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The current Isle of Wight Natural History and Archaeological Society was founded in 1919 as the ‘Isle of Wight Natural
History Society’. (Archaeology was added in 1926). However, an early nineteenth century Isle of Wight ‘guide book’
included the paragraph:

A very valuable establishment, under the title of ‘The Isle of Wight Institution’, was founded at Newport in the
year 1810; it has very general support, indeed so much so, as to enable its members to erect an elegant stone
building in St James’s Square, where a very valuable library is already formed. Here also the ‘Society for
studying the Natural History of the Island’, which has lately been established, holds its meetings, and deposits
its geological specimens, in a room set apart for that purpose. There is no doubt but that the scientific pursuits
of this society will prove highly beneficial to the public, as well as creditable to the individual industry and
talent of its members. The Rev. Daniel Tyerman, formerly secretary to the society, has published ‘An
Introductory Paper’ — specifying the subjects and the scope of their researches (Clark 1819).

A ‘Permanent Subscription Library’ had been established in Newport in 1801, but folded. In 1810, a subscription library
was re-established, paying £18 18s for the stock of the former library, and being accommodated in rented room(s). The
library began to look for its own premises, and in 1818 joined with investors in a development that became the ‘Isle of
Wight Institution” - this is now the County Club. The Isle of Wight Institution sought tenants and rented rooms to the
Island’s first Natural History Society. The secretary of the society, Daniel Tyerman, (also a long-term serving committee
member of the subscription library and probably a *1810° founder member), had moved to the Island as the first minister
of a new congregational chapel, that for many years was Beavis’ shop/café in Upper St James Street.
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Built as the Isle of Wight Institution; now Opened in 1804 as the Nodehill Congregational
the Isle of Wight County Club, located over shops. Church; for many years was Beavis shop/café.

It appears that there is only one surviving copy of Tyerman’s ‘Introductory Paper’ (reproduced here as appendix A). This
is held in the library of Yale University. The paper is dated 3 May 1814, making 2014 the bicentenary. The remainder of
this article gives available background on Daniel Tyerman, puts the society he launched into the context of other early
natural history societies, examines the agenda he set out for the Isle of Wight society, details what became of him, and
speculates on what happened to the first Isle of Wight Natural History Society.

Daniel Tyerman

In a reflective essay written when he was aged 21, Tyerman noted that he entered Hoxton Academy in 1795 (aged 22), to
prepare himself for the congregational ministry (Congregational Magazine, 1833). As a dissenter, he could not attend an
English university (in fact, the University of London, founded in 1826, was the first to admit non-conformists). The
original Hoxton Academy, which closed in 1785, was renowned for its strong scientific tradition. Of the new ‘Hoxton
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Independent College’, which occupied the former Academy buildings, Maclachan (1931) remarked on ‘the comparatively
slight reading of classics and the neglect of science’.

Projecting back from the 1851 census (when data was collected on church attendance), in 1804 when Tyerman moved to
the Isle of Wight, the Island is likely to have had more dissenters than the average for England and Wales, and is almost
certain to have had more than the average for the South East of England (see table 1). This is significant in interpreting
Isle of Wight history as dissenters were more likely to have been Liberals, more likely to have been opposed to slavery
etc. In addition to Tyerman, the Island attracted some other notable non-conformist ministers including John Sturch who
published 4 view of the Isle of Wight, and Edmund Kell who was a noted antiquarian (Anon 1875).

Table 1: Religious census of 1851 — attendances at Church of England and other denomination
services, per 1000 population (Vickers, 1993 and online historical population reports).

District Moming service Afternoon service Evening service
England and Wales Cof E 132 98 45
excluding [OW Other 115 71 120
South East excluding IOW Cof E 194 150 50
Other 83 46 82
Hampshire excluding IOW Cof E 204 146 60
Other 99 50 98
oW Cof E 176 129 58
Other 158 100 188

In spite of his restricted education, Tyerman read widely on science and theology, and evidenced this in a book he
published in 1818 that is now available on-line (Tyerman, 1818). For example, he understood that:

. the earth is an obligate spheroid.

