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Wild Pansy	 Viola tricolor ssp. tricolor
Two plants in a field corner near Chale Green sewage 
works SZ491806, GNT. Always a rare plant on the 
Island, it is listed as Near Threatened in the Red List for 
England.

Hairy Rock-cress	 Arabis hirsuta
Eighteen plants growing on the rim of a bank opposite 
Freshwater Bay Golf clubhouse SZ352858 PS. A new 
site for this local chalk grassland species, although it 
has long been known from Tennyson and West High 
Downs.

Henbane	 Hyoscyamus niger
A single plant growing in hardcore at Horringford 
SZ541851, PS.

Weasel’s-snout	 Misopates orontium
Around forty plants counted in an arable field margin 
at Princelett Shute, Branstone SZ559833, GNT. It is 
encouraging that Weasel’s-snout is persisting at this 
site, possibly the only known extant Island arable site. 
It still occurs in a few allotments and gardens. Listed as 
Vulnerable in Red List for England.

Field Cow-wheat	 Melampyrum arvense
A remarkable estimate of 47,120 plants on 6th 
September was probably the highest ever count from 
this site SZ536768 TS. The plant has clearly benefitted 
both from management by the Wildlife Trust and from 
the exceptionally dry spring holding back the growth 
of competitors. Additionally, two plants were found 
besides the cliff-top path to the west of St Lawrence 
Shute SZ534767 TS. These may well have arisen from 
either intentional or accidental introduction of seed 
from St Lawrence Bank. Listed as Endangered in the 
Red List for England. 

Yarrow Broomrape	  Phelipanche (Orobanche) purpurea
A previously unrecorded site for Yarrow Broomrape 
was discovered at Sandown in a field sloping to the 
Eastern Yar floodplain off Perowne Way SZ594851, 
GNT. The population was estimated to be in excess of 
150 plants making this possibly the largest population 
on the Island. The other sites which can hold large 
populations are Brading churchyard and the extensive 
population on Culver Down, Redcliff and Bembridge 
Fort. Comparisons are difficult because numbers can 
fluctuate considerably from year to year. Listed as 
Vulnerable in the Red List for England. 

Hybrid Burdock	 Arctium x nothum
The hybrid between Lesser Burdock and Greater 
Burdock. One plant with both parents in a car park at 
Shide SZ503881 PS. First Island record for this hybrid. 

Cornflower	 Centaurea cyanus
One plant in a cereal crop at Chessell SZ395856 PS, 
may well be a native site; other native arable sites are 
known nearby. 23 plants on a headland at Westcourt 
Farm, Shorwell with non-native plants SZ449826 PS 
& ML, may have been introduced with a seed mix, 
although there are historic records from Shorwell. 

A Hawkweed	 Hieracium umbellatum
Several flowering plants at the edge of Bohemia Bog, 
Rookley SZ514833 CRP. The first record for this site 
since 1856.

Dwarf Elder	 Sambucus ebulus
A small patch of four shoots on the verge of the Downs 
Road west of Knighton Shute, where it is subject to 
regular strimming SZ564874 PS. There are nineteenth 
century records from this area.

Narrow-fruited Cornsalad	 Valerianella dentata
Around ten plants growing in an arable margin at 
Wilmingham, just east of Hill Copse SZ357880, PS & 
ML. A welcome report of this increasingly rare nationally 
Endangered arable species. Although by no means 
common, around the end of the twentieth century 
Narrow-fruited Cornsalad could reliably been found 
at a handful of arable sites, but it has since declined 
further and in recent years has only been seen at one 
other site. Fig. 4.

Fig. 4: Narrow-fruited Cornsalad, arable margin at Wilmingham

Eelgrass	 Zostera marina
Scattered patches growing on the fossil ledge off 
Brickfields, Newtown SZ422923, AY. Formerly known 
from around the entrance to Newtown Harbour but not 
seen here for the past twenty years. Following reports 
last year of recolonisation at Thorness Bay, this is 
another example of Eelgrass recolonising historic sites 
in West Wight. Listed as Vulnerable in the Red List for 
England.

Marsh Helleborine	 Epipactis palustris
The introduced population on the floor of Shide Quarry, 
Newport, has increased dramatically and this year 
there were at least 200 flowering plants, the best ever 
SZ505815, RP. The plants originally came from eroding 
coastal slopes at Luccombe.

Broad-leaved Helleborine	 Epipactis helleborine
A single flowering plant in Combley Great Wood, 
SZ546887 RP, where it was last seen in 2012. One 
flowering plant by the footpath at The Keys bird 
sanctuary, Quarr SZ572926, RP where it was last 
recorded in 1939. Fig. 5.

