
Figure 4 
Soil profile and slope gradient taken downslope through survey site. 
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Summary 
The archaeological features detected on this site are set on a fertile and well-drained slope where easy access can 
be gained to water and woodland. Within 0.5km to the north, the Eastern Yar could offer riverine transport both 
upstream and downstream on the tide. Whilst the magnetometry plot suffers from noise, it offers sufficient 
evidence to suggest that this site has favoured human activity now lost to view. It appears that it may also have 
accommodated roundhouses but these await corroboration. 

Author: David Marshall on behalf of the members of the IWNHAS Archaeological Group. 

NOTE ON A PERFORATED PEBBLE MACE-HEAD FOUND AT HILL FARM, NEW CHURCH, 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

David Marshall & David Tomalin 

On an initial archaeological visit to Hill Farm, Newchurch, in March 2015, the geophysics team of the IWNHAS 
was shown a small collection of artefacts that had been collected from around the farm by the current and past 
owners. This location is 3km west ofSandown and the south-eastern coast of Wight (SZ 569854). Of particular 
interest was a Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age stone mace-head. This item measures 151 mm by 92 mm and 
weighs 580 grammes. It displays a weak 'hour-glass' perforation with an external diameter of 36mm. This 
reduces to 22mm at the centre of the perforation. The stone is not local and appears to have come from a 
metamorphic source. Its light grey texture has since been heavily discoloured by staining from the local 
ferruginous sands. It is thought that the previous owner found the mace within some 50 metres of the farmhouse 
but no other contextual information is known. This artefact shows no obvious signs of use. 

The Hill Farm find is best equated with Fiona Roe's general classification of pebble mace-heads (Roe 1968, 
146). These are not particularly well dated. Utilised pebbles with central 'hourglass' perforations first appear in 
Mesolithic contexts when circular disc-like specimens of hard fine-grained quartzite were generally favoured. 
Larger ovoid pebbles of the Hill Farm kind are less well documented, although in the late 19th century a broad 
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array of pebble maces was recognised and discussed by John Evans (1897 228-32, figs. 155-158). Some of these 
were noted to have a flatter underside, a feature that is evident in the Hill Farm example. In 1944, Gibson noted a 
few cushion-shaped mace-heads in the Thames Valley, in Yorkshire and in the highlands and islands of 
Scotland. All displayed cylindrical holes. These attest the use of a rotary abrasive boring technique that is 
notably superior to the workmanship we see at Hill Farm. 

From Aldebourne, Wiltshire, comes a crude oval mace-head composed of Group VI stone, a Cmnbrian 
volcanic tuff of the Lakeland. (Annable & Simpson 1964, 36; 85, fig. 21 ). Like the Hill Farm mace, its central 
perforation is of the hourglass type. This Wiltshire example is a product of the Langdale 'axe factory', an 
enterprise that was well underway before the close of the 4th millennium BC (Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 192). 
By the time carefully crafted mace-heads of ovoid, pestle and Maesmore types appear in Late Neolithic and 
Beaker contexts, the hourglass boring technique appears to have been generally superseded (Roe 1968, 168). 

It is unfortunate that, like so many, this interesting example of prehistoric stone technology cannot be linked 
to a datable context. Nevertheless, its arrival in the Isle of Wight implicitly links this island to a prehistoric 
exchange system that could exploit or manipulate maritime connections. This is confirmed by a number of 
imported stone axes found on the Isle of Wight. 
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