
  

iWatchWildlife is all about encouraging, supporting and sharing wildlife species observations to help us find out more 

about how nature is getting on the Island. Each month we ask you to tell us about a particular species via our  

‘Species of the Month’ campaign - your observations matter as they help boost our local knowledge - the more we know, 

the better we can help protect our wonderful wildlife and the habitats they depend upon. 

The best way to tell us about your sighting (with your name, date, location & picture if possible) is to tag us in a post on 

Facebook @iWatchWildlife or Instagram #iWatchWildlife or to email iwatchwildlife@gmail.com. We can then convert 

your observation into a permanent species records for the Isle of Wight. 

 

 
MARCH Brown Hare 

Golden-brown colour and larger than rabbits with longer, powerful legs and longer, black-tipped  

ears. Look out for Hares on farmland or open grassland before the crops grow too high. 
picture by Nick Edwards 

APRIL Orange-tip Butterfly 

A true sign of Spring and among the first butterflies to emerge. Males are unmistakeable with 

bright orange wing tips, females are white with specked underwings 
picture by Andy Butler  

MAY Emperor Dragonfly 

These are the UK’s bulkiest dragonfly emerging towards the end of May. About 8cm in length and  

brightly coloured sky blue and apple green. Usually hunt near large ponds and bodies of water. 
picture by James Gloyn 

JUNE Stag Beetle 

One of our largest and most spectacular beetles, emerging as adults in May-July to breed after 

spending several years as larva underground. They are mainly restricted to the Northern half 

of the Isle of Wight. picture male (left) female (right) by Ross Bower (PTES) 

 

JULY Hedgehog 

A staggering one third of all British Hedgehogs have been lost since 2001. Here on the Island, it is 

believed they have declined in the countryside, but still survive in urban and suburban gardens. 

Look out for them snuffling about on Summer evenings. 
picture by Graham Hendey 

AUGUST Barn Owl 
Heart-shaped face, buff and snowy white in colour. Although nocturnal, these owls can be seen at 

dusk on Summer evenings often in silent flight, hunting for voles and mice in fields. 
picture by Danny Vokins  

 

SEPTEMBER 2-spot Ladybird 

This small, oval shaped beetle (4-5mm) has suffered a decline in numbers in recent years. Colour 

pattern varies - most are red with two black spots, but some are black with red spots!  

 

 

picture by John Caws  
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