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NOTABLE MOTHS IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT DURING 2005 
 

Sam Knill-Jones 
 

Introduction 
The winter of 2004-5 was the driest in southern England since 1962-63. At Freshwater, February 
was the driest month of the year with 12.5mm rainfall. January was also dry with 53.1 mm rainfall 
and was the warmest since 1990. A little snow fell every night from Feb. 22nd to Feb. 28th and 
there was also snow on March 2nd, 4th and 5th. May was a warm month and May 27th was the 
hottest May day for sixty years in London with a temperature of 36°C. It was a warm summer with 
monthly rainfall totals being below the average. The wettest month of the year was October 
131.8mm. rainfall. November and December were much drier with sunshine totals well above av-
erage and the first frosts occurred on November 13th. At the time of writing the winter of 2005/06 
has been exceptionally dry in southern England with the reservoirs at very low levels. 
It was a nationally poor year for migrants although the Isle of Wight faired quite well with three 
species of macros new to the Island list. 
 
Account of Notable Moths 
The year started early when on January 19th, Colin Pope found an example of Bloxworth Snout 
(Hypena obsitalis)(Hb.)). hibernating in a cave in St Lawrence. A second example was found by 
Peter Cramp at Ventnor on August 5th. There have been several records of this species in the 
Ventnor area and it may be established there where the larva feeds on Pellitory-of-the-wall. On 
April 2nd I recorded a Barred Toothstripe (Trichopteryx polycommata)(D.&S)) at light at Totland 
and a larva was beaten from Wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare)in early May on West High Down. 
This species is new to the Island and probably occurs in small numbers on West High Down where 
there is an abundance of the foodplant. It has a nationally scarce status. 
 
There are two species of micromoths, which have been recorded in previous years which are new 
to the Island. 
 
Pseudatemelia josephine (Toll.) 
I recorded two specimens of the above species at Totland on May 24th and 2nd June 2005. How-
ever 1 had previously recorded it at Parkhurst when I recorded two examples on July 8th 1999. All 
the specimens were identified at the relevant years of the British Entomological and Natural His-
tory Society Annual Exhibitions. 
 
Eucosma conterminana (Guenee) 
At the 2005 Annual exhibition of the British Entomolgical and Natural History Society an example 
of the above species recorded at Totland on July 26th 2004 was identified. The larva feeds on 
Prickly Lettuce (Lactuca serriola) and was first recorded in Hampshire at Itchen Valley in 1976. 
 
Two further macromoths, new to the Island, were recorded by James Halsey at Bonchurch in 
2005.    
 
Rest Harrow (Aplasta ononaris)(Fuelsl.)  
August 17th. This species is resident in south east England but this example was undoubtedly a 
migrant. 
 
Clancy's Rustic (Platyperigea kadenii) 
Was also recorded for the first time on the Isle of Wight at Bonchurch on September 26th. Further 
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records followed from Bonchurch with singles on September 28th and two on both October 22nd 
and 26th. One was also recorded at Totland on October 16th. 
 
Oak Rustic (Dryobota labecula.  
Was recorded for the first time at Luccombe by Steve Pittis on October 21st and at Bonchurch 
where six were recorded at the end of October. There were three further records from Totland dur-
ing the same month and eggs have been obtained. There were also records this year from mainland 
Britain at Swanage, Dorset and in Hampshire. It appears that it is now establishing itself along the 
south coast of Britain. 
 
Flame Brocade (Trigonophora flammea)(Esy.)) This rare migrant was recorded four times. Singles 
at Bonchurch on October 8th and at Luccombe on October 24 . Further records were made at Tot-
land on October 25th and 27th. 
 
Other migrants recorded include : 
 
European Corn-borer (Ostrinia nubilalis)(Hubn.)) 
 Was recorded in Totland on July 11.  
  
Evergestis extimalis (Scop.)  
Was recorded in Freshwater on July 25th . 
 
