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FLOWERING PLANTS AND FERNS, 2022

Colin R. Pope

2022 has been a relatively quiet year for botanical records. The extremely hot, dry summer did not help,
with wetlands parched and many habitats dried up. However, a bonus has been a number of botanical
surveys commissioned by the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust on their ever-growing land
holdings. Bringing in experienced botanists with fresh eyes has reaped dividends. This has been
particularly so with Richard Lansdown visiting wetland sites in the Eastern Yar and updating records for
many aquatic species.

The list below covers the new and other interesting records. The records have been divided into those of
native species and archaeophytes (plants associated with man’s activities that are known or suspected to
have occurred in this country since at least Medieval times) and those of non-native species (neophytes).
Nomenclature follows Stace (2022); some of the Latin name changes may be unfamiliar to botanists. | am
grateful to everyone who submits their records; all of them are valuable and all records have been stored,

whether reported here or not, and have been submitted to the BSBI.

Natives and Archaeophytes
Narrow-buckler Fern Dryopteris carthusiana
Recorded from three sites in Eastern Yar at
Alverstone/Newchurch where there were no post -
2000 records: Lynch  Copse, Newchurch
(S2566857); below Youngwoods Copse
(SZ573857); and Hill Heath, Alverstone (52570857).
AllRL.
Narrow Buckler x Broad Buckler Fern

Dryopteris x deweveri
Recorded from Alverstone, below Youngwoods
Copse. Second post-2000 record. SZ574857, RL.
[Corn Buttercup Ranunculus arvensis
Recorded by Clive Bealey during a baseline
ecological survey of arable fields at Nunwell Farm
from a single field (SZ588877) where it was
described as rare but with no supporting
information or comments. This is strange for a
critically endangered species (and one which was
last recorded on the Island in 1998). The field does
not have public access and it is quite possible that it
was growing here although Mark Larter and Paul
Stanley did not find it when recording the flora of
these fields. The Wildlife Trust has taken over
management of this land and the fields are being
returned to permanent grassland so the plant is
unlikely to reappear.]
Goldilocks Ranunculus auricomus
Many patches found in Thorley Copse, a previously
unrecorded site for this ancient woodland indicator
plant. 52363893, ML & PS.
Purging Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica
Seven large bushes in species-rich, unmanaged
hedgerow by footpath from Hoy's Monument to
Moorhills SZ500787, TT (Fig. 1). There are few
ancient species-rich hedgerows in south Wight but
this one is an historic trackway used to drive
livestock up onto St Catherine’s Hill which was at
one time common grazing land. There is another
sunken trackway at right angles to this highway
which leads to Sibbecks and an additional large
bush of Purging Buckthorn was found in this
species-rich hedgerow SZ504788, CP.
Purging Buckthorn is a rare hedgerow species on
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the Island (although probably overlooked to some
degree) and these are the first modern records
from south Wight.

Fig.1: Bushes of Purging Buckthorn (Rhamnus
cathartica) by footpath to The Hermitage.

Field Pansy x Wild Pansy Viola x contempta
Single plant in set-aside field off Horsebridge Hill,
Parkhurst SZ495924, PS.
Sea Spurge Euphorbia paralais
A single plant growing at the top of the shore at
Priory Bay SZ634903, IA (Fig. 2). This is the first
record from East Wight since 1951, when it was still
growing at St Helen’s Duver. It is possible that this
plant could have arisen from seed carried by tides
from Sandy Point, Hayling Island where it grows.
Water-purslane Lythrum portula
Recorded from Alverstone Mead SZ580853 and
Sandown Waterworks marsh SZ593854, both RL.
Great x American Willowherb hybrid

Epilobium x novae-civitatis
Two plants on set-aside field off Horsebridge Hill,
Parkhurst SZ495924, PS. First Island record for this
hybrid.
Prickly Saltwort Salsola kali
A single plant on the beach at Cowes, west of
Mornington Road SZ487966, AM. First record from
Cowes since 1844.









Waterer’s Cotoneaster Cotoneaster x wateri
One large self-sown bush by a trackway in Nunney's
Wood, Ningwood $7402894, PS & ML. First Island
record.

