





flooding event had overwhelmed a simple turf dam
at this location. It is also possible that prior to its
topping up with clay and gravel in context 102, this
bank had served no other function than to provide a
causeway crossing-point on the marshy floor of the
valley. In either event, an early date is suggested by
nine small unabraded pottery sherds of high-
medieval character (c.1350-1450). Environmental
samples taken from this deposit and from the other
two ponds proved to be uninformative.

Eventual slumping of this primary bank seems to
have necessitated an upgrading and heightening.
The apex of this bank was subsequently topped with
a dump of angular gravel mixed with a matrix of
sticky light brown-orange clay (Fig. 2 context 102).
Once heightened, this bank would extend the
boundary of the pond water further upstream.
Perhaps, after the optimum water-level was attained
in this pond, attention eventually turned to the
construction ponds 2 and 3. A sluice in bank 1 was
surely necessary, although no trace could be found.
Judged by the central position of the present stream
-cut breach, it seems that this had been long swept
away.

Pond 2

At the lower end of pond 2, bank 2 also rested on
the gravel floor of the valley (104). This bank was
sited some 55m south-west of bank 1 (Fig. 1b). It was
bisected at its centre by a later farm track that can be

clearly seen in the LIDAR view Fig.1c. In Fig. 2, a
cross-section of this bank shows a slightly tapered
and flattened deposit of dark greyish-brown silty clay
(107). Where investigated, this clay was found to
contain inclusions of abraded chalk and angular
fragments of Bembridge limestone. This core
deposit produced two fragments of late 17t century
pottery. These were sealed beneath a substantial
mound of dark-medium greyish brown clay (106).
The clay contained fewer inclusions of gravel flint
and a little more limestone. Two sherds of late 18t
century pottery, animal bone and brick were
recovered from this upper bank deposit.

The overall cross-section of bank 2 shows a uniform
profile with no obvious indication of slumping in its
clayey  composition.  This, apparently, was
impermeable enough to retain ponded water, for no
additional clay sealing could be found. Like bank 1,
it seems that a sluice-gate must have been lost
during a breaching of this bank. In this instance, the
scatter of Bembridge limestone fragments offered a
hint as to where this structure may have sited.
Bembridge limestone is superior building material
selectively used in high status medieval and post-
medieval buildings on Wight. In the Bowcombe
valley, however, as demonstrated at Carisbrooke
castle, its use has been virtually excluded in favour of
local Greensand. For a sluice, however, Greensand
could offer no enduring qualities.

Fig. 2: Cross-sections of banks 1 & 3 and pond edge profile of pond 2 at Plaish.
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Pond 3

Bank 3 was sited some 85m north-east of bank 2.
Here it now carries a field boundary and a wooden
fence (Fig. 3). At this location the ancient course of
the stream had once formed a narrow weir beneath
the body of the embanked dam. Figure 3 shows
where the natural streambed (104) and the
underlying chalk bedrock (105) had been scoured to
a depth of some 0.3m. It seems possible that this
was the plunge pool of a postulated sluice-gate that
once occupied this narrow gap. Large angular
fragments of potentially re-used, limestone building
material (111) rested in a slight hollow in the upper
horizon of the gravel (104). These lumps of
Bembridge limestone, and some smaller angular
fragments, were all held in a light grey silty clay
matrix. Judged by their position, it appeared that
these stones had either slumped or settled from a
more upright position. This, perhaps, was the last
trace of a stone-reinforced sluice.

E Fence Line

Above limestone deposit 111, shown in Fig. 3, a
heaped dump of late 18" century pottery had been
deposited within a dark grey silty-sandy-clay matrix.
This deposit also contained angular fragments of
chalk, gravel flint and some more fragments of
Bembridge limestone (context 110). All was sealed
by a substantial body of light brownish-grey sticky
clay (context 109). This upper deposit formed the
main component of the bank, its profile having
apparently subsided to a low angle of repose of
some 45° after spreading across the natural gravel
surface. Four sherds of late 18t century pottery were
embodied in this clay.

