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PYLE FARM, CHALE, ISLE OF WIGHT
ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD-WALKING PROJECT

Kevin Trott

Summary
The Archaeological Section of the Isle of Wight Natural History & Archaeological Society carried out 
a field-walking project to investigate the archaeological background of Pyle Farm, Chale (SZ 475 791) 
between the 21st – 28th Nov 1999 under the direction of Kevin Trott.

Introduction
The Archaeological Section undertook a collection programme of archaeological material from the 
surface of two fields situated to the south of Pyle Farm. 
Field 1 encompasses approximately 4 hectares on a west-facing slope. (Fig. 1)
Field 2 covers a relatively flat area of approximately 6 hectares adjacent to the Military Road (A3055). 
(Fig. 2)
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At the time of the survey the fields had been ploughed and lightly weathered allowing for adequate 
visibility of artefacts.  The fields were surveyed using a line walking technique of a 10m grid 
system, which resulted in approximately 374 collection units within Field 1, plus 544 collection 
units within Field 2.
Field 1 produced: a dense cluster of late Neolithic flintwork; early Bronze Age flintwork; later Medieval 
materials; plus Post-Medieval artefacts.
Field 2 contained: a concentration of worked flint; a small collection of Roman pottery sherds; later 
Medieval artefacts; plus Post-Medieval material.

Aims and objectives
The aim of this survey was to establish the archaeological background of Pyle Farm based upon 
material located within the cultivated fields around the farm.

Geological and topographical background
The solid geology of the site is located on Ferruginous Sands of the Lower Greensand Series laid down 
during the Cretaceous Period.
 Field 1 is situated on the western slope of the small sandstone downland ridge of Southdown. 
The eastern part of this field is bounded by a series of stone dwellings and Southdown Lane.  Its northern 
boundary abuts Pyle Diary and Atherfield Road.
 Field 2 is situated to the south of the downland ridge of Southdown.  A small cottage and 
Southdown Lane form the eastern boundary, whilst the Military Road lies along its southern edge.

Results
Mesolithic:
Field 2 produced three secondary production flakes. [Mesolithic finds have previously been found to 
the south of Field 2 at Whale Chine. (Basford, 1980, 96)]
 The hunter-gatherer communities of the post-glacial period (9,000-4,500BC) inhabited a still 
largely forested environment, wherein, for the earlier part of the period, the sea level remained lower 
than it is today.  However, by c.8,000BC the ice sheets had melted which directly affected changes in 
the material culture.  Furthermore there is an increase in known habitation sites dating from this period, 
suggesting an increase in population.

Neolithic:
Field 1 produced a cluster of flintwork concentrated mainly in the north-western sector of the field.
Field 2 also contained an assemblage of worked flint, which was centred along the northern boundary.  
The nature of this assemblage suggests the knapping of flint for production of tools for use within the 
environs of Whale Chine.
 This period (4,500-2,000BC) saw the advent of farming alongside the continuing clearance 
of post-glacial forests.

Bronze Age:
Field 1 contained a random scattering of flintwork.
Field 2 held a small portion of flintwork.
 Farming intensified during this period (2,000-700BC) as is suggested by the existence of 
field systems over wide-ranging areas.  Territories were increasingly linked with a more extensively 
hierarchical society, which possibly included a warrior elite. Both of these changes resulted in a 
more sedentary settlement system, with a greater attachment to the associated land. The first known 
metalworking took place at this time within the production of everyday items, e.g. knives, axes. However, 
flint was still employed for many items, e.g. arrowheads, scrapers, hence the finds during this survey.
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Iron Age:
No material of this date was found during this survey.

Roman:
Field 2 produced a pottery scatter. [Further finds have been collected from around Whale Chine to the 
south of this field. (Basford, 1980, 128)]
 This period (43-410AD) witnessed a reorganisation of the settlement system. The rise of non-
agrarian based professions continued, e.g. trading, administration. Known Romano-British sites are common 
on the Isle of Wight, their existence is possibly as a consequence of the increase in economic stability and 
in population growth on the Island.  Such activity is indicated at Pyle farm by the pottery scatter.

Anglo-Saxon:
No material of this date was found during this survey.
However, the area probably remained Romanised.