Sitochroa palealis (D&S)  
Was recorded at Totland on 18th August. 
 
Udea fulvalis (Hubn.) 
 I noted two of this species on the light outside the Conservative Club at Freshwater where it has 
been established for over ten years although I have not recorded it at Totland. 
 
Other moths of interest are listed below : 
 
Leucoptera lotella (Stainton) 
 David Biggs found a tenated mine of this species at Osborne on August 13th which was con-
firmed by John Langmaid. This is not recorded in either of Goater's books, nor in Goater and Mor-
ris. Vol II of Moths and Butterflies of great Britain and Ireland does give a dot for Vice-county 10 
(IW) so presumable Emmet himself has records of it. Interestingly he found the mine on a plant of 
Lotus subiflorus, which seems to be the first record for this plant for the Isle of Wight. 
 
Scythropia crataegella (Linn.)  
David Biggs found multiple mines that contained the larvae of this species. This species does not 
seem to have been recorded on the Island since the 1920's. 
 
Archips crataegana (Hubn.)  
The first recent record of this species was made at Totland on June 23rd. 
 
Cydia amplana (Hubn.)  
Three examples of this species were recorded at Totland in August and it is quite likely that these 
were home bred examples. 
 
Phlyctaenia perlucidalis (Hubn)  
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A record of one at Totland was made on June 26th which is the fourth Island record.  
 
Playtes alpinella Hubn. An example of this local species was recorded at Totland on August 31st. 
Homeocosma nebulella.  
Three of this species were recorded at Totland on 6th, 11th and 18th August. 
 
Clouded Magpie (Abraxas sylvata (Scop.)).  
Two of this species were recorded in Parkhurst Forest on June 18th and one at Totland on July 
31st. 
 
Dark Tussock (Dicallomera fascelina (Linn.))  
The fifth record for the Island in the last thirty years was made at Totland on July 18th. One was 
recorded at Freshwater in 2004 and it is possible that there may be a breeding colony on Heather 
(Calluna vulgaris) on Headon Hill. 
 
Rosy Marbled (Elaphria venustula (Hubn.))  
I recorded the fourth Island record of this pretty moth at Totland on June 23rd. It has now been 
recorded from Freshwater, Binstead and Cranmore in recent years and is probably established at a 
low density throughout the Island. 
 
Green Silver Lines (Pseudiops prasinana)(Linn.) James Halsey recorded a second brood of this 
species at Bonchurch on August 15th. 
 
Elephant Hawk (Deilephila porcellus)(Linn.)) James Halsey recorded this species on August 16th, 
a very late date. 2005 was an average year with three macromoths new to the Island recorded in 
that year. 
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ODONATA RECORDS FOR 2005 

 
J M Cheverton 

 
Most damselfly species had a good year. The Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo , Large Red 
Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula, Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans and Azure Damselfly 
Coenagrion puella all showed large increases on the low numbers recorded in 2004 while the 
Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens showed some improvement. The count of the Small 
Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma viridulum was the largest yet recorded while the numbers re-
corded of the Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma najas, a recent discovery, continued to increase 
and the localities spread.   Dragonfly numbers were, in the main, greatly improved on those for 
2004. The Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea recovered well from the low number recorded then as 
did the Emperor Anax imperator. The Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum and Broad-bodied 
Chaser Libellula depressa showed some increase but very few Ruddy Darter Sympetrum san-
guineum were seen. For the scarcer species there was a welcome increase in sightings of the Hairy 
Dragonfly Brachytron pratense and the Common Hawker Aeshna juncea.  Three scarce migrants 
were recorded: one Yellow-winged Darter Sympetrum flaveolum and two Red-veined Darter Sym-
petrum fonscolombii.   
 
