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EDITORIAL

Before you turn to this year’s articles, a few words of explanation from the new editors about the change of format,
some expressions of thanks, and finally aspirations for the future.

The change to A4 from an ‘imperial’ size has been a long time coming. Whilst imperial paper sizes were discontinued
many years ago, the fact that the Proceedings have continued to be produced in imperial has necessitated printing on A4
paper and cutting off the margins, entailing much wasted paper and extra costs. It has been decided that this waste can no
longer be sustained and the saving has been invested in more colour images. A change from bonded to silk paper has also
been made on economic grounds, but has the advantage that it results in better reproduction of photographs.

We wish to thank all those authors who have submitted articles, as well as the section editors. Wight Studies is not a
formal ‘peer review’ publication but the section editors’ role in maintaining standards is much valued. Special thanks are
extended for this issue to the Naturalis Biodiversity Center for funding the colour pictures in the paper by Dr Stephen
Donovan and to the National Portrait Gallery for allowing the image of Charles Fellows to be reproduced without charge.
The new managing editor also wishes to extend special thanks to Alan who has worked tirelessly as copy editor,
modernising the house style and ensuring the Proceedings are of a high quality, and to David Tomalin for the exceptional
help he has given with this issue.

Authors are advised to look over the Notes for Guidance of Authors at the rear of the journal, which have been updated
to achieve a more consistent house style and higher standard of publication. Not all inconsistencies will have been ironed
out, nor would it be appropriate in all cases as different subject fields require different approaches and individual styles,
but the aim is to achieve at least some consistency in areas such as citations, references, bibliographies, abbreviations, and
the like. This cannot all be accomplished in one issue and is a work in progress. The deadline for longer papers is 28t
February and shorter papers and reports, 30t April.

Also included at the rear of the Proceedings is an annotated list of ‘Articles about the Isle of Wight that have recently
appeared in other publications’. This list will be incomplete for 2014/15, but some significant articles have been
identified. If the feature is found to be of value to readers, it will be continued. If so, the editors would welcome their
attention being drawn to articles for consideration of a mention.

For the future, the editors hope for a steady supply of articles from all sections of interest so that Wight Studies has a
wide appeal: these would include not only natural history, archaeology and geology papers but also selected aspects of
Isle of Wight history, industrial history, traditions, place-names, architecture, and related topics. If in doubt, please check
initially with the editors. We also hope to continue to include colour photographs and would ask contributors to bear this
in mind when taking photos and collecting records.

Now to the articles.

Paul Bingham
(Managing Editor)

Alan Phillips
(Copy Editor)