Medieval:
Field 1 contained a small assemblage of pottery.  The sherds were abraded, suggesting that both fields 
were cultivated during the 13th-15th centuries.
Field 2 held a similar assemblage.
 The Norman feudal organisation of the Island set a precedent for the whole of the Medieval 
period (1066-1530AD), including manorial centers based upon the open field system with nucleated 
villages or hamlets. The first documentary reference to Pyle dates to 1255 when Richard de La Pile 
dwelt there. By 1320 Walter ate Pyle was “living at the post or stake”, perhaps once used as a boundary 
mark, from the Old English pil. (Mills, 1966, 84)

Post-Medieval:
Field 1 produced an extensive assemblage of post-16th century material. The density of finds can easily 
be explained by the proximity of present cottages bordering the north and eastern sides of this field 
along Southdown Lane.
Field 2 held a small scatter of similar material, the existence of which being explained by the same 
cottages associated with Field 1.
 The artefacts from both fields suggest a continuance of cultivation since the 16th century.
The steady growth in the population, and wealth of this area from agriculture, owes much to its proximity 
to Newport and an improvement in communications.  A small selection of existing buildings at Pyle 
date to the middle of the 18th century and are named on “Andrew’s” map of 1769. The Medieval open 
field system was gradually enclosed, however, the area continued predominantly as a rural economy 
based largely on cereal production.
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The Finds
Field 1

Fig. 4 Field-walking data Field 1

Fig. 3 Field-walking data Field 1

Prehistoric Flintwork Medieval Pottery

Post-Medieval Pottery Glass

Clay Pipe Slate

CBM Coal
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Flint
Forty three pieces of worked flint and eight worked pieces of chert were recovered. Most of the flint 
work was found in the north-western area.
This collection of worked flint was made from small nodules of chalk and local gravel flint.

Cores
A total of four single platform prepared cores were identified in the assemblage recovered. The broad 
removal flaking scars are characteristic of a technique used in the late Neolithic.

Hammer stones
One small cortical hammer stone in local flint was obtained and a second broken fragment in chalk 
flint was also found

End scrapers
Three end scrapers were identified, all made from chalk flint. Two scrapers measured in length to 
40mm and in breadth between 30-35mm. The third scraper had a large part of its cortex present and 
was broken possibly during manufacturing.

Side scraper
Two side scrapers were identified with a preferred length of 30mm and 40mm. The width ranged 
from 20-35mm. The side scrapers display little cortex and show short lengths of retouch applied 
to both tools.

Worked Flakes
Five waste flakes displayed a small amount of retouch on each example. The function of these flakes 
as tools is uncertain.

Waste Flint
The remainder of the flint assemblage consisted of six pieces of debitage and nineteen waste flakes. 
This waste material is all associated with flint knapping activities.

Chert
Two chert cores and six flakes of poor quality chert were recovered.

Pottery
A total of 263 sherds of pottery were recovered. The assemblage contains sherds dating from the 
Medieval period through to the late Victorian period.

Medieval
Twelve Medieval coarse ware pottery sherds were recovered, all of 14th-15th century in date. The fabrics 
are a local type of quartz-tempered ware and a sandy quartz fabric.

Early Post-Medieval
A total of thirty pottery sherds of 16th –17th century date were collected.

The pottery consisted of: Early Post-Medieval red wares; buff-coloured Verwood wares; and 
a single rim sherd from a southern Somerset slipware dish. Two further sherds derived from imported 
Raeren and Frechen stoneware’s from Germany.
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Late Post-Medieval
The remainder of the pottery assemblage consisted of 221, 18th-19th century ceramics. The fabrics 
mainly consisted of: Hampshire red wares; Verwood wares; and Staffordshire refined earthenware’s. 
A small selection of sherds derived from the British kilns in Nottingham, London, and Aldershot and 
imported stonewares from Westerwald in Germany.

Clay Tobacco Pipes
Thirteen fragmented stems and bowl fragments were recovered.
The size of the stem fragments suggests an 18th century date for these examples. One stem fragment 
was stamped with the name of Richard Stephens. Richard was known as an apprentice to John Stephens 
who was manufacturing tobacco pipes in 1705-1751 on the present site of Currys in Newport (Trott 
2001, 49).

Glass
Forty-four fragments of 18th-19th century glass vessels were found. This collection consists of: wine 
bottles; beer bottles; and drinking glasses.

Ceramic Building Material (CBM)
A large assemblage of Post-Medieval brick, tile and drain fragments were retained This collection of 
building material is probably associated with the cottages and structures surrounding two sides of this 
field; the drain fragments are associated with ploughed land drains.

Bone and Shell
Two small fragments from an oyster shell and four pieces of animal bone were found.

Industrial
Seventeen industrial items were collected. These are fragments of coal and probably associated with 
the use of agricultural traction engines.
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Field 2

Fig. 6 Field-walking data Field 2

Fig. 5 Field-walking data Field 2

Prehistoric Flintwork Roman Pottery

Medieval Pottery Post-Medieval Pottery

Glass Clay Pipe

CBM Slate
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Flint
Forty pieces of worked flint and a single chert waste flake was collected. Most of the flint work was 
found in the northern area of the surveyed field.
The collection of worked flint was made from small nodules of chalk and local gravel flint.