. water is made of hydrogen and oxygen.

D the atmosphere comprises nitrogen, oxygen and carbon dioxide. (It would be 1868 before the first noble
gas was discovered).

° the speed of light is 160,000 miles a second. (The modern value is 186,000 miles a second).

Early natural history societies

The earliest natural history society appears to have been the ‘Temple Coffee House Botanic Club’, which was founded in
1698 (Allen 1976). In his book, Allen charts a shift from Gentleman’s Clubs (the Island had a ‘Society of Gentlemen’
(Gale 2013)), through more learned ‘Literary and Philosophical Societies’/specialist ‘Natural History Societies’ to ‘Field
Clubs’ (such as the Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society). The early organisations tended to be restricted to
‘gentlemen’ i.e. males of social standing.

Agenda set out by Daniel Tyerman for the 1814 Isle of Wight Natural History Society

As may be seen from appendix A, Tyerman set out a wide agenda for the first Isle of Wight Natural History Society
including an understanding of the geomorphology of the Island, botany, zoology, geology, palacontology, meteorology,
and what would be considered outside the remit of a modem natural history society — public health. Clearly influenced by
the enlightenment, he had great expectations for the human understanding of nature. He concluded by extolling ‘rational
pleasure and intellectual improvement’.

Deputation to the South Seas
In 1821, the London Missionary Society (LMS), which was multi-denominational, requested Tyerman to join a
deputation to inspect its mission stations on Pacific islands, Australia, New Zealand, China, India, Mauritius and
Madagascar. He had been widowed for a second time in 1816, but had young sons aged 10 and 8, a daughter aged 6, and
two older children from his first marriage. The young children may have been left with relatives on the mainland as his
son Daniel Fletcher Tyerman, born on 20 April 1811, subsequently became apprenticed as an apothecary to his cousin in
Brighton; he later emigrated to New Zealand, a country visited a number of years earlier by Tyerman senior, where he
came close to being eaten by natives (Montgomery 1841: on-line, chapter XXV, p.182). Thomas Fletcher Tyerman, born
4 September 1812, also entered the medical profession. He became a keen amateur astronomer and poet.

The LMS may have ‘head hunted’ Rev Tyerman because he was an experienced minister whom the ‘visited’
missionaries would respect; but in addition he had demonstrated his wide knowledge of science/natural history and he
was also an artist. (The LMS was keen for sketches of their mission stations - the camera had yet to be invented).
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View from the water, looking towards Fare settlement in the Island of Hunhine, with houses at the foot of
volcanic hills. A European ship is moored close to the settlement, and several canoes, with and without sails,
are in the foreground and middle distance. Rowers are clearly depicted in the two nearest canoes.
Monotone ink and wash 105 x 145 mm 1821
by Daniel Tyerman. Source: National Library of New Zealand

Recently Sujit Sivasundaram (2005) published a book that explores the ethos of the LMS. Sivasundaram points out that
the mission promoted science and knowledge of local natural history as a means of improving conditions for local people
and of winning converts. Back in London, the mission had a museum of ethnographic artefacts and natural history.

It is of note that George Bennet, who was the other member of the two-man LMS deputation, was advised before leaving
to:

Take some elementary works on natural history with you, which may suggest subjects of inquiry into the
products of sea and land. Pray examine minutely all the pebbles, shells and sea-weeds, - and you may send me
a specimen or two of these, if you have anything beautiful to spare (Holland & Everett 1855).

Tyerman’s experience with the Natural History Society on the Isle of Wight will perhaps have prepared him in a small
way for observations he subsequently made during his long expedition. Whether he corresponded back with the Isle of
Wight Society is not known. His former congregation, however, clearly held him in high regard and sometime after he
died they erected a handsome memorial in Nodehill Chapel that can still be seen in the Beavis café.

What became of the first Isle of Wight Natural History Society?

