
CECIDOLOGY ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT 

D.T. Biggs 

Cecidology - the study of plant galls (from kekis, the Greek word for oak-apple) - has 
been neglected as much on the Isle of Wight as elsewhere in England this century. Not 
since E.W. Swanton (1938) published a list in the Proceedings has a systematic Island 
record been made. Only two accounts of new finds have been published since that time 
(Biggs 1977; Frazer 1984: 643). Reports of plant galls (galla in Latin, the word having the 
sense of a bile- or venom-induced swelling) as with other less familiar branches of natural 
history have depended on occasional visits by enthusiasts from other areas, although 
Frank Morey did contribute to Swanton's list. 

One of the problems contributing to this apparent lack of enthusiasm for the study of 
these interesting phenomena has been the dearth of literature in English on the subject 
over the past seventy years. The Dutch and Germans seem to have led the field and there 
has been only one book on the subject in English published since Swanton's own work in 
1912 (Darlington 1968). Partly to remedy this situation the British Plant Gall Society was 
formed in 1985 and has published a key to British plant galls (Stubbs 1986). It is hoped 
that records can be made in a systematic way based upon the classification of the 
gall-causer. 

I append a short list (Table 1) of galls found recently on the Island and not recorded by 
Swanton (1938). 
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