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The following reports include records of invertebrates and fish obtained from inshore waters around
the Isle of Wight during 2001 and 2002.

Report for 2001

Invertebrates

In the autumn, a survey of the marine macrofauna of Newtown estuary, commissioned by the National
Trust (Bray ef al,2002), yielded a total of 95 species; 45 had not previously been recorded from the area.
Dominant species in intertidal core samples were the polychaete worms, Aphelochaeta sp. Capitella
capitata, Hediste diversicolor and Melinna palmata, oligochaetes Tubificoides spp. and the amphipod
crustacean Corophium volutator. Several species were of particular interest, notably the annelid worm
Desdemona ornata, an alien polychaete originating from Australia and South Africa. This was first
recorded in the UK from Southampton Water in 1997 (Smith et al, 1999) and has also found in from
the Medina (ABP,1999). The Acorn worm Saccoglossus horsti was found in both intertidal and subtidal
samples. This has been recorded from the Solent and Southampton Water, yet has a southern distribution.
Samples from the Main Marsh had high densities of oligochaetes and the mud snail Hydrobia ulvae.
A single individual of the burrowing anemone family Edwardsiidae, possibly Edwardsia sp., was also
found. This is the first known record for the Isle of Wight. In grab samples obtained close to the harbour
entrance, single individuals of the molluscs Timoclea ovata and Thyasira flexuosa were found. Both
these are new records for Newtown and the Solent. Timoclea ovata has been recorded to the south of
the Isle of Wight, however apart from one record in Poole Bay, Thyasira has not been recorded in this
region east to Brighton (Light, 1990).

Fish
A single NFSA boat record was broken during the year; a flounder (Platichthys flesus) weight 31bs
2'/20z caught on 21° October in the River Medina

Report for 2002

In early June, strong south-west gales brought ashore large quantities of flotsum and jetsum, including
exceptional numbers of the by-the-wind sailor Velella velella. Most were found along the south-west
coast of the Island, particularly Compton Bay east to Atherfield. Similar spectacular strandings were
also reported on most southern coasts between Cork and Bognor Regis and extended north up the Irish
Sea to the Isle of Cumbrae. There were also reports of heavy strandings in the Mediterranean during
May, and in California (Moore, 2002). In the open ocean, Velella talls prey to a pelagic gastropod snail
Janthina janthina, remaining buoyant due to a chitinous float, rather like bubble-wrap. It has a striking
violet colour and can be the size of a small garden snail. Two stranded specimens were found in June;
one at Cowleaze Chine and the other from Burnt Wood near Newtown. Only two other specimens
have ever been reported from the Island; one in shell sand (Morey, 1909) and a live specimen from
south of the Needles in June 1988 (Light & Killeen, 1990). Large numbers of the jellyfish Rhizostoma
octopus were also found stranded on our shores during the month. During the year, students from the
Southampton Oceanography Centre carried out subtidal surveys in the Medina estuary. Of particular
interest were the large number of new records of sponges, hydroids, tunicates and bryozoans. Notable
was the sponge species Suberites massa that has a relatively local southern distribution. Most earlier
survey work has concentrated on the intertidal mudflats so it came as no surprise that 46 new species
were recorded for the estuary.

55



ROGER J. H. HERBERT

Fish

A Boar Fish, Capros aper was found dead on the beach at St.Catherine’s Point on 24 June. This is the
eighth record for the Isle of Wight. In July, a large Dover Sole (Solea solea), 30cm in length, created
great excitement when found by students in a sandy pool amongst rocks at Bembridge. Sunfish (Mola
mola) were seen off Wheelers Bay on July 27 and off Luccombe a few days earlier. A Starry Smooth
Hound (Mustelus asterias) was caught in the River Medina off the Folly in early September, a new
record for the estuary. In May, a Meagre (Argyrosomus regius) was caught in an otter trawl in the Solent,
between Ryde Middle and the Brambles. This is a commercially important species of Mediterranean
waters and a rare vagrant to the British coast. There are no other records of this species from the locality.
Students from Southampton collected several specimens of the Transparent Goby (Aphia minuta) in
the Medina estuary. This is not a rare fish but there are no previous records from the Islands coast; its
diminutive size has most likely been responsible. NFSA boat records broken during 2002 are shown
below. The Couch’s Sea Bream (Sparus pagrus), a southern species, is of considerable interest, as it
has not previously been recorded from this area. There are recent records from the Channel Islands
and Western Channel and, like the Gilthead Bream Sparus aurata, it may well be increasing its range
north and east in response to higher sea temperatures.

Species Date Location Weight
Pollack (Pollachius pollachius) 24/3/02 Needles 201bs

100z

Black Bream (Spondyliosoma cantharus) 25/5/02 Sandown Bay 5lbs 14'/20z
Couch’s Sea Bream (Sparus pagrus) 6/02 Nab Area 10'/20z
Undulate Ray (Raja undulata) 17/10/02 Nab Area 201bs 20z
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