Having been launched in 1814 by Tyerman’s ‘Introductory Paper’, the only other known reference to the Natural History
Society (apart from the brief reference in Clark’s Delineator) is in the minute book of the subscription library/Isle of
Wight Institution for 1819 conceming room hire (Gale 2013). However, in a book of lectures that he gave to the Isle of
Wight Philosophical Society, William Lempriére relates:

Some gentlemen of Newport who had directed their attention to scientific pursuits, agreed to collect specimens
of the various branches for the purpose of establishing a small museum, such as might throw more light upon
the natural history of the Island; and to meet periodically, and communicate to each other their ideas on the



subject. Such was the basis upon which the present Society was originally founded; and, though then confined
to the Island productions only, its tendency, and the discussions to which it gave rise, were well calculated to
contribute to philosophical improvements in general. But the establishment of societies in various parts of the
kingdom upon a more enlarged scale, which should embrace every branch of useful knowledge, and the rapid
success and obviously good effecis of one of those associations in a neighbouring town [Portsmouth), naturally
suggested the utility of not confining the Island Institution to local investigations only, or simply to natural
history; but that the door should be open to every branch of science within the compass of its members, or upon
which lecturers could be found who were able and willing to assist it with their knowledge and talents
(Lempriere 1830).

The Institution’s account book for June 4 1821 notes:
Of the Rev D Tyerman on account of the Philosophical Society, being the balance in his hands £12 2s 8d.

This entry was made just after Tyerman’s departure in May 1821 for the South Seas, and in particular there is no separate
account for the Natural History Society. It thus appears that sometime between 1819 and 1821, the Natural History
Society morphed into a more general Philosophical Society. What is certain is that through the second half of the
nineteenth century, the Island did not have its own society for natural history. However, the Hampshire Field Club and
Archaeological Society, which was founded in 1885, held meetings on the Isle of Wight and some Island residents
became members.

Conclusion
Had the Isle of Wight Natural History Society (founded in 1814) continued without interruption until the present day, our

society could have claimed to be the oldest in England. This is, however, the accolade of the Ashmolean Natural History
Society of Oxfordshire that was founded in 1828, closely followed by the Natural History Society of Northumbria which
was founded in 1829. Daniel Tyerman had a wide-ranging vision for the first Isle of Wight Society but as the society left
no accounts it is not possible to say how much it achieved. The current society’s unbroken run of published Proceedings
is surely its enduring ‘jewel in the crown’.
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Appendix A: An Introductory Paper read before the Society formed in order to investigate the
Natural History of the Isle of Wight, specifying the subjects and the scope of their researches

by the Rev. Daniel Tyerman

Advertisement
Apprehending that the Natural History of the Isle of Wight is but little known, several Gentlemen, who feel much
interested in pursuits of this kind, have formed themselves into a Society under the denomination of the Society of
the Natural History of the Isle of Wight, with the express design of extending their researches to every branch of
science comprehended under this extensive designation. While they are anxious to obtain a knowledge of those
various objects of nature which this Island may yield, they propose to make a collection of the curiosities which it
may furnish, and which may not only afford a high gratification to its inhabitants, but also to the many scientific
strangers who visit its delightful shores. Some progress has already been made; and the following paper is
submitted to the attention of the public, with the hope of exciting a general attention to those subjects among the
gentlemen of the Island, and in order to invite their co-operation. The Society will feel themselves extremely
obliged to any gentleman who may honour them with information on any of the subjects of their inquiries, or with
any curious specimens of the natural productions of the Island, to be deposited in their collection.

Gentlemen who may favour the Society with such communications, are requested to transmit them to the
Author, as its Secretary.

Introduction

Gentlemen, The mind of man is never so nobly employed as when investigating the works of God. It possesses
vast capacities, and is capable of a versatility of operation, as great as the objects in the universe are numerous.
However different their forms, however multiplied their component parts, and however complex their combined
essences, mind can modify its energies to them all, and demonstrate much, though more remains in mystery. The
works of Him who gives to all their breath, and being, and all things, concentrate a wisdom, a power, and a
goodness; and display a glory, a beauty, and a harmony, which excite an interest in the contemplative mind, which
those who experience it would infer must be universally felt, did not facts, almost incredible, too clearly prove the
contrary. Yes gentlemen, it is obvious, and as astonishing as it is obvious, that though a constellation of wonders
presents itself at every point of this surprising fabric, a laudable curiosity to investigate is excited in the minds of
few, while the generality of mankind are satisfied to be ignorant; too sensual to perceive its grandeur, and too
indolent to attempt a comprehension of its parts.