Cores
A single core made from local pebble flint displayed three prepared platforms; two of which are at 
right angles to each other. This core displays characteristics of a late Neolithic type.

End Scrapers
Six end scrapers were identified, all made from chalk flint. The scrapers varied in breadth measurements 
of between 30-45mm and in length to 25-45mm. Four of the scrapers displayed large parts of their 
cortex adjacent to the working zone.

Side Scrapers
Two side scrapers produced from local gravel flint could be dated, based on their style, to the late 
Neolithic period. The scrapers measured a preferred length of between 30-40mm, with the width 
ranged from 20-30mm. The two implements displayed short lengths of retouch applied to both tools.

Notched Flake
A single notched flake of late Neolithic character measured 20mm in width and 35mm in length. Short 
lengths of retouch around the working edge accompanied the notch flake. This tool was produced on 
a flake that retained a large proportion of its cortex and was manufactured from a discarded piece of 
debitage.

Waste Flakes
Fifteen waste flakes had been recovered. This assemblage included three Mesolithic secondary 
production flakes, showing some signs of platform preparation. The remainder of the waste flake 
collection was probably late Neolithic or early Bronze Age in date.

Waste Flint
The remainder of the flint assemblage consisted of nine pieces of debitage. This waste material is all 
associated with flint knapping activities.

Chert
A single chert waste flake of local chert was recovered.

Pottery
A total of 72 sherds of pottery were recovered. The assemblage contained sherds dating from the Roman 
period through to the Victorian era.

Roman
Six Roman pottery fragments could be identified. The pottery sherds consisted of: three locally produced 
Vectis ware sherds; a sherd from a New Forest grey ware cooking pot; and a further New Forest fine 
ware beaker sherd. A large body sherd from a Southern Spanish olive oil carrying amphora Dressel 
20 was also recovered.

Medieval
Eleven Medieval courseware pottery sherds were recovered. These sherds consisted of quartz tempered 
and sandy tempered fabrics, all of 13th-15th century date.
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Early Post-Medieval
A total of fifteen pottery sherds of 16th-17th century date were collected. The pottery consisted of: 
Early post-Medieval red wares; Hampshire red wares; and a single handle from an imported Raeren 
cup from Germany.

Late Post-Medieval
The remainder of the pottery assemblage consisted of forty 18th-19th century ceramic fragments. The 
fabrics consisted of: Hampshire red wares; Verwood wares; Staffordshire refined earthenwares; and 
London stoneware.

Clay Tobacco Pipes
Ten fragmented stem pieces were collected. Two of the stems were dated to the 17th century, whilst the 
remainder probably date to the 18th century (based on the size and thickness of the stem fragments).

Glass
Fourteen fragments of late 18th-20th century glass vessel fragments were found. This collection consisted 
of: beer bottles; and drinking vessels.

Ceramic Building Material
A small collection of Post-Medieval brick, tile and drain fragments were collected. This collection 
of building material is probably associated with the two nearby cottages, which are situated to the 
north and eastern edges of the field along Southdown Lane. The drain fragments are associated with 
ploughed land drains.

Bone
A single sheep tooth was recovered from the surveyed field.

Conclusions
The flint assemblage found in Field 2 produced a few Mesolithic styled flakes; the remainder of the flint 
artefacts were probably late Neolithic or early Bronze Age in date. The flakes of Mesolithic character are 
indicative of the hunter-gather groups, who probably utilised the resources along the southwest coast of 
the Island. These scatters of Neolithic and Bronze Age flintwork could be assigned to either the settlement 
or tool production activities that were centred within the environs of Whale Chine.

The scatter of Roman ceramics in Field 2 could be related to a nearby settlement situated 
within the Chale area. Roman pottery sherds have been collected from the eroding sides of Whale Chine 
(Mew 1986, 50), which added to the Romano-British ceramics and metalwork collected from around 
Walpen Chine (John Winch, Dick Downs, pers. comm.), suggest that a Romano-British settlement 
could be centred within the Chale area.

The sherds of Medieval pottery recovered were all predominantly locally produced domestic 
wares of 13th-15th century date. This collection of pottery sherds is suggestive of manuring practices 
in which cart loads of discarded household rubbish was spread onto the fields.

The small collection of 16th century pottery sherds, and later 18th century material, also 
supports the fact that these fields were under cultivation, as the assemblage of archaeological material 
consisting of pottery, glass and building material is suggestive of manuring activities from either Pyle 
Manor Farm or the neighbouring cottages and buildings of the Hamlet of Pyle.
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