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THE 1630 SURVEY OF SWAINSTON - FARM BUILDINGS AND FARM LANDS

Johanna Jones

Introduction 
This paper concludes my review of the 1630 survey of Swainston manor, begun in 1993 with the 
publication in the Proceedings (vol. 11) of a study of the houses described in the survey. These revealed 
a wide variety in domestic buildings from medieval farmhouses to new built houses. The land survey is 
equally wide in scope, including a variety of farm buildings and covering land areas which included the 
heavy clays on the northern shores near Newtown and the light greensands which made Brighstone a 
rich farming area. Separating these two parts of the Swainston estate were the chalk downs, an important 
sheep run. The Swainston estate, therefore, included the major types of land found in the Island and 
is of general interest in farming history in the early seventeenth century .
 The total acreage of the estate, which included the manors of Swainston and Brighstone, 
including demesne land and tenants holdings was 5568 acres, 3 roods, 31 2125 perches. The two manors 
were quite different, the farms in Swainston, mainly on clay land stood alone surrounded by their fields;  
Brighstone, a model of champion farming, still had open fields as the core of its agricultural life. The 
land survey also reveals the problems faced by an absentee landlord. The Barrington family, owners 
of Swainston, lived in East Anglia and the survey shows that their Isle of Wight property had been 
mismanaged for years. The purpose of the land survey was to assess the situation and make provision 
for better management in the future. 

Farm buildings and farm lands
In the summer of 1630 all the landholdings of Sir Francis Barrington in the Isle of Wight were subject 
to a rigorous survey. Sir Thomas had succeeded to the estates of the Barrington family in 1628 on the 
death of his father and a survey of all the properties was necessary , both in Essex where the family 
lived at Hatfield and in the Isle of Wight where the manors of Swainston and Brighstone were situated. 
Every house, farm building and landholding was viewed. described and valued before the completed 
work was written up in,’ A Book of the Manors of Swaynston and Brixton in the Isle of Wight Anno 
1630’ (1) The survey was undertaken by John Harrison, of whom little is known, but his correspondence 
with the Barrington family suggests a fairly close connection. (2) Harrison left Hatfield on 8 April 
1630 and arrived at Swainston on the nineteenth of the month.  On 14 June he was joined by John 
Simpson who may have been needed to deal with the written work, for Harrison records that he came. 
‘to realyse me to survey’. They left for Brighstone on 29 July and the survey work of both houses and 
farm lands was completed by 10 September when Harrison returned to Swainston. (3) There remained 
a final legal duty to fufil; on 14 September the manor court was held before a sworn jury of tenants. 
Here the legal documents of the tenants were scrutinized and amendments made by the jury. These 
were more precise definitions of the buildings. For example, the entry for John Cooper of Streete made 
by Harrison records ‘2 stables’. The jury verdict was ‘a barn of 3 rooms a stable adjoining thereunto 
being one room another stable of one room’.1 

In this paper the jury verdict is taken as being more accurate. 
 Harrison returned to Hatfield on 6 October. With his notes to hand the survey was written 
up and a detailed estate map prepared to accompany it. This map is no longer extant but the survey 
remains, a lively document of a period when farming was in transition, moving from the end of medieval 
practices into the beginning of farming methods which would continue into the twentieth century .
  There were eighty two dwellings in both manors, forty eight in Swainston, thirty four in 
Brighstone, and almost all had land attached.(4) Only the Church House in each manor, Normans Place 
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millhouse and Shate Place millhouse had no land at all. There were a few tenancies where there was 
land but no dwelling; in Swainston, Shipford, where the house had burned down, Jane Younge’s cottage 
in Newtown had fallen down and at Yatlands and Cottonlease no houses were built. In Brighstone 
Thomas Prior’s cottage had fallen down, and Samuel Brown, Anne Champion. Agnes Davies and John 
Urrey each held land with no dwelling.
 The description of each tenant’s holding followed a pattern where the house was described, 
the farm buildings followed and, finally, every piece of land was listed. together with its valuation. A 
description of Leape Place, Brighstone is given below as an example of the style adopted: ‘William 
Kingat holds Leapeplace a dwelling house containing a hall with a chimney, a buttery , a chamber and 
three lofts, with a barn containing 3 rooms and a stable, all in some parts unrepaired, Also two gardens 
and a yard. 
 Rent per annum 26s 8d. 
 House, buildings etc  val  9s per acre per annum 0. 2. 36  _ 
 close of arable on the south side  value 8s per acre per annum 12 .2.   0
 of the tenement 
 arable close, Pondclose next to value 8s per acre per annum  4. 3.   7
 the last to the south
 close of pasture next to the last  value 9s per acre per annum 7. 1.   9
 the last to the south 
  close of pasture next to the  value 8s per acre per annum  9. 2. 22 
 last to the east
Total 34 acres 3 roods 35 perches’

No crops were recorded and no animals listed in any of the properties surveyed.

This paper will follow the Swainston style, beginning with the farm buildings. No building 
materials were named but occasional descriptions indicate that the buildings were wood structures; for 
example, John Rookley, Heberdens had a barn in poor repair, ‘for want of good pinning’.

Barns 
The most common farm building, always listed first, was the barn, an all-purpose space for many uses 
apart from storing grain and threshing. There were seventy three barns, forty two in Swainston, thirty 
one in Brighstone. Only eleven holdings did not have one. Some were easily explained. The Church 
House, Brighstone was a school and home to poor tenants; the Church House at Calbourne was a 
blacksmith and the village inn. The tenants of the mill houses at Normans Place, Calbourne and Shate 
Place, Brighstone were fully occupied with their work. Elizabeth Smith, the butcher at Brighstone, and 
Coppedha1l, a cottage in Swainston, each with three acres of land, had no barns. These were among 
the smallest holdings but size did not relate to the absence of barns. Shorts, ten acres, and Lowsteed, 
twenty two acres, had no barns, nor did, Elmsworth, Shippes and Lambslease, holdings with the largest 
acreage of land. The absence of barns on these large farms is not explained but all three were certainly 
sheep runs where barns would not have been a necessity .

The usual barn size was three rooms; there were twenty five in Swainston, twenty one in 
Brighstone. Harrison uses ‘room’ in the sense of space and, while a three-room barn might have 
separate rooms, he is describing size, as at Averies, Shalfleet, where he lists a barn of one and a half 
rooms and a barn on Brighstone down with five and a half rooms. The three-room barn was found on 
holdings as diverse as Berrybarn, the manor farm at Brighstone, and a cottage with eight acres in the 
same village, but barns from one to six rooms were recorded. (5)
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Size of barns
 Swainston  Brighstone
1 room  1 (6) 0
11/2 rooms 1  0
2 rooms 9  2
3 rooms   25  21
4 rooms 3  3
5 rooms  0  1
51/2 rooms 0  1
6 rooms 1  1

The three largest barns explain themselves. Swainston manor had a six-room barn with a porch; Joan 
Baker, the miller at Shate Place, Brighstone. needed the space and Richard Champion, the tenant-in-
chief, made his five and a ha1f-room barn the centre of a new holding.(6) One entry is ambiguous. 
Anne Champion, Randalls, Brighstone had a ‘two barns of 7 rooms’. Her total land holding was fifty 
two acres, but less than three acres were arable, all in small pieces in the open field. It seems most 
likely that the seven rooms were divided between two barns, but not impossible that there were two 
large barns since her husband was Richard Champion who had only the three-room barn at Berrybarn. 
Brighstone had in proportion to the number of holdings more barns than Swainston. reflecting the 
arable land on that manor. 
 The majority of barns stood in the farmyard but three were field barns. Jane Crannt. who 
held Galdins in Calbourne had a piece of pasture next to an arable close ‘wherein is a Barne’. Richard 
Champion’s large barn was part of his new holding on the lower slopes of Brighstone down. The 
thirteen acres were divided into five closes and the farm buildings included a stable, ox-house, post 
house and hay house. John Jeeve of Fullingmill. Calbourne was also extending into downland when 
he set up a large barn at Brandpitt, about a mile to the east from his family farm. This had been moved 
from Swainston about two years earlier and was the centre of twenty four acres of arable land. Both 
these men who shared the tenancies of the demesne land were representatives of those yeomen farmers 
who were moving onto virgin land in the certainty that the demand for food would justify the risk.

Stables 
Stables were of almost equal importance with barns and often closely associated with them. There 
are sixty recorded in the survey, thirty two in Swainston on twenty five holdings and twenty eight in 
Brighstone on twenty six holdings, again giving this manor a higher proportion of these buildings. 
Swainston had twenty two tenancies without stables, Brighstone only seven. Almost all the stables 
were one-roomed, only Gervies had two rooms and Cashyde three, both in Brighstone. A few farms had 
two stables, Street and Elm in Swainston and Berrybarn and Farnham in Brighstone. William Davies 
, Pytt Place, Brighstone had ‘stables’, un-numbered, within his large barn.
 Some stables were detached buildings in the farmyard; eighteen in Swainston, fifteen in 
Brighstone. A few were quite separate. Normans Place had a stable by its millhouse, Richard Champion 
had a free-standing stable on Brighstone down and John Jeeve had built a stable and hay house on a 
small piece of land in Hory Lane. This is one example of stables being combined with other buildings. 
The oldest groupings were remnants of medieval life and all were on isolated farms. Lambslease 
had a hall, milkhouse, two chambers and a stable, ‘all under one roofe’, the only example of such an 
arrangement that remained in the estate. At Elmsworth the kitchen, another room, and the stable were 
under one roof but in poor repair. Shippes had a kitchen, two rooms and a stable in good condition. 
Marsh Place, Brighstone, another isolated farm, had a kitchen and stable of five rooms, the kitchen very 
primitive with only a flue to take away the smoke.  Elm farm, Swainston did have a stable attached to 
the house but it was not under the same roof. 
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 The commonest combination was barn and stable, but each manor used a different form. In 
Swainston the stables were adjoining, that is added to the barn. For example, Jane Champion, Flete 
Place had,’also a barn of 3 rooms with a stable’, amended by the jury verdict to, ‘ a barn of 3 rooms, 
a stable adjoining to the barn’. In Brighstone the entries show that the stables were within the barns. 
Harrison recorded Mark Lord, Lucks, having, ‘a barn of 3 rooms and a stable’; the jury verdict clarified 
this, ‘one barn and stable of 4 rooms’. Finally, only one stable had a loft over it, that of John Jeeve, in 
his farmyard at Fullingmills.

Skillings 
This late medieval word of unknown origin described an outhouse, especially a lean-to building of 
pent-house type with a sloping roof attached to a wall of a more substantial building.(7) The word 
has disappeared from use but the structure has continued to be used as cheap method of consrtuction. 
There were twenty five skillings recorded in the survey, all except five in Swainston manor. Most are 
entered as skillings, with no specific use. Galdins had one described as one room and Sheepwash used 
theirs to hold fuel, which must have been a very common use for these buildings.
 A strong barn could support several skillings. At Fullingmills the barn supported four, one 
adjoining at the gable end and three on the sides. The description of Berrybam, Brighstone, gives 
information on the skillings attached to their barn; at the west end the skilling was a stable and two on 
the side of the barn stored fodder. Richard Champion also used skillings on his new barn on Brighstone 
down; ‘ a skilling on the east end which is a stable and on the north side a skilling which is an oxhouse.’  
Skillings may have served generally as stables but they are not named as such and evidence has to be 
found in the wording of entries. Ventingham’s had, ‘a barn of  3 rooms, a stable’ recorded by Harrison 
but the jury verdict described it as, ‘a barn of  3 rooms, a skilling’. The entries for Fullholdings and 
Norrys also suggest that the skillings were stables; Fullholdings had,’a stable and a skilling’ to the barn 
but the jury verdict gave,’ a stable one room adjoining to the barn, 2 other skillings’. At Norrys,’a barn 
of  3 rooms, a stable and 3 other skillings’ was entered by Harrison,. The jury verdict amended this 
to, ‘a barn of 3 rooms, a stable of one room adjoining to the barn. 2 other skillings’. In both cases the 
words ‘other skillings’ suggests that the stables were themselves skillings. The skilling at PerryPlace 
stood on three posts, a description which can be identified with late sixteenth century illustrations. 
Such a building had a single sloping roof with two braces pinning it to the barn wall and three posts 
supporting the roof. It was a simple shelter  unwalled on three sides. This lean-to at Perry Place was 
a skilling post-house, a connecting link with a further group of buildings.

