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FUNGI NEW TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT - 2014 

Jackie Hart and Colin Pope 

This autumn was mild and quite damp, making it an ideal season for fungi. With no frost of any significance to 
curtail the display, the season stretched well into December. The following species were recorded for the first 
time from the Island. They include a number of resupinates and small ascomycetes, specialist groups which 
have only recently started to receive serious attention. 

AGARICS 

Conocybe pilosella 
Firestone Copse, AL. See comments on this conecap by Alan Outen. 

Parasola hemerobius 
Firestone Copse, AL. See comments on this small ink-cap by Alan Outen. 

Psathyrella ammophila 
St Helen's Duver, CP. A sand dune specialist growing in the sand attached to buried Marram Grass. 

Russula anthracina 
Pucker's Copse, AO; Firestone Copse, EJ. See comments on this brittlegill by Alan Outen. 

Sarcodon scabrosus (Bitter Tooth fungus) 
Parkhurst Forest, AL & SR. This distinctive and rare tooth fungus was found in an old gravel quarry site, 
bringing the total number of tooth fungi recorded from these old gravel workings to five, thereby making this a 
nationally important site for this group of fungi. 

RESUPINATES 

Athelia bombacina 
Borthwood Copse on fallen oak, SR. This would appear to be a genuinely uncommon resupinate. There is only 
one record from Hampshire (New Forest). 

Botryobasidium asperulum 
Puckers Copse, SR. Alan Lucas believes that this could be new to Britain. 

Crustomyces subabruptus 
Firestone Copse on ash, AL. A nationally infrequent resupinate. 

Mycoacia nothofagi (Fragrant Tooth) 
Firestone Copse, AL. This resupinate is unusual because it has a distinctive fragrant smell. It was growing on 
oak and is an indicator species of old woodland. 

Sistotrema sernanderi 
Firestone Copse, AL. A nationally infrequent resupinate. 

Trechispora cohaerens 
Borthwood Copse on beech, SR. 

Trechispora stevensonii 
Borthwood Copse on beech, AL. 



ASCOMYCETES 

Botryosporium pulchrum 
Bonchurch Landslip, CP & DB. Distinctive white felty growths on dead nettle stems, found during a foray 
meeting. 

Coniothyrium tamaricis 
Osborne beach, growing on dead tamarisk, DB. 

Hymenoscyphus epiphyllus 
Pucker's Copse, AO; Borthwood Copse, SR. Not a rare species but there do not appear to be any other records 
in our database. 

Hypocrea britdaniae 
Parkhurst Forest, on dead standing willow, CP, det. AO. This is a very rare species and new to the Island. 
Despite its conspicuous and distinctive appearance, it was first recorded as new to science in 2001. It has been 
recorded from single sites in The Mens ancient woodland near Petworth, Baddesley Common in the New Forest, 
and a wet woodland in Denmark (Jaklitsch & Voglmayr 2012). It seems to be genuinely rare and confined to old 
willow growing within ancient woodland sites. 

Leptospora rubella 
Porchfield Ranges on dead hogweed stems, DB. 

Orbilia sarraziniana 
Puckers Copse on damp wood, AO. 

Ramu/aria beticola 
Rofford marsh, Yarmouth, on sea beet, AO. 

Septoria convolvuli 
Puckers Copse on bindweed, AO. 

Verpa conica (Thimble morel) 
Whitefield Woods, on a roadside bank, DB. This spring fungus was found during a botany meeting. Spring 
fungi are generally under-recorded. This is not the first Island record but is the first on our database. 

Recorders 
AL Alan Lucas; AO Alan Outen; CP Colin Pope; DB David Biggs; ER Eric Janke; SR Sue Rogerson. 

Reference 
Jaklitsh, W. & Voglmayr, H. 2012 'Hypocrea britdaniae and H foliicola: two remarkable new European 

species', Mycologia, 104 (5) 1213-21. 
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Figure 1: Psathyrella ammophila. Figure 2: Sarcodon scabrosus (Bitter Tooth fungus). 

Figure 3: Mycoacia nothofagi (Fragrant Tooth). Figure 4: Hypocrea britdaniae. 

ANNUAL WEEKEND FUNGAL FORAY REPORT 2014: 
with notes on some invertebrate finds 

Alan R. Outen 

The 2014 Isle of Wight annual foray weekend was as always very well attended and productive. Participants 
included several members of the Hampshire Fungus Recording Group and one from the Herts and Beds Group. 
In the context of the 2014 Fungus season, the lists are impressive; fungi were surprisingly plentiful in number 
and diversity with many interesting species. In Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire we struggled 
throughout the season to get foray scores approaching anywhere near to this (though in most seasons we would 
normally expect totals in excess of 100 species on a full day foray). In Bedfordshire it was not until 2 November 
when the season really seemed to get underway with a total of 189 species at Sandy Lodge, and also not until 
late November and early December that we suddenly started to see many Russula and Lactarius species in Beds, 
Herts and Bucks. 