Fig. 5: Broad-leaved Helleborine  The Keys Wood, Quarr
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Also recorded from three new sites, none of which are 
ancient woodland sites. A single flowering plant on 
the south side of High Down, Freshwater SZ321854, 
MSi; three flowering plants by a woodland path at 
Naturezones, Blackwater SZ510857, RP; four yellowish 
coloured plants growing in the open by the side of a 
pond a Kennerley Farm SZ525834, RP. This species 
would appear to be undergoing an increase and is 
increasingly being found away from its traditional 
ancient woodland sites.

Broad-leaved Helleborine is an increasing orchid and is 
now part of the urban scene (typically in large wooded 
gardens and parks) in many cities north of Birmingham. 
National orchid expert, John Richards, says that it 
appears not be able to cope with ‘urban drought’ 
experienced most summers in southern towns and cities 
and suggests that recent appearances on the Island 
reflect perhaps the climate on the Island, moderated by 
its maritime position. 

Frog Orchid	 Coeloglossum viride
A welcome reappearance of this plant at its traditional 
site on the northern slopes of Afton Down SZ366858 RP; 
at least 20 flowering plants were counted. Last found in 
flower here in 2014 (7 plants). In the early 2000s, counts 
of flowering plants here were around 60 to 80. Listed as 
Vulnerable in the Red List for England. Fig. 6.

Darwin’s Barberry	 Berberis darwinii
A single bush growing at Binnel Bay alongside the old 
mill pond SZ523758, DT. Known from here for at least 
twenty-five years.

Caucasian-stonecrop	 Phedimus spurius (Sedum spurium)
Established along the kerb edge at Freshwater Bay 
SZ355865, PS.

Fodder Vetch	 Vicia villosa
Growing along a trackside at Thorley SZ367889, PS & ML.

Bithynian Vetch	 Vicia bithynica
At least two plants growing at Lynbottom Tip waste site 
SZ534882, PS & ML. First record since 1979.

Tuberous Pea	 Lathyrus tuberosus
A small patch growing in a scrubby field margin at 
Barnfield, Thorley SZ361884, PS & ML. First record 
since 1949.

Juneberry	 Amelanchier lamarckii
A single flowering tree in scrubby ground adjoining 
Sandown Golf Course SZ586850, DB.

Haw-medlar	 x Crataemespilus grandiflora
This is the hybrid between Medlar and Midland 
Hawthorn. A single bush in scrub at the edge of 
Northwood Park, Cowes SZ492960, PS. Likely to have 
been originally planted as this hybrid is sterile.

Dusky Crane’s-bill	 Geranium phaeum
Naturalised under a hedge at Wellington Road, Newport 
SZ490885, PS. A commonly grown garden plant.

Four-leaved Allseed	 Polycarpon tetraphyllum
A pavement weed. A large population of several hundred 
plants growing in paving cracks of housing development 
at Oakfield, Ryde SZ596917, PS. About 50 plants at 
Nettlestone, SZ627905, PS. 18 plants in pavement near 
Yarmouth ferry port SZ352897, PS. Fig. 7.

Fig. 6: Frog orchid, north Afton Down  Photo: Keith Marston

Early Spider-orchid	 Ophrys sphegodes
The single plant near the Needles Battery reappeared 
this year, SO-M and was seen by many people.

Bottle Sedge	 Carex rostrata
Occasional plants at Hill Heath drain marsh, Alverstone 
SZ570857, CRP. First record from this site since 1970.

Carnation Sedge	 Carex panicea
A few plants in the grazing marsh below Borthwood 
Lynch, Alverstone SZ579853, CRP. The first record since 
1994 from this site for this rapidly declining wetland 
sedge.

Bulbous Meadow-grass	 Poa bulbosa
Found growing in Godshill carpark SZ529818 PS.

Aliens and Neophytes
Fortune’s Holly-fern	 Cyrtomium fortunei
A single plant growing on the stream-bank below New 
Road, Brighstone SZ425824, PS. An east Asian native, 
this is the Holly-fern that is now offered in garden 
centres and is less tender than the House Holly-fern, C. 
falcatum. Second Island record.

Fig. 7: Four-leaved Allseed at Oakfield, Ryde

Greek Sea-spurrey	 Spergularia bocconei
One plant on wall by paddling pool, East Cowes 
esplanade SZ505963, PS.

Common Amaranth	 Amaranthus retroflexus
A group of plants behind the seawall at Norton, seen on 
a botany group walk SZ343898, CRP.  

White Pigweed	 Amaranthus albus
Established population at foot of garden walls in 
Steephill Road, Ventnor with some plants up to 0.7m in 
height SZ551708, GNT.
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Cornish Heath	 Erica vagans
Many young, seeded plants on unmown grassland bank 
at Osborne House, SZ516950, CRP. First Island record. 
Fig. 8.

Slender Borage	 Borago pygmaea
A single plant of unknown origin on waste ground in 
a garden at Norton SZ349892, HD. First Island record.  
Fig. 9.