But, however much it is to be regretted that a taste for natural science is not more prevalent, the origination of
this society proves that it is not extinct; and while it proves that this sublime taste exists, I question not but it will
be the means of eliciting it, at least, if it does not give it being, in the minds of many around, and stand as a
durable monument in this Island, to shew, that there are within its sea-girt shores, men who can explore its
philosophy, while they are enamoured of its beauties.

This Island, so justly admired for its unrivalled scenery, and whose extending fame has engaged a remarkable
share of public attention, is so peculiarly suited to the objects of that Society which we have had the honour to
establish, that we cannot but be surprised that some similar institution should not have been formed at a much
earlier period. Its limits are not so extended as to render it impracticable to explore the regions which they
embrace; neither are they so confined as to deny scope for exertion, and objects sufficiently interesting and various
to gratify lasting investigation. In contemplating its length and its breadth, the eye finds somewhere to repose,
while an attempt to emulate those objects which are deserving of philosophical inquiry will prove, that it contains
a diversity not surpassed, probably, by any spot of the same dimensions on the surface of this terraqueous globe.
Multum in parvo briefly characterises our fertile island, which shall henceforth be called the abode of Philosophy.

The Society’s Aims

At the formation of this Society, you requested me to specify the duties of its members, and define the scope of its
inquiries. I will now attempt a discharge of the task which has devolved on me, while I regret that you have not
selected one of your number more equal to the undertaking.

We employ the terms ‘Natural History’ in the denomination of this Society, in their most extensive latitude, as
embracing every object in the mineral, the vegetable, and the animal kingdoms. To remember their scientific
names, and to be able to arrange them according to the approved and philosophical classification, however
important and necessary in order that we may proceed with pleasure and success, form but the smallest part of our
design; we propose to ascertain their nature and properties; that may be science, but this is philosophy. To be able
to apply the name to the thing which is denoted by it, however gratifying to the theorist, will not satisfy the
physiologist, who, by analysis, decomposition, and deep research, attempts to ascertain their attributes, their
essential qualities, and their component parts. We propose to unite theory and practice; and to illustrate abstract
propositions by the facts of philosophy; and from the facts of philosophy, to deduce data, from which to argue in
cases where mystery baffles all the attempts of experiment to develope the arcana of Nature. By this method of
pursuing knowledge, we shall at the same time add greatly to our own intellectual stores, and probably contribute
something towards enriching the pages of Natural History.



Many speculations have been advanced on the subject of the primitive state and the original extent of this
Island. Dwelling within its shores, we have the best opportunity for examination, & have access to the best data
from which to argue, in order to meet every inquiry relative to these subjects, which, with many others, have a
claim upon our attention. If it were originally united to the mainland, which was the point of union? what was the
extent of the neck of land by which this union was maintained? and by what means, and at what period, was a
disruption effected? From a view of the south side of the Island, and from an attention to both the eastern and
western extremities, it should seem, that it has been much more extensive than it is now found to be. Its
stupendous cliffs, extending along these shores, by no means appear to maintain their original form; but have
assumed a character which infers that a vast change has been effected by the fury, and the resistless assaults of the
impetuous ocean. What has been the extent of these devastations? how much more of this fertile spot may we
expect will be swallowed up in the merciless sea? and by what means may its ravages be the most effectively
prevented? A cursory view shews that a great and extensive change has taken place in the surface of this Island. I
particularly allude to the Undercliff, the whole of which presents the most novel and romantic appearance. Was
this low ground once on a level with the summits of the adjacent hills? if so, by what means was its settling
effected? was it a mere landslip? or was it owing to some other cause? and at what time did this remarkable
phenomenon happen? Extending the eye across the western part of the Island, from Freshwater Gate to Yarmouth,
and from Sandown Fort to Brading Harbour, at its eastern end, shall we not conclude that at some former period
the sea overflowed these parts, and, consequently, what is now one, was at a former era of its history, in three
islands? The Chines which are found in various parts, particularly along the southern side, claim our attention.
How were these chasms formed? was it by the wearing operation of the streams which they disgorge into the sea?
or was it by some sudden convulsion of nature*? The Island contains several Rivers, all of which run northward,
and empty themselves into the Solent Sea. Do they furish any thing deserving of the attention of the naturalist?
Are there any volcanic appearances in any part of the Island?

