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NOTABLE MOTH RECORDS ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT 2014
Iain Outlaw

Continuing the pattern started at the end of 2013, the first two months of 2014 were exceptionally wet with a succession
of weather systems coming in from the Atlantic, bringing high winds and persistent rainfall. With the Island receiving
between 200% and 300% of the average rainfall for those months it is hardly surprising that moth recording got off to a
slow start. Thankfully the weather improved with temperatures exceeding the 30 year average through to August and
providing favourable recording throughout the summer. Conditions became unsettled again from the start of October,
but as temperatures were still above average and with southerly winds dominating it proved to be a productive season for
immigrant species.

In fact 2014 proved to be another very good year. A record number of reports were received of over 52000 individuals
and 863 species. Those included 11 new VC records, over 200 new hectad records and nearly 2200 new tetrad records.

Of the 11 species new to the Island in 2014 two were macro moths and nine micro moths:

08.003 Incurvaria oehimanniella (Hiibner, 1796). Daytime observation of one at Firestone Copse, 19 May (John
Langmaid, David Biggs et al.)

18.007 Eidophasia messingiella (Fischer von Réslerstamm, 1840). Two to light at Shanklin, 24 June (lain Outlaw). An
interesting record, this species is local on waste ground with a few turning up elsewhere. In Hampshire rarely recorded
away from Milton Common, Portsmouth.

34.005 Cosmopterix zieglerella (Hiibner, [1810]). Vacated leaf mines were found in Hop (Humulus lupulus) at
Alverstone on 20 September (Phil Barden).

35.035 Chrysoesthia drurella (Fabricius, 1775). One to light at Freshwater, 08 June (Dave Cooke).

48.005 Tebenna micalis (Mann, 1857). One swept from Common Fleabane at Clamerkin Farm, 23 July (Steven
Plummer) and one to light Shanklin, 20 September (Iain Outlaw). A rare immigrant from Southern Europe, this species
turned up in reasonable numbers across the South in 2014.

49.202 Ancylis uncella ([Denis & Schiffermiiller], 1775). Field observation with photographs of one at Bouldnor
Copse, 25 May (Dave Cooke).

49.001 Olindia schumacherana (Fabricius, 1787). A total of four with singles at Shanklin on 10 June and 17 June (lain
Outlaw). One to light at Briddlesford Copse, 03 July (IO, James Halsey, Ian Merrifield) and the last at Shanklin, 15
September (10).

49.075 Acleris umbrana (Hiibner, [1799]). One to light at Mark's Corner, 07 November (Ian Merrifield). There were
several late autumn records along the south coast of England.

49.237 Epinotia signatana (Douglas, 1845). One to light at Tennyson Down, 25 June (Steven Plummer).

73.021 Scarce Silver Y (Syngrapha interrogationis) (Linnaeus, 1758). One at Totland, 25 July (Sam Knill-Jones).
00.000 Banded Pine Carpet (Pungeleria capreolaria) (Denis & Schiffermiiller, 1775). One at Freshwater, 07 June
(Dave Wooldridge). An extraordinary record and only the third for Britain following one on Guernsey in 2013 and one
in West Sussex on 18 May 2014. A fourth was taken two days later in Kent.

In 2013 a micro moth, Syncopacma vinella (Bankes, 1898), which thought to be extinct in the UK was rediscovered on
the Island. Additional surveys in 2014 found it to be present at two further sites. News of the rediscovery was then
formally reported in 2014 in the Entomologist’s Gazette (Beavan & Heckford 2014).

As well as those new species there were nine species with only one previous record on the Island:
07.003 Nemophora cupriacella (Hiibner, [1819]). Daytime observation of one at Ningwood Common, 23 July (Martin
Harvey) and one found at Walter’s Copse, 08 August (Steven Plummer).

35.037 Thiotricha subocellea (Stephens, 1834). A single at Bonchurch Landslip, 29 June (Rob Wilson) with the only
previous record from 1939 at Niton.
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35.161 Parachronistis albiceps (Zeller, 1839). Following the first VC10 record in 2013, one came to light at Walter’s
Copse, 22 June (Steven Plummer).

49.113 Commophila aeneana (Hiibner, [1800]). One was swept from a meadow at Newtown, 21 June (Steven Plummer).
49.307 Spotted Shoot Moth (Rhyacionia pinivorana) (Lienig & Zeller, 1846). Singles were taken at two locations in
Shanklin, 01 & 08 June (Iain Outlaw).

49.377 Pammene germmana (Hiibner, [1799]). Singles were taken at two locations in Shanklin, 25 May and 07 June
(Iain Outlaw).