The recorded section, in Fig. 3 also shows that a thin
capping of gravel-rich brown clay had once been
added to the top of this bank (context 108). This, in
turn, had finally acquired a blanket of fertile topsail,
a product, perhaps, of sustained animal grazing after
the drained pond had reverted to a water meadow
(context 101).

32.11m OD

Bank 3 (section 114)

1m

Hedge Line

34.79m OD

—(101) 7 o

Pond 3 southern edge profile

Fig. 3: Bank 3 section and pond edge profile at pond 3.

The Artefacts

The pottery: Methodology

The pottery assemblage from Plaish has been
identified with the aid of the Guide to the
classification of medieval ceramic forms published
by the Medieval Pottery Research Group (1998) and
the publications of Algar (1979), Coleman-Smith &
Pearson (1988), Mepham (2000) and Slowikowski et
al (2001) Unfortunately, the lack of an official printed
or digitised type series for the pottery of the Isle of
Wight hampers consistency in the ceramic record.

Local fabric types were also consulted from a type
series held by the author from archived collections
from various sites in the Isle of Wight and the
southern counties.

The medieval pottery fabrics

In the base of bank 112, context 103 produced nine
sherds medieval pottery. These comprised body
sherds and one small fragment of an everted rim
(Fig. 4, P1). The fabrics of these Plaish sherds have
been recognised on other sites across the Isle of
Wight, while a concentration in the environs of

31



Newport hints that a kiln source might, perhaps, be
located somewhere in or around this medieval town
(Duncan Brown. pers. comm.). With this in mind the
provisional name of 'Newport ware' has been
considered (D. Brown ibid). All of these Plaish sherds
are unabraded and derive from either cooking pots
or jars. The small size of these fragments suggests
that they may not have travelled far from their
original place of breakage. Three variations in their
fabric are summarised here:

1.High medieval sandy coarse ware; brown surface,
grey core; smooth clay matrix; inclusions, abundant
well-sorted medium quartz, moderate red iron oxide
particles, moderately abundant organics.

2.High medieval red sandy ware; red-pink to pink
surface, grey core; sandy clay matrix with abundant

fine well-sorted quartz and red iron oxide particles.
3.High medieval chalk-tempered coarse ware; red-
brown surface, brownish-grey core; sandy clay matrix
with abundant moderate chalk & quartz.

The post-medieval pottery

The post-medieval pottery from Plaish comprised a
tight group of coarse wares and table wares of the
period c. 1780-1850. The table wares (dishes &
bowls) were represented by 98 fragments
amounting to a weight of 5.9kg and a maximum of
16 vessels. Most of these sherds were recovered
from the pottery dump in context 110 in bank 3.
Some smaller quantities were recovered from
context 109 in bank 3 and from contexts 107 and
106 in bank 113.

Fig. 4: Medieval cooking pot P1; Donyatt

pancheon P2 and post-medieval Verwood
medieval vessels P3-P12.

P1. Everted rim of high medieval jar/
cooking pot. From bank 1 context 109.

P2. Donyatt pancheon or dish. Mid 17t
century. From bank 2, context 107.
P3. Verwood bowl with internal

yellowish glaze flecked with brown

manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century.

From bank 3, context 110.

P9

P10

P4. Verwood vessel. Late 18"~ early 19t
century. From bank 2 context 107.

P5. Verwood chamber pot with internal
yellowish glaze flecked with brown
manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century.
From bank 3, context 110.

P6. Verwood shallow dish with internal
brownish glaze flecked with brown
manganese. Fabric 6. Late 17"-mid 18"
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P7. Verwood dish with internal yellowish
glaze flecked with brown manganese.
Fabric 6. Late 18% century. From bank 3
context 110.

P8. Verwood dish with internal yellowish

glaze flecked with brown manganese.

P11

Fabric 6. Late 18% century. From bank 3
context 110.

P9. Verwood dish with internal khaki-
brown matt glaze flecked with brown
manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century.

From bank 3 context 110.

~
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P12

10cm

P10. Verwood bowl with internal
yellowish-white glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18"
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P11. Verwood deep-sided bowl with
internal brownish-orange glaze flecked
with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late
18 century. From bank 3 context 110.
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P12. Verwood pancheon with internal
yellowish glaze flecked with brown
manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century.
From bank 3 context 110.