Posthouses 
These buildings had varied uses and their sizes were between three posts and eight posts. Swainston 
manor farm was unique in having a hayloft of ten posts but this was already old and decayed. Most 
posthouses were free-standing judging from the even number of posts used; those with three posts 
were attached to barns or stables. Occasionally the use of a building is given; Yatlands had a six post 
hayhouse, and four fernhouses for storing bracken were entered in the survey, while eight farms in 
Swainston used their posthouses as cart shelters. There were seventeen posthouses in Swainston, only 
nine in Brighstone and three of these were ‘rooms’ implying infilling between the posts. The differences 
between the two manors begins to appear in these farm buildings. Posthouses in Brighstone were few 
and more substantial buildings were found there. This can be seen in the returns on carthouses.

Carthouses 
Eighteen carthouses were recorded, found in less than half the holdings. The eight posthouses in 
Swainston are mentioned above and only at Clamerkin, Northpark and Fullingmills were the carthouses 
not posthouses. In Brighstone there were seven carthouses and none was a skilling or posthouse. At 
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Shate Place, the miller’s farm, there was a cowhouse and carthouse of two rooms but the remainder 
were separate buildings. three entered as ‘a little carthouse’. 

Cowhouses 
It is the cowhouse that points the difference between the two manors. There were only two in Brighstone, 
one at Shate Place and one at Hunnyhall Place whereas almost half the farms in Swainston had a 
cowhouse. Some of these were medieval in their relation to the buildings they adjoined. Elmsworth 
has been noted for the kitchen, stable and cowhouse under one roof. At Dytch Place and Kathleen 
Marline’s cottage the cowhouse adjoined the kitchen and at  Combdens it adjoined the house. The 
barn and cowhouse were under one roof at Salisbury and Horylane while at Northpark and Whiteoak 
they adjoined the barn. Cowhouses in the remaining fifteen farms were all free standing, Clamerkin 
having two, as well as, ‘a little room for calves’, the only example of the practice of weaning calves 
by hand, which gave them a gentler nature than those left to run with the herd. The number of cows 
in Swainston manor is not given but some Island inventories record only small numbers on mixed 
farms. Eight inventories from 1551-1641 list between three and thirteen cows on individual farms, 
the larger number coming at the beginning of the seventeenth century .This makes the cowhouse at 
Swainston manor farm exceptional. There were thirty partitions for cows and four stalls. Dairy farming 
here was commercial and the cowhouses on farms in the manor also indicates milk being produced 
for the market. Swainston was sufficiently close to Newport for butter, cheese and cream to be sold 
at the weekly market and the manor probably supplied the Champion manor of Brighstone with milk.

Oxhouses 
Buildings to house oxen numbered only three, all on the lands of Richard Champion, the tenant-in-
chief. At Swainston he had a stall house of nine stalls which would have held oxen as cows were 
adequately housed. Berrybarn had an oxhouse with sixteen stalls and on Champion’s new holding on 
Brighstone down there was the skilling oxhouse with eight stalls. Eight oxen formed a ploughing team 
and it seems reasonable to conclude that the sixteen oxen at  Berrybarn were used generally in the 
open fields, while the eight in the downland holding were for Champion’s own use. Oxen need good 
supplies of hay, explaining the large hayhouse at Swainston and the hayhouses near to the oxhouses 
at Berrybarn and on the downs. 

Millhouses 
There were three millhouses, two in Swainston and one in Brighstone. David Hicks, Normans Place and 
Richard Callaway, Mill Green were less than half a mile from each other, drawing their water from 
the Caul Bourne. At Normans Place there was a brestshott grist mill, usually used for grinding oats for 
cattle and a malt mill of one room, to grind barley for brewing. At Mill Green it was an overshott mill 
of one room. Joan Baker, the Brighstone miller had a grist mill and a malt mill of one room. The farm 
buildings illuminate the life of a farm and the entries in the survey show us farm yards with no more 
than one barn and others that were filled with buildings. Grace Elcock, a widow living in a cottage in 
Brighstone, had four acres and one three-room barn. Ralph Harvey, Munks, with twenty one acres had 
a three-room barn, a cowhouse, a stable for two horses, a fernhouse and a carthouse. In Brighstone at 
Cashyde there was a detached kitchen, a three-room barn, a stable of three rooms and a cart house. Joan 
Baker at Shate Place with  forty acres and her mills, had a barn and stable of six rooms, two posthouses, 
a cowhouse, a carthouse of two rooms and a wellhouse, the only one recorded in the survey. 
 The farm buildings of the two demesne tenants, Champion and Jeeve illustrate their position 
in the estate. Swainston manor farm had exceptionally large buildings. Standing north to south was the 
six-room barn, with a posthouse at the south end. Also standing north to south was the cowhouse with 
thirty partitions and four stalls a stable and stallhouse with nine stalls at the south end, a hayhouse over 
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these, and a skilling on the east side. There was also a carthouse on four posts and one on ten posts. 
All the buildings were in good repair, except the larger carthouse which was decayed. It is possible to 
conjecture from the compass directions that this farmyard followed a typical Elizabethan three-sided 
yard, with the barn and cowhouse opposite each other and the posthouses filling the short side.
 Berrybarn at Brighstone was an old house and the farm buildings indicate the adaptation of an 
old building to additional needs. The three-room barn was the core, with the oxhouse of sixteen stalls 
at the east end and added to this the hayhouse.. On the west side of the barn was the skilling stable and 
on the south side two skillings for fodder. The only other building was the posthouse of eight posts. 
All these buildings were in good repair. John Jeeve at Fullingmill had a yard full of buildings. His 
three-room barn had a skilling adjoining it and three skillings on the barn’s side. He had a stable with 
a loft over it, a carthouse of three rooms, a fodderhouse of two rooms and a pigs’ house of one room, 
all well repaired. The expectations of both these farmers exceeded the space and buildings in their farm 
yards and when they expanded their land holdings a very large barn was central to the new ventures. 

Orchards, gardens and yards
When Harrison completed his survey of farm buildings he went onto record the land adjacent to the 
houses. Table 2 records the number of orchards, gardens and yards attached to each holding and here 
only general observations will be made. Thirty one farms in Swainston manor had orchards and twenty 
four in Brighstone. Anne Champion had three orchards at Randalls in Brighstone and nine other farms 
had two. The varieties of apples and pears in the seventeenth century was so great that there was scope 
for marketing where space could be found. The small single family orchard would provide all that was 
necessary for cooking. medicine and cider-making. 
 Gardens were an essential part of daily life and few houses were without them, thirteen or 
fourteen in Swainston and five in Brighstone. These included the Brighstone shops, the two church 
houses and the two millhouses. In  Brighstone only Edward Blake and Richard Lee were householders 
without gardens but in Swainston farms of varying sizes had no gardens. Four entries included more 
than one garden. Swainston manor house had three, probably laid out in late medieval or Tudor times 
while in Brighstone the two ladies who lived in modern, comfortable houses also had more than one 
garden. Joan Baker, the miller had ‘gardens’ and Anne Champion at Randalls had two. These gardens 
were probably treated as vegetable and flower gardens following the style of manor houses. William 
Kingat, Leape Place who lived in an old and somewhat decayed house also had two gardens, but one 
of his may have compensated for the absence of an orchard. 
 The word ‘yard’ was still being used in its medieval sense in the early seventeenth century 
.Yards were enclosures taken from the fields. Thomas Tusser described growing hops in a hop yard in 
Elizabeth I’s reign(8) while John Oglander spoke of his hop garden(9 ); both served the same purpose. 
The close association of yards with fields is shown in Harrison’s entry of ‘the yards lying open to the 
pastures’. At Fullingmill, Calboume, this relationship is shown clearly when John Jeeve converted a 
meadow, ‘next to Calvary’, into a ‘milkinyard’ of one acre. Calvary lay on the east side of his house and 
this innovative milking yard brought the cows in from pasture for milking, an improvement that only 
became general a century later. For cottagers and small farmers the yard or garden was interchangeable 
for each would have grown the vegetables essential to his livelyhood.
 Very few dwellings had no orchard, garden or yard, four each in both manors, but the two 
millhouses, the Church houses and the Brighstone shops accounted for most. Wheatenbread and 
Lambslease were the only farms, the first a modest thirty acres but Lambslease, a pasture farm of 
one hundred and fifty acres, also had no orchard, garden or yard. These few tenants were already 
wholely dependant on others for much of their food. The land survey of Swainston and Brighstone 
manors included the three main types of farm land in the Isle of Wight; in Swainston the northern 
clays, separating this manor from Brighstone the chalk downland and in Brighstone the greensands. 
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Agriculture in each manor reflected the geology under the soil and the past history of the countryside 
was still visible in 1630 in the type of farming then employed. Swainston and Brighstone may be 
taken as models of land use in other parts of the Island at this time. Harrison summed up the quality 
of land in Swainston in a memorandum written after he had concluded the survey; ‘The worst of our 
lands is about Shalfleet & towards Newtown & Elmsworth: and these are as well the unhealthfulest 
as the barrenest part: the other lands in general are quite contrary rich & healthful ... all the ground on 
the other side of Swainston towards Calbourn nay even to John Jeeves dwelling house & Calbourn 
Church is very good land as good as Brixton.’(10)  Brighstone was a completely different manor where 
‘champion’ farming was still employed in the large open fields, but this was already being eroded by 
tenants who had gradually consolidated and enclosed their lands. The chalk downs separating Calbourne 
and Brighstone, were used by those tenants in both manors who had rights to run sheep on them. An 
additional form of farming was important to Swainston, the woods and coppices that were valuable in 
themselves, but also as pasture for animals beneath their branches. All this Harrison recorded in detail 
leaving a picture of a countryside that in part, at Swainston, had changed little since medieval times, 
whereas at Brighstone the structures of medieval farming were evolving to meet the demands of an 
expanding society.

Swainston Manor 
The demesne land, the exclusive property of Sir Francis Barrington, was 1245 acres, 1 rood, 7 3/25 
perches. Richard Champion and John Jeeve, Fullingmills, shared the demesne, the former holding 659 
acres and the latter 594 acres.*

 Champion Jeeve

Pasture 135 acres 123 acres 
Meadow  19  22 
Arable 61  5
Downs 297  332
Wood 144  40

* In this paper only complete acres are included.

The acreage of land use in the demesne demonstrates that throughout the manor, where pasture was 
general and arable and meadow much less significant. The demesne land was, ‘good ground. .. being 
most of the dry pasture ‘. This was the land around the manor house, for less than a mile away North 
Park had, ‘but reasonable good ground’, and then came the poor land towards Shalfleet and Newtown.
 There were only nine small holdings in Swainston and six of these were cottages in Calbourne 
village. The acreages ranged from Thomas Bull’s three acres at Coppedhall, Newtown to Kathleen 
Marline, a cottager in Calbourne with twelve acres. In these cottage lands the shadow of open field farming 
remained in the few entries for pieces of land, a term used in the open fields at Brighstone. Closes detached 
from the farmhouse and situated in different places also suggest open field farming. Thomas Bull had 
three closes but none was next to another. John Cooper, Cottens, Calbourne still had, ‘a little peece 
of meadow’ in Mr Earlsman’s meadow and two pieces of pasture, each less than a rood, although his 
remaining four acres were together near his house. Grace Elcocks, Scrivens, Calbourne had her four 
acres all in different places. David Gawpen in his cottage near the church had a piece of pasture, the 
Pitt, and another, Reeves Butt, both less than an acre and each among his separated closes. These were 
the only fragments of open field pasture and arable farming that remained in this part of the manor. 
 At the north of Swainston one other entry suggests open field farming. Clamerkin, a farm of 
ninety seven acres, included a pasture close of thirty one acres, ‘the Field’, and within it was a four 
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acre piece of arable. This large enclosure bordered, ‘the haven’, the upper reaches of Newtown harbour, 
and was near to the medieval town. The name is unique in the survey and is probably the last reminder 
of the town’s cultivated fields.  
 The tenants’ land in Swainston fell into clear catagories; pasture, arable, meadow, heathfield and 
woodland, with pasture containing the largest acreage and woodland the least. They will be discussed 
separately beginning with pasture land. 

