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Introduction 
Shanklin Weather Station was established approximately 64 years ago, although weather diaries are only available from 
February 1983. The Station is owned by the Isle of Wight Council and maintained by the Met. Office. The station is 
situated at The Mead, a park area near Shanklin 'Old Village' towards the outskirts of the town and is 50 feet above sea 
level. The station is a simple one consisting of a 5" standard rain gauge and a Stevenson's Screen equipped with four 
thermometers. Readings and observations are taken once daily at 09.00 GMT. A Campbell Stokes sunshine recorder is 
located on the roof of Shanklin Theatre, at a height of 180 feet above sea level. 

Temperature 
The yearly mean temperature was 12.02°C, 1.09°C above the long-term average. 2014 was the warmest year in the 32-
year series. Eleven of the twelve months were above average. Above average were February +2.3°C, January +l.8°C, 
April and October both + 1. 7°C, July+ 1.6°C, March + 1.3°C, June and November both + 1.2°C, September+ 1.1 °C, May 
+0.4°C and December +0.3°C. There was one month below average: August -l.0°C. The winter period December 2013 
to February 2014 was the 2nd mildest since the winter 1983/84, behind 2006/07. The spring of2014 was the 3rd mildest 
in the series. Autumn 2014 was the 3rd warmest since 1983. Summer 2014 was the 6th warmest summer in the last 32 
years. 

The highest temperature of the year, 26.9°C, occurred on 23rd and 24th July. There was a total of 34 days (the long­
term average being 31) when the temperature reached or exceeded 21.1 °C (70°F): - 1 in May, 7 in June, 20 in July, 4 in 
August and 2 in September. The lowest maximum daytime temperature, 4.4°C, was recorded on 4th December. The 
highest overnight temperature was 18.5°C, recorded on the 18th July. The lowest overnight minimum temperature was -
2.4°C, on 29th December. There were a total of 5 air frosts, defined as a temperature below 0.0°C; 1 in March and 4 in 
December. The last frost was recorded on 24 th March. The first frost of the autumn/winter was on the 14 th December. 
January, February and November 2014 were frost free in Shanklin. 

Rainfall 
The rainfall for the year 2014 totalled 1242.3mm, representing 138% of the long-term average. There were 189 days 
with measurable rainfall. The seven months with above average rainfall were February with 170.7mm, August with 
132.6mm, January with 227.2mm, May with 94.8mm, November with 208.8mm, April with 81.7mm, and October with 
133.2mm. This represented 261 %, 241 %, 236%, 194%, 191 %, 144%, and 112% of the respective monthly average. The 
five months with below average rainfall were September with 7.5mm, June with 23.5mm, July with 31.6mm, December 
with 76.2mm and March with 54.5mm. This represents 11 %, 47%, 63%, 70% and 89%, of the respective monthly 
average. 

2014 was the 2nd wettest year that I have recorded, after 2012. The year started wet with the winter producing 
619.1mm of rain; over double what would normally be expected. Spring was also wetter than usual, the third wettest in 
the 32-year series. The summer produced 187.7mm of rain. Four months stand out: January was the wettest in the 32-
year series, February was also wettest in the series, August was second wettest in the series, and September was the 
second driest in the series. 

An amount ofrainfall reaching or exceeding 25.4mm (1 inch) in a 24hr period ending at 09.00 GMT, occurred on four 
days: 16th January 40.6mm, 25th August 41.7mm, 12th October 25.6mm, and 16th November 28.9mm. 

Sunshine 
The total sunshine hours for 2014 was 2087.7, which represents 108% of the long-term average. 2014 was the sunniest 
since 2007. The sunshine for the three summer months, June, July and August, totalled 885.7 hours, the highest since 
2006. The three spring months totalled 571.3 hours. The sunniest month was July with 328.7 hours, representing 127% 
of the long-term average. During 2014 eight months had above average sunshine hours. These were: March 189.7 hours 
- 141%, December 83.9 hours - 135%, July 328.7 hours - 127%, June 314.3 hours - 126%, February 105.4 hours -
120%, January 74.6 hours - 109%, October 128.3 hours - 104%, and August 242.7 hours - 102%. April's readings are 
unavailable for a period of 9 days (20th-28th inclusive). Available data shows a recorded sunshine total of 149.9 hours, 
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indicating near average sunshine for the month. There were three months less than the long term averages: November 
with 75.3 hours of sunshine achieved only 90% of its long-term average. The other months that did not reach their long 
average were September 94% and May 96%. The sunniest day of the year occurred on the 23rd June when 15.2 hours of 
sunshine was recorded. 

Thunder 
Thunder was heard on 14 days, 1 in January, 3 in May, 1 in June, 3 in July, 1 in August, 1 in September, 2 in October 
and 2 in November. 

Hail 
Hail was recorded on 7 days, 4 in January, 2 in February and 1 in March. 

Sleet/ Snow 
Sleet/ snow was not observed at Shanklin in 2014, making it the first snowless year since 1988. 

Gales 
Gales occurred on 14 days during the year: 1 in January, 7 in February, 1 in May, 1 in August, 1 in October and 3 in 
December. 

Monthly weather summary - 2014 

Month Average Temp. Mean Max. Mean Min. Rainfall Sun Hours 

Jan 7.6 10.1 5.1 227.2 74.6 

Feb 7.7 9.8 5.5 170.7 105.4 

Mar 8.3 11.8 4.9 54.5 189.7 

Apr 10.6 14 7.1 81.7 149.9 

May 12.4 15.6 9.2 94.8 231.7 

Jun 15.9 19.5 12.2 23.5 314.3 

Jul 18.4 22.1 14.7 31.6 328.7 

Aug 16.1 19.2 13 132.6 242.7 

Sep 16.2 19.7 12.7 7.5 163.2 

Oct 14.1 16.5 11.8 133.2 128.3 

Nov 10.1 12.3 7.8 208.8 75.3 

Dec 6.9 9.4 4.5 76.2 83.9 

Yearly Figure: 12.02 15.00 9.04 1242.3 2087.7 

Weather station at Big Mead Shanklin Old Village. Sunshine recorder on top of Shanklin Theatre. 

Author: Clive Cooper, 20 Newport Road, Godshill, Isle of Wight, PO30 3HR. 
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