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ADDITIONAL RECORDS OF PLANT GALLS FROM THE ISLE OF WIGHT - 2014 

Dr. D. T. Biggs 

Only two new plant gall species have been found this year, both from the Osborne House Estate, one caused by an aphid 
and the other caused by a gall-midge. 

HOMOPTERA: APHIDIDAE 

Hamamelistes betulinus Horvath, 1896 on Downy Birch (Betula pubescens) 
The gall caused by this aphid is a thickened bulge, convex upwards, situated between two adjacent side-veins of the leaf, 
there being often several on one leaf. The bulge can extend to 10mm long and if several galls occur together the whole 
leaf can be deformed. The aphids which induce this gall are small (1.5mm) and black or dark brown with a waxy 
covering. They live in dense colonies in the concavity on the lower leaf surface. The species is found from western 
Europe to Siberia. My specimen came from Osborne SZ525951 and was found on April 22nd 2014. 

DIPTERA: CECIDOMYIIDAE 

Zygiobia carpini (F. Low, 1874) on Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) 
I found this gall at New Barn, Osborne SZ514954 on May 31 st 2014. The gall consisted of the midrib of the leaf between 
the junctions of two adjacent lateral veins, being swollen and pallid and 4-5mm across. Visible only on the underside of 
the leaf, several galls were found coalescing along the midrib. Each gall contained a single white larva which would later 
pupate in the soil. Despite extensive searching I found the galls on one leaf only. The species is found across western, 
central and southern Europe. 
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