Pasture
Enclosed fields of small acreages were found throughout the manor on large and small farms but larger 
fields accounted for most of the land. Those between five and nineteen acres enclosed almost three times 
the acreage of the smaller fields. As the size of fields increased the number of fields dropped but the 
acreage remained high as some were very large enclosures. James Mellishe, North Park, had a close of 
fifty acres, Great and Little Daniell and Thomas Cheverton at Elmsworth had a close of pasture and wood, 
sixty eight acres. There remained two exceptional enclosures, Lambslease with a single pasture close, 
one hundred and thirty acres and its neighbour Shippes which was mainly a single close of pasture with 
some arable and a tiny meadow of less than an acre, amounting to one hundred and fifty seven acres. Both 
these holdings, as their names indicate were sheep runs. They together with Elmsworth were situated near 
Newtown, adjacent to the sea and were isolated from the remainder of the manor.

Closes

 Size Number Total

 1 -4 acres 163 233 acres

 5 -19 acres 68 538 acres

 20-68 acres 14 266 acres

 138 acres 1 138 acres

 157 acres 1 157 acres 

 Total  1332 acres

Land values varied in relation to the quality of pasture. The average lay between 4s(40p) and 10s(50p) 
per acre per annum, but the poorest land such as a nineteen acre close, ‘next to the Haven’ at Corfe was 
valued at only 18d(7p) an acre. Values varied within farms as can be see at North Park where Great 
and Little Daniell was 2s 6d(25p) and the neighbouring twenty two acre cow pasture was 8s(40p) an 
acre. Elm farm, one hundred and fourteen acres, to the north of Calbourne, had most pasture valued at 
6s 8d(39p), but the largest close, twenty nine acres next to Elm copse, was only 3s(15p) an acre. The 
survey shows that most average valuations were found in the area of Calbourne with some extending 
into land near Shalfleet. The highest valuations were on land held by cottagers in Calbourne. Their 
holdings were small from four to twelve acres, but their pasture was valued at 20s(£1.00), 21s(£1.05), 
and 13s. 4d(66p).(11).Joan Trickett at Pitt, a farm of twenty seven acres near the church, also had land 
valued at 16s(80p) per acre These high values were concentrated in a small area in the village. They 
can be compared with Fullingmills less than a quarter of mile away where pasture was 10s(50p) an 
acre. The cottagers’ fields were all one acre, with two pieces of pasture less than an acre, not in closes, 
and they probably reflect the careful management of open field land over the centuries. They would 
be unlikely to survive for long, the end of leases and raised rents would ensure that such good land 
was absorbed into larger farms. 
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Arable
The cultivated land was one fifth that of pasture, two hundred and sixty eight acres and all would have 
been for the use of individual families. The closes were small compared with pasture, from one to nine 
acres in size. Most were between one and four acres, sixty nine closes accounting for one hundred and 
fifty four acres. The remaining closes were little larger, four closes each had five acres, four more each 
enclosed six acres and a further four had seven acres in each. There were three closes of eight acres 
and two of nine. Valuation again reflected the type of land, the lowest at 5s(25p) and 6s(30p) being on 
northern farms such as Elm with two closes of nine acres each valued at 6s(30p) an acre, and Londons 
with a seven acre close at the same rate. Clamerkin, near the sea, had its thirty one acre close, the 
Field, valued at 5s(25p). Most arable was more valuable, assessed between 8s(40p) and 16s(80p) and 
the highest values remained with the Calbourne cottagers. Katherine Marline had two acres valued at 
13s 4d(66p) and two other acres, detached from the house were 20s (£1.00) an acre. The highest value 
arable, 21s(£1.05) an acre was on the tiny holdings of Grace Elcocks and David Gawpen. She had an 
acre of arable at 13s 4d(66p) and a further acre at 21s(£1.05). Gawpen had a two acre close, one acre 
close and a small close 0.3.21 at 21s(£1.05). His eight acres with the highest value in pasture and arable 
were, relative to the size of his holding, the most valuable land in Swainston.

Size of closes (12)   Value of land
1 acre 23 23 acres 5s(25p) 4 closes
2 acres 21 42 acres 6s(30p) 7 closes
3acres 11 33 acres 6s8d(66p) 8 closes
4 acres 14 56 acres 10s(50p) 17 closes
5 acres 4 20 acres 13s4d(66p) 14 closes
6 acres 4 24 acres 16s(80p) 12 closes
7 acres 4 28 acres 20s(£1.00) 4 closes
8 acres 3 24 acres 21s(£1.05) 4 closes
9 acres 2 18 acres 

No description of crops grown on the arable was included in the survey but at Fullingmills there was 
a ‘Beane garden of 17 perches valued at 10s an acre. It is included here as it was situated within the 
farm lands and was not a domestic garden. The beans were for animal feed, but their value in setting 
nitrogen was understood and they were an increasing part of arable cultivation. A cropping rotation 
in Knighton parish shows the change that came between 1554 and 1573. In the  earlier inventory the 
enclosures were pasture, wheat, barley; the later one included ‘codware’ ( peas and beans). (13) John 
Jeeve’s bean garden was unique in the survey and suggests that it was an innovation in this manor 
of poor land. The Knighton inventories also shows the usual planting with wheat as the main crop, 
followed by barley, both essential for food and drink for the family. 
 Apart from the area in and around Calboume where the ground was good, the improvement 
of arable land was a serious problem as Harrison observed. Writing to Lady Joan Barrington, 6 July 
1630, he explained that chalk and marl were commonly used by farms nearest to the downs and that 
this would bring long term benefits. For the majority of tenants, however, carting heavy marl to distant 
farms was virtually impossible, and so, ‘For want of marl the tenants do bum their ground to make it 
bear good corn for two or three years which sucks out the heart of the ground. . . that it is little worth 
many years after.’ (14)  Harrison described a primitive method of improving heathland being newly 
used as arable. The top was pared off in summer and burned and the ashes were scattered over the 
land as quick active fertilizer. Achieving adequate returns from wheat and barley was difficult on good 
land, the difficulties of arable farming on the heavy clays were insurmountable to Jacobean farmers 
and explain the low acreages found in Swainston.
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Meadow
Meadow land was the most valuable and the least in acreage.  The hay it produced was essential for 
oxen and horses for late winter and early spring feed and the land needed careful management, including 
good sheep dunging once the hay was cut.. Meadows had evolved from pasture over long periods and 
were never ploughed They had always been a small part of English agriculture, gradually increasing 
over the centuries although the proportion of meadow land was still low in the early seventeenth century 
.In Swainston twenty nine holdings included some meadow, mostly in small acreages. There were only 
two large meadows, eleven acres at Heberdens valued at 8s(40)  and twelve acres at Fullholdings at 
10s(50p). The remaining acreages lay between one and six acres; twelve meadows of one acre, seven of 
two, eight of three, three of four and one each of five and six acres. In addition there were ten meadows 
of less than an acre. The low acreages were largely due to the labour needed to cut and carry the hay 
harvest as quickly as possible and it may explain why over half the meadows were close to the farm 
house. At Corfe and North Park small meadows were included with the house, gardens and yards as a 
single entry and sixteen other farms had meadows near to the dwelling.
 The value given to meadow reflected the care given to it.  Margaret Guyer, Averies, had land 
valuations of 8s(40p) to 13s 4d(66p), the latter figure being a meadow of less than acre. This made 
her second meadow. also less than acre, valued at 33s(£1.65) exceptional. and the highest valuation. 
At Mill Green, Calbourne Richard Callaway’s land was valued from 4s(20p) to10s(50p) which made 
his one acre meadow at 24s(£1.20) remarkable. There were four holdings with meadows valued at 
20s(£1.00). Fullingmills, with Calvary and the milking yard, while the remainder of the land was the 
same value as Mill Green, Galdins in Calbourne had land valued between 8s(40p) and 13s 4d(66p) 
but the one acre meadow stands out in value. Yatlands with thirteen acres of good pasture at 10s(50p) 
and 12s(60p) had four acres of meadow at 20s(£l. 00) value and at Streete John Cooper had less than 
an acre at this high valuation. 
 The lowest values 6s 8d(37p) were explained by their situation. Flete Place meadow was next 
to the haven and Dytch Place had a meadow in the heathfield. The majority of meadows were valued 
at l0s(50p) an acre and these were found on good and poor land. At Heberdens a two acre meadow 
within a copse row was valued at l0s(50p), two shillings(20p) more than a meadow of eleven acres 
among pasture land. At Corfe there was also a copse row, ‘some pt whereof is meadow ground’, but 
this was less than an acre, valued at the same rate as  neighbouring pasture. 
 Two final examples show how far some tenants had to look for meadow land. David Hicks, 
Normans Place, Calbourne had less than an acre, ‘lying in Brixton’ but it was worth 10s(50p) an acre. 
The tiny meadow held by John Cooper, Cottens has already been noted as being in Mr Earlsman’s 
meadow. It was valued at 13s 4d(66p) and may also have been in Brighstone where Earle Mead was 
a meadow shared by tenants. 
 Holdings with meadows valued at :-
33s(£1.65) Averies
24s(£1.20) Mill Green
20s(£1.00) Fullingmills, Streete, Galdins, Yatlands
16s(80p) Londons, Horeylane, Whiteoake
13s4d(66p)  Cottens, Flatpooks, Averies, Perry Place, Elizabeth Powell Calbourne
12s(60p)  Whiteoake, Haywards,
10s(50p)  Mill Green, Langbridge, Dytch Place, Streete Place, Munks, Gore, Elm,
 Whiteoake, Clapping bread, Fullholdings, Heberdens, Londons, North Park
8s4d(42p)  Gore
8s(40p)  Heberdens, Haywards, North Park
6s8d  Flete Place, Dytch Place, Ventinghamds, Corfe 
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The Heathfield 
This open land was a large common extending from Heberdens and Heathfield farms in the south to 
Clamerkin in the north; the holdings of Wheatenbread and Lowesteed backed onto the heathfield in 
the east and Dytch Place was on the western boundary .(15) The origins of the field cannot now be 
determined but its relationship to woodland pasture in 1630 may have been established in Anglo-Saxon 
times when heath and woodland together were already part of English agriculture(16) The evidence in 
Swainston is that heathland and woodland were still important to the  tenant farmers. The heathfield could 
have offered grazing to cattle and sheep but, unlike the commons in Brighstone, no holdings included 
such grazing rights. This may be explained by the number of closes where creeping enclosure had 
ensured private rights in the field. Twenty nine tenants had closes in the field. Some were conveniently 
near. Clifford Webster has shown in his reconstructed map that long, narrow medieval closes abutted 
onto the field in the east but there were also larger enclosures. Corfe and Londons had closes of 14 and 
15 acres respectively, Flatpooks, 11 acres, and Clamerkin and Whiteoake each had 10 acres. 
 The valuations were low, between 8d(4p) and 5s(25p) an acre. An exceptional close of 8 acres 
was valued at 8s(40p). This belonged to Jane Crannt, Galdins, Calbourne who had high values on her 
land there, but this close, which was rated the same as her pasture, indicates good management of this 
poor land. Two closes at 5s(25p) were part of Wheatenbread and Horylane. At Horylane a 2 acre arable 
close was near the house and Wheatenbread had its 4 acre close next to the house, and this, too, was 
arable, judging by the valuation. The remaining enclosures were unidentified but the heathfield gave 
tenants many uses from the plants growing there. Bracken was used for fuel, cattle litter and fertilizer, 
furse, gorse, made a quick, sharp fire, ling, heather, was also used as fuel and for thatching and both 
were acceptable grazing. There was one entry associated with the heathfield but separated from it. 
Francis Wayte, Londons had a twenty eight acre pasture close, the fursefield, valued at 18d(7p) and 
this valuation may be taken to represent pasture in the heathfield. 