*As the word chine does not appear to be used in a similar application elsewhere, it would be interesting to

ascertain its derivation. Is it a corruption of the Saxon cinan, from which our English word chink, an opening

or crevice, or gaping, is derived? or has it some other origin?’

Botany

Botanical researches are peculiarly pleasing and instructive. The vegetable kingdom offers wide scope to a Society
of Natural History, and will amply repay the toil which may be necessary in order to obtain a knowledge of it as a
science, and to ascertain the number, and the physiological properties of plants. While an examination of their
structure cannot fail to excite in our minds the most admiring conceptions of that Divine Wisdom which planned
the arrangement of their several parts, and that Almighty Power which executed the mysterious design, an
investigation of the process and the means of vegetation, and an examination of the chymical properties, and the
medicinal virtues of plants, will afford the most elevated delight, and may possibly be productive of important
results to medical science. This Society will not be inattentive to these general principles; and at the same time
endeavour to make themselves acquainted with the botany of the Island. A spot so naturally productive, must
abound in the plants which are common to our country, and this climate; but it will be for us to ascertain whether
there is any new genus whose growth is confined to this Island, and whether there are any varieties of plants
whose genus is already known to other parts of the world. Our attention will not be confined to those which
flourish in our gardens and our fields, cultivated or wild; it will be extended to those marine productions also
which are growing on the surrounding rocks and shores. These inquiries will enable us to demonstrate whether any
grain or grasses unknown at present to the Island, can be cultivated here with advantage, and be recommended to
the husbandman. An attention to the botany of the Island will enable us to ascertain whether its vegetable
productions are subject to any remarkable diseases, or to be attacked by any peculiar blight; and suggest the means
of prevention.

Zoology

The Animal Kingdom has always peculiarly attracted the attention, and stimulated the inquiries of the naturalist
and the philosopher; its physiology and anatomy at the same time gratify the noblest curiosity, and contribute
extensively to the enlargement of the human mind. Neither of these will be overlooked by us. Should any
uncommon animal be discovered, its anatomy will claim our particular attention, while the general principles of its
physiology will be studied with care and perseverance. The animal productions of the surrounding sea well
deserve a share of our notice. Beside the scaly and crustaceous tribes, we shall make ourselves acquainted with the
Zoophytes, which an element, so replete with life, may furnish. Sponge, 1 believe, has not been thought to be a
native of these seas; but from a beautiful and perfect specimen of that species called the spongia oculata, or
branched sponge, which I found recently on the northern shores of Freshwater, I imagine that it is; and its
perfection and fresh appearance, induced me to suppose that it had been very lately severed from its native rock,
and cast uninjured upon the beach. This fact will awaken attention to the subject to which it relates. Does the
Island furnish any remarkable Insects, Reptiles, Birds, or Quadrupeds? This inquiry will naturally direct our views
to those numerous tribes of birds which annually visit the cliffs of Freshwater, for the purpose of propagating their
species. Of what genera are they? whence do they come? at what time do they arrive, and at what season do they
migrate? is there any thing remarkable in their habits, or in the manner in which they build their nests, rear their
young, or obtain their food? Are the quadrupeds of any particular species? Can the useful animals of this

13



14

description be improved, either by altering their food, or by introducing others of a different species? As utility is
the ultimate design of this Society, an attention to these inquiries may be of the greatest moment, both to the
landed interest and to the tenancy of the Island.

