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ODONATA RECORDS FOR 2002

J. M. Cheverton

This was another year of mixed fortunes. Three damselfly species, the Beautiful Damselfly Calopteryx 
virgo, Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa and Small Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma viridulum occurred 
in increased numbers but all other local species declined.   Of the larger dragonfly species most occurred 
in reduced numbers with the exception of the Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa and Black-tailed 
Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum . For the smaller dragonflies the Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
showed an increase but there was a small decrease for the Ruddy Darter  Sympetrum sanguineum..
 However, the year was marked by the discovery of the Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense  
in two new localities, Bouldnor Copse and Walter’s Copse, and the finding that Sandown Canoe Lake, 
long thought to be too brackish for Odonata, held a large number.  
 Following his successful Odonata surveys of the Island’s farm reservoirs in 2000 and the 
wetlands of Brading Marsh and the rills and banks of the Yar just south of Yarbridge in 2001, Dave 
Dana continued the work this year by surveying the Alverstone SSSI, and some adjacent areas, and 
the MOD Range and Training Area between Newtown and Burnt Wood. 
 The Alverstone survey resulted in 531 records covering 12 species. Generally numbers of 
individuals and species were low with the exception of the Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 
with 192 individuals seen.  Seven Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii, seen at five sites, 
was another notable record (Dana 2002)  
 The MOD Range survey, which included 29 ponds, resulted in 1947 records covering 13 
species. The Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa was present at 13 sites, otherwise damselflies were 
poorly represented both in number of sites and populations. Exceptions were the Clayden Pond and 
M25 pond on the firing range, the pond in Locks Copse and Elmsworth Farm pond. Of these ponds, 
the one in Locks Copse held large numbers of Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula while the 
range ponds held large numbers of Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella.  Elmsworth Farm pond held 
a Downy Emerald Cordulia aenea , a local rarity. Probably the most remarkable finding was the total 
of 270 Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum seen at 24 sites (Dana 2002).

Systematic List
Calopteryx virgo (Beautiful Demoiselle)
The total recorded this year was 98, a large increase on the figure for 2001, with all but three seen at 
“Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189). The first, three males, were seen at Shalfleet on 14th May (VG) and 
the last, also at Shalfleet, on 12th August (VG). 

Calopteryx splendens  (Banded Demoiselle)
This was a good year with 234 recorded, which although less than the figure for 2001 was much better 
than the total of only 90 seen in 2000. The first was noted at Alverstone (SZ577857) on 29th May (DD) 
and the last at Alverstone (SZ569859) on 5th August (DD).

Lestes sponsa  (Emerald Damselfly)
An excellent total of 122 was recorded, mostly at the MOD Range, Porchfield, and at Clamerkin.   
Away from these two localities a total of 27 was seen at Longlands, Apse Manor Farm, (SZ560819). 
The first were noted at the pond and scrapes at Clamerkin (SZ439907) on 14th June (BJA) and the last 
at the same locality on 27th August (BJA).

Platycnemis pennipes  (White-legged Damselfly)                                                                               
Not reported since 1992.
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Pyrrhosoma nymphula  (Large Red Damselfly)                                                                                   
This was a  poor year with a total of 388 recorded compared with 781 in 2001.  The first were seen on 
12th April at two localities: a male over a garden pond at Westhill, Shanklin (SZ576810) (JMC) and 
one at Alverstone Mead LNR (SZ580853) (JDR). The last was at a pond in Locks Copse (SZ442911) 
on 13th August (DD).

Ischnura elegans  (Blue-tailed Damselfly)
A very poor year with only 255 recorded compared with 3350 in 2001. The first, a teneral male, was 
seen near Lower Knighton Farm (SZ5786) on 5th May (JMC) and the last at Locks Farm (SZ445909) 
on 16th September (BJA).

Enallagma cyathigerum (Common Blue Damelfly)   
Although fewer were reported this year, the species remains widespread and common with around 
1780 individuals seen against 2300 in 2001 and 9700 in 2000. The first, around 200 individuals, were 
noted at the MOD Range, Porchfield, (SZ441909) on 31st May (DD) and the last at “Wild Tracts”, 
Shalfleet (SZ4189) on 11th September (VG).

Coenagrion pulchellum  (Variable Damselfly)                                                                                
 There have been no reports since 1997.

Coenagrion puella (Azure Damselfly)
Records of around 2190 individuals were received from widespread localities and, although this figure 
is smaller than that for 2001, the species remains common.  The first was seen at Alverstone (SZ572860) 
on 11th May (DD) and the last at a garden pond at Northwood (SZ476935) on 1st September (MC).
 