Heathfield closes    Valuations
1 acre 1 close
2 acres 5 closes  1 close valued at 8d (4p)
4 acres 4   1 16d (6p) 
5 acres 1  9 closes 18d (7p)
6 acres 2  4 23d (9p)
7 acres  1  8 2s (l0p)
8 acres 10  1 23d (11p)
9 acres  3  3 2s6d (13p)
10 acres  2  2 5s (25p)
11 acres  1  1 8s (40p)
14 acres 1
15 acres 1

Copses and Copse rows 
The amount of woodland recorded on tenants land was surprisingly small, seventy nine acres on twenty 
holdings. Most copses were small; twelve between 1 -4 acres and five with copses, individually of five, 
seven, eight and nine acres. Elm had a copse of eleven acres and North Park with a copse of seven acres 
and one of nine, had the largest copse recorded, fourteen acres. The copse rows were even smaller, seven 
of one acre and one of two acres, with seven rows less than an acre. These rows should more properly 
be called ‘rews’, hedges that have been allowed to spread outwards and where trees have grown up so 
that long copses evolved.(17)  This is seen at Corfe where a copse row, 0.3.21 was valued at 5s(25p) 
because it was wide enough to include, ‘ some pt whereof is meadow ground’. At Wheatenbread John 
Jeeve had a six acre copse row, within which was a pasture close valued at 10s(50p). Animals grazing 
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in copses and copse rows eventually removed all the low herbage and plants allowing grass to grow, 
which would develop into pasture and meadow. 
 The copses and copse rows, with the exceptions above, were all valued at 12d(5p) per acre 
and the tenants had a poor opinion of this woodland. Writing to Sir Thomas Barrington,  1 May1630, 
Harrison reported that the copses, ‘do them so little pleasure, they would not maintain a horse for a 
year’.(18) He was referring to wood pasture which was both an asset and a problem which he discussed 
fully in his woodland notes. There was also a problem of the use of wood in copses, copse rows and 
hedges. The tenants were permitted to cut the lops, short twiggy branches, but trees that grew to tall 
timber were the lord’s property and could only be felled by him. The opportunities, with an absentee 
landlord, for tenants to use copse wood to their advantage was obvious and in his May letter Harrison 
advised, ‘when your worship lets a new lease, reserve the copses wholly to yourself’, so keeping the 
valuable woodland under his own control. (19)

Marshes 
Only three holdings had marshes, all valued at 6d(2p) and all near Newtown. Jane Champion, Flete Place 
had eight acres, but the two sheep farms, Lambslease and Shippes had extensive acreages. Lambslease 
had three marshes, two together amounting to just over seven acres. The large marsh lying to the west 
was eleven acres, ‘wch is overflowne wth the Sea every spring tide’. Shippes had a seventeen acre 
marsh described in the same way. Both these holdings could use the marshes for grazing as the salt 
land, although damp did not harm the sheep’s feet.

Woodland
When he returned to Hatfield in October 1630 Harrison set down his opinions and directions on the 
woodlands in Swainston manor. These amounted to 464 acres; two hundred and eighty four on tenants’ 
lands, forty on demesne land held by John Jeeve and one hundred and forty on Richard Champion’s 
demesne land.(20) This was the commercially valuable part of the estate and it had been neglected and 
undervalued in the recent past. His notes show how good woodland management was at odds with the 
farming practice of the tenants who still adopted a medieval approach to their use of coppice wood.
 It is from these notes that the importance of Elmsworth to the estate is made clear. This, the 
largest tenancy of two hundred and eighty six acres, with only a small ancient house and poor farm 
buildings, was a source of wood to the whole manor. From the heathfield a Great Green Way led to 
Lambslease and on to Elmsworth and Burnt Wood, one hundred and eighty five acres of wood and 
pasture. The status of this wood was recognized by Sir George Carey when he was Captain of the 
Island at the end of the sixteenth century for it was here that his stud of valuable thoroughbred horses 
was kept(21)  In 1630 a sixty eight acre close of pasture and wood was valued at 6s 8d(63p) an acre, a 
good average price, but it was insignificant compared with the remainder of Burnt Wood, one hundred 
and seventeen acres valued at 20s(£1.00), the highest woodland value on the estate. Elmsworth was 
rented at £46 a year to Thomas Cheverton, a good tenant, But Richard Champion now offered a £140 
for all Elmsworth. The other demesne tenant, John Jeeve, offered £12 For West Copse, which the 
Woodward, James Rookley held at £7 per annum. This copse, described as well grown and fit to be 
felled, justified a large rent increase. Cheverton would find other changes in the future if he remained 
the tenant Harrison recommended reserving ten acres of Burnt Wood, ‘next the Sea’, from letting to 
the tenant to enclose as a copse. He pointed out that the rest of the rest of the trees there were, ‘like a 
grove’, that is, tall timber trees. The situation of these trees was important They could be sold at 2s(l0p) 
a tun more than wood farther inland. He confirmed this with an entry ,’Cocks a Ritche Boat Man will 
buy as much. .. of that wood next the sea to carry out of the Island’.(22) Timber, the whole trunk, with 
branches cut off as near the top as possible, ‘is larger and purer timber’. It was ‘ so precious that they 
could name their own price, from 13s(65p) to 20s(£1.00) a tun. The timber trees in Burnt Wood could 
be sold at 15s(75p) to 16s(80p) a tun, a realistic price, as Harrison complained that the estate had been 
selling timber at too low a rate. 
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 When Harrison was at Swainston in May he had written notes on the management of the 
copses. (23) He found the situation poor. James Rookley, the woodward, kept poor accounts, largely 
due to the fact that he felled the copses throughout the year and could not account accurately for the 
wood sold. The trees were cut late, the stumps left too high off the ground so that they sprouted and also 
made passage for horses and carts difficult. The cut wood was thrown, ‘on every side. .. not laying it 
in ranges as we do’, thus making the passage of carts easier. He was also concerned that quick hedges, 
prickly blackthorn and hawthorn, should be planted before a copse was felled. This was probably to 
ensure that a hedge was well grown before the cleared area was replanted with acorns. The hedges 
should all have ditches to drain the copses, a continuing problem on clay land. 
 His October directives included a clear policy for the sale of timber. Spring was the best time 
to sell, especially the oak trees, which should be felled in April, the best month for saving the bark. 
The importance of bark was again emphasized when Harrison discussed cutting wood for tenants’ 
repairs, ‘in May. .. the bark will yield a profit’. The bark was sold to tanners in Newport who prepared 
the hides for the leatherworkers and shoemakers, a well established trade in the town. (24) 
 It was in Newport market that the time of sale for timber and copse wood was announced. 
A man from the estate should be sent to give notice that the wood would be sold and felled within a 
week or fortnight of the proclamation. Two or three sale days should be sufficient, after which no wood 
should felled until the following year. 
 Copse wood for tenants’ repairs was best cut at All Hallows, 1 November, when the sap had 
gone. This wood was meant for the repair of tenants houses and farm buildings but there had been 
‘great abuse’ in using it. John Cooper, Street, had a one acre copse row, ‘wch he felleth for his owne 
use’, although it was the lord’s property .The tenant in chief was among the delinquents. In future his 
wood for repairs and firewood would be assigned to him and the estate bailiffand workmen would fell 
it, ‘lest Mr Champion. .. should take too much’. Champion’s lease, in fact, prohibited him from using 
wood for brewing or baking. All his firewood should have come from Elmsworth bushes but even 
Harrison had to admit that the distance it had to be hauled would make any tenant,’loth to fetch wood 
so far, if they may have it nearer home.’(25) 
 Champion, with the other tenants felt Harrison’s wrath over his use of wood for fencing. 
Illustrations of the period show fences made with wide upright slabs set close together. Harrison strongly 
opposed this waste of good wood and urged Sir Thomas Barrington to bind Champion to make all his 
hedges quick hedges, that is hawthorn and blackthorn. The tenants, too, used too many ‘dead’ hedges, 
where the wood boards rotted away and had to replaced every three years. The only dead hedges Harrison 
would reluctantly admit were bushes, well staked and woven with osiers, ‘these will last best and not 
be stolen’, an important factor when timber was so highly valued. The woodland directions also took 
in the problem of pasture within the copses. Again Champion felt the brunt of Harrison’s complaint. 
His lease allowed him to put in cattle after five years growth of new trees but cattle were put in at any 
time. James Mellishe, his neighbour at North Park was permitted by his lease to put colts into his large 
copses at any time to to feed on the herbage, young growth on trees and bushes, and this Harrison saw 
as doing much harm. He advised binding the tenants in a bond(26) upon their leases not to let cattle 
into Barrington’s copses, ‘otherwise you will hardly keep them out’. The final complaint was against 
a much smaller animal, the rabbit. Coney burrows were still part of agricultural economy while rabbit 
meat and fur were sold, but their value could not compare with woodland. Swainston itself had coney 
burrows but they were a remnant of medieval farming and Harrison wanted them swept away. There 
was a division of opinion about the damage they did to woodland. Harrison thought they did much 
damage to Highwood, a large wood below Apes Down, Champion disagreed. He said they did their 
best to destroy rabbits, they set traps and they caught coneys, but Harrison noted, they let the old does 
live, a rather duplicitous method of control on Champion’s part. The surveyor responded vigorously, 
advising that the bailiff should destroy all the rabbits that came into the demesne copses, ‘and then Mr 
Champion will soon destroy those coneys which are in his grounds’, presumably making a nuisance 
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of themselves there and not in Barrington’s copses. Finally, Harrison listed all the copses and copse 
rows with their years of growth. Copse wood should be felled, he said, when it reached eighteen years 
growth. This was sufficient time for the Island for ‘its so thriving there that the Copse are grown . . . 
as much in 9 years as in all other countries (counties) else in 12 years’. Fifteen acres only should be 
felled at eighteen years,as was done in Willow Wood in 1630. From that year the copses would be 
monitored, following their annual growth which was recorded at that time. (27)

Copse wood growth in 1630
1 year’s growth           14 acres demesne, Horelee and Sandyhill
2 12 North Park
3 67 demesne, Highwood
4 7 Lowstee
5 4 Taggs Place 1 * Flete Place 2, Streete 1
6 2 Yatlands
7 14 North Park 6, Wheatenbread 5, Horelane,
  Combdens, Wheatenbread 1 acre each
8 13 North Park 8, Flete Place 3, Hiberdens 2
9 11 Elm 9, Lowsteed 2
10 14 demesne Sir Richard’s copse 10, Perry
  Place 1, Norrys 1, Horelane 2
11 2 demesne, Round Copse
12 19 demesne 5, Streete 12, Streete Place 1,
  Norrys 1
13 2 Goore
15 17 demesne, Burkett’s Copse
17 14 demesne, Ashing Grove
18 6 demesne, part of Willow Wood not felled
  this year
30 4 Gottenlease 3, Horelane 1

 The numbers show the acreage of copsewood in each holding

His woodland directions completed Harrison’s survey of Swainston manor. They looked forward to 
the future and a more economic management of this valuable part of the estate. By the time he left he 
was also aware of the undervaluation of rents on the manor where most tenants continued to pay their 
low customary rent each year. Only sixteen tenants were paying additional annual rents for the whole, 
or some part of their holdings. When these rents are compared with their rents as tenants-for-lives the 
unrealistic customary rents are made clear. 