Systematic List 
Calopteryx virgo  (Beautiful Demoiselle) 
The total recorded this year was 135, the second highest number since the first were recorded in 
1989. Most were seen at “Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189), the first on 3rd May (VG) and the last 
on 15th August (VG). A few were recorded along the Caul Bourne between Shalfleet and Home-
stead Farm (SZ4188).                                                                                                     
 
Calopteryx splendens  (Banded Demoiselle)            
The total recorded was 155, an increase on the number for last year but still lower than for most  
years in the last decade. The first, a female, was seen at Holliers Farm (SZ552831) on 8th June 
(DD), the latest first sighting since 1996. The last was seen at Godshill (SZ523831), near the River 
Yar, on 16th August (DD).                                                                                                              
 
Lestes sponsa  (Emerald Damselfly)                                                                                                                                                                                            
The total recorded was 50 with the first at Longlands disused farm reservoir (SZ560819) on 11th 
July (DD) and the last at Clamerkin National Trust pond (SZ439909) on 6th September (JMC). 
This sighting was the latest since recording commenced in 1978.                                                
 
Platycnemis pennipes  (White-legged Damselfly)                                                                               
 Not reported since 1992.                                                                                                            
 
Pyrrhosoma nymphula  (Large Red Damselfly)                                                                                     
A slightly better year than last with172 recorded compared with 205 in 2003, 388 in 2002 and 781 
in 2001.  The first, a male, was seen at “Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189) on 20th April (VG) and 
the last at Luccombe Cliff pond (SZ584795) on 8th July (DD)..    
 
Ischnura elegans  (Blue-tailed Damselfly) 
This was a much better year than the last with a total of 1076 recorded, the third highest since 
1978.  The first were seen at Medina Valley Centre (SZ5090) on 17th May (KM) and the last at 
Thorness Marsh (SZ459931) on 3rd September (DD). 
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Enallagma cyathigerum (Common Blue Damselfly)  
This species remains widespread and common with at least 4639 individuals seen this year.. The 
first was recorded at Clamerkin National Trust pond (SZ439909) on 27th May (JMC) and the last 
at Atherfield Green Farm reservoir (SZ466797) on 25th September (DD), the latest date so far.                                          
 
Coenagrion pulchellum  (Variable Damselfly)                                                                                 
 None reported since 1997. 
 
Coenagrion puella (Azure Damselfly) 
The total number recorded was 2030 marking a return to the range of figures noted for most of the 
years since 1994, after two years with very low numbers. The first was seen at Locks Farm 
(SZ444909) on 2nd May (BJA) and the last at a pond under Gatcliff (SZ535805) on 17th August 
(DD). 
 
Erythromma viridulum (Small Red-eyed Damselfly) 
After two relatively poor years the 1269 recorded this year was the highest number since the spe-
cies arrived in 2000. The first was seen at a private pond at Little Princelett (SZ560829) on 11th 
July (DD) and the last at Merstone Fishing Lakes (SZ533838) on 30th August (DD).                          
 
Erythromma najas  (Red-eyed Damselfly) 
After the first sighting in 2001 this species appears to be spreading in small numbers. However, it 
is possible that it has been overlooked in the past. Twelve were recorded this year. The first, four 
males, were seen at Dickson’s Copse pond (SZ500916) on 20th July (KM) and the last at Lang-
bridge Farm reservoir (SZ556861) on 16th August  (DD).                                                                                    
 
Brachytron pratense  (Hairy Dragonfly) 
The total number recorded was 17, the highest since the first was noted at Brading Marsh in 2001. 
As the more recent sightings at new localities do not appear to have radiated from Brading Marsh 
it is possible that this is another species that may have been overlooked in the past.  This year the 
first was seen at Clamerkin National Trust pond (SZ439909) on 27th May  (JMC) and the last at 
the same place on 9th June (BJA).                                      
 
Aeshna juncea (Common Hawker)             
Two pairs were seen ovipositing at Carisbrooke pond (SZ4887) on 24th September (KM). The last 
record of this locally uncommon species was in 2003      
 
Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker) 
There were two records this year: one at Pondacre Farm (SZ456892) on 21st June (BJA) and a 
female at Afton Marsh (SZ3486) on 29th August (JMC). 
. 
Aeshna cyanea  (Southern Hawker) 
After a poor showing last year this species has recovered well with 158 recorded this year, the 
second highest total since recording commenced in 1978. The first was seen at Ningwood Com-
mon (SZ392894) on 11th June (CD) and the last at Gurnard (SZ476954) on 27th October (DTB).                    
 
