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NEW VICE-COUNTY RECORDS FOR HEMIPTERA ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT- 2014 

Dr. D. T. Biggs 

Three new Hemipterans were found this year, one True Bug belonging to the Heteroptera and two aphid species 
belonging to the Homoptera. 

HETEROPTERA: LYGAEIDAE 

Beosus maritimus (Scopoli, 1763) 
On June 6th 2014 Ian Boyd found this bug and photographed it on English Stonecrop Sedum anglicum at Ventnor Botanic 
Gardens SZ546769. It is largely restricted to the south coasts of England and Wales, occurring from Essex to Cornwall, 
in Glamorgan and Pembrokeshire. The usual habitat of this insect is sand dunes. It measures 6.2-7.2 mm in length. It is 
pale brown in colour with darker brown markings and dark spots and puncturations. It is covered with a silvery 
pubescence. 

Figure 1: Beosus maritimus (Scopoli, 1763) Figure 2: Illinoia liriodendri (Monell, 1879) 

HOMOPTERA: APHIDIDAE 

Illinoia liriodendri (Monell, 1879) 
This is the Tulip Tree Aphid, originally from North America and which appeared in France in 1998, in Italy in 2001, and 
the U.K. and Germany in 2004. Southern England and Wales are its strongholds. The winged forms are light green with 
the antennae and siphunculi black. They measure 1.8-2. 7 mm in length. A reddish form occurs in North America. This 
aphid undergoes its whole life-cycle on the Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera. Steve Plummer found numerous 
individuals on the tree in Freshwater Churchyard SZ347874 on November 6th 2014, his attention being drawn to the tree 
by the feeding activity of goldcrests. 

Uroleucon cirsii (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Alan Outen, on the Island to lead our annual fungus foray, found numbers of this aphid on Creeping Thistle Cirsium 
arvense at Newnham Farrn, Binstead SZ5699 on October 5th 2014. The insect is 4mm long, a dark reddish-brown with 
black spots and with the bases of the femora and the cauda yellow. The aphids are found on the stems and on the 
underside of the leaves. They can cause puckering and in-rolling of the leaf-edges. Found throughout western and 
central Europe, there seem to be very few records. 
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