Place  Annual rent Additional annual rent
John Dickenson, Flatpooks 23s 3d(£1.16) £18 
Margaret Oyer, Averies 11s 6d(57p) £13 
Jane Hall,Perry Place 12s(60p) £12 
Joan Lacye, Taggs Place 18s 1d(90p) £14 
Alice Mackett, Whiteoaks 13s 8d £12 
John Rookley, Heberdens  £22.10.0 (£22.50) 
Emme Saunders 7s(35p) £4.10.0 (£4.50) 
John Urrye, Haywards 16s 8d(84p) £18.10.0 (£18.50) 
John Urrye, Horelane 4s 8d(24p) £13 
David Wavell, Ventinghams  16s 1d(80p)  £12

JOHANNA JONES



83

The lands of Brighstone manor 
On 6 July Harrison wrote to Lady Joan Barrington,’I go to Brixton wch lyeth in such litle pclls(parce1s) 
of land and intermixt with so many severall lands of other mens that I feare I shall be a greate while 
about it.’(27)  He left on 29 July to stay with Joan Baker at Shate Place, one of the most comfortable 
houses in Brighstone. When Harrison topped the downs between Calbourne and Brighstone he entered 
a different world. Below him the flat plain lay open to the cliffs and sea on the south coast, open 
‘champion’ country , unhedged and treeless. In the centre of this manor was Brighstone, a thriving 
community which rightly called itself a township. Farmhouses and cottages radiated from the church, 
there were three shops entered in the survey and a large public building, the Church House, within 
which was the school. Near the village to the south was the mill and beyond the mill, extending to 
Sutton, was a district of isolated farms, most with old farmhouses, which formed a community of its 
own. A second small manor, Waytes Court, was also part of Brighstone, the manor house lying less 
than a mile to the south of the church. It was the tenants of Alexander Wayte, the lord of the manor, 
whose lands were mainly, ‘intermixt’, with those of Swainston. Berrybarn, the ancient manor house 
of Brighstone, stood within the village a short distance south of the church. 
 Brighstone, as described in the survey, is a model nucleated village where farms and cottages 
stood in the village streets and the common fields were nearby. Harrison saw that there were no trees 
or copses to be valued; in common with all champion farming areas the woodland had long since 
disappeared. He noted that the tenants were expected to plant six young trees each year and in his wood 
directions he instructed the bailiff to fmd out how many were planted and to encourage the tenants to 
plant each year. (28) 
 Visually the most dramatic features of the landscape were the open fields on each side of the 
village, with their patchwork of pasture and arable blocks and strips. Westfield lying between the centre 
of the village to below Brighstone and Calbourne downs; Ugdon or Uggaton field, also on the west of 
the village and the great Eastfield. This ran from the edge of the village eastward almost to Limerstone, 
south to Thorne Place at the east and back to Marsh Place at the west, a great open area of farmland. 
To the south were Northmarshfield and Southmarshfield, smaller in size, used by the farms in the area 
of Sutton. There were also shared meadows and commons, in total a manor of 1030acres, 2 roods, 21 
41/50 perches. While the tenants’ holdings within the open fields and meadows were included in their 
individual assessments, management of the common pastures were treated separately in the survey 
with each common named and described. 

Commons 
There were four small commons and one very large one, Brighstone and Calbourne downs, which 
itself accounted for 363 acres of land. Three commons were associated with the south of Brighstone. 
Marsh Green was five acres on which five tenants were permitted to graze animals, ‘without stint or 
proportion”. This was the worst type of common, badly overgrazed and of little value. Two Brighstone 
tenants had grazing rights, Thomas Hayward, Marsh Place, directly close to it and Joan Baker, whose mill 
was near by.  From Waytes Court the lord of the manor and two of his tenants also had rights to graze. 
Marshfields lay close to the sea and, ‘is almost all fallen into the sea’, leaving only three roods, about 
three quarters of an acre. Thomas Hayward and Joan Baker could each pasture ten sheep, as could 
Alexander Wayte and one of his tenants, but by 1630 this must have been more a legal right than a 
practical one.
Suttoncommon was larger, twenty five acres, but,’A greate pt of this common is fallen into the sea’. 
Five tenants had rights of pasture for ten sheep each; Anne Champion, Randalls, Elizabeth Bull, 
Halfehelings, William CurIe, Thorne Place, Marke Lord, Lucks and David Barnes, Farnham. The 
pasturage here was valued at 5d(2p) a gate, that is, for each sheep allowed to graze. 
 These commons had virtually disappeared by 1630 as erosion continued to eat away the 

THE 1630 SURVEY OF SWAINSTON - FARM BUILDINGS AND FARM LANDS



84

cliff face and they were of little significance compared with the vast acreage of the downs. One small 
common was distinct but associated with Brighstone down in the survey book.  Knowles Common 
was thirteen acres of pasture grazed without stint or proportion by four tenants, Elizabeth CurIe, Pytt 
Place, William Davies, her neighbour whose farm was also called Pytt Place, Richard Cawes, Honeyhall 
Place and Richard Woodford. There was also John Cawse, a tenant of William Bowreman and, ‘all the 
King’s tenants within the parish of Brixton’, an unkown number, but together they would ensure that 
this common was overgrazed and poor land. 

Brighstone and Calbourne downs 
These were the valuable acres of this manor for the sheep grazing here were the guarantee of good 
crops on the fields below. Their fleeces brought regular returns but the wool was not the highest quality 
and the true value of the sheep, as in all champion country , was the manure laid on the ground when 
they were folded onto the fields. Harrison outlined the area of the downs. To the north they ended at 
Swainston down, to the east they ran to Limerstone, Shorwell downs and to Bowcombe down. They 
ran to Eastcombe southward and at the west met Mr Humfry Osey’s lands. These downs fed hundreds 
of sheep. Alexander Wayte and his tenants could graze seven hundred and five sheep and in Swainston 
thirteen tenants could graze seven hundred and seventy five sheep. Richard Champion headed the 
Brighstone tenants with three hundred sheep allotted to Berrybarn, and sixteen other tenancies had 
grazing rights for one thousand, three hundred and fifty sheep. Altogether it was possible for Swainston, 
Brighstone and Waytes Court to have three thousand, one hundred and thirty sheep on the downs. The 
tenants were allotted grazing rights according to the size of the tenancy; Fullingmill, one hundred sheep, 
Elizabeth Curle, Pytt Place, ninety five, Streete Place, fifty and John Gilbert, a cottager, twenty five. Not 
all tenants might have taken up their rights as each gate was charged 3d(lp) but at any time the downs 
would have held some hundreds of sheep to occupy the shepherd. His was a lonely and responsible 
occupation watching over and caring for so many valuable animals. In Brighstone we know where he 
lived while at work; in a pasture close of three acres on the downs; ‘within this close is a little house 
conteyning but one rome wth a chimney, wherein the Shepheard dwelleth’.

Allocation of sheep
Swainston manor   Brighstone manor 
Pitt 125 Berrybarn 300
Normans Place  l00 Eastcombe  l00 
Fullingmill  l00  Honey hall Place  l00
Streete  50  Netherhouse 100 
Langbridge  50  William Davies 
Galdins  50  Pytt Place  100 
David Gawpen  50  Combe  100 
Sheepwash  50  Kembers Green  100
 Street Place  50  Wiliam Smith  100 
Katherine Marline  50  Eastcombe  100 
Elizabeth Powell  50  Combe Place  100 
Shorts  25  Besehey  100 
Scrivens 25  Elizabeth CurIe
  Pytt Place  75 
  Rose Cawes   50 
  Jane Davies    50 
  Cocks   50 
  Richard Lee  50 
  John Urrey 50 
  John Gilbert 25 
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The downs were the only spaces in Swainston and Brighstone where new land could be taken for arable 
farming and it was on Brighstone down that Richard Champion established a new holding of sixty 
acres, all in closes in one area, doubling the amount of pasture and arable he could farm. Champion 
was restricted at Berrybarn by the limitations of champion farming; there he had fifty acres of pasture 
in closes and one arable close of eight acres. His new holding had fourteen acres of pasture and four 
large arable closes amounting to forty six acres. On one acre of pasture was the barn with the skillings 
and a separate posthouse. This land was valued at 13s 4d(66p) the same as that for good arable land in 
the open fields, but here it reflected the newly turned lower slopes of virgin downland.
 This demand for new land to undertake arable farming in enclosed fields is markedly different 
from the situation revealed in the Knolles survey of the Isle of Wight, made in 1599, when the complaint 
was of too much land being enclosed for pasture. The Knolles commission reported that Islanders blamed 
this on the restriction of corn exports from the Island. A petition was made to the Privy Council seeking 
the free sale of grain outside the Island when the price of a quarter of wheat fell below 13s 4d(66p) at 
the market. This was incorporated into the royal warrant when Richard Worsley was appointed Captain 
in 1560.(29) It may have encouraged a move to arable farming, certainly seventy years later there was 
an increased demand for grain and entrepreneurial farmers were responding to the situation. 

Meadows 
The meadows in Brighstone were by 1630 mostly among the tenants enclosed fields but common 
meadows still existed and remnants of medieval practice remained. There were thirty seven acres of 
meadow, and sixteen pieces of less than acre, eight private and eight in the common meadows.(30) In 
addition there were five tenants who shared pieces of meadow and one woman who still paid rent by 
work for her pieces of meadow. 
 There were three named common meadows, Earlemead, Lucksmead and Commonmead.(31) 
The survey records only the Brighstone manor tenants who used the meadows but other Brighstone 
people would also have pieces there. From this there emerges a picture of very small pieces of meadow, 
almost all in roods and perches, yards rather than acres. Five were in Commonmead and three in 
Lucksmead. It was in Lucksmead and Earlemead that a complicated system of sharing was still in 
being. Five tenants had rights in small portions of meadow described as,’running acres of meadow’ 
or ‘running meadows.’ Richard Champion had five pieces in Lucksmead; one was used by Alexander 
Wayte in 1630, by Champion in 1631; two other pieces were for Champion’s use in 1630, Mr Wayte’s 
in 1631; William Curle had one piece in 1630, Champion used it the following year and the last piece 
was Champion’s followed by Curle in 1631. The alternate use of these running acres would continue 
indefinitely. 
 David Barnes, Farnham had three men involved in his piece of meadow in Earlemead; in 
1630 Thomas Budden had two parts of this piece of meadow, 3 roods 21 perches, and William Warder 
one part; in the following year Barnes would have two parts and John Champion one, ‘and in the same 
manner’ every two years.(32) These meadows were the lowest rated, 11s 8d(57p) in Earlemead and 
10s(50p) in Lucksmead and they show both the medieval communal attempt to share valuable meadow 
land among tenants and the lack of incentive for improvement in the seventeenth century under this 
archaic system. This is confirmed by the entry following a running acre shared by Champion and Wayte 
valued at 10s(50p). Immediately next to it was tiny piece of meadow, one rood, two perches, held by 
Champion and valued at 20s (£1.00) per acre per annum. In one man’s hands the value was doubled. 
One tenant still had work for rent, Elizabeth Smith who kept the butcher’s shop in Brighstone. Her 
three acre holding consisted of one close and three pieces in Northmarshfield, all arable and each under 
one acre. She also had part of a piece of meadow in Lucksmead, measuring 36 perches. Her tenancy 
demanded that,’she must mowe this peece of Meadow and make it into grasse Cocks, then Edward 
King(Leape Place) is to have one halfe’. A second smaller piece was held on the same term, both valued 
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at 10s(50p) By 1630 these examples were an anachronism, the majority of meadows were private, but 
they illuminate the problems of transforming open field farming into the consolidated farms of later 
centuries. In Brighstone the meadows with the highest valuations slightly outnumbered the others. 
Two acres of meadow in Berrybam headed the list with a valuation of 30s(£1.50), an exceptional sum, 
followed by fourteen tenants with values between 22s(£1.20) and 20s(£1.00) for their private meadows. 
Highest valuations were not restricted to private meadows. The highest value after Berrybam included 
less than an acre in Commonmead, part of William Jackman’s land, valued at 22s(£1.10) and there 
were four other pieces in this meadow with values of 20s(£1.00), as well as one in Lucksmead and 
one in Earlemead. Meadows valued between 16s(80p) and 12s(40p) were in private meadows and the 
lowest valuation, 8s(40p) at Combe Place below Brighstone down, was explained by its position, five 
acres named,’the Moor’. 
 Meadows were most valuable, never ploughed and after hay harvest they were open for 
common pasturage to provide manure. They had developed over many centuries and many would 
survive untouched into the twentieth century .