Aeshna mixta  (Migrant Hawker) 
A good year with 229 individuals reported, the second highest number since the first was recorded 
in 1979. The first was seen at America Wood (SZ566823) on 30th July (DD) and the last at Locks 
Copse (SZ4490) on 27th October (BJA).                              
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Anax imperator  (Emperor Dragonfly) 
 This was a good year with 210 recorded. The first was seen at Clamerkin National Trust pond 
(SZ439909) on 27th May (JMC) and the last at “Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189) on 10th October 
(VG).                                          
 
Cordulegaster boltonii (Golden-ringed Dragonfly) 
An average year with 28 recorded. The first was seen at Blackgang lower cliff mud-slide 
(SZ484769) on 21st June (DD) and the last ovipositing in a garden at Westhill, Shanklin 
(SZ576810) on 22nd September (JMC).     
                                                                                 . 
Libellula depressa (Broad-bodied Chaser) 
The number recorded was 76, higher than for last year, but still below the average of 101 for the 
last ten years. The first was seen at Parkhurst Forest Field Study Centre (SZ470913) on 12th May 
(DD) and the last at Yaverland Marsh (SZ608852) on 11th August (DD).                                
 
Libellula quadrimaculata (Four-spotted Chaser) 
None reported this year..  
 
Orthetrum coerulescens (Keeled Skimmer) 
As a result of an increase in the number of visits to the cliffs in the Chale Bay area, the 109 indi-
viduals recorded this year was the second highest number since the colony was rediscovered by 
BJA in 1983. The first were seen there at SZ470913 on 19th June (KM) and the last on a ledge 
east of Walpen Chine (SZ4777) on 19th August (DD, KM).                                                                      
 
Orthetrum cancellatum  (Black-tailed Skimmer) 
Another good year with 452 individuals reported, the second highest number since 1978. The first, 
a female, was seen at Clamerkin National Trust pond (SZ439909) on 27th May (JMC) and the last 
at Atherfield Green Farm reservoir (SZ466797) on 2nd September (DD).                                                
 
Sympetrum flaveolum  (Yellow-winged Darter) 
A male of this scarce migrant species was seen at a cliff ledge near Luccombe Steps (SZ583793) 
on 31st August (DD). This was the first record since 1995. 
 
Sympetrum fonscolombii (Red-veined Darter) 
There were two records of this scarce migrant. One was seen near Luccombe steps (SZ583793) on 
7th August (DD) and the other at Meadow Farm reservoir, Bathingbourne (SZ544831) on 8th Au-
gust (DD).      
                                  
Sympetrum striolatum  (Common Darter) 
This was a much better year for this dragonfly with 562 individuals reported. The first was seen at 
the pond at the MoD Range, Newtown, (SZ441909) on 27th June (BJA) and the last at the same 
locality on 20th November (JWW). 
 
Sympetrum sanguineum (Ruddy Darter)   
A slightly better year with 63 individuals recorded. The first was at Thorness Farm pond 
(SZ437810) on 6th July (DD) and the last at “Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189) on 18th September 
(VG).                                                
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Observers 
I thank the following observers who have contributed records, only a small number of which are 
shown above. 
Mr B J Angell (BJA)  Dr D T Biggs (DTB)                       Mr A J L Butler (AJLB)   
Mrs E Butler (EB)  Mr M Cahill (MC)                       Mr D Dana (DD)  
Mrs C Dudley (CD)  Ms V Gwynn (VG )                        Mr S Knill-Jones (S K-J)  
Mr D Longe (DL)  Mr K Marston (KM)                       Mr B Ransom (BR) 
Mr D Tucker (DT)  Mr J W Willmott (JWW). 
 