The post-medieval pottery fabrics

4. Donyatt ware from south Somerset (Fig. 4, P2).
This example shows a fairly hard oxidised red-
orange surface with a dark green vitreous internal
glaze. The sandy fabric shows a grey core with fine
quartz grits and iron oxide particles.

5. London/Bristol grey salted stoneware.

6. Verwood ware. Buff-white surface with buff-white
or pink core. A smooth clay matrix with abundant
inclusions of well-sorted quartz grains and moderate
quantities iron oxide particles.

7. A late post-medieval red ware with red surface
and core. Fine sandy clay matrix with abundant
inclusion of fine/medium well-sorted quartz grains
and moderate fine red iron oxide particles.

8. London/Bristol cream ware.

9. London/Bristol tin-glazed ware.

10. Yorkshire buff ware

11. Pearl ware.

12. Midlands black-glazed red ware with red core. A
sandy clay matrix shows abundant inclusions of fine
quartz grains.

13. Sandy red ware with internal white slip and clear
glaze.

The post-medieval pottery assemblages

The earliest examples of post-medieval pottery were
recovered from context 107 in cross-bank 2. Of the
two sherds in this context, one was a fragment of a
London/Bristol salt-glazed jug of the kind copied
from the Bartmann-style (Bellarmine) imports of the
17t century. The second was a rim fragment of a mid
-17* century pancheon or dish with an internal dark
matt green glaze.

The second stratified find of post-medieval pottery
came from context 106 in the upper part of cross-
bank 2. Here were two sherds representing the basal
portion of a dish and a rim fragment of a jug. Both
were products of the Verwood potteries, best
attributed to the late 18" or early 19 century.

The third group of post-medieval vessels was
recovered from dump context 110 in cross bank 3.
This amounted to 32kg of sherds representing a
maximum of 57 vessels. On sherd count, Verwood
products amounted to 83% of the late 18th- early
19t century pottery recovered from this context.
This predominance was followed by 15% cream
wares and just 1% Midlands black-glazed wares. The
remainder comprised a minor incidence of tin-
glazed wares, Yorkshire buff ware and Pearl ware
(fabrics 9-11).

When quantified by the minimal number of vessels,
the overall percentage changes but the proportion
of vessel/fabric types remain much the same. For
example, the Verwood products still dominate (at
73%) with Cream wares following at 19% and the
remaining four wares each scoring 2%.

The fourth group of post-medieval pottery was
recovered from the upper clay deposit that formed
the greater bulk of cross-bank 3 (Fig. 3, context 110).
This minor collection amounted to a basal portion of
a typical Verwood dish and fragments of a
Hampshire redware chamber pot. The latter
displayed an internal white slip and traces of a clear
glaze.

The favoured Verwood types

Amongst the Verwood products there were twenty-
four large pancheons; eight bread bins; six dishes;
four chamber pots; two jugs and a single butter
churn. The majority of these vessels displayed either
a speckled iron-rich glaze or a greenish translucent
lead glaze. Several large pancheons and dishes
showed potting defects typical of kiln ‘seconds’.
There were also some variations in rim forms
amongst both the pancheons and the bread bins
(figures 4-9).

A most unusual feature on three of the pancheons
was the presence of incised batch marks (Fig. 5, 17-
19). Despite the daunting number of Verwood
products examined and published by Jo Draper and
Penny Copeland-Griffiths (1998 & 2002), both
authors have confirmed that no use of batch marks
has been previously observed. In these Plaish
examples, the slashed incisions of | and Il had been
cut on the rim before glazing.

Other wares

Cream ware was represented by seven plain shallow
dishes; two teapots; a single saucer and the handle
of a chamber pot. The remaining forms were single
examples of local red ware, a Pearlware cup; a
Yorkshire buff ware chamber pot (Fig. 10, P53) and a
tin-glazed dish and a black-glazed vessel from the
Midlands.

