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Figure 1: Psathyrella ammophila. Figure 2: Sarcodon scabrosus (Bitter Tooth fungus). 

Figure 3: Mycoacia nothofagi (Fragrant Tooth). Figure 4: Hypocrea britdaniae. 

ANNUAL WEEKEND FUNGAL FORAY REPORT 2014: 
with notes on some invertebrate finds 

Alan R. Outen 

The 2014 Isle of Wight annual foray weekend was as always very well attended and productive. Participants 
included several members of the Hampshire Fungus Recording Group and one from the Herts and Beds Group. 
In the context of the 2014 Fungus season, the lists are impressive; fungi were surprisingly plentiful in number 
and diversity with many interesting species. In Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire we struggled 
throughout the season to get foray scores approaching anywhere near to this (though in most seasons we would 
normally expect totals in excess of 100 species on a full day foray). In Bedfordshire it was not until 2 November 
when the season really seemed to get underway with a total of 189 species at Sandy Lodge, and also not until 
late November and early December that we suddenly started to see many Russula and Lactarius species in Beds, 
Herts and Bucks. 



On Friday 3rd October, I went with David Biggs and Stephen Plummer to Rofford Marsh, Yarmouth. Here, 
on leaves of Sea Beet, we added Ramu/aria beticola as new to the Island list among twenty-two species of fungi 
noted. Other things of interest found here were Unaspis euonymi (Euonymus Scale Insect) on Euonymus 
europaeus, and the aphid Hyalopterus pruni on Phragmites. The aphid was identified by national aphid 
specialist Bob Dransfield. On Spartina x anglica here I also found the Delphacid Hopper Prokelisia 
marginata, a species originally from America. I understand there is one previous record of this from the Island 
but I ahso swept it in quantity from Spartina from the edge of the creek at Firestone Copse the following day. 
My identifications were confirmed by national specialist Tristan Bantock. 

Meanwhile members of the Hampshire Group had chosen to visit Borthwood Copse where Sue Rogerson 
found Athelia bombacina, Peniophorella pubera, Trechispora cohaerens and Hymenoscyphus epiphyllus, all 
new for the Island, and Alan Lucas added Trechispora stevensonii. 

Later that evening I went with Stephen Plummer to see what success the moth trappers were having below 
the battery at The Needles. I was delighted to see Beautiful Gothic Moth Leucochlaena oditis but among other 
invertebrates of interest were Western Conifer Shieldbug (Leptoglossus occidentalis), the beetles Calathus 
cinctus [Carabidae] and Tasgius ater [Staphylinidae] det. Mark Telfer, and large numbers of the snails 
Cochlicella acuta, and Candidula intersecta det. Peter Topley. A thriving colony of Petrobius maritimus (my 
identification confirmed by Matt Prince) was also noteworthy. 

Firestone Copse was the venue for the full day foray on Saturday 4 October. This is a regular foray site and 
as usual it was very rewarding with a total of 108 species recorded during the day, including six new for the 
Island of which three were toadstool species. Conocybe pilosella like others in this genus needs careful 
microscopy to separate it from similar looking species. Parasola hemerobia is one of several species formerly 
include in Coprinus. DNA studies over a decade ago demonstrated that species formerly in the genus Coprinus 
are not all related. Parasola species are typically rather small and lack any veil, so the cap is devoid of granules, 
scales etc. and they also only auto-digest rather weakly. Some consider P. hemerobia as a doubtful taxon, 
possibly only a form of P. auricoma, but I prefer to record them separately. Eric Janke identified the third 
toadstool addition, which was Russula anthracina, one of the blackening species in the section Compactae. The 
remaining additions were the Corticioids Crustomyces subabruptus, Mycoacia nothofagi, and Sistotrema 
sernanderi, all of which were identified by Alan Lucas. 

Other species of interest to participants for various reasons included Amanita phalloides (Deathcap ), 
Coprinopsis picacea (=Coprinus) (Magpie Toadstool), Fistulina hepatica (Beefsteak Fungus), Phellodon niger 
(Black Tooth Fungus), and Sparrasis crispa (Cauliflower Fungus). Of non-mycological interest David Biggs 
and I found larvae of the micro-moth Psychoides filicivora heaping the sori of both Phyllitis (Asplenium) 
scolopendrium and Dryopteris affinis. I was later able to rear two of these through to adults, these emerging in 
February and March 2015. 

On Sunday morning 5 October we visited Pucker's Copse, a new site and one that proved excellent. Of 127 
species recorded there were again additions to the list for the Island. Botryobasidium asperulum was recorded by 
Sue Rogerson, whilst I identified Septoria convolvuli on living leaves of Calystegia and the tiny cup-fungus 
Orbilia saraziniana on wet wood. In addition Hymenoscyphus epiphyllus, recorded as new by Sue Rogerson at 
Borthwood Copse two days previously, was found again this time by me and I also identified Russula 
anthracina, added as new to the Island by Eric Janke on 4 October at Firestone Copse. 

Other species seen and worthy of note were Asterophora lycoperdoides (Piggy-back Toadstools) on rotting 
Russula sp, Clitocybe odora (Aniseed Toadstool), Leratiomyces ceres (=Stropharia aurantiaca, Red-lead 
Roundhead) in the meadow outside the wood and the uncommon rust fungus Frommeel/a tormentillae on 
Potentilla reptans also outside the wood. 

My thanks to all those who participated in the foray for their interest, enthusiasm and collection, contributing 
to the lists. Thanks also to those others who have contributed identifications, in particular members of the 
Hampshire Fungus Recording Group and Dr David Biggs. 
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