Garden Speedwell	 Veronica longifolia
Well established and increasing patch in Swiss Cottage 
meadow lawn, Osborne House SZ526948, CRP. Likely 
to be a fairly recent arrival. Second Island record.

White Mullein	 Verbascum lychnitis
A single plant on a roadside verge at Lane End, 
Bembridge SZ645880, PS. First Island record.

Fig. 8: Cornish Heath at Osborne Estate

Fig. 9: Slender Borage at Norton Photo: Helen Danby

Nettle-leaved Figwort	 Scrophularia peregrina
Two plants on waste ground at Ventnor Botanic Gardens 
in the propagation area. SZ549770, CRP. Likely to have 
originated as a contaminant of plants brought in. First 
Island record. Fig. 10.

Cape Figwort	 Phygelius capensis
Yellow flowered plant growing on top of a wall at Brading 
SZ606873, PS. A commonly grown garden plant.

Yellow Bartsia	 Parentucellia viscosa
Twenty-six plants growing at Pan Country Park where it 
had not been seen previously SZ507884, PS. Likely to 
be a grass seed casual. 

Throatwort	 Trachelium caeruleum
Twelve plants growing on a wall top near Northwood 
Park, Cowes SZ493961, PS. An annual garden plant. 

Jersey Cudweed	 Laphangium (Gnaphalium) luteoalbum
Two records of plants growing in kerb edges. One plant 
at Pippins Close, Brighstone SZ425829 and two plants 
at Kinchington Road, Newport SZ487886, PS. Second 
and third Island records of what is likely to become an 
increasing species. Jersey Cudweed has undergone a 
population explosion in the last decade, having previously 
been on the verge of extinction in Britain in the 1980s and 
is fast becoming a regular pavement weed.

Sweet Scabious	 Scabiosa atropurpurea
One plant in retaining wall by The Mall, Carisbrooke 
SZ490885, PS. An increasingly popular garden plant.

Argentine Fleabane	 Erigeron (Conyza) bonariensis
A population of around 70 plants in paving cracks 
and roadside kerbs at Ashtree Way, Nettlestone was 
the largest population yet recorded from the Island 
SZ626907, PS. Normally just a handful of plants are 
found at any one location. Fig. 11.

Fig.10: Nettle-leaved Figwort at Ventnor Botanic Garden

Fig. 11: Argentine Fleabane at Nettlestone

Shoddy Ragwort	 Senecio pterophorus
A single plant growing with planted Osteospermum 
at St Helen’s Green, SZ633889, MS. It is likely that 
this was inadvertently brought in with Osteospermum 
purchased at Ventnor Botanic Garden where Shoddy 
Ragwort is an increasing weedy species. Second record 
away from the Steephill area of a plant which is likely to 
increase on the Island.

German-ivy	 Delairea odorata
Established in hedgerow by St Helens Church 
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SZ626900, PS. Now appearing in increasing locations 
around St Helens and Seaview.

Beggarticks	 Bidens frodosa
Three plants in waste ground near East Cowes ferry 
terminal SZ501957, PS. First Island record.

Whorled Caraway
	 Trocdaris verticillata (Carum verticillatum)
A single plant at Vittlefields, west of Gunville, origin 
unknown SZ454894, PS & ML. 

Cambridge Milk-parsley	 Selinum carviflora
A single large plant on waste ground at Ventnor Botanic 
Garden SZ547767, PS.

Valdivia Duckweed	 Lemna valdiviana
Pond at Pan Country Park SZ511885, PS conf E.J. 
Clement, was the first Island record. It was followed by 
two further records: private garden pond at Brighstone 
SZ428826, and pond off Westhill Road, Shanklin 
SZ576809, PS. This tiny duckweed is very similar to 
Least Duckweed, Lemna minuta, another accidentally 
introduced species. Both are native to the Americas 
and are found as contaminants amongst aquatics in 
garden centres. 

Snake’s-head Iris
	 Iris tuberosa (Hermodactylus tuberosus)
A single flowering plant on a verge at Forelands, 
Bembridge SZ655877, PS. A surprising find as this 
Mediterranean plant is not widely grown in gardens. 
Fig. 12.

Garden Solomon’s-seal	 Polygonatum x hybridum
A well-established patch with four flowering shoots 
beneath parkland trees in the valley meadow at 
Osborne House SZ518948, CRP.  Fig. 13,

Hungarian Brome	 Bromopsis inermis
Found growing on a roadside verge outside Adgestone 
vineyard, SZ596865, PS. 

Rough Brittle-grass	 Setaria verticillata
Bird seed casual at St Mary’s Hospital, Newport 
SZ497901, PS.
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Fig. 12: Snake’s head iris at Bembridge

Fig. 13: Garden Solomon’s-seal at Osborne