Interpreting the pottery

The pottery recovered at Plaish falls into several
significant stratified groups. The nine medieval
sherds found in the basal make-up of bank 1
(context 103) were unabraded an potentially offer a
construction date for this earthwork of ¢.1350-1450.
A possibility remains, however, that these sherds
could have become embodied in the base of this
embankment after being scraped up from the
nearby landscape. This could place this feature in
the same date range as the other two pond banks.
The sherds recovered from contexts 106 and 107 in
bank 2, and from context 109 in bank 3, also showed
little sign of abrasion. This suggests that the
construction of all three ponds had required a
gathering of clay and soil that included domestic
refuse. The latter, it seems, had escaped weathering
or ‘turning over’ during cultivation activities.

The larger group of sherds, retrieved from dump
110 in cross-bank 3, was recovered with fragments
of glass vessels and ceramic building materials. The
nearest potential source of these items lay just 140
metres away in the 17" century stone farmhouse at
Plaish. With the range of these ceramic vessels
dominated by large pancheons, bread bins, dishes
and a butter churn, it is easy to see how all might be
particularly associated with dairying. The presence
of tableware and utilitarian items such as chamber-
pots well befits a pattern of general waste disposal
by a farming family whose home and livelihood lay
amongst valley-bottom water meadows so well
suited to dairy cattle.
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Fig. 5: Post-medieval Verwood bowls (P13 & 19), dishes
(P15, 15, 17, 18) and pancheons 16 & 20) from bank 3,
context 110. Vessels P18-P20 each display a batch-marked
rim.

P13. Verwood bowl with internal yellowish-green glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Early-mid 18"
century. (1488.110, From bank 3 context 110.

P14. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century. (1488.110,
From bank 3 context 110.

P15. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century. (1488.110,
From bank 3 context 110.

P16. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze flecked
with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century. From
bank 3 context 110.

P17. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Early-mid 18" century. From
bank 3 context 110.

P18. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Over-glazed batch mark |
scored on rim. Early-mid 18" century. From bank 3 context
110.

P19. Verwood deep-sided bowl with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Over-glazed batch
mark /l scored on rim. Late 18™ century. From bank 3 context
110.

P20. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze flecked
with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Over-glazed batch mark /1
scored on rim. Late 18" century. From bank 3 context 110.

Fig. 6: Post-medieval Verwood dishes (P21 & P24) and
pancheons from bank 3, context 110.

P21. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked
with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century. From
bank 3 context 110.

P22. Verwood pancheon with internal greenish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P23. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P24. Verwood dish with internal abraded yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P25. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P26. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P27. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Early-mid 18%
century. (Bank 3 context.110) 114).

P28. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish-white
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-late
18™ century. From bank 3 context 110.
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Fig. 8: Post-medieval Verwood bread bins
P37-P42 from bank 3 context 110.

P37. Verwood Bread bin with internal yellowish
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6.
Mid-late 18 century. From bank 3 context 110.
P38. Verwood Bread bin with internal brownish
matt glaze flecked with brown manganese.
Fabric 6. Late 18" century.

P39. Verwood Bread bin with internal yellowish
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6.
Late 18%"-Early 19 century. From bank 3 context
110.

P40. Verwood Bread bin with internal brownish
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6.
Late 18t century. From bank 3 context 110.

P41. Verwood Bread bin with internal brownish
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6.
Mid-late 18t century. From bank 3 context 110.
P42. Verwood Bread bin with internal greenish
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6.
Late 18t century. From bank 3 context 110.

Fig. 8, P43. Verwood Bread bin base with
internal greenish glaze flecked with brown
manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18" century. From
bank 3 context 110.

Fig. 7: Post-medieval dishes (P32 & 33) and pancheons from
Bank 3 context 110.

P29. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish-green glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18™ century.
From bank 3 context 110.

P30. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P31. Verwood deep sided pancheon with internal yellowish
glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Late 18%
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P32. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Early-mid 18" century.
(1488.110).

P33. Verwood dish with internal yellowish glaze flecked with
brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-late 18" century. From
bank 3 context 110.

P34. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-late 18®
century. From bank 3 context 110.

P35. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish glaze
flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6. Mid-18" century.
From bank 3 context 110.

Fig. 7, P36. Verwood pancheon with internal yellowish
splashed glaze flecked with brown manganese. Fabric 6.
Late 18% century. From bank 3 context 110.
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