Erythromma viridulum (Small Red-eyed Damselfly)
This species, which arrived in the Island in 2000, maintained its foothold and increased in number 
with 1232 individuals recorded this year. The first, 435 in number including 174 ovipositing pairs , 
were seen at Marvel Farm north reservoir (SZ502872) on 8th July (DD) and the last at Sandown Canoe 
Lake (SZ606847), a new locality, on 25th September (AJLB).  
 The species was seen at six other new localities: St James Moor Fishing Lake (SZ562862), 
an ornamental pond in the walled garden at Quarr Abbey (SZ562927), two adjacent reservoirs at Apse 
New Barn Farm (SZ567825), a disused farm reservoir near Scotchells Brook (SZ577831), Ford Farm 
reservoir (SZ514796) and Atherfield Green Farm reservoir (SZ466797).

Erythromma najas  (Red-eyed Damselfly)
No reports were received.

Brachytron pratense  (Hairy Dragonfly)
A male was seen at the pond in Bouldnor Copse (SZ380902) on 16th May (DD) and a pair at Walter’s 
Copse (SZ4390) on 18th May (JDR).  
 
Aeshna juncea (Common Hawker)            
There were few records of this locally uncommon species  Two were seen in a garden at Freshwater 
(SZ335870), one on 23rd August and the other on 22nd September (SK-J), and a small number at 
Alverstone Mead LNR (SZ5885) on 4th September (JDR).     

Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker)
No records were received this year.
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Aeshna cyanea  (Southern Hawker)
Fewer this year with only 147 reported compared with 260 in 2001. The first, a female, was seen at 
Locks Copse (SZ442911) on 19th June (BJA) and the last at a garden pond in Wroxall (SZ551802) on 
12th October (DD).  

Aeshna mixta  (Migrant Hawker)
Fewer than in recent years with 149 reported.  The first, an immature male, was seen at Centurion’s 
Copse (SZ620870) on 30th July (DD) and the last at Locks Farm (SZ445909) on 3rd November (BJA).

Anax imperator  (Emperor Dragonfly)
Another poor year with only 121 recorded.  The first, a female, was seen at Locks Farm (SZ445909) 
on 15th May (BJA) and the last, a male, over a pond near Arreton Church (SZ534867) on 10th October 
(JMC).

Cordulegaster boltonii (Golden-ringed Dragonfly)
Another poor year with only 18 reported.  The first was seen at 6-acre Marsh, Alverstone Mead LNR 
(SZ580848) on 27th June (JDR) and the last, a male, at Upper Dolcoppice Farm (SZ503793) on 25th 
August (DTB, JMC).

Cordulia aenea (Downy Emerald)
There was only one report of this locally uncommon species: one was seen at Elmsworth Farm Pond 
(SZ443920) on1st June (DD).

Libellula depressa (Broad-bodied Chaser)
A much better year with 105 reported.  The first, a female, was seen at Alverstone Mead LNR (SZ5885) 
on 14th May (JDR) and the last, a female, at Burnt Wood (SZ4492) on 1st September (DTB, JMC).

Libellula quadrimaculata (Four-spotted Chaser)
None were reported this year probably because the main locality at Brading Marsh was not visited. 

Orthetrum coerulescens (Keeled Skimmer)
There were no reports as the usual observer was again unable to visit the site near Whale Chine, access 
to which is hazardous.   

Orthetrum cancellatum (Black-tailed Skimmer)
A much better year with 183 reported.  The first, three females, were seen at the Clamerkin ponds 
(SZ439907) on 24th May (BJA) and the last at Sandown Canoe Lake (SZ606847) on 2nd September 
(AJLB).

Sympetrum fonscolombei (Red-veined Darter)
This scarce migrant was reported twice this year. An immature was seen at Wheeler’s Bay (SZ5777) 
on 16th June (AJLB, DTB) and a male at Culver Cliff (SZ637855) on 17th July (AJLB, IR).

Sympetrum striolatum (Common Darter)
More than last year with about 690 reported.  The first was seen at the MOD Range, Porchfield 
(SZ433913) on 31st May  (DD), the second earliest date since systematic recording commenced in 
1978. The last was seen at Alverstone Mead LNR (SZ5885) on 7th November (JDR).
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Sympetrum sanguineum (Ruddy Darter)  
An average year with a total of 344 reported. The first was seen at the Clamerkin ponds and 
scrapes (SZ439907) on 14th June (BJA) and the last were at  “Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189) on 
11th September (VG).    

Observers
I thank the following observers who have contributed records, only a small number of which are 
shown above.
Mr B J Angell (BJA) Dr D T Biggs (DTB) Mr A J L Butler (AJLB)  
Mrs E Butler (EB) Mr M Cahill (MC) Mr D Dana (DD) 
Ms P Gaylor (PG) Ms V Gwynn (VG) Mr S Knill-Jones (SK-J)
Mr J D Ralph (JDR) Mr B Ransom (BR) Mr I Ridett (IR)

References
Dana, D. 2002. A Survey of Odonata at Alverstone Marshes SSSI , Isle of Wight. Unpublished note.
Dana, D. 2002. A Survey of Odonata at Newtown Range and Training Area, Isle of Wight. Unpublished 
note.         
Author: J M Cheverton, Downside, Westhill Drive, Shanklin, Isle of Wight

J. M. CHEVERTON