Geology & Palaeontology

But the naturalist and philosopher does not rest satisfied in an acquaintance with what is discoverable on the
surface of this globe. From what is more obvious, he extends his researches to what is more obscure and difficult
of access, in the bowels of the earth. Here are to be found treasures, which however unentertaining to mankind in
general, to the geologist, the mineralogist, and the chymist, afford unbounded entertainment, and scientific
improvement. This Island furnishes vast scope for the cultivation of those sciences to which I refer; and these
studies form an essential and prominent feature in the character of this Society.

The situation in which we are placed is peculiarly advantageous to Geological pursuits. This spot affords a
great diversity of Strata; and the elevated cliffs which are presented in various places, permit us to examine them
to an unusual extent and depth. A view of the stratification of this Island will not only lead us to examine the
distinct nature of each stratum, but also to inquire by what means, and at what probable periods their accumulation
was effected. While we consider that chain of hills which extends from the eastern to the western extremities of
the Island, and attempt to discover the limits of its calcareous materials, and the extent, and the causes of those
occasional breaks which we perceive, the causes of the formation of flint with which these, and all hills of a
similar formation abound, will be well deserving of our notice. We are surrounded by Rocks, some of which
appear in detached fragments, and others in vast masses of considerable altitude, and reaching several miles in
uninterrupted continuity. What are the component materials of these rocks? Do they consist of one homogenous
mass, or are they composed of strata of different substances? The Vegetable Soils which obtain will require
attention; and if any means can be suggested in order to improve their fertilising properties, it will be deemed a
discovery of vast magnitude to society.

Organised Fossil productions do not fail to awaken the curiosity of those of our species who are the most
careless and phlegmatic observers of nature. Substances excavated from the bowels of the earth discovering
vegetable and animal organisation, but now petrified, are justly deemed great curiosities. That there are objects of
this description in this Island is evident; some of them entering into the composition of rocks, some lying under
vast superincumbent strata, and others mixed with gravel at the summits of the hills, such as shells of submarine
origin, and leguminous substances. To what extent and variety these productions exist here, it will be for this
Society to attempt to discover. Are these fossils of antideluvian or post-deluvian origin? How shall we account for
their being found in the centres of rocks, and other situations equally singular? What general principles are
deducible from these data?

Mineralogy

Another of the interesting branches of knowledge which this Institution proposes to pursue, is that of Mineralogy.
To the present period, but little progress has been made in this Island, in developing the substances which are
recognised by this important science. Its mineralogy is but little known by the most intelligent and philosophical of
its own inhabitants. The example of this Society will, I trust, have a powerful influence in arousing the attention of
many others, while for its own information, its members will patiently pursue so honourable and so pleasing a
study. To the naturalist and the philosopher every object in the material world has its attractions, and never fails to
repay the attention which is devoted to it; and, generally speaking, the degree of satisfaction and pleasure which is
felt, is in the ratio of the labour which is bestowed. Such a character can never be at a loss for a pleasing
companion, where a leaf or stone can be obtained.

In pursuing our mineralogical career, we shall endeavour to make ourselves acquainted with the various Earths
which the Island may afford, its Stones, its Metals and Ores, and its Crystallizations. We shall attempt to discover
whether there are strata of coal, and whether it is probable that they may be worked with advantage. The
aluminous strata at Alum Bay are worthy of minute examination. How has that extensive bed of Sand been
accumulated, such vast quantities of which are annually shipped off for the purposes of supplying the glass
manufactories? and what is there in its properties which renders it so peculiarly suitable for this manufactory?
What are the Metallic combinations which are found here?

Miscellaneous Topics
Before I close this paper, allow me, Gentlemen, to direct your attention to a few subjects which are of a more
miscellaneous nature, and which demand consideration.

In various parts of this Island, several of its Springs are strongly impregnated with mineral substances. The
honour of discovering one of these, and bringing it into public notice as a powerful tonic medicine, and which
promises to be a valuable acquisition to the material medica of our country, belongs to one of our members.” May
extensive usefulness to his fellow-beings, lasting fame, inscribed on records of medical history, and great
pecuniary advantage, repay his industry and benevolence! It will be highly desirable to ascertain what products the
analysis of this aluminous chalybeate water yields, in what cases of morbid affection it may be administered, in
what proportions it may be thrown into the human system with safety and advantage, and what effects mediately
or immediately follow. Are there any other springs whose waters contain different ingredients from the above? If



so, what are those ingredients? and where are the springs to be found? Is there any thing peculiar in the common
spring water of the Island, or in that of the surrounding sea?

