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BATS (CHIROPTERA) - 2013 & 2014 

Colin R. Pope 

This paper covers two years as no annual bat report was published for 2013. Thirteen different bat species were recorded 
during 2013 and 2014. Several house roosts were monitored by householders. The Bat Hospital was, as usual, kept busy 
with many bat calls dealing with a range of species and circumstances and I am grateful to them for allowing me to use 
their records in this report. Izzy Cooper has kindly entered all of the Bat Hospital records into Mapmate. John 
Whitehurst has continued his detailed field study and data analysis of bats using Parkhurst Forest and its environs. Ian 
Davidson-Watts carried out some mist netting for Bechstein's Bats for the People's Trust for Endangered Species at 
Briddlesford in August 2013. 

The following bat species were recorded in 2013/14: 

Greater Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophusferrumequinum) 
The only record of this species was of a hibernating individual recorded from the Shide hibernaculum. One was seen on 
monitoring visits carried out on 19th January and 10th February 2013 and on 14th December 2014 (C&JP). Jon 
Whitehurst had a bat detector record from along the western edge of Parkhurst Forest on a single night in September 
2014. This could suggest that the Greater Horseshoe bat(s) which we know to roost in Carisbrooke Castle, forages in 
this area. 

Daubenton's Bat (A1yotis daubentonii) 
Although it is relatively straightforward to find Daubenton's Bats in suitable locations using bat detectors, there have 
only been three confirmed records over the past two years, these being from individuals received by the Bat Hospital. In 
2013, a female was found grounded at St Mary's Hospital on 16th September. In 2014, individual adult males were found 
grounded in Rew Lane, Wroxall on 9th April, and High Street, Cowes on 19th September. All were treated and 
subsequently released. 

Whiskered Bat (M mystacinus) 
The long established house roost at Pallance Road, Northwood produced a maximum count of 40 bats on 21st May in 
2013. However, in 2014, no bats returned to this roost site for the first time since 1985. Sheila Cooper says that it is just 
possible they came overnight in early May but, if so, they were present for just the one night. 

The Bat Hospital dealt with two Whiskered Bats in each of the two years. In 2013, a female was grounded in a shop 
frontage in Union Street, Ryde on 16th September and another found with a broken wing on a bus in Newport on 25th 

September. In 2014, a male was grounded at Medina Park, Whippingham on 14 th July, and another male was grounded at 
Elm Close, Freshwater on 19th September. 

Natterer's Bat (M nattereri) 
Although not a rare bat, there are never many records of this species in a year unless determined mist netting is carried 
out. Single individuals were seen hibernating in crevices at Shide hibernaculum during monitoring visits carried out on 
10th February 2013 and 14th December 2014. The Bat Hospital treated two individuals. A male had been attacked by a 
cat at Comforts Farm, Wroxall on 22nd August 2013 and subsequently died; a juvenile male was grounded at Moorhills, 
Godshill on 12th July 2014 and subsequently released. 

Bechstein's Bat (M bechsteinii) 
Ian Davidson-Watts carried out mist netting in Six Acre Copse, Briddlesford on 3rd August 2013, catching four females 
of which three were radio tagged. The following night, a radio tagged individual returned to its tree roost in Stockers 
Hole Copse, from which a maximum of 48 individuals were counted out the following evening. The roost was in a 
woodpecker hole in an ash tree and was the same roost site as that located in 2003. 

The Bat Hospital saw no Bechstein's Bats in 2013 but received three in 2014. On 3rd June, an adult male was 
grounded at Ningwood Hill; on 25th June a baby was grounded at Allendale Riding Stables, Godshill; and on 15th 

December, an adult female was grounded at Whitwell. 
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Noctule (Nyctalus noctula) 
The maximum count from the Havenstreet Station Cottage house roost was 51 on 8th June 2013 but only 25 on 6th June 
2014 (JL). 

Graham Street was called to Appley Park, Ryde on 11 th July 2013 when 5 were found in a cavity of a poplar tree 
which was being felled. Sadly, there have been several instances over the years ofNoctule tree roosts being disturbed by 
tree felling in Appley Park. The bats were kept safe and released in the evening and an artificial tree roost was attached 
to an adjacent standing poplar tree. 

Two were found beneath the bark of a dead elm tree due to be felled at Fort Victoria on 1 st May 2014 by the ranger 
Nick Webb. 

Serotine (Eptesicus serotinus) 
The maximum count was 27 on 8th June 2013 and a similar number on 29th June 2014 from Havenstreet Station Cottage 
(JL). A maximum of 40 individuals were counted out from a regularly monitored house roost at Adgestone on 1 st June 
2013. 

A 'new' house roost was found at Billingham Manor in July 2013. 

Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus IP. pygmaeus) 
The maximum roost count (P. pipistrellus) was 95 bats counted on 27th June 2013 at a regularly monitored house roost 
in Hamstead Drive. 

The Bat Hospital treated 48 Pipistrelles (of both species) in 2013 and 74 in 2014. 

Brown Long-eared Bat (Plecotus auritus) 
The Bat Hospital treated very few bats of this species: just one individual in 2013 an' two in 2014. 

Grey Long-eared Bat (P. austriacus) 
The Island is a stronghold for this nationally endangered species. fu 2013, a grounded male was found at Freshwater 
Fruit Farm on 21 st April. A grounded bat was taken to the Bat Hospital in October 2013 and, following its release, a 
roost site was located at Fullingmills Farm, Calbourne. DNA analysis of bat droppings from an open-fronted barn at 
East Afton Farm collected in November 2013 confirmed the presence of Grey Long-eared bats. The barn was proposed 
for conversion to holiday use and in 2014, emergence surveys in June, July and August were carried out by Erica 
Dahlberg. She counted a maximum of six bats on 3 rd July. 

fu 2014, a remarkable total of nine individual grounded bats were dealt with by the Bat Hospital, far more than any 
Brown long-eared Bats. These were a female at Ventnor on 7th January; another in Ventnor on 7th March; a male at 
Rookley on 26th March; a male at Landguard Manor, Shanklin on 22nd May; a female at Rylstone Manor, Shanklin on 
22nd July; a male at Arreton School on 15th September; a female at Quarr Abbey on 16th September; a male at Osborne 
House on 2nd October; and finally a female at Pyle Street, Newport on 2nd November (GS). 

Barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus) 
None were reported to the Bat Hospital in 2013 but there were three in 2013, all females. On 28th April, one was found 
grounded at Wroxall; on 3rd June, one was grounded at Augusta Road, Ryde; and on 30th August, one was found at 
Wellow. 
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