63.046 Duponchelia fovealis (Zeller, 1847). An excellent record of this rare immigrant; one was taken at Bonchurch, 10
September (James Halsey).

63.072 Eudonia delunella (Stainton, 1849). The only previous record is from 1880 of one at Ventnor. This one came to
light at Hillis Gate, 05 July (Ian Merrifield)

73.268 Splendid Brocade (Lacanobia splendens) (Hiibner, [1808]). An excellent year for this species with six
recorded. The first at Shanklin 24 June (lain Outlaw) and another at Totland, 25 June (Sam Khnill-Jones). One at
Tennyson Down, 01 July (Julian Clarke), one at Totland on 07 July (SKJ), another at Shanklin, 19 July (I0) with the
last at Plaish, 25 July (Kevin Rylands).

A small sample of the many other noteworthy records:

52.003 Lunar Hornet Moth (Sesia bembeciformis) (Hiibner, [1806]). Another exciting find; one was seen and
photographed at Arreton Cross on 05 July (Tan Boyd).

62.033 Acrobasis tumidana ([Denis & Schiffermiiller], 1775). This is an uncommon immigrant from Europe. There are
only three previous records for VC10 so one at Bonchurch, 30 August was very welcome (James Halsey).

69.008 Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth (Hemaris tityus) (Linnaeus, 1758). An excellent find, this was the first to
be seen on the Island since 1950 and was found at Ningwood Common on 08 June (Cath and Ian Fletcher).

69.014 Bedstraw Hawk-moth (Hyles gallii) (Rottemburg, 1775). A larva was found in Ryde on 18 August (Steve
Luckett). The last confirmed breeding of this species was in 1859.

69.018 Silver-striped Hawk-moth (Hippotion celerio) (Linnaeus, 1758). One found resting on Lavender (Lavandula
sp.) in a Godshill garden on 18 November was subsequently identified from a photo (Jim Baldwin). This represents only
the fourth IW record of this species.

72.057 Plumed Fan-foot (Pechipogo plumigeralis) (Hiibner, [1825]). A rare immigrant from Europe with the first IW
records in 2013. Two more were recorded in 2014, both at Wheeler’s Bay, 20 & 25 July (Andy Butler).

72.070 Olive Crescent (Trisateles emortualis) ([Denis & Schiffermiiller], 1775). An impressive six records with the
first at Walter’s Copse, 22 June (Steven Plummer), a single at Afton Marsh, 26 June (Julian Clarke) then one at America
Wood (lain Outlaw) and one at Bonchurch (James Halsey), both 27 June. A single at Shanklin Upper Chine on 10 July
(I0) and the last at Bonchurch Landslip on 13 July (Rob Wilson). This suggests emortualis may now be resident on the
Island though no search for larvae has yet been undertaken.

72.072 Purple Marbled (Eublemma ostrina) (Hiibner, [1808]). One was found at Little Atherfield Farm, 14 November
(Dave Dana).

72.076 Clifden Nonpareil (Catocala fraxini) (Linnaeus, 1758). Five were recorded with two at Bonchurch, 01
September (James Halsey). One at Cranmore, 19 September (Nick Poulter). One at Totland, 27 September (Sam Knill-
Jones). One at Brook 29 September and 01 October (Diana Westerhoff, Richard Jones) and one at Freshwater, 01
October (Dave Wooldridge).

73.026 Silver Hook (Deltote uncula) (Clerck, 1759). One to light at Totland, 14 June (Sam Knill-Jones).

73.159 Small Clouded Brindle (dpamea unanimis) (Hiibner, [1813]). The first record since 1900 was of one at Afton
Marsh, 30 June (Julian Clarke).

73.227 Sombre Brocade (Dichonioxa tenebrosa) (Esper, 1789). Ten were taken at one site in Bonchurch with four in
September and six in October (James Halsey).

73.229 Flame Brocade (Trigonophora flammea) (Esper, 1785). There were three records of five individuals with two
at St. Catherine’s Point, 14 October (James Halsey, Elaine Rice, Iain Outlaw), one at Totland, 28 October (Sam Knill-
Jones) and two more at St. Catherine’s Point, 30 October (10).

That there were so many notable records is a testament to the great recording effort in 2014 and I am very grateful to all
involved. Technology has played an important part too and the excellent JOW Butterflies and Moths group on Facebook
has proved to be an excellent place for sharing information, news and photographs including many of the species
mentioned here. I would urge any IWNNHAS member not already involved to sign up and have a look at the group. [ have
also uploaded information regarding areas and species to be targeted with surveys in 2015. If anyone would like to get
involved then please get in touch.
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Narrow bordered bee hawk (Ian Fletcher).
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