Sulphur Cinquefoil
Three plants at Lynn
S7536883, PS & ML.
Jersey EIm

Potentilla recta
Bottom waste tip site

Ulmus minor subsp. sarniensis

Still surviving well, but overlooked, alongside of
Whippingham Station Lane SZ524915, CP (Fig. é). It
was introduced to the Osborne Estate by Prince
Albert and these trees are survivors from that time.
Currently this species is not affected by Dutch Elm
Disease.

Fig. 6: Jersey Elm (Uimus minor subsp. sarniensis) by
Whippingham Station Lane.

Spotted Spurge Euphorbia maculata
Recorded from several urban sites in paving cracks
at Ryde, Cowes, Newport and Bouldnor, PS.
Little-robin Geranium purpureum
Four plants on the wall at Mottistone Manor garden,
S7405838, PS.

Kopata Geranium Pelargonium inodorum
This  Pelargonium,  which  first  appeared
unexpectedly on the sandy banks of Ryde Canoe
Lake, where it still grows, was found this year on
waste ground at Ventnor Botanic Garden S2549770,
CP. It is not cultivated in the Garden.

Smoke-tree
One self-sown
substation  in
S7588843, PS.
Chinese Mallow Malva verticillata
Twelve plants on road verge at Totland SZ325870,
PS.
Greek Sea-spurrey Spergularia bocconei
Around one thousand plants in Alum Bay car park
SZ307854, PS.
Clammy Goosefoot

Dysphania (Chenopodium) pumilo
Well established around plant propagation areas at
Ventnor Botanic Garden with many thousands of
plants SZ549769, CP (Fig. 7). Formerly known as a
rare casual of wool shoddy in this country but not
seen for many years.
Guernsey Pigweed Amaranthus blitum
Well established as a weed in propagation areas at
Ventnor Botanic Garden SZ549769, CP; single plant
in a street gutter at High Park Road, Ryde SZ601915,
CP; one plant at Forest Road Nurseries, Parkhurst
S7481898, PS.

Cotinus coggyria
gravel of electricity
Crescent, Sandown

plant in
Fairview

Fig. 7: Clammy Goosefoot (Dysphania (Chenopodium)
pumilo) at Ventnor Botanic Garden.

Japanese Cowslip Primula japonica
A surprising find of a single flowering plant by a
footpath at Blackgang SZ490769, 10 (Fig. 8). Quite
possibly cultivated at Blackgang Chine but this site
was some distance from here. First island record.
Variegated Greater Periwinkle

Vinca major var. oxyloba
Widespread alongside lane to Castle Haven,
Steephill SZ504754, TH.
Red Nightshade Solanum villosum
Frequent weed at Ventnor Botanic Garden in
cultivated areas SZ549769, CP.
Hungarian Mullein Verbascum speciosum
One plant at rear of Dinosaur lIsle car park,
Yaverland SZ606848, PS.
Cornish Bellflower Campanula alliariifolia

Two plants on wall top at Spring Hill, Ventnor
SZ559775, PS.
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Fig. 8: Japanese Cowslip (Primula japonica) by path
at Blackgang. Photo by lain Outlaw.

Jersey Cudweed

Laphangium (Gnaphalium) luteoalbum
Starting to appear more widely on waste ground at
Newport, East Cowes and Shorwell, PS.
Shoddy Ragwort Senecio pterophorus
One plant at Marshall Yard, East Cowes was a new
site for this recently spreading alien SZ501956, PS.
Oxford Ragwort Senecio squalidus
One plant by Medina Way, Newport SZ497892, PS.
Red Duckweed Lemna turionifera
Found to be well-established in several ditches at
Alverstone Mead S7Z580852, RL. This duckweed is
likely to have been overlooked, appearing
superficially like rather dirty Lesser Duckweed;
these are the first Island records. It was first
identified in the UK (by Richard Lansdown) in 2007.
Annual Beard-grass Polypogon monspeliensis
Several specimens appeared spontaneously in a
garden at St Lawrence, SZ531763, TS. Possibly
originated from wild bird seed.
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Hybrid Beard-grass x Agropogon lutosus
Two plants at Lynn Bottom Tip, SZ536883, PS & ML.
Compact Brome Anisantha madritensis
A remarkable population of two to three hundred

plants on waste ground at Godric Road, Staplers
S7Z511893, PS.
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