


78

little Horse-hair Fungus because of its long, purple-
brown spiky hairs on the whitish cap and dark stem. 
It is generally a local species and we have only ever 
recorded from Parkhurst Forest. David Bone det. CRP

*Mycena latifolia
This little grassland fungus is described as widespread 
but uncommon. It was found on the Osborne Estate on 
9th October and determined by Eric Janke. A first for 
the Island.

*Psathyrella noli-tangere
This is one of a large group of small, dark-spored fungi 
known as Brittlestems which are difficult to identify to 
species level. This one is described as occurring on soil 
or decayed vegetation in wet areas and is apparently 
widespread but uncommon and rarely recorded. It was 
collected at Briddlesford Copse during a foray on 10th 
October and subsequently identified by Phil Collier of 
the Hampshire Fungus Recording Group. New to the 
Island.

Pseudocraterellus sinuosus (Sinuous Chanterelle)
A group of these greyish False Chanterelles was found 
on an old bank in the north of Parkhurst Forest during 
a mini-foray on 27th November. It is described as being 
widespread but distinctly uncommon. There are a 
handful of other Island records. CRP

Typhula uncialis
This is a small white club fungus growing on decaying 
plant material. It was found whilst clearing herbaceous 
vegetation in a garden at High Park Road, Ryde on 
25th October, CRP. There is one previous record, from 
Mottistone Mill in 1980, identified by Derek Reid, but 
this is an easily overlooked species. Fig. 4.

Fig. 4: Typhula uncialis, a club fungus. Garden in Ryde

*Volvariella hypopithys
One was found on the Osborne Estate beneath oak 
on 9th October and determined by Eric Janke. A first 
for the Island. It is described as being widespread, but 
rarely reported.

CLUB FUNGI
Clavulinopsis umbrinella (Beige Coral)
Found in late November in grassland in the picnic area 
of Northwood House, Cowes by Allan Jackson. This is 
one of the fungi associated with old waxcap grassland 
and it widespread but uncommon. There are two 
previous Island records.  Fig. 5

POLYPORES
Ganoderma pfeifferi (Beeswax Bracket)
Several brackets on a large. felled Beech trunk in the 

north of Parkhurst Forest near Marks Corner on 27th 
November JH/CRP. There have been only two previous 
Island records. It is a characteristic species of old Beech 
trees.

*Piptoporus (Buglossoporus) quercina (Oak Polypore)

Found on a Lucombe Oak, planted in the 1850s at 
Osborne on 31st August CRP, conf AL. The first Island 
record. This is an English speciality of wood pasture with 
veteran oak trees and an early fruiter, generally past its 
best in mid-September when the foraying season gets 
underway. Although rare, its distribution is becoming 
better known as a result of publicity encouraging targeted 
searches. It was originally found on veteran parkland 
oaks in Windsor Park and Sherwood Forest, but it is now 
known not to be confined to veteran trees but can occur 
on younger trees. However, it has never previously been 
found on Lucombe Oak, which is a hybrid between 
Turkey and Cork Oak. On the Continent, Oak Polypore 
has been recorded growing on Turkey Oak, where it is a 
native species. It is one of the few fungi protected under 
the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, making it illegal to 
damage sites where it grows.  Fig. 6.

Fig. 5: Beige Coral, Clavulinopsis umbrinella, Northwood House 
grassland, Cowes. Photo: Allan Jackson

Fig. 6: Oak Polypore, Piptoporus quercina on a Lucombe Oak at 
Osborne. First Island record

Podoscypha multizonata (Zoned Rosette)
A particularly fine specimen of this rosette forming 
basidiomycete was found in Quarr Abbey grounds, 
just outside the pig enclosures by Mark Porter on 19th 
October. There have been four previous Island records 
from Osborne, Briddlesford and Firestone, the last in 
1995.  This is a wood pasture species occurring with 
veteran trees. Leathery fronds in dense rosettes arise 
from buried roots of living oak. Some 80% of all known 
world sites are in England. Unfortunately, the specimen 



79

was collected a few days after discovery, always a risk 
when an attractive species grows in a very public site. 
Fig. 7

Fig. 7: Zoned Rosette, Podoscypha multizonata, in grounds of Quarr 
Abbey. Photo: Mark Porter

RESUPINATES
*Cristinia coprophila
This creamy crust was found and identified by Sue 
Rogerson on a foray in Briddlesford Copse on 10th 
October. There are very few UK records, mostly from 
the Royal Parks around London. Fig. 8

Fig. 8: Cristinia coprophila, Briddlesford Copse. First Island record. 
Photo: Sue Rogerson

Terana caerulea (Cobalt Crust)
This unmistakeable intense blue crust was found in 
quantity on fallen hazel twigs on land off Long Lane, 
near East Standen Farm, by Brian Simms, det. CRP. It is 
widespread but uncommon in England and Wales and 
there have been a handful of previous records on the 
Island. Fig. 9.

RUSTS & SMUTS
*Septoria posoniensis 
On the visit to Cliff Copse, Shanklin on 12th May, many 
of the clumps of Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage 
(Chrysosplenium oppositifolium) were looking rather 
sickly. 

Microscopic investigation showed that this was due to 
infection by the host specific coelomycete, Septoria 

posoniensis. This is new record for the Island CRP. 
Fig. 10.

MICROFUNGI
*Hypomyces papulasporae
In the autumn, Stuart Skeates alerted the Hampshire 
Fungus Recording Group to look for a white mould 
with distinctive spores growing over earthtongue fungi. 
He said that there were not many UK records but he 
thought that it must be more widespread. On our foray 
to Northwood Cemetery on 21st November, Jillie Pope 
found a white mould growing on the earthtongue 
Trichoglossum hirsutum which was subsequently 
confirmed as Hypomyces papulasporae CRP. First 
Island record. Hypomyces are a group of ascomycete 
moulds which parasitise larger fungi. Fig. 11.

Fig. 9: Cobalt Crust, Terana caerulea, off Long Lane near Downend

Fig. 10: 10 Septoria posoniensis growing on Opposite-leaved Golden 
Saxifrage, Cliff Copse, Shanklin. First Island record.

Fig. 11: An Earthtongue, 
Trichoglossum hirsiutum, 
infected by Hypomyces 
papulasporae (right hand 
specimen), Northwood 
Cemetery. First Island 
record
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*Ramularia centaureae (triboutiana)
A white mould confined to knapweeds was found on 
Common Knapweed at Newtown Rifle Range on 25th 
May by Barry Angell, det. DB. First Island record. There 
are only a few other UK records but this is an under-
recorded taxon.

Recorders
AL Alan Lucas; CP Colin Pope; DB David Biggs; EJ Eric 
Janke; IO Iain Outlaw; MP Mark Porter; SR Sue Rogerson 

Many thanks also to the many forayers who have 
found interesting and noteworthy specimens this year 
including Dave, Natalie & Selena Bone, Iain Outlaw, 
Jillie Pope, Mark Porter, Allan Jackson, Brian Simms and 
Barry Angell. 

Abbreviations: det. Determined by; conf. Confirmed by

All photographs by the author excepting where 
indicated.
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