
Isle of Wight Natural History & Archaeological Society 

AGM 3rd October 2020 at 2pm. The Barn, Haseley Manor, Arreton 
 
Present: Matthew Chatfield, Colin Pope, Jim Baldwin, Anthony Roberts, Maggie Nelmes, Helen 
Jackson and Jackie Hart 
 
Apologies: Paul Bingham (Colin Pope had discussed the agenda items with Paul prior to the meeting 
and he was supportive of the measures we were proposing) 
 
Because of the Government restrictions imposed from 23rd March following the Covid 19 pandemic 
the Society was unable to hold its AGM on 28th March 2020. Although a postponed AGM was called 
for 3rd October subsequent amendments to the restrictions meant that the Society was unable to 
implement a meeting of 30 members which would have formed a quorum under the Rules of the 
Society. The Charity Commission provided up dated advice on 22nd September 2020 and we felt we 
could convene a meeting within the guidelines and this took place in the wedding barn at Arreton 
Manor with kind permission of Anthony Roberts. Social distancing, face masks and all mandatory 
regulations were observed. Paul Bingham was unable to attend as he is still shielding. 
 
1 a). Colin Pope led the meeting and explained the steps taken to keep the Society members 
informed since lockdown. The Agenda, including the Financial Statements and explanations, and a 
list of Officers of the Society for the AGM, were sent out in the February mail distribution as is the 
usual practice. The AGM was postponed and a notice was placed on our website.  
 
Several e-Bulletins have been sent to those of our members for which we hold active email 
addresses (about two thirds of our membership). It was found that about two thirds of these had 
opened the e-mails. MC said that this was a high response. 
 
The August mail distribution was collated at Arreton Manor wedding barn and distributed to all our 
members. Included in that package was the August Bulletin which stated on the front page that we 
might be able to hold our postponed AGM on Saturday 3rd October at Arreton Community Centre 
and the readers were asked to check our website and e-Bulletin for the current position, or to leave 
a phone message at HQ. 
 
Subsequent to this, Arreton Community Hall advised that they were not able to open for the 
remainder of the year because of the requirements imposed by the Government.  
 
On 15th September an e-Bulletin was sent out advising that further restrictions meant that we could 
not go ahead with the AGM as we had wanted and comments were invited that could be discussed 
at the meeting that would take place. Only a few, supportive, responses were received, no 
objections apart from one member saying that this would conflict with the rules of the Society and 
no telephone messages were received.  
 
Our Rules state that ‘An annual General Meeting shall be held in accordance with the requirements 
of the Charity Commissioners at which the reports of the Secretary and Treasurer will be submitted 
for approval’. Our Rules as currently written do not allow for virtual meetings. A discussion ensued 
and it was agreed that the Coronavirus guidance for the Charity Sector, issued by the Charity 
Commission, updated in September, meant that we felt that we had made all reasonable efforts to 
contact members and receive their responses and therefore this AGM could take place albeit 
without the necessary quorum. 
 



1 b). The Accounts were accepted. All Officers reappointed. Matthew Chatfield is now the President, 
taking over from Paul Bingham. David Fairlamb voted on to the Council. Antony Smith was proposed 
by Toni Goodley and seconded by David Biggs but as this was subsequent to the February mailing it 
was agreed that he should be co-opted on to Council and voted on to Council at the next AGM. A 
new Treasurer still needs to be found as Jackie Hart is standing down at the next AGM. 
 
                                                                   ***************** 
 
2.  Council meetings.  
To date we have held just one Council meeting in 2020. The Rules require us to hold a minimum of 
three Council meetings in any one year. We will experiment with holding Zoom meetings and Sheila 
Caws has offered to assist with this.  40 minutes is free and a licence would be needed for longer. It 
is possible to reopen if the meeting over-runs. Licence cost to be investigated. If a formal meeting is 
taking place eg Council Meeting, it must be technically correct to stand. Matthew is willing to chair 
meetings and some discussions will be held online virtually. There is the potential to record Zoom 
meetings and broadcast them later on YouTube. 
 
We will try holding a few outdoor meetings which will have to conform to the Government 
Regulations current at the time. Staggered times, meeting places and pre-booking will be needed. 
Currently, groups cannot exceed six but separate groups of six, each with a leader, can take place.  
 
As an experiment, the next eBulletin will advertise a bird meeting and an archaeological meeting to 
see what the response will be. Paul has already arranged for a joint meeting with the Historical 
Association to take place on Wednesday 10th February. This will be a talk by Dr Jeremy Lockwood 
entitled ‘The Isle of Wight and the Invention of Dinosaurs.’ It is likely to be a Zoom meeting. 
It was agreed that a Programme (March to August) should be sent out with the February mail 
distribution with appropriate caveats. Although thinner than regular Programmes it is hoped to at 
least have some Zoom and outdoor meetings. The Centenary celebrations have had to be put on 
hold.  
 
A decision on the Centenary Conference will be made by a Zoom meeting of the Committee due to 
take place shortly. The Golden Hill Fort 50th Anniversary celebrations due in 2020 have had to be 
postponed but the Society have been asked to hold a BioBlitz there next year instead. Plans are 
currently being drawn up by Gift to Nature for a celebration event there to be held on Saturday 24th 
April 2021. 
 

********************* 
 
3. Change of Rules. 
The pandemic has highlighted the fact that our Rules need to be updated to include Virtual 
Meetings, telephone meetings and to cover any future technological advances. We also should look 
at the composition of the membership of Council. This needs discussion at Council and proposed at 
the next AGM. 
 

********************* 
 

4. AOB.  
a). Anthony Roberts raised the question of the Island AONB cover from 38% to 40% as this should be 
supported by the Society. He also wants the Society to raise concerns about the Government 
proposal to substantially increase the housing allocation for the Isle of Wight. These are matters 
which the MP, Bob Seely is championing. It was pointed out that the Society’s role was not as a 



campaigning group but we should consider bringing these matters to the attention of our members, 
some of whom may wish to be involved. 
 
b). Hall bookings: Arreton Community Hall was booked to cover all our indoor meetings for 2021 
before the pandemic. It was agreed that the Hall should be booked for 2022 in the hope that 
meetings can be resumed by then. We are already owed for unheld meetings this year. 
 
c).Tina Whitmore had been hired to support the Society for the Centenary Celebrations which has 
now been placed on hold and her skills in communication was recognised in deciding to use her to 
communicate with the membership during the current crisis. So far this has cost £8ll and ratification 
was requested for using Society funds in this way. It was felt by everyone that this was great value 
for money and should be continued. 
 
d). There will be an e-Bulletin sent out in the next month. This will inform members of the 
discussions taken place at this meeting and draw attention to possible forthcoming   Ornithology and 
Archaeology meetings. 
 
e).  Maggie gave an update on the current position of Wight Nature Fund and a report would be 
welcome at the next Council Meeting. Anthony had sent by e-mail a report of the Publications 
Committee and this would be presented at the next Council meeting. 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 3.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 