Private meadows
Berrybarn 2 acres                        30s(£1.50)
Shate Place 3 acres                        22s(£1.10)
Farnham 1 acre                        21s(£1.05)
Randalls 2 acres  21s
 0.2.20  21s
Berrybarn 1 acre                        20s(£1.00)
Halfhelings 0.1.2  20s
Randalls 0.2.14  20s
Rose Cawes 1 acre  20s
Netherhouse 2 acres  20s
Richard Lee 0.2.6  20s
 0.0.36  20s
Berrybarn 2 acres  20s
 2 acres  20s
Wm Davies 1 acre                        16s(70p)
Pytt Place
Dyrtshod (1) 1 acre  16s
Pay Place 0.3.37                        15s(75p)
Cashyde 0.2.33  15s
 2 acres  15s
Besehey 2 acres  15s
Shate Place 1 acre                        13s4d(66p)
Samuel Brown 1 acre                        13s4d
Kernbers Green 1 acre                        13s4d
Rose Cawes (2) 3 acres                        13s4d
Berrybam 3 acres                        12s(60p)
Gervies 1 acre  12s
Combe Place 5 acres  8s

1 This meadow, Longlandmead, was among enclosed fields, next to an arable close Longland
2 Three acres in East Close, but totally surrounded by other men’s lands. It may have been a public 

meadow but is included here as this close is not mentioned elsewhere.
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Common meadows
Combe 0.2.7 Commonmead 22s(£1.10)
Berrybarn 0.1.2 Lucksmead 20s
William Smith 0.3.6 Commonmead 20s
Eastcombe 1.0.10 Commonmead 20s
John Urrey, Baron 0-2.37 Commonmead 20s
Combe Place 0.2.32 Commonmead 20s
Randalls 0.2.14 Earlemead 20s
Elizabeth Smith (1) 0.0.24 Longmead l0s

1. Longmead was next to Lucksmead

Running Acres
Richard Champion, Berrybam. Earlemead 0.3.4 10s(50p)
 Lucksmead 0.1.3 10s
 Lucksmead 0.1.16 10s
 Lucksmead 0.1.20 10s
 Lucksmead 0.1.10 10s
David Barnes, Farnharn Earlemead 0.3.21 11s 3d (56p)
 Earlemead 0.3.38 11s 8d (54p)
William Curle, Thome Place Lucksmead 0.1.16 10s
 Lucksmead 0.1.20 l0s
William Warder, Gervies, (l.) Earlemead 0.3.21 3s 4d(17p)
 Earlemead 0.3.38 3s 4d
Anne Champion, Randalls Earlemead 0.3.21 3s 4d
 Earlemead 0.3.38 3s 4d

1. 3s 4d was the valuation for the tenant who was not using the meadow in 1630

Pasture and arable land
It was the amount of arable and pasture that determined the size of holdings in Brighstone manor and 
these were very different from those in Swainston. There the nine smallest farms, excluding cottages, 
were between seventeen and twenty nine acres. In Brighstone the majority of farms were only seventeen 
to twenty eight acres and many farmhouses stood about the centre of the village and westward along 
the lane that led to Mottistone. There was little difference in the size of these holdings, only an acre 
or two in each total and there were only five with less than ten acres of land. The enclosed fields were 
also small; approximately ninety three closes and meadows were two acres in size, seventy five were 
one acre, sixty four three acres and twenty two four acres. Thereafter the numbers fall sharply, nine 
with five acre closes, eight with six acres and five with seven acres. There were also two closes of eight 
acres, two of nine and one twelve acre close all these being in the Sutton area of Brighstone where 
larger farms were found.
 Berrybarn, the manor farm was exceptional in its amount of land, one hundred and forty acres, 
but the arrangement of land was not different from that of smaller farms. An eleven acre pasture close 
and two of six acres were separated and an arable close of eight acres was also on its own. A block of 
land, pasture and meadow was in the area of Wickenhill. It included the largest pasture close, sixteen 
acres, one of eight acres, one of three acres and two meadows, but the remainder of Berrybarn were 
the running acres discussed above. It was only in the new enclosures on Brighstone down that Richard 
Champion could indulge in several large closes, three pasture, eight, eleven and sixteen acres and four 
arable, two of ten acres, one eleven and one fifteen acres. 

