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Decade (1) 1919 to 1928  (2) 1929 to 1938  (3) 1939 to 1948 

(A) International 

       Context 

 

1919- League  

of Nations formed 

1929- Wall Street 

Crash 

1939- WW II begins 

(B) National 

legislation/ 

       Events 

 

1919- Forestry Act: 

established  Forestry 

Commission 
 

1921-  

Corn Production 

Repeal Act: return to 

free trade, marginal 

farmland abandoned 

1932- Town & Country 

Planning Act 

 

1935- Restriction of 

Ribbon Development 

Act 

1947- Town & Country 

Planning Act (T&CPA) 

 

1947- Agricultural Act 

increased UK food 

production 

 

(C) Isle of Wight 

 

1919- IWNHAS 

formed 
 

1920- Isle of Wight 

Disease (of bees - term 

first coined 1904)  
 

1922- St Boniface  

Down first National  

Trust acquisition on IW 
 

1928- Newport 

livestock market 

moves from St James 

Square to dedicated 

new premises 

1929- Forestry 

Commission acquires 

land at Brighstone and 

Combley 

 

1931- IW branch of 

Campaign to Protect 

Rural England 

established 
 

1937- IW Joint 

Planning & 

Development 

Committee established 

Consequence of 

wartime agriculture e.g. 

Colwell Common 

ploughed up 

 

1943- Under Solent  

electric supply cable: 

need for IW based 

generation diminished 
 

1944- West Medina 

 Cement Mill closed: 

had been source of 

pollution 

Publications 

 
 

1909 

 

 

1920 

  

 

Over the past 100 years, what are some of the most important factors  
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(4)  1949 to 1958  (5)  1959 to 1968  (6) 1969 to 1978 

1949- Treaty of London  

established Council of Europe. 

1959- European Court of 

Human Rights established 

1969- First man on the moon 
 

1973- Britain joined EU 

1949- National Parks & Access 

to the Countryside Act: 

established National Parks, 

National Nature Reserves, 

AONBs & SSSIs. 
 

1953- Myxomatosis reached UK. 

(Since 2018 has affected hares) 

1965- National Trust:  

Enterprise Neptune 
 

1968- Countryside Act 

 

 

1971- Ramsar Convention 

 

1975- Conservation of Wild 

Creatures and Wild Plants Act 

 

1976- UK Drought 

1951- First IW SSSIs designated 
 

1952- ‘IW Survey Report’: 

prepared as requirement of 

1947 T&CPA 

 

1952- 1966 

Most IW railway lines close 

 

1956-71- High Down/Needles 

used to test rocket engines. 

 

1963- Newport flood scheme 

started (river channel concreted) 

1961- H&IW Wildlife Trust 

established 
 

1963- IW AONB designated 
 

1963- Newport flood scheme 

comenced (river channel 

concreted) 
 

1966- Newtown LNR 

designated 

 

1966-   First under Solent gas 

supply pipe: IW converted to 

natural gas 1974. 

 

 

1970s- All mature IW elms lost 

due to ‘severe’ Dutch elm 

disease. ‘Mild’ disease had 

reached IW by 1928. 
 

1970s Number of cattle on 

IOW peaked: one outcome of 

Common Agricultural Policy? 

 

1970- Golden Hill Country Park 

 

1975- Wireweed (Sargassum 

muticum) found on Bembridge 

Ledges 

 

 

1969 

 

 

1978 

 

                  affecting species/habitats on the Isle of Wight? 

A 
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Decade (7)  1979 to 1988  (8)  1989 to 1998 

(D) International 

       Context 

 

1979- Lord Mountbatten 

assassinated 
 

1979- EU Birds Directive 

 

1989- Berlin Wall came down 
 

1992- UK signed Rio Convention 
 

1992- Habitats Directive 
 

1994- UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

(E) National 

legislation/ 

       Events 

 

1981- Wildlife and Countryside 

Act: includes first Marine Nature 

Reserves 
 

Oct 1987- Great Storm 

1990- Environment Protection Act 
 

1991- Countryside Commission launch 

Stewardship Scheme 
 

1992- Badgers Act 
 

1992 – MacSharry reform of CAP 

introduces ‘set-aside’ (abolished 2008) 
 

1994- PPG 9 Nature Conservation 
 

1995-  Environment Agency established 

 

(F) Isle of Wight 

 

1985- Woodland Trust acquires 

western part America Wood 
 

June 1980- Under Solent water 

supply pipe completed. Large 

IW reservoir not constructed 
 

1981- IW outbreak of foot and 

mouth disease (FMD) 
 

1983- Newport livestock market 

closed 
 

1986-  IWC Countryside  

Management Service established 
 

1986- Pioneering Refuse Derived 

Fuel plant opened in Forest Rd 
 

1987- IW abattoir closed 
 

1990- Wight Nature Fund established 
 

1992- People's Trust for Endangered 

Species acquires Briddlesford Woods 
 

1995 IW becomes a Unitary Authority 
 

1995- Newtown NNR designated 
 

1997- Island 2000 Trust formed 
 

1998- SPAs & Ramsar sites designated 

 

 

1984 

 

1990                    1994 

Over the past 100 years, what are some of the most important factors  
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(6) 1999 to 2008  (7) 2009 to 2018  (8) 2019 

1999- First elections to new 

Scottish Parliament and Welsh 

Assembly 
 

2000- Water Framework Directive 

 

 

 2009- International Swine Flu 

epidemic 

 2019- ? Britain leaves EU 

2000- CRoW Act 
 

2001- UK outbreak of FMD  
 

2005- Planning Policy Statement 9: 

Biodiversity and Geological 

Conservation 
 

2005- Special areas of 

Conservation designated 
 

2006- Natural England formed from  

3 bodies that variously trace their 

origins back to 1949 

2009- Marine & Coastal Access 

Act established Marine 

Conservation Zones (MCZs) 
 

2010- Habitat Regulations 
 

2011- Biodiversity 2020:  

strategy for England's wildlife 

and ecosystem services 
 

2012- National Planning Policy 

Framework (revised 2018) 

? UK replacement for EU 

environmental 

regulations 

 

IOW awaits outcome of 

application to UNESCO 

to become a Biosphere 

 

Asian hornet 

1999- IW Biodiversity Partnership 

established 
 

2000- IW problem colonisation by 

Himalayan Balsam recognised 
 

2000- Standen Heath landfill opened 

 

2001- RSPB Brading Reserve 
 

2001- IW Unitary Development plan 
 

2001- Designation of SINCs 
 

2002- Seaclean Wight completed 
 

2003- Footprint Trust and  

IW Green Gym launched 
 

 2004- Newport processing dairy lost 
 

2005- IW SACs designated 

2016- The Needles MCZ 

designated. 
 

2015/16 - 2 anaerobic digesters 

commissioned. 
 

201x- Photo-voltaic farms 

established. 

 

Feb 2016- Island 2000 manages 

most of IWC countryside estate 

 

2016- Ash-die back confirmed on 

IW (confirmed in UK 2012) 

2019-  

Centenary of IWNHAS 

 

Consultation on new 

Island Plan 

 

Population 

Has been estimated for 

2019 to be 140,302  

an increase from 1921 

(census) of 48% 

 

 

 

         2000                  2003 
 

         2009                      2014 

 

affecting species/habitats on the Isle of Wight? 
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