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MARINE MAMMAL REPORT  2004

Mike Cahill

There were a good number of sightings round the Island this year, but very many more off the Dorset 
coast between Swanage and Portland, where their sightings have increased. 
We had two reports of dead whales. A Fin Whale, Balaenoptera physalus, was seen floating in the 
Solent in August. This animal was towed and beached at Lee-on Solent by Coastguards. More Fin 
Whales have been reported in the English Channel in recent years and it has been suggested, that 
some may now be using this route during migration to or from their summer feeding grounds off the 
Norwegian coast. 
The other was stranded at Steephill Cove, Ventnor, in December, very decomposed and thought to be 
a Minke Whale, Balaenoptera acutorostrata. 
Other sightings included: Grey Seal, Halichoerus grypus, Common Seal, Phoca vitulina, Bottlenose 
Dolphin, Tursiops truncates and Harbour Porpoise, Phocoena phocoena.

A full list of sightings is attached in Table 1.
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