THE 1630 SURVEY OF SWAINSTON - FARM BUILDINGS AND FARM LANDS



88

 One area of Brighstone was distinct. Sutton was a place of isolated farmhouses with surrounding 
enclosures. It lay to the south east of the village and it was here that the largest farms in the manor were 
found. Cashyde was fifty one acres and Farnham fifty acres. Cashyde stood at a distant southerly point 
almost on the cliffs and its land was all enclosed, seven arable closes, twenty one acres, including one 
six acre close, and twenty four acres of pasture in four closes, including one of ten acres. Farnham had 
thirty seven acres of pasture in nine closes, two being eight and nine acres. Together with these were 
three small arable closes amounting to four acres. Leape Place, a neighbour of Cashyde but nearer the 
sea was a smaller farm, thirty four acres. The land was in four closes, a twelve acre arable close and 
one of four acres and two pasture closes, nine and seven acres, the latter with one boundary next to 
the sea.
 Pay Place, Gervies and Randalls were situated on a lane leading south from Wickenhall Lane 
and slightly nearer the village. Pay Place, the most southerly, had thirty nine acres of land, all enclosed. 
There were twenty six acres of pasture in eight closes and three small arable closes amounting to five 
acres. Gervies, a farm of forty acres, combined closes and pieces in the common field. Thirteen acres of 
pasture were in five closes with ten acres of arable in three closes, all situated next to each other. There 
was also a separate three acre pasture close. The remaining arable was in Suttonfield, six separated 
pieces, five being less than an acre, with one surrounded on all sides by Anne Champion’s land. This 
was not surprising as her farm, Randalls, was immediately north of Gervies, a complicated holding of 
three parts. Randalls was thirty nine acres, There were three pasture closes amounting to sixteen acres 
and a two acre arable close together, with two separated pasture closes of seven and two acres. The 
remainder of her arable was in Suttonfield, all, except one two acre piece, in pieces of less than an acre. 
Four of these were consolidated and the three others separated. Anne Champion also rented Ammes, 
in Sutton. Here there were three pasture closes, eleven acres, all separated, a two acre piece of arable, 
as well as three pieces of pasture, all under one acre and all separated. Her part of two running acres 
in Earlemead were also part of Ammes, an unregenerate medieval holding. Her final thirteen acres of 
land, all in Suttonfield, were disputed as the true ownership could not be decided.(33)  Here all the 
pieces were grouped together, twelve arable and five pasture, all except one acre of pasture, measured 
in pieces of less than an acre. This land had been occupied by the Champions for a long time, virtually 
as their own, in which they could arrange the pieces to their convenience, contrasting directly with 
Ammes and its many pieces.
 This group of farms demonstrates the gradual evolution of land from the open fields to 
enclosed fields and into consolidated groups of fields which could be more easily managed. Although 
their isolation, the large size of holdings and the complete enclosure of some farms has similarities 
with Swainston, here the evidence indicates more recent enclosure which was still continuing. 
There were other isolated farms in the neighbourhood of Sutton, but to the north. Dyrtshod on 
Wickenhall Lane was forty nine acres, mostly in closes near to the house and, apart from two arable 
closes totalling eight acres, the remaining pasture, thirty four acres, was in five closes, one being 
eight acres. Two other pasture closes were separate, one next to the lane that separated Shorwell and 
Brighstone. To the west of Dyrtshod were three neighbouring farms, Thorne Place, Halfhelings and 
Luckes. At Thorne Place, twenty six acres, the land was in separated closes and pieces. There were 
seven pasture closes totalling nine acres. Next to Suttonfield was a two acre arable close and in the 
field were three arable pieces, all separate, in total just over an acre. This holding also included parts 
of two running meadows in Luckesmead. 
 Halfehelings, forty acres, had advanced farther towards consolidation. Here a single bock of 
land included three pasture closes, totalling twelve acres, two pieces of pasture and a four acre arable 
close. The remaining land was in separate closes, three pasture closes, seven acres and one acre of 
arable. Only one piece of arable remained in Northmarshfield. Luckes was the smallest farm in Sutton, 
seventeen acres, but here, too, only one small piece of arable was left in Northmarshfield. The remaining 
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land, was all enclosed, five small arable closes and two pasture, each group totalling six acres. 
Marsh Place, fifty acres, was another isolated farm to the south of the village. It was not part of Sutton 
but shared the problems of land that ran south to end at the coast. Very little was enclosed, two pasture 
closes totalling three acres and three arable, ten acres, were near the house. There were two separate 
pasture closes, four acres and the remainder of the land was divided between Southmarshfield and 
Northmarshfield, both of which were used by tenants in Brighstone village. In Southmarshfield there 
were eleven separate pieces of pasture, seven of them next to the sea, one’ almost all fallen into the 
Sea’. One piece was four acres and three others amounted to four acres but the remainder were small 
pieces. This was the lowest valued land in the manor, 4s(20p) an acre. In Northmarshfield, valued at 
twice the rate above, were three arable pieces, just over two acres and one acre of pasture lying at, 
‘the end of diverse peeces’. The final piece of pasture, less than an acre was in a close, Courtdowne, 
appropriately named, as this tiny piece of Marsh Place land was surrounded on all sides by that of 
Alexander Wayte. The farm was still a medieval holding and demonstrates the time consuming nature 
of managing so many pieces of pasture and arable. 
 One final holding is included in this section. Shate Place, the home of Joan Baker the miller, 
was not isolated from the village as were those in Sutton, but it was one of the largest farms, forty six 
acres, and its common and common land were in the area of Marsh Green. Much of her land was in 
closes next to each other; eight acres of pasture in two closes and three arable, eleven acres. There was 
also Newclose, a separate five acres of arable, with a further one acre next to it. The remaining pasture
was in pieces of less than an acre, one next to Wickenhall Lane and three separate pieces in 
Southmarshfield. There was also five acres in a close, Noads-the-other, from its valuation, 4s (20p), 
pasture, the other part of the close being Alexander Wayte’s land. 
 The valuations of these farm were wide. The two common fields at 4s (20p) and 8s (40p) 
were almost the lowest, one pasture close at Farnham being valued at 6s. 8d (33p). The closes and 
pieces, both pasture and arable, were valued from 9s(45p) to 15s(75p), the individual valuations being 
separated by small amounts; 10s(5Op), 11s(55p), 12s(6Op), 13s4d(66p) and there were no marked 
differences between closes and pieces. 
 To the west of Brighstone village were a group of isolated farms, all with Combe as part of 
their names, illustrating their position in sheltered valleys. Eastcombe stood alone, an old house with 
twenty eight acres of land. Three arable closes, each four acres were together and three pasture closes, 
two of which, five and four acres, were together while a close of two acres was separate. This latter 
pasture was valued at 13s4d( 66p) compared with the 8s(4Op) and 10s(50p) of the others and may 
have been in a lower part of the down 
 Combe als. Eastcombe, Combe Place and Coombe were together on the lower slopes of 
Brighstone Down. The first farm was twenty two acres, with a very good house. The closes here were 
almost equally pasture and arable, six acres each, with a small close, less than an acre, slightly increasing 
the arable. The fields were small, four arable closes totalling just over three acres, and one pasture close of 
one acre, with just two closes of three acres, one arable and one pasture. Newclose, five acres of pasture 
was demonstrably new, valued at only 5s(25p) compared with the other fields where both pasture and 
arable made 13s 4d(66p) and the three acre pasture close was valued at 20s(£1.00), equal to meadow 
land. John Urrey, the tenant had, additionally eighteen acres of land, Baron, next to Brighstone Down, 
four closes, two arable amounting to six acres, a six acre arable close and a four acre close, Oate Close. 
Here the valuations were lower, 5s(25p) to 8s(40p) for pasture and 8s(40p) to 10s(50p) for arable. 
 Combe Place, twenty seven acres, had six closes together and only a one acre pasture close 
separate from them. Eleven acres of arable were in four closes and seven of pasture in the three closes. 
This farm had one piece of arable in Eastfield, surrounded by Wayte land, valued at 12s(600p) per acre, 
a lower rate than the 13s 4d(66p) of arable in the closes. Part of this farm did run into mean land; the 
Moor meadow has been mentioned and one acre of pasture on Hungry Hill was only 5s(30p) per acre. 
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 Combe was the farm nearest to the lane leading over the down to Calbourne. It was only 
seventeen acres with an ancient house, but all the fields were together. Most of the fields were small, 
three arable closes amounting to seven acres and a pasture close of two acres. The only large field, six 
acres of pasture, was probably a new enclosure, it was valued at 7s(35p) compared with 12s(60p) and 
13s(65p) for the other closes. There was one further piece of land, a piece of pasture less than one acre 
in distant Southmarshfield valued at 4s(20p), hardly worth the walk to look at it.
 Kembers Green was near the Coombe farms, the last in this group. It was an ancient house 
with only a primitive chimney, a ‘flue’ in the hall. Most fields were together. three arable closes totalling 
six acres and three pasture, ten acres, one of which was six acres. The remaining land was in separate 
closes and pieces, a one acre pasture close and one close and two pieces of arable, all under one acre. 
There remained land was in three common fields, all in pieces of less than an acre, a piece of arable in 
Westfield. another piece of arable in Northmarshfield and a piece of pasture m Southmarshfield. Apart 
from the common fields this land was well valued, from an arable close 15s(75p) to pasture and arable 
valued at 13s 4d(66p) and 12s(60p) 
 To the west of the village were two holdings each named Pytt Place, both twenty three acres 
and both with good houses. Elizabeth CurIe’s land, north of the lane leading to Mottistone was almost 
entirely pasture, fifteen acres, with only one arable close of four acre. The pasture lay in five closes and 
two pieces. Three of these closes and one piece were separated and two closes and a piece of pasture 
were consolidated, with an arable close. 
 William Davies. whose Pytt Place. south of the lane, had more arable, indicating more easily 
worked land. Most of his farm was in five closes, which, with a meadow, were next to each other, 
eleven acres of arable in three closes, one of which was six acres. and four acres of pasture in two 
closes, with one piece of pasture less than an acre. This land was valued as his neighbour. The farm had 
two detached pieces of arable in a close named Coppedthorne. a memory of a long gone coppice.(34) 
They amounted to just over an acre and, at 6s8d(63) valuation the land was the poorest on the farm. 
Two final pieces of arable, both less than an acre, were in Ugdonfield (Uggaton) and were surprisingly 
highly valued at 12s(60p) an acre, compared with the other common fields. 
 Ugdonfield was part of the medieval manor of Uggaton whose lands extended into the village 
of Brighstone. Two neighbouring farms, Honeyha1l Place and Besehey each had land in the field. 
Honeyha1l Place was twenty three acres and Besehey twenty six and both had their land in small 
closes and pieces in separate places. Honeyha1l Place was exactly the type of farm John Harrison 
had anticipated. The twenty three acres were made up of nineteen closes and pieces and of these only 
five were more than one acre; three pasture closes, two of two acres and one three acres, and two 
arable closes each two acres. A single piece of pasture and one of arable were next to the house, and 
both were special, the only part of the farm valued at 20s(£1.00). There were four separate pieces of 
pasture valued at 10s(50p), two pieces arable together in one place and two other pieces separated. In 
Ugdonfield there were three pieces of arable together and two separate, valued at 12s(6Op), while the 
other arable land had a value of 13s 4d(66p).
 The land at Besehey was in nine closes and eight pieces. Near the house were two pasture 
closes each less than acre but the best land valued at 15s(75p), equivalent to the meadow land. The five 
pasture closes were small, two less than an acre, two one acre and one two acre field. The four arable 
closes were similar, one was less than an acre and the other three moved up from one to four acres. 
There were six pasture pieces, only one being as large as an acre and two arable pieces, less than an 
acre, in Ugdonfield. Five closes were consolidated, three pasture and two arable and the land values 
were between 8s(40p) and 13s 4d(66p) William Smith, who lived in Uggaton lane, had twenty three 
acres of land. He had two arable closes, each one acre and one pasture close of two acres together near 
the house, again the highest valued land at 14s(70p) an acre. Two five acre closes of pasture were each 
in different places, one valued at 11s(55p) and the other, clearly a new enclosure, was only 5s(25p) 
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an acre. The remaining arable was in a two acre close valued at 13s 4d(66p) and four separate pieces, 
two in Westfield and two in Eastfield, these surrounded by Wayte land.
 Thomas Cawes, Netherhouse, may be considered the first of the cottagers. His fourteen acres 
were in ten pieces with only two closes, a two acre arable close near the house and a pasture close, also two 
acres, some distance away. With the exception of one detached arable piece the land was all in common 
fields, five pieces in Westfield, one surrounded by Wayte land, and four in Eastfield with one piece of 
one acre again surrounded by Mr Wayte’s land. Apart from this one piece all the arable pieces were less 
than an acre. The valuations were mostly 12s(60p) with 9s(45p) and 13s(65p) for the detached arable 
and 11s(55p) for the pasture. Rose Cawes, who lived nearer the village, had some high valuations in her 
eleven acres. Most of the land was in two pasture closes and two meadows, amounting to just over four 
acres for each with only one piece of arable, less than an acre, in Eastfield. A small pasture close, less 
than an acre was valued at 21s(£1.05), meadow quality, compared with the four acre close at l0s(50p). 
 Richard Lee’s house was in the village, near the church. In his ten acres he too had only a piece 
of arable in Eastfield, less than an acre surrounded by Wayte land on three sides. He had two pasture 
closes of two and three acres and an arable close, less than an acre, adjoining. The remaining arable 
was all separate, two closes and one piece, just over an acre, and a piece in Eastfield, less than an acre, 
with Wayte land on three sides. All the land was well valued with arable from 12s(60p) to15s(75p) 
and pasture at 13s 4d(66p). 
 John Gilbert’s cottage was also near the church and his eight acres were all in closes, apart 
from a piece of arable, less than an acre in Eastfield, unusually valued at 14s (70p). Three closes were 
pasture, amounting to five acres, two valued at 14s (60p) and a distant one of three acres only 6s(30p). 
The one acre arable close was 16s(80p) an acre. Cocks, Alice Kent’s little holding of seven acres near 
Berrybarn was divided into three closes and three pieces; two arable closes, separated, just over two 
acres together and a two acre pasture close. In Southmarshfield were two pieces of pasture near, but not 
next to, each other, and a piece of arable in Northmarshfield, all under one acre. Her arable was quite 
highly valued, the closes at 16s(80p) and the piece in Northmarshfield at 13s(65p) but the two pieces 
in Southmarshfield were the usual 4s(20p). Elizabeth Smith’s pieces of meadow which have already 
been described were a minor part of her three acre holding. The remaining land was all arable, a close 
and three pieces in Northmarshfield, all less than an acre in size. The close was valued at 16s(80p) 
twice the value of the arable in the common field. 
 Two tenants held small acreages of land with no house attached. Samuel Brown’s five acres 
of meadow are noted above and the second person was Agnes Davies. wife of William Davies. Pytt 
Place. She had land called Arnolds which. in 1630, amounted to nine acres with no house attached to 
it. Most of the land was arable, three pieces each under an acre in Eastfield and a one acre piece called 
Arnolds acre also in this field. There was also a separate arable close less than an acre and a pasture 
close of four acres, both valued at 13s 4d(66p)
 The cottagers land values compared well with the larger farms as they did at Swainston. 
Elizabeth Bull and Richard Lee both had arable valued at 15s(75p). John Gilbert had arable at 16s(80p) 
and pasture 14s(70p) and Alice Kent’s two arable closes were valued at 16s(80p). Rose Cawes headed 
the list with a pasture close valued at 21s(£1.05). the highest valuation in the manor for pasture or 
arable. Indeed, her eleven acres was a valuable property, with one meadow valued at 20s(£1.00), a 
second 13s 4d(66p) with only a four acre close put as low as 10s(50p)
 These cottage lands might have been expected to be entirely absorbed into larger holdings 
in following centuries. In fact they, together with other village farmhouses, probably all retained the 
land near their houses until late in the eighteenth century .John Albin, describing the consolidation of 
farms in the 1790s, comments that within living memory almost every house in Brighstone had a few 
acres of land attached. 
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 When John Harrison reviewed the detailed acreage returns of pasture and arable he would 
have seen that pasture was already largely in closes but arable was almost equally divided between 
closes and pieces in the common fields. 

Number of pasture closes*  120  Number of arable closes 89 
Number of pasture pieces*    47  Number of arable pieces 76 
Total         167  Total 165

*Pasture and arable are compared in closes and pieces. Much open field land was in portions of less 
than an acre, the measurement used in this paper. 

The history of farming in open fields was that of communal working in ploughing, sowing and harvesting 
of arable crops and in the folding of sheep. It was more difficult to detach pieces of arable from the 
whole, although some consolidation of arable pieces had taken place in Brighstone. Blocks of pasture 
within the open fields, sometimes within larger named closes, were easier to arrange and grazing land 
on the lower downs lent itself to new enclosure. Farming here was at a point of change but in a village 
where Swainston land was, ‘intermixt with so many severall lands of other mens’, the change would 
inevitably be slow. In Brighstone as in Swainston some tenants were paying an extra annual rent on 
part or the whole of their tenancies, but these were only eleven in number and in this champion manor 
medieval custom was still entrenched. 

