Proc. Isle of Wight nat. Hist. Archaeol. Soc 19 (pub 2003) :
MARINE MAMMAL REPORT 2002
Mike Cahill

Early this year there were 10 strandings (dead) reported on the Island, including Harbour Porpoises,
Phocoena phocoena and a Common Dolphin, Delphinus delphis . It is thought that many of the
strandings could be associated with a pair fishing method, which is used at that time of year in the
Western Approaches to the Channel.

A Bottlenose Dolphin, Tursiops truncatus, which has been named “Georges”, spent the early summer
in the Portland / Weymouth area, swimming with bathers and divers and following boats. In September,
he was seen in Compton Bay and a few days later in Ventnor Bay, both times inshore swimming with
bathers. Later in the year he was reported from Holland.

Other sightings include Pilot Whales, Globicephala melaena, and possible Minke Whales (adult and
calf) Balaenoptera acutorostrata seen south of the Island. Also seen were Grey seal, Halichoerus
grypus and Common Seal Phoca vitulina.

A Marine Turtle (unidentified) was also sighted 6km off the Needles in August. This is the first report
since a Loggerhead Turtle was seen in 1998.

A full list of sightings is attached in Table 1.
Reference  Proc. Isle of Wight nat. Hist. archaeol. Soc. Vol 15 : 77 —78.
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MARINE MAMMAL REPORT 2001
TOTAL D Ds

DATE

27-Jan
27-Jan
28-Jan
29-Jan
30-Jan
30-Jan
05-Feb
06-Feb
6.Feb
6.Feb

8 Feb
9.Feb
27-Feb
3-Jun
6-Jly

6 Jly
13-Jly
11-Aug
25-Aug
28-Aug
30-Aug
1-Sep
5-Sep
Oct
5-Oct
17.Oct
23.0ct
27-Oct
18-Nov
Dec
20-Dec

REPTILE
Aug

Notes: D
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TIME

1515

1430

1130
1330
1430

1130

1400

1600
1430

SPECIES

Cetacean

Cetacean

Common Seal
Dolphin

Dolphin

Grey Seal

Dolphin

Harbour Porpoise
Harbour Porpoise
Dolphin

Dolphin

Cetacean

Common Dolphin
Grey Seal
Bottlenose Dolphin
Whale- Minke?
Grey Seal

Pilot Whale
Bottlenose Dolphin
Grey Seal
Bottlenose Dolphin
Bottlenose Dolphin
Dolphin

Common Seal

Seal

Seal

Seal

Seal

Seal

Harbour Porpoise
Grey Seal

Turtle
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LOCATION

Castle Haven
Whale Chine
off E.Cowes Marina

NE 2-3km

SW

4km

15m
10m
S5m
500m

6km

= directions animals were observed headings
= estimated distance from shore in metres

Rough

off Boathouse Café
off Ryde-Bembridge
Cowes Harbour
Brook Bay

near Needles
Brighstone Grange
Fort Victoria

W of Brook Chine
Colwell Bay
Castle Haven
Ventnor Bay

NE of Seaview

S of St Caths
Ventnor Bay

off Sandown

off Bembridge
Ventnor Bay
Compton Bay
Ventnor Bay

S of St Helen‘s Fort
off Ryde Pier

off Thorness Bay
off Ventnor
Freshwater Bay

off St Caths Point
W of Brook Chine
off Needles
Newtown Harbour

off Needles

Table 1

NOTES Obs/Recorded

Stranded (dead) Dorset Marine Conservation Officer

Stranded (dead) Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
(O)Miss J Richards (R) H&IOW W Trust

Fort Victoria Boathouse Café

floating (dead) Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
H&IOW W Trust

Stranded (dead) H&IOW W Trust

Stranded (dead) Dorset Marine Conservation Officer

Stranded (dead) H&IOW W Trust

Stranded (dead) H&IOW W Trust

Stranded (dead) M Cotterill

Stranded (dead) H&IOW W Trust

Stranded (dead) D Butler (C.G)

Stayed 1 week + C Blake

Adult + calf. Mid Channel

Gp 2 followed by Gp 7

towards Hayling Is
“Georges”
“Georges”

1 poss. “Georges”
seen from yacht
swimming around.
near Lighthouse

Dead

seen for about a week

seen by fisherman

Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
C Blake

Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
C Blake

Hants & IOW Wildlife Trust
M.Green

(Ob) B.Martin (Rec)Dorset Marine C.O
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
Dorset Marine Conservation Officer
(Ob) D.Court. (Rec) C.Pope

(Ob) Fisherman. (Rec) V.Gwynn
S.Young

R .Herbert
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