Author  :  J.M. Cheverton, Downside, Westhill Drive, Shanklin, Isle of Wight PO37 6PX 
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                     METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 
FOR THE YEAR 2005 

 
Clive Cooper 

 
Abstract 
Shanklin Weather Station was established approximately 56 years ago.  It is classed as a Health 
Resort Station and is owned and maintained by the Isle of Wight Council.  The station is situated 
at The Mead, a park area just past Shanklin ‘Old Village’ towards the outskirts of the town and is 
50 feet above sea level.  The station is a simple one consisting of a 5” standard rain gauge and a 
Stevenson’s Screen equipped with four thermometers.  Readings and observations are taken twice 
daily at 09.00GMT and 17.00GMT.  The Campbell Stokes recorder is located on the roof of 
Shanklin Theatre which, at 180 feet above sea level, is the highest point in the town.  Readings 
here are taken at 17.00GMT.  I have access to some old Weather Diaries and all averages refer to 
the period 1983 - 2005.  
 
Temperatures 
The yearly mean temperature was 11.21oC and was 0.45oC above the long-term average.  2005 
was cooler than 2002, 2003 and 2004, making it the 7th warmest year since 1983.  The months 
with the highest positive anomalies were October with 2.4oC, January with 1.6oC, June with 1.2oC, 
September 1.0oC and both April and July each with 0.8oC.  There were four months with a nega-
tive anomaly; August with 0.1oC, February with 0.4oC, November with 0.9oC and December with 
1.0oC.  Overall the mean minimum temperature was 0.5oC above the yearly average and the mean 
maximum was 0.4oC above the yearly average. 
The highest temperature of the year was 26.2oC and occurred on 10th July.  There was a total of 44 
days (14 days more than the long-term average) when the temperature reached or exceeded 21.1oC 
(70oF); one in May, 11 in June, 14 in July, 14 in August and four in September.  The lowest maxi-
mum daytime temperature of 1.6oC was recorded on 28th December.  The highest overnight tem-
perature was 17.2oC and was recorded on the 1st September.  The lowest overnight minimum tem-
perature was –5.0oC on 28th February.  There was a total of 26 air frosts (defined as a temperature 
below 0.0oC); seven in February, five in March one in April, six in November and seven in De-
cember.  The latest spring frost was recorded on 9 April.  The first frost of the autumn was re-
corded on 18 November.  This was the first November to register an air frost since 1999, and Janu-
ary 2005 was the first January since my records began in 1983 to be frost free. 
 
Rainfall 
The rainfall for the year 2005 totalled 723.1mm representing 83% of the long-term average.  2005 
was the driest year since 1991.  There were 155 days with measurable rainfall.  The three months 
with above average rainfall were August with 57.1mm (113% LTA), October with 154.1mm 
(129% LTA), and July with 72.1mm. (167% LTA).  The nine months with below average rainfall 
were February with 20.5mm (32% LTA), September with 29.1mm (40% LTA), January with 
53.8mm (54% LTA), March with 45.5mm (72% LTA), November with 80.7mm (75% LTA), De-
cember with 79.4mm (77% LTA), June with 35.0mm (78% LTA), April with 53.8mm (88% 
LTA), and May with 42.0mm (93% LTA).  
An amount of rainfall reaching or exceeding 25.4mm(1 inch) in a 24hr period ending at 
09.00GMT, occurred on two days; 24 July with 26.4mm and 23 October with 44.6mm. 
 
