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FLOWERING PLANTS AND FERNS - 2014
Colin R. Pope
With a Supplementary Note on Brambles by David E. Allen

It is remarkable how a well botanised county such as the Island continues to produce new and interesting plant records.
Perhaps the most exciting find made this year was the rediscovery of Small Water-pepper on the marshes behind Culver
Parade at Sandown. Small Water-pepper was recorded not infrequently in the flood plain marshes around Sandown by
Victorian botanists but there have been no records since 1858. The species is classified as “vulnerable’ in the GB Red List
of plants.

Also of great interest, was the discovery of Mossy Stonecrop and Wall Bedstraw, both tiny plants growing in rather
scruffy places. These are nationally rare native species but their distribution has been blurred by increasing numbers of
records arising from accidental introductions and both species appear to be on the increase. Although both were recorded
for the first time from the Island in 2014, it is likely that we will be finding them increasingly in the future.

Many other interesting records were made in 2014 and the list below covers the principal highlights. I am grateful to
everyone who submits their records; all of them are valuable and all records have been stored, whether reported here or
not, and submitted to the BSBI Particularly valuable at the moment are the species lists which are contributing towards
the BSBI's Atlas 2020 project to publish updated national distribution maps for all species.

Abbreviations used at the start of the accounts are an attempt to establish the status of the records, namely: N. Native; C.
Casual Alien; and E. Established Alien.

Marsh Fern (Thelypteris palustris)
N. Two patches in wet woodland at the foot of Newchurch Lynch in a clearing created by a fallen tree SZ564857, CRP.
This is a previously unrecorded site bringing the number of extant Island sites for this uncommon fern to just three.

Few-flowered Fumitory (Fumaria vaillantii)

C. Ten plants seen growing in a nursery at Niton SZ509767, PS. This brings the number of post 2000 records of this
plant, all made by Paul Stanley, to three. Few-flowered Fumitory is classified as Endangered in the recently published
English Red list.

Marvel-of-Peru (Mirabilis jalapa)
C. One large plant east of Monk’s Bay, Ventnor, growing out of a wall SZ579805, AB. This plant had clearly survived
the previous winter and, although commonly cultivated, this is the first record outside of gardens.

White Pigweed (Admaranthus albus)
C. About 8 plants growing in a gutter at Hunnyhill, Newport SZ495894, PS, conf. E.J. Clement. This is a rarely recorded
casual and the second post-2000 record.

New Zealand Spinach (Tetragonia tetragonioides)

C. This is becoming a regular feature, albeit in small quantity, on sandy beaches in East Wight. Apart from the plants
continuing to grow on Appley beach, a single plant was seen on the strandline at Forelands SZ658876, CRP; and plants
were noted growing in blown sand at the base of the War Memorial at Sandown Esplanade SZ600842, K&AM. There are
very few records of this plant nationally away from the Channel Islands where is has become widespread around the
coasts.

Common Purslane (Portulaca oleracea)

E. Now well established in sunny, south facing scree slopes at Ventnor Botanic Gardens, where it is tolerated as a benign
weed, SZ545769, CRP. About 40 plants between paving stones in Brighstone SZ425828, PS. Common Purslane is a
succulent annual and pot herb in the Mediterranean and Middle East but it has always been considered to be too tender to
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overwinter in the country. However, in recent years it has become established in a number of warm spots along the south
coast of England.

Night-flowered Catchfly (Silene noctiflora)
N. A single flowering plant growing in a weedy sandy field at Newchurch SZ562853, CRP. This is the first record for this
nationally vulnerable arable plant in the East Wight for over fifty years. Elsewhere, it has been recorded from a number of
arable fields, mostly on chalk, in West Wight.

Small Water-pepper (Persicaria minor)

N. Two plants found in early November in fruit growing on open, muddy ground by a ditch at Sandown Levels SZ608852
GNT, confirmed John Akeroyd. This is the first confirmed Island record since 1858. On 23™ September 1847, Bromfield
recorded Small Water-pepper ‘in very great profusion in little drains intersecting the meadows’ from Morton Brook at
Sandown to ‘ditches up to Lake and Blackpan Commons’ (Bromfield 1856). Subsequently, Alexander More collected
material from ‘Sandown marshes’ in September 1858.

Sandown marshes are frequently difficult to localise because Sandown has marshland to the north east, north,
northwest and west. Different areas of the floodplain have variously been described as Sandown Levels, Sandown
marshes, Lake Common, Morton Brook and Blackpan. However, from the descriptions of both Bromfield and More, it is
clear that the areas where they were collecting their specimens of Small Water Pepper were further upstream than
Sandown Levels behind Culver Parade. However, they probably didn’t look here and it is very likely that the plant grew
here in Victorian and Edwardian times. Around 2000, Sandown Levels was used as a storage and construction area for
pipes used to create Southern Water’s long sea outfall into Sandown Bay. Following the works, some ditch reinstatement
was carried out and several shallow scrapes constructed to enhance the wildlife interest of the site. It is likely that soil
disturbance at this time reinvigorated the seedbank and may have allowed Small Water-pepper to re-appear. Surveys in
2015 will help inform whether or not there is a sustainable population of the plant on this site.

Yellow Bird’s-nest (Hypopitys monotropa)
N. A few plants found beneath Holm Oak in new St Boniface church, Bonchurch SZ576781, PS. There are nineteenth
century records of Yellow Bird’s-nest from Bonchurch Landslip but there are no other more recent records from this area.

Spring Sowbread (Cyclamen repandum)
C. A few plants flowering behind houses at Steephill, SZ551775, PS. This is the first Island record outside of gardens.

Mossy Stonecrop (Crassula tillaea)

C. Four plants found growing in very short, parched turf at the edge of a parking bay used by lorries at Morrison’s
supermarket in Lake SZ579833, PS. The first Island record. This tiny annual has a distinctive reddish colour to the
succulent stems and leaves. Mossy Stonecrop was a rare native plant but it has increased considerably in recent years in
central southern England, East Anglia, western Cornwall and around the Moray Firth, always in scruffy, bare places. Our
plants were doubtless brought on the wheels of delivery lorries and it remains to be seen whether or not the plant will
become established.

Pirri-pirri-burr (Acaena novae-zelandiae)

E. A few plants found growing on a roadside verge at Forelands SZ656875, PS. This is only the second Island record for
this alien species. The hooked seeds attach readily to passing animals and clothing and this plant can become highly
invasive.

Slender Tare (Vicia parviflora)

N. Discovered growing by the Military Road at Compton on the verge just east of Afton Down chalkpit SZ368854, PS.
This is a previously unrecorded site for this nationally vulnerable plant known otherwise from three post-2000 sites in the
East Wight.

Spring Vetch (Vicia lathyroides)

N. A small population was discovered in clifftop grassland just south of the Viewpoint carpark at Blackgang SZ489766,
PS. This is a previously unrecorded site for a locally rare plant known otherwise from just two post-2000 sites.
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Tubular Water-dropwort (Oenanthe fisulosa)

N. Discovered in marshland to the northeast of Sandown Waterworks, SZ592852, GNT, where it was frequent around a
pond. This a scarce Island plant confined to a few spots in the Eastern Yar. It was last recorded from marshes in the
vicinity of Sandown waterworks by Bill Shepard in 1971.

Comfrey hybrids

E. Paul Stanley discovered two hybrid comfreys at Salisbury Gardens, Ventnor, SZ566774. These proved to be
Symphytum caucasicum x S. uplandicum; and Symphytum caucasicum x S. uplandicum x S. orientale, PS conf. B.Leaney.
Both of these rarely recorded hybrids must have arisen spontaneously from established comfrey species growing in the
close vicinity.

Common Calamint (Clinopodium ascendens)
N. Found growing in ‘Castle Gardens’ field, Froglands farm, Carisbrooke SZ487876, SB.

Small Toadflax (Chaenorhinum minus)
N. Found growing commonly in the disturbed ground of fruit and flower beds at St Dominic’s Priory, Carisbrooke
SZ501877, SB.

Field Cow-wheat (Melampyrum arvense)
N. Tony Stoneley has continued to monitor the plant at the Wildlife Trust reserve at St Lawrence. This year, the
maximum count of plants was 803 on 30" June, fewer than last year. Nevertheless, there have been more than 500

flowering plants at this site every year from 2011 onwards, which is a welcome improvement from the very low counts
from 2002 to 2010.

Knapweed Broomrape (Orobanche elatior)

N. Two plants found growing on Greater Knapweed at the foot of Luccombe Down SZ567797, RW. This follows the first
discovery of this species as an Island plant around 2000 at Chillerton Down. It may be surviving undetected at other sites
on the chalk, for Knapweed Broomrape is a frequent species in suitable sites in central Southern England.

Carrot Broomrape (Orobanche minor var. maritima)

N. Found growing on the cliffs just east of St Catherine’s Point in 2013, but not reported until 2014, SZ501753, IR, conf.
Fred Rumsey. There are very few confirmed records of this coastal species although it may be overlooked. A specimen or
good photograph is necessary to confirm any potential record. Carrot Broomrape has a south-western distribution in this
country.

Bear’s-breech (Acanthus mollis)
E. Two well-established plants at the foot of Grange Chine in the vicinity of caravans S7422819, CRP.

Adriatic Bellflower (Campanula garganica)
E. Growing on the top of a wall at The Pitts, Bonchurch SZ576783, PS. This is the second Island record of this escaped
species, following its discovery at Norris Castle farm in 2011.

Wall Bedstraw (Galium parisiense)

C. A few plants of this tiny annual were found growing in cracks in paving and in a garden at St Luke’s Close,
Bembridge SZ649878, PS. First Island record. This plant is considered to be a rare native growing on walls and sandy
banks in scattered localities in East Anglia and Southeast England. However, it is being increasingly recorded as a casual
species in southern England.

Rough Hawk’s-beard (Crepis biennis)

N. Two plants growing on roadside verge of Lower Adgestone Road, below Brading Down SZ601864, CRP. Not
previously recorded from this area. Most of the extant sites for Rough Hawk’s-beard are in the West Wight, particularly
west of the River Yar.
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Tall Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Pilosella praealta ssp. thaumasia)

E.? A few plants in the front garden of a house on The Mall, Carisbrooke SZ489883, PS. If this is a legitimate record as
an alien species then it will be the first Island record. Currently, there are very few national records of this garden escapee
as a naturalised species.

A Hawkweed (Hieracium umbellatum)
N. Scattered individuals in heathland on the top of Ventnor Downs, SZ575788, mo. Despite being a well botanised site,
the only previous record from here was by A.G. More in 1858.

Fleabane hybrid (Conyza floribunda (bilbaoana) x Erigeron acer)
C. Paul Stanley found two plants of the rarely recorded hybrid between Bilbao Fleabane (Conyza floribunda) and Blue
Fleabane (Erigeron acer) with both parents on St George’s Down, SZ513869, PS. This is the first Island record of this
hybrid between a native and a recently introduced, invasive species.

Sticky Groundsel (Senecio viscosus)
C. Three plants growing on waste ground at Whippingham SZ506943, PS. There are now five post-2000 Island records
for Sticky Groundsel.

Butterbur (Petasites hybridus)

E. Despite receiving occasional reports of Butterbur from time to time, we have always been confident in saying that this
is not an Island species. Now, a well-established clump has been reported by the River Medina between Blackwater and
Shide SZ502876, RW. These are male plants and they have clearly been here for several years. It is likely that the plant
was either intentionally or accidentally introduced at the time that Southern Water were carrying out river restoration
works in the close vicinity about ten years ago.

Water Soldier (Stratiotes aloides)
E. Well established in Chapel Furlong pond, Brook SZ394838, DD. It was introduced here about four years previously
and is now dominant across the pond.

Galingale (Cyperus longus)

N. A single flowering stem was found in October at the pond by Castlehaven Lane, Niton SZ502754, AB. This is a long
known site for this nationally threatened native species, first recorded by Bromfield in 1839. The site was described as
Castle Mead, and light grazing was important in maintaining the right conditions. Over the last 180 years there have been
periods when the site was open to grazing and periods when it was fenced off to secure the Galingale. In 1984, it survived
in reasonable quantity but the population declined and by the late 1990s, only a few plants survived. The last time any
plants were found here was in 2000, so it is good news that the plant continues to persist at this historic site, albeit by the
skin of its teeth!

Hybrid Sedge Carex x pseudoaxillaris (C. otrubae x remota)
N. One clump in the north marsh, Freshwater Marshes SZ343867, PS. This is the third post-2000 Island site.

Hybrid grass x Schedonorus (Festulolium) loliaceum (Festuca pratensis x Lolium perenne)
N. Recorded from Court Mead, Clatterford SZ482875, SB.

Hybrid grass x Schedonorus (Festulolium) holmbergii (Festuca arundinacea x Lolium perenne)
N. Found growing at the rear of Shalfleet churchyard SZ413892, PS.

Lesser Quaking Grass (Briza minor)

N. In a field at Quarr Abbey estate SZ559927, SB. This is a welcome rediscovery. Bromfield first recorded Lesser
Quaking Grass from the arable fields between Quarr Abbey and Fishbourne in 1836 and it has been recorded sporadically
from here ever since. In 1972 it was frequent but Bill Shepard could only find a few plants in 1996 and it has been
searched for in vain since then until now.
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Nit-grass (Gastridium ventricosum)

C. About 10 plants growing on waste ground by new technology plant, East Cowes SZ514939 PS. 12 plants on roadside
bank at Lushington Hill, Wootton SZ537919 PS & EJC; it has not been recorded from the Wootton area since the
nineteenth century.

Loose Silky-bent (4pera spica-venti)
C. Four plants on roadside verge by building site at East Cowes SZ506940, PS. This is only the second post-2000 site for
this nationally threatened species.

Hybrid grass x Agropogon littoralis (Agrostis solonifera x Polypogon monspeliensis)
C. A single plant on a bank at Tesco supermarket SZ607904, PS. There are few records nationally for this hybrid grass;
mostly from urban sites in southern Hampshire, the Thames valley and around Leeds.

Star-of-Bethlehem (Ornithogalum umbellatum)
E.? In a field across from Orchard Bay, Steephill SZ545767, TS.

Wild Leek (Allium ampeloprasum var. babingtonii)
E. Found growing by a residential road north of Sibden Hill, Shanklin SZ569818 PS. First Island record.

Algerian Iris (Iris unguicularis)
E. Two clumps of this winter flowering iris established at the top of Wheelers Bay coastal slope SZ571776, DT. First
Island record outside of gardens.

Recorders

AB Andy Butler K& AM Keith & Anne Marston

CRP Colin Pope mo many observers (Botany Section)
DD Dave Dana PS Paul Stanley

DT Dave Trevan RW Rob Wilson

EJC Eric Clement SB Sue Blackwell

GNT Geoff Toone TS Tony Stoneley

IR Tan Ridett

Supplement: Isle of Wight Bramble (Rubus) Update
David E. Allen

Rubus watsonii Mills

This predominantly East Midlands species, discriminated and described only in 1949, has finally turmed out to be the
identity of an unfamiliar, robust, pink-flowered glandular bramble that I first came across on St Catherine’s Down back in
1988. On returning for a wider range of material of it some seasons later, I discovered there was considerably more than I
had noticed on that initial occasion. The flowering patch under tall bracken on the steep-sided easternmost path leading
off the down towards Downcourt Farm at SZ495780 is accompanied by a much larger, non-flowering one in the open
alongside the track north-west of the farm at SZ494779. Although there have since been three similarly isolated finds
elsewhere in the far south of England, in eastern Hampshire and west-central Sussex respectively, this is yet the
southernmost population known of this apparent British endemic.

Authors: C. R. Pope, colinpope@colinpope.plus.com
D. E. Allen, Lesney Cottage, Middle Road, Winchester, SO22 5EJ
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Mossy Stonecrop (Crassula tillaea) growing in short Common Purslane (Portulaca oleracea) growing
turf at Morrison’s supermarket, Lake (CRP). as a weed in Ventnor Botanic Gardens (CRP).
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Knapweed Broomrape (Orobanche elatior) growing at the foot of Luccombe Down,
the second Island site for this species (RW).
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Butterbur (Petasites hybridus) growing by the Carrot Broomrape (Orobanche minor var. minor)
River Medina at Shide (CRP). on cliffs east of St Catherine’s Point in 2013 (IR).
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