The Meteorology of the Island will also engage our regard. It will be desirable to know the average fall of rain
in the year, and whether there is more or less than falls in other parts of England. Likewise whether we have more
or less thunder and lightning. Its climate is generally deemed very salubrious; if so, to what is its salubrity owing?
and in what cases of disease is it beneficial?

The Island and its Inhabitants

As local peculiarities, arising from the nature of the soil, the climate, the water, &c. have an evident influence
on the animal economy, tending either to health or sickness, it is much to be wished that the general state of the
Health of the inhabitants could be known. Are they remarkably subject to any particular disease? What complaints
prove the most destructive? Are there as many instances of longevity here as in other parts of England, in
proportion to the population? What are the effects of its climate and the other peculiarities of the Island on healthy
and invalid strangers on their first arrival, and when they have become resident? Are there any endemical
complaints? Whether or not, to what natural cause can it be owing? Has there ever been any remarkable disease
which has become epidemical? If so, was it generated in the island, or was it introduced by infection? Is there any
disease to which the brute animals of the Island are remarkably subject, or from which they are exempted? If so, to
what can it be ascribed?

Of all the beings in our world which possess a material organisation, man is the most interesting, whether
considered as an animal, or regarded as endowered with a rational intellect. Juvenal remarks that the precept Know
Thyself, ‘descendit e coelo’. We may apply this precept not only to ourselves as mortal agents, but as intellectual
animals. No investigation can be more instructive than those which have the Human Being for their subject. The
natives of most countries have their peculiarities as well in their moral character, as in their physical structure. I
design by these remarks to direct your attention to the native inhabitants of this Island. Are there any families of
very ancient origin? Is there any peculiarity, either corporeal, or intellectual apparent in those who are deemed
natives? Are there any remarkable prepossessions or antipathies prevalent among them, which deserve the
attention of the naturalist and the philosopher?

Conclusion

A wide and fertile region, Gentlemen, opens before us, and invites our examination. An insulated individual,
however active and persevering, might despair of ever being able to investigate the subjects which I have
suggested to your attention, unless his whole time could be devoted to these researches. An union of numbers and
exertion, of acquirements and philosophical taste, will accomplish ultimately the full extent of our wishes.
However other subjects may engage our attention, let us never lose sight of those which claim our attention as a
Society devoted to the study of Natural History. Our pleasure will be in the proportion of our progress, and our
progress will be in the proportion of our application. Let no difficulties intimidate our exertions, nor damp our
ardour. The first obstacles must soon give way; a well digested plan acted on with zeal and perseverance will
ensure success. While new discoveries amply remunerate our labours by gratifying our curiosity and enlarging our
minds, they will fire our zeal in the unbeaten track on which we have entered. The career which we have
commenced, may not secure to us earthly wealth nor vulgar fame, but it will ensure that which we far more value —
rational pleasure, and intellectual improvement.

Notes

The text of Tyerman’s original document has been retained throughout but subheadings have been added and early 19th-
century punctuation regularised, for clarity.

'"Tyerman was substantially correct in his etymology of the word ‘chine’, deriving from the Saxon cinu, meaning ‘fissure,
ravine’. It ‘is a place-name which is almost, but not quite, endemic to the Isle of Wight... a common minor place-name
referring to the deeply incised lower courses of streams as they approach and enter the sea’. (Source: Margham, J.
2012 ‘Place-Names in an Island Landscape: Hills and Valleys part 2°, Proc. Isle of Wight Nat. Hist. Archaeol. Soc. 26,
7.)

The spring that Tyerman refers to is located near Niton (Sandrock Chalybeate Spring) and was discovered by T. L.
Waterworth (Mather 2010).
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