Sunshine 
The total sunshine hours for 2005 was 2048.4 which represents 109% of the long-term average.  
The sunshine for the three summer months, June, July and August totalled 807.4 hours.              
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       men', which was probably an area of chalk downland. 
   2. King Eadwig (955x959) granted five hides of Bathingbourne to Æthelgeard (S 1663). Recon- 
       struction of these bounds indicates that the five hides included Lessland and Sandford. There 
       is no mention of outlying pasture in this document. 
   3. Bathingbourne was aquired by Lufa (Finberg 1964,no.125). 
   4. Bathingbourne was included in the 13 hides of land which was forfeited to the crown by the 
       criminal Lufa (Finberg 1964,no.124; S 842).  
   5. The 13 hides which had been forfeited by Lufa were bought from the king by ealdorman 
       Æthelmær for 100 mancuses of gold (Finberg 1964,no.125; S 842). 
   6. The will of Æthelmær (971x982) bequeathed the 13 hides of land which had been purchased 
        from the king to Winchester New Minster. This bequest was confirmed by king Æthelred in 
        982 on the death of Æthelmær. This included the two hides of Bathingbourne which were  
        almost coterminous in area with the two hides of S 1662 but with the eastern boundary being 
        the same as S 1663 between Bathingbourne and Bobberstone, ie. following the 'green way', 
        rather than the stream. There is no mention of outlying pasture in S 842. 
   7. The estates belonging to the New Minster which were bestowed by William I on his officers 
       were said by Dugdale to have included Bathingbourne (Kökeritz 1940,26) 3, but the alienation 
       of Bathingbourne from the New Minster must have pre-dated 1066. By this date 'The Down 
       and Bathingbourne' were held by Odo from King Edward in freehold. This estate paid tax for 
       four hides but would not have included Lessland, as this was accounted for under two other 
       Domesday entries. Sandford with Week was held by King Edward as a separate manor 
       (Munby 1982,39c). 
   8. In 1086 The Down and Bathingbourne were held by the king in lordship. 
 
S 842, Heantune, Bathingbourne, Meolocdune and Stathe 
This charter dates from 982, being issued by Æthelred, King of all Albion, to the New Minster at 
Winchester: Confirmation of a bequest by the earldorman Æthelmær [Finberg 1964,no.125, 
971x982], who had purchased from the king, for 100 mancuses of gold, certain lands forfeited by 
a criminal named Lufa, and subsequently left them to the Minster, where he lies buried, 2 manen-
tia [hides] at Heantune, 2 at Beaddingaburnan (Bathingbourne), 2 at Meolocdune and 1 at Stathe, 
all in the Isle of Wight, also in Portsea Island at Frodincgtune (Fratton) and at Suggincgwyrthe 
(Segenworth in Titchfield), with a hay-mead between the River Meon and the mill leat of King's 
Mill; free of all but the three common dues (Finberg 1964,no.132) 4 . 
 
The bounds of Heantune (S 842i) 
Ðis sind þara twegra hida landgemæra to Heantune: ærest, on þone stænihtan ford east, andlang 
herpaðes; of þan herpaðe, swa hit gemearcod is, to ðære fulan dic; of þære fulan dic to wyn-
nangeate; of wynnangeate andlang mearce, on þa stanynan hlyfan; of þære hlyfan, andlang 
mearce, on þa oðre stænenan hlyfan; of þære hlyfan innan þa widan dic forð, andlang dic, on 
Beadingaburnan, to þære ealden hide ðe to niwan mynstre ær hyrde  on Wintanceastre; þanon on 
gerihte up andlang burnan eft on þone stænihtan ford (Edwards 1866,219-220). 
 
