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ARTICLES ABOUT THE ISLE OF WIGHT THAT HA VE RECENTLY APPEARED IN OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS 

Evidence of the international importance of the Isle of Wight to natural history, archaeology, geology and related 
disciplines comes from papers appearing in mainland publications with larger print runs than Wight Studies, yet 
may not be encountered by members who do not have ready access to academic libraries. The following 
significant publications for 2014/15 have been identified but the list will necessarily be incomplete. Unless 
otherwise indicated, article abstracts (not the whole article) are available free on-line. 

The fauna and flora of the Insect Limestone (late Eocene), Isle of Wight 
Earth and Environmental Science Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Special double issue May 
2014. 
This double issue includes 9 articles and a preface, where Andrew Ross, the project coordinator, explains: 'The 
Insect Limestone of the Isle of Wight is remarkable for the exquisite preservation of insects and spiders. Over 
the past decade, a multi-national INTAS-funded project (International Association for the Promotion of 
Cooperation with Scientists from the new Independent States of the former Soviet Union) has enabled the 
thorough study of these fossils, and the results will be presented in two volumes. This is the first volume, 
comprising papers on the history and geology of the Insect Limestone and the fossil plants, molluscs, spiders, 
dragonflies, damselflies, bark-lice, thrips, caddis-flies, wasps, bees and ants that have been preserved within it'. 

Celebrating Dinosaur Island 
Biological Journal of the Linnean Society. Special issue November 2014. 
This issue results from an International Conference held in September 2013 on 'Lower Cretaceous fossil 
vertebrates, their palaeoenvironments and the history of research in the area'. Articles include: 'The Isle of 
Wight and its crucial role in the "invention" of dinosaurs', by H.S. Torrens, and 'Tracking Dinosaurs on the Isle 
of Wight: a review of tracks, sites and current research', by S. Pond et al. 

Discoveries based on DNA obtained from sediments recovered at Bouldnor Cliff, Isle of Wight 
Science February 2015 and British Archaeology May/June 2015. 
Analysis of DNA obtained from core samples of dated sediments from submerged living surfaces at Bouldnor 
Cliff have enabled the flora and fauna present at various times to be identified, including the earliest 
identification of wheat (possibly in the form of imported exotic foodstuff) in Britain, at the surprisingly early 
date of c.6000 BC, at least 2000 years before the arrival of wheat farming! 

Glanville fritillary butterfly 
Journal of Insect Conservation 2015. 
Two papers published by R.J. Curtis and colleagues: 'The effect of temperature and habitat quality on 
abundance of the Glanville fritillary on the Isle of Wight: implications for conservation management in a 
warming climate', and 'The rise and demise of the Glanville fritillary on the Isle of Wight'. 

The maritime archaeology of Alum Bay 
British Archaeological Reports, British Series, 608 (2014). 
Two shipwrecks on the north-west coast of the Isle of Wight, by J. Satchell and J. Whitewright. 

Social and economic effects of spatial distribution in island communities: Comparing the Isles of Scilly 
and Isle of Wight 
Journal of Marine and Island Cultures, June 2014. 
By analysing census statistics, a paper by A Grydeh0j and P. Hayward shows how, in social and economic 
terms, the Isles of Scilly benefit from tourism while the Isle of Wight suffers as a result of its different patterns 
of spatial distribution. The whole article is available online. 

A Royal Upstairs Downstairs on the Isle of Wight: Queen Victoria's Visit to 'The Orchard', Niton 
Undercliff 
Hampshire Studies 2014. 
An account by J. Powney and J. Mitchell of an 'indoor picnic' held by Queen Victoria in 1867 at 'The Orchard', 
Ni ton Undercliff, the unoccupied home of the Gordon family, with their permission but in secret, so that the 
Queen, mourning the loss of Albert 6 years earlier, should not be disturbed or seen. 