Place Customary Annual rent Additional annual rent
Anne Champion, Randalls 12s6d(62p) unknown rent 
Elizabeth Smith 4s2d(21p)  unknown rent    
Thomas Cawes, Netherhouse  5s1d(30p) £10 
William Davies, Pytt Place
(for Anne Davies’s land) no rent given unknown rent 
Samuel Brown 6s6d(32p) £3.11s(£3.55) 
John Urrey, Combe als. 
Eastcombe  13s8d(68p) £12 
Rose Cawes  10s1d(50p) £3 
William Jackman, Combe 13s4d(66p) 3s4d(32p)
 Richard Wavell, Combe Place 27s (£1.35) unknown rent 
Joan Baker, Shate Place £2.10s(£2.50)  £12.00

Conclusion 
The importance of the 1630 survey of Swainston to the agricultural history of the Isle of Wight lies in 
the detailed picture it gives of two manors, each of which was representative of farming which would 
have been found on other farms which were on good greensand or heavy clay lands. Brighstone, the 
champion manor, was at a transitional stage, with almost an equal amount of land in the common fields 
and in enclosed fields, but farms with completely enclosed fields were still few. The last remnants of 
medieval practice, especially associated with meadows, are indicators of the communal sharing involved 
in medieval farming and the limitations this imposed. The detailed measurement of the closes and pieces 
illustrates the complexity of a champion manor and shows that pasture and arable were equally part of 
farming life in Brighstone at this time. Sheep were an integral part of open field farming and the survey 
reveals the large numbers which could be grazed on the downs. Within Brighstone was the distinctive 
community of Sutton extending down to the coast with isolated farms of large acreages and enclosed fields, 
while within the village itself were the cottages and farmhouses standing in the roads and lanes where the 
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tenants were still involved in open field farming. Encroachment onto the downland was extending from 
Elizabeth is reign and Brighstone includes examples, particularly the large new steading of Richard 
Champion, showing how some farmers could escape the restrictions of medieval farming. 
 Swainston manor was the economically important part of the Barrington estate and the one 
where the problems of an absentee landlord were exposed. The pattern of farming followed that found 
on cold clay land, farms with large acreages and large closes. The two exceptionally large enclosures at 
Shippes and Lambslease indicate sheep runs but the remainder of the manor was shared between pasture 
farming and wood management. A strong suggestion of commercial dairying is shown in the number 
of cowhouses in this manor, with opportunities to sell cream, butter and cheese at Newport market. 
Swainston with its barns, stables, cowhouses, fernhouses and posthouses creates the most vivid picture 
of early seventeenth century farmyards with their varied wood buildings. In Swainston the survey shows 
clearly that woodland was the most important -and most neglected area of management. Here the tenants 
used the absence of the landlord and the tolerance of an incompetent woodward to exploit the estate to 
their advantage. When Harrison looked back to a period of good management he attributed that to the 
then woodward, John Jeeve. Jeeve was himself a good farmer who had thrived sufficiently to build a 
fine stone parlour wing to Fullingmills. He exemplifies the opportunites that could be grasped by men 
of ability at this time. The description of lands and houses recorded in the 1630 survey of Swainston 
is the most important document on agricultural practice in the Isle of Wight at a time when medieval 
forms of agriculture were rapidly disappearing and the possibilities of individual, personal farming 
were appearing. The survey is a source from which further studies of both late medieval farming and 
the new farming of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century may find a starting point. 
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Table 1: Land holdings in the manor of Swainston 

Name Acres 
Richard Champion, Swainston 659
Thomas Cheverton, Elmsworth 286
John Winkle, Lambslease 157
John Deane, Shippes  179
Anne Barton. Heathfield  36
Thomas Bull, Coppedhall  3
Richard Butt, Church House, Calbourne 0
Richard Callaway, Millgreen  62
Jane Champion, Flete Place  86
John Cooke, Coppedthome  5
John Cooke, Shorts  10
John Cooper, Streete  43
John Cooper, Cottens  6
William Cooper, Clamerkins als. Glamorgyns  97
Mary Cranage, Langbridge  17
Jane Craunt, Galdins  43
John Dickenson. Flatpookes  69
Richard Dore, Dytch Place 39
Grace Elcock, Scrivens  4
David Gaepin. cottage Calbourne village  8
Richard Gimblett, Combdens  18
Margaret Guyer, Averies  21
John Hacklett. Sheepwash  4
Jane Hall, Perry Place  50
John Hampton, Streete Place  78
Ralph Harvey, Munks  21
David Hicks, Normans Place  30
Normans Place Millhouse  0
Bamabus Holbrooke, Gore  33
John Jeeve, Fullingmill  73
John Jeeve, Wheatenbread  30 
John Jeeve, Shipford(land only)  12
John Jeeve, demesne land  594
William Jolliffe, Elm  114
Joan Lacye, Taggs Place 62
John Lacye, Lowsteed  22
Katherine Marline. Calbourne village  12
Alice Mackett. Whiteoak  48
John Millett. Clapping bread 19
Elizabeth Powell. cottage Calbourne village  10
Thomas Rookley, Fullholdings  73
John Rookley, Heberdens  70
Emme Saunders, Salisbury  18
Samuel Symes, Norris  52
Joanne Trickett, Pitt  27
John Urrye, Haywards,  61
John Urrye, Horylane  29
David Wavell, Ventinghams  48
Francis Wayte, Corfe  105
Francis Wayte, Londons  84
James Mellishe. Northpark  159
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Land holdings in the manor of Brighstone

Name  Acres
Richard Champion. Berrybarn  143
Joan Baker. Shate Place  46
Shate Place Millhouse  0
Elizabeth Bull, Halfehelings  40
Edward Blake, Eastcombe  28
David Barnes, Farnham  51
Samuel Brown, land only 5
Richard Cawes, Honeyhall Place 23
Thomas Cawes, Netherhouse  14
Rose Cawes, cottage, Uggaton Lane  11
Anne Champion, Randalls  39 
Anne Champion, Ammes(Iand only)  18 
Anne Champion, disputed land  13
William CurIe, Thorne Place  26
Elizabeth CurIe, Pytt Place  23
William Davies, Pytt Place  23
Edward Gerham, Spolepittshole 8
Thomas Hayward, Marsh Place 50
Marjorie Howe, Pay Place  39
William Jackman. Combe  17
Alice Kent. Cocks als, Fyshersbridge 7
William Kingat, Leape Place  34
John Kingat, Cashyde  55 
Richard Lee. house. no name  10
Mark Lord. Luckes  17
Edward Newnam. Kembers Green  25
Edmund Raynolds, Dyrtshod 49
William Smith, cottage, U ggaton Lane  3
Elizabeth Smith, shop, Brighstone 3
John Urrey, Combe als. Eastcombe  22
John Urrey, Baron, land only 18
Combe cottage  0
William Warder, Gervies 40
Richard Wavell, Combe Place  27
Anne Woodford, Besehey  26
Church House  0
Richard Lee’s shop  0 
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Table 2. Orchards,Gardens and Yards Swainstone Manor 

Name Orchard Garden Yard 
Swainston 0 3 more than one 
Elmsworth  0  1 1 
Lambslease  0  0 1 
Shippes  0  0 1 
Heathfield 0 1 1 
Coppedhall 0 1 1 
Millgreen 1  1 1 
Flete Place  1  1 1 
Coppedthorne  1 1 1 
Shorts  0  1 1 
Streete  1 1 1 
Cottens 0  0 0
Clamerkin als Glamorgyns 0  1 1 
Langbridge  0  1 1 
Galdins  2  0 1 
Flatpooks 2  0 0 
Dytch Place 1 1 1 
Scrivens 0  1 1 
David Gawpen  1  1 1 
Combdens  1  1 1 
Averies  1  1 1 
Sheepwash 1  1 1 
Perry Place  1  1 1 
Streete Place 2 0 1
Munks  1  1 1 
Normans Place  1  0 2 
Normans Place Mil1house 0  0 0 
Gore  1  1 more than one 
Fullingmill 2 1 more than one 
Wheatenbread  0 0 0
Shipford  0  0 0 
Elm  1  1 more than one 
Taggs Place  1 1 1 
Lowesteed  0  0 1
 Katherine Marline  0  1 1 
Whiteoak  2  1 1 
Clappingbread  0  1 1 
Elizabeth Powell  1  1 1 
Ful1holdings  1  1 1 
Heberdens  1  0 0 
Salisbury  1  1 1
Norrys  1  1 1 
Pitt  0  1 1 
Haywards  2  0 1 
Horylane 1  1 1 
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Ventinghams  1  1 1 
Corfe  1  1 1 
Londons  1  0 1 
Northpark  2  1 1 
Brighstone Manor 
Berrybarn  2  1 1 
Shate Place  0  1 more than one 
Shate Place Mil1house  0  0 0 
Halfehelings  1  1 1 
Eastcombe  0  0 more than one 
Farnham  1  1  more than one 
Samuel Brown  0  0 0 
Honeyhall Place  1  1 1 
Netherhouse  1  1 1 
Rose Cawes  1 1 1 
Randalls  3  2 more than one 
Thorne Place 1 1 1 
Elizabeth CurIe, Pytt Place  1  1 1 
William Davies, Pytt Place  1 1 1
Spolepittshole 0  1 0
John Gilbert  1  1 1 
Marsh Place  1 1 1 
Pay Place  2  1 1 
Combe 0  1 1 
Cocks als. Fyshersbridge  1  1 1 
Leape Place  0  2 1 
Cashyde  1 1 1 
Richard Lee  1  0 1 
Luckes  1  1 1 
Kembers Green  1  1 1 
Dyrtshod  1  1 1
William Smith 0 0 0
Elizabeth Smith  0  0 0
Combe a1s. Eastcombe 1  1  1 1 
Combe cottage  0  0 0 
Gervies  2  1 1 
Combe Place  1  1 1
 Besehey  1  1 1 
Church House  1  1 1 
Richard Lee’s shop  0 0 0
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The Swainston section of the Survey Map, as reconstructed by C.D. Webster.  Numbers refer to the 
tenancies listed in Table 1.
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The Brighston section of the Survey Map, as reconstructed by C.D. Webster.  Numbers refer to the 
tenancies listed in Table 1.
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Footnotes

 1. Held at the Isle of Wight County Record Office, Newport
 2. Arthur Searle, (ed.), Barrington family Papers 1628-1632,
  Camden Fourth Series, 28. (Royal Historical Society 1983), 13
 3. Taken from Harrison’s details of expenses, IWCRO, Barrington papers
 4. See Table 1
 5. Survey book, ‘a little barn at Clapping bread’ ; a barn was listed at Salisbury and Brandpitt, both 

in Swainston but no size was given.
 6. Richard Champion held Swainston manor house and the manor house at Brighstone, Berrybarn. 
 7. John Rookley, Heberdens had the only entry for a loft over the skilling.
 8. Thomas Tusser, Five Hundred Points of Good Husbandry , Oxford University Press, 1984, p 57
 9. Cecil Aspina1l-Oglander, Nunwell Symphony, 1945, p99 
 10. IWCRQ, Swainston Estate Box 58, 1631 number 33 
 11. Grace Elcock, Scrivens, 1 acre pasture close, 21s(£1.05); David Gawpen, a close of pasture, a piece 

of pasture 20s (£1.00), a piece of pasture ‘the Pitt’ 21s (£1.05), all less than an acre; Elizabeth Powell, 
1 acre pasture close, 20s (£1.00); John Hacklett, Sheepwash 1 acre pasture close 20s (£1.00). 

 12. There were five closes of less than one acre, not included in these figures.
 13. IWCRO, Jerome
 14. IWCRO, Swainston Estate Box 58, number 28
 15. See section of survey map reconstructed by C. D. Webster
 16. ‘The juxtaposition of heath and tree-land was common in Anglo-Saxon England.’
  Rackham, op. citp 289.
 17. Helge Kokeritz, The Placenames of the Isle of Wight, Uppsala 1940, p 156
 18. IWCRO Swainston Estate Box 58, number 27
 19. ibid
 20. Tenants’ acreage includes 185 acres in Elmsworth. Twelve acreages of less than
  one acre are not included.
 21. J. D. Jones,’The Isle of Wight 1558 -1642’, University of Southampton 1979, p 61
 22. This is reinforced in a letter from Sir William Meux to Lady Judith Barrington, January 1634 

advocating sending timber to the mainland because it would be cheaper to transport. Quoted J. 
D. Jones,’The Building of a fort at Sandown, Isle of Wight, 1632-1636’ Proc. Isle Wight nat. 
Hist. archaeol. Soc. 6 part 3(1968) 186 

 23. IWCRO Swainston, Box 58, number No 20
 24. J. D. Jones, op. cit., 1979, pp 204 –216
 25. IWCRO, Swainston, Box 58, number 28
 26. A legal monetary promise which could be claimed if the agreement was broken. 
 27. Swainston, Box 58, number 28
 28. ibid. May 1630, number 20; October 1630, number 46 
 29. Jones, op. cit. 1979, pp 14- 15
 30. Roods and perches are not included in the acreage totals
 31. Longmead may also have been a common meadow. It is included in Elizabeth Smith’s
  and William Warder’s lands.
 32. This running meadow is entered under Anne Champion’s property, John was presumably a family 

member. See Rackham op. cit. pp 337-8 for examples of allocation of shared meadows. 
 33. The jury verdict at the manor court in September could not declare whether the Barringtons or Sir 

Benjamin Tichbourne was the landowner -’both these knights lands hath been in the occupation 
of one Tenant these many years together’ and the true ownership was lost. 

 34. Kokeritz op. cit. p30
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