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POPULATION OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT 1801-2021, WITH A PROJECTION TO 2041

Paul Bingham

Abstract Changes in the population of the Isle of Wight (IOW) are not unique but reflect trends among the
semi-rural districts of the south-east of England; districts that have been spared dense urban development.
Nevertheless, the demographic transition over two hundred and twenty years is astonishing, with

considerable decrease in fertility rates and increase

in life expectancy. It is striking to see these changes

through Isle of Wight data. Into the foreseeable future, the size and composition of the Isle of Wight
population will be determined by net migration from the mainland. The size, demographic profile, activities
and geographical distribution of the Isle of Wight human population, together with visitors, will continue to
have considerable impact on the flora and fauna of the Island.
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Introduction

This article follows the paper ‘The Population of the
Isle of Wight to 1800" (Margham, 2021). As was
pointed out, the first government census took
place in 1801, and from that date there can be
more numerical certainty. Also, parallels can be
drawn from directly comparable national data. In
the majority of instances, the population of
England and Wales (E & W) has been selected for
comparison.

The civil registration of births and deaths in E & W
commenced in 1837. Historic data for Isle of Wight
and E & W has been readily obtained from Annual
Reports of the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages that have been digitalised (Hist
Pop). More recent data has been obtained from the
website of the Office for National Statistics (ONS),
with the exception of data for the years 1974 to
2007. ONS stated that they did not have Island
data in hard copy or an electronic format. To
supply the data, a special enquiry of their main

computer would have been needed, which was
likely to have significant cost. Fortunately, Kathryn
Boyles  the Principal Research Officer
(Demography) of Hampshire County Council
located an electronic database that had been kept
by her predecessor, and she was kindly able to
supply the missing data.

Although over the years, ‘planning’ and ‘public
health’ reports, and ‘census abstracts’ for the Isle of
Wight have reported on the population, this is the
first comprehensive historic review to have been
undertaken.

Isle of Wight population growth in context

Fig. 1 shows the percentage growth in the Isle of
Wight population, compared with the growth of
E&W, in both instances, taking the population
recorded by the 1801 National Census as base
(100%). The graph shows that from 1831 to 1901,
the population growth of the Isle of Wight slightly
exceeded that of E&W, but from 1921 to 1991
there was a more marked reversal.
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Fig. 1: Percentage growth of the Isle of Wight population compared with England and Wales (1801 = 100%)
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Ventnor was open, patients with chest disease spent
time on the Island. When some of them died before
they could return home, their deaths were registered
on the Isle of Wight).

By 1949 (and for some time before) the all-cause
(uncorrected) death rate for the Isle of Wight was no
longer favourable in comparison with E & W, and in
making meaningful comparisons it became
important to correct the data for the fact that the Isle
of Wight, proportionally had more elderly people
than E & W (see Fig. 7). Table 2 gives data supplied
by central government and published in Isle of
Wight Public Health Reports. This shows, when
corrected, the Isle of Wight death rates were
favourable compared to E & W. The detail of the
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correction was not explained in the Isle of Wight
reports.

Table 3 shows that for 2018/20, Isle of Wight
residents have a favourable life expectancy at birth
compared to England, but not as good as the south-
east Region as a whole. At the age of 65, the
expectancy of disability-free life for Isle of Wight
male residents is slightly less that for England as a
whole, but favourable for females in comparison with
England.

‘Enhanced Aging’ of the Isle of Wight Population
Fig. 7 shows change in the percentage of the
population over the age of 65 in E & W and the Isle
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Fig. 7: Change in the percentage of the population over the age of 65 in E & W and the Isle of Wight.

of Wight. The population of E & W has changed
from 5% over the age of 65in 1911, to 19% in 2021.
The population of the Isle of Wight has aged at an
‘enhanced’ rate, reaching 29% in 2021. This
‘enhanced aging’ is mainly accounted for by in-
migration.

Projection of the Isle of Wight population to
2041

Modelling population growth at national and
subnational (e.g. county) level is subject to
considerable uncertainties, for example the
economy, pandemics, and in particular net

migration. Nevertheless, demographers at ONS

have considerable expertise in this field, and in
2018 published predictions for England, including
the Isle of Wight, up until 2043. Excerpts of this data
are shown in Tables 4 and 5.

The ‘central’ ONS prediction (ONS discuss potential
divergence outside of this central position), is that
over the 20 years 2021 to 2041, the population of
the Isle of Wight (143931 increasing to 155574),
and England, will both increase by 8%. However,
the ‘growth’ will be experienced very differently by
the two locations.

In the Isle of Wight, the population aged 0 to 64 will
decrease while the population aged 75 to 84, and

Table 4: ONS predictions for population growth of the Isle of Wight and England, shown as percentage growth
with 2021 as the base year (2021 = 100%), The numerical growth, for each 5-year period (2021 to 2026 etc), is

shown for the Isle of Wight.

Year 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041
IOW Percentage increase in population (100%) +2.6% | +4.8% | +6.6% +8.1%
IOW 5-year increase in population (2041 total = 155574) (143931) | +3699 +3227 | +2516 +2201
England Percentage increase in population (100%) +2.3% | +4.2% | +5.9% +7.7%
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Table 5: ONS predictions for population growth of the Isle
groups and the total population (all ages) Decrease shown

of Wight and England from 2021 to 2041 of various age
in red; increase shown in blue.

15- 20- 45- 55- 65- 75-

Age group 0-14 19 a4 54 64 74 84 85+ | All ages
IOW percentage increase/

decrease in age group by 2041 1% | 7% -5% -9% 6% | +22% | +63% | +91% +8%
(2021 = 100%)

England percentage increase/

decrease in age group by 2041 -4% +5% | +2% | +3% | +1% | +20% | +51% | +70% +8%
(2021 = 100%)

particularly those aged 85+, will increase inred; in steps of 5 years, and then aged 85+. The

proportionally more than the population of
England as a whole. This might lead to increasing
demand for health and social services, at a time
when the resident workforce is decreasing on the
Isle of Wight.

Population pyramids

Over the 240 years considered by this article, the
population of the Isle of Wight has/will have
undergone not only huge changes in its absolute
size (600% increase since 1801), but also changes
in its composition (e.g. see Fig. 7). The following
two pages show Isle of Wight population pyramids
for selected years (1861, 1961, 2001, and as it is
projected to be in 2041). Males are shown to the
left as horizontal blue bars and females to the right

horizontal axis is kept to the same scale in all
cases.
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Age and Sex Structure to 85 and up
1861
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Fig. 8: 1861 This graph shows a true pyramid, with decrease in numbers in successive 5-year age groups, with the
exception of males aged 15to 19.

Age and Sex Structure to 85 and up
1961
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Fig. 9: 1961The graph is no longer a true pyramid but shows maxima in the lengths of the bars for
males and females aged 10 to 14 (born 1947 to 1951), and aged 50 to 54 (born 1907 to 1911). The
long bars for the 10 to 14 age group, undoubtedly represent the post World War Two baby boom.
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Age and Sex Structure to 85 and up
2001
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Fig. 10: 2001 In this graph all of the bars are longer than they are in 1961, and many significantly so. The
maximum in the age group born between 1947 and 1951 (age 50 to 54) is still evident but much blunted from
1961, probably due to some in this age group migrating to the mainland. There is an apparent deficit in the age
group 20 to 29, (as there was in 1961), again reflecting net out-migration. Age 65+ the predominance of
women over men appears more evident than it does in 1961, but in percentage terms is slightly reduced.

Age and Sex Structure to 85 and up
2041
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Fig. 11: 2041 This projected ‘pyramid’ shows the most extreme diversion from a pyramid of the four graphs,
trending towards an inverted pyramid. The longest bar is for the age group 70 to 74 (born 1967 to 1971). Below
the age of 45, the bars are of approximate equal length, with almost no apparent deficit aged 20 to 29 compared
with 2001. The increase in the number of people aged 45+ is startling.
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