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NOTABLE MOTHS RECORDED IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT DURING 2002

Sam Knill-Jones

Nationally it was one of the warmest but wettest years since records began, although it was not quite 
as wet as 2000. At Freshwater the wettest month was November with 305.3mm rainfall compared to 
the average of 97.35mm. This was the wettest November since records began in 1910 and there was 
only one day without rain. April was the warmest and sunniest month since 1990 and was also the 
driest month with 35.1 mm rainfall. September was also an exceptionally sunny and warm month 
although the wettest day of the year was in September 9th with 43.2mm rainfall. December was also a 
very wet month and there was a trace of snow which happened to be the only snow of the year. There 
were 124 days without rain.
 The first moth of note was a very early Double-striped Pug (Gymnoscelis rufifasciata (Haw.)) 
recorded at Freshwater on January 5th and a very late one flew into my kitchen on December 29th. I have 
now observed this species in every month of the year and assume that it is now continually brooded 
in the South.
 Peter Cramp found an example of the pyralid, the Mediterranean Flour Moth (Ephestia 
kuehniella (Zell.)) indoors at Ventnor on Febraury 14th. This had obviously emerged from a packet of 
flour which he had bought and is the first record since it was found to be common in bakehouses in 
Shanklin in 1922.
 On March 28th James Halsey captured a Striped Hawk (Hyles livornica (Esp.)) at Bonchurch 
and a second was recorded by Brian Warne at Binstead on May 30th.
 On May 19th Brian Warne recorded a suspected immigrant Flame Wainscot (Senta flammea 
(Curtis)) in his garden at Binstead. There are only two other records for the Island of this species, both 
found at Shanklin in 1971 and 1975.
 On June 9th I recorded the first recent example of the micromoth Bryotropha terrella (D&S) 
at Freshwater and Dr David biggs found an adult of Phaulernis fulviguttella (Zell.) at Godshill on 
the same day. This species is mentioned in Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland Vol 3. 
as having occurred on the Island but this is the only confirmed record. On June 15th I recorded the 
thirteenth British record of the plume Oxyptilus laetus (Zell.) at Freshwater which is new to the Isle 
of Wight. My thanks go to Brian Elliott and Colin Hart for identification and confirmation that it was 
this species. On June 29th James Halsey found only the second record of a migrant Olive Crescent 
(Trisateles emortualis (D&S)) at Bonchurch. The only other record was at Ventnor in July 1939 my 
day by C H Simmonds. On June 27th I recorded the plume Ovendenia lienigianus (Zell.) which was 
identified by Brian Elliott. I found this species quite commonly up to the beginning of September. 
However I discovered an earlierr example from my records dated July 17th 1999. This moth is new to 
the Isle of Wight. The larve feeds on mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris).
 On July 25th I recorded the Maple Pug (Eupithecia inturbata (Hun.)) at Freshwater. This species 
was first recorded at Bonchurch on August 2nd 1987 and is the first time that it has been observed in 
the west Wight. On July 26th I recorded the micromoth Recurvaria leucatella (Clerk.) at Cranmore 
which is new to the Island.
 On August 6th James Halsey recorded the Ni Moth (Trichoplusia ni (Hubn.)) at Bonchurch and 
on August 8th Dave Woodlridge noted the very rare migrant, the Dusky Hook-tip (Drepana curvatula) 
(Borkh.)) at the Causeway, Freshwater. Whist he was getting a box he failed to find it on his return to 
the trap but he was certain of its identification. Two others were captured in Kent two weeks previously 
which adds weight to the fact that this was a migrant. Less than twenty have been recorded in the 
British Isles. An adult Tachystola acroxantha was found by Dr David Biggs at Gurnard on August 
11th. It was identified by Jim Cheverton and confirmed by Dr John Langmaid. Known in Britain until 
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recently only in South Devon, this species appears to have extended its range dramatically and this is 
the first record for the Isle of Wight. A mine of the micromoth Phyllocnistis xenia (Hering) was found 
on poplar (Popular alba) by Bill Shepard at St. Helens, Duver on August 17th. It was identified by Dr 
David Biggs and confirmed by Dr John Langmaid and is new to the Isle of Wight. On August 26th I 
noted the first recent record of the Triple-spotted Clay (Xestia ditrapezium (D&S)) at Freshwater.
 On September 4th Dave Wooldridge captured a female Blair’s Mocha (Cyclophora puppillaria 
(Hubn.)) which deposited about a dozen eggs. I successfully reared three examples of this rare migrant 
which emerged in October. On September 13th Brian Warne recorded a Clouded Magpie (Calospilos 
sylvata (Scop.)) which was probably a migrant example as there is no evidence of a second brood in 
this country.
 On October 2nd Robin Ringer found a fully grown larva, which was about to pupate, of the 
Convolvulus Hawk-moth (Agrius convulvuli (Linn.)), at Newchurch it is quite a rare occurrence to 
find this species at this stage in the wild in this country. An adult was found at Binstead on September 
3rd. There were three records of the Flame Broccade (Trigonophora flammea (Esper.)) during October. 
On October 10th James Halsey found one in the public conveniences on Bonchurch sea-front and he 
recorded a further one in his garden at Bonchurch on the following night. Reg Bell observed a third 
example at Ventnor a few days later.
 The following examples of out of season late broods were observed in the species listed below:

Buff Ermine (Spilosoma luteum (Linn.)) September 26th Freshwater
The Flame (Axylia putris (Linn.)) September 27th Freshwater
Southern Wainscot (Mythimna straminea (Treis.)) October 1st Freshwater 
Knot Grass (Acronicta rumicis (Linn.)) October 6th Freshwater
Currant Pug (Eupithecia assimilata (Doubl.)) October 10th Freshwater
Single-dotted Wave (Idaea dimidiata (Hufn.)) October 11th Bonchurch

On a recent visit to the Isle of Wight, Barry Goater and Brian Elliott were looking through Brian Warners 
collection and noticed an example of the Red-headed Chestnut (Conistra euythrocephala (D&S)) placed 
amongst a series of the Beaded Chestnut (Agrochola lychnidis (D&S)). This was recorded ad light on 
October 3rd 2001 at Binstead and is the first to be recorded in the British Isles in the last hundred years.
 With one macromoth an three micromoths new to the Isle of Wight in 2002, it must be classed 
an an average year. There was also a micromoth to be added to the 1999 lists and a macromoth to the 
2001 list.
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