'These are the boundaries of the two hide estate of Heantune. Starting from the stony ford east, 
along the highway. From that highway as it is marked out, to the dirty ditch. From the dirty ditch 
to the meadow (or pasture) gate. From the meadow (or pasture) -gate along the boundary to the 
stony shelter. From that shelter along the boundary to the other stony shelter, from the shelter into 
the wide ditch forward, along the ditch to the Bathing Bourne, to the old (or main) hide formerly 
belonging to Winchester New Minster. Thence straight up along the stream returning to the stony 
ford'. 
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Identifying the Bounds of Heantune (Fig 3) 
The bounds of Heantune have been discussed by Kökeritz (1940, 145-6). 
 The bounds start at 'the stony ford', which can be identified with the ford at Bathingbourne, which 
is also the starting point of the bounds of Bathingbourne in S 1662 and of Bathingbourne in this 
charter. From the ford the bounds follow the highway (herpaðe) eastwards, which is the road run-
ning in a north-easterly direction from Bathingbourne, and crossing the Arreton to Lake road, con-
tinuing towards Newchurch. This length of road also forms the parish boundary between Arreton 
and Newchurch. The dirty ditch (fulan dic) is likely to be the watercourse which flows westwards 
towards the Yar on the south side of Watery Lane. The bounds follow this watercourse eastwards 
to wynnangeate. This can be identified with Winford Farm, which lies immediately to the north of 
the 'dirty ditch' at Winford Cross. Kökeritz (1940,146) points out that "It is a noteworthy fact that 
Felicia attewenforde 1302 Ct is also called Felicia attewingate in the same year and in the same 
court-roll". The bounds then run 'along the boundary'. This is the eastwards continuation of the 
'dirty ditch' beyond Winford. This ditch, which is dry in summer, formed the southern boundary of 
an area of heathland c.1800, and the eastern part of this boundary (before reaching the road run-
ning north from Apse Heath) consists of a double ditch. The next point in the bounds, þa stanynan 
hlyfan, is best translated as 'the stony shelter'. There are a few occurrences of hlif 'protection, shel-
ter' in place-names, and one other instance in charter bounds, but apparently no other instances of 
'stony shelters' (Margaret Gelling, personal communication). This shelter cannot be located in the 
modern landscape, but would appear to have been somewhere at the intersection of this ditch/
boundary and the modern road. Similarly, 'the other stony shelter' (þa oðre stænenan hlyfan) can-
not be located. It may have been near the crossroads at Apse Heath. From this shelter, the bounds 
went 'into the wide ditch forward, along the ditch to the Bathing Bourne'. This was the watercourse 
running from Princelett westwards to the Bathing Bourne. From this confluence, the bounds fol-
lowed the stream back to 'the stony ford'.  
  Heantune does not exist as a modern place-name but the bounds encompass an estate which is 
centred on Branstone. The area has relatively subdued topography, so 'the high tun' may have re-
ferred to the highest part of this estate in the area of Branstone Cross. By 1086 the area was known 
as Brandestone, the first element of the place-name being the personal name Brandr (Mills 
1996,33).  
 
The Anglo-Saxon Landscape of Heantune 
The place-name wynnangeate 'the meadow (or pasture) gate' refers to a gate giving access to 
meadow or pastureland. In c.1800, an area of heathland lay to the east of Winford. It is uncertain 
whether the gate here in the tenth century was giving access to heathland, or to improved pasture/
meadowland. The two instances of 'stony shelters' apparently refer to man-made structures, as 
there are no naturally occurring rock outcrops in the area. These may have had a pastoral use, per-
haps being shelters for livestock or for people tending stock. The boundary to the west of the first 
stony shelter was the southern limit of an area of heathland c.1800, and the second shelter would 
appear to have been located in the Apse Heath area, which retained an area of heathland well into 
the nineteenth century (Ordnance Survey six-inch map, first edition). It is quite possible that these 
stony shelters related to the pastoral use of this heathland, which may very well have been much 
more extensive in the tenth century. 
  The bounds of Heantune refer to 'the old (or main) hide formerly belonging to Winchester New 
Minster'. This hide cannot be located accurately, but was somewhere near the confluence of 'the 
wide ditch' and the Bathing Bourne. It may refer to land within Heantune, to land within Bathing-
bourne, or to land to the south of 'the wide ditch'.  
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Heantune and Domesday Book 
By 1086 the estate was known as Brandestone. It was no longer held by the New Minster. Before 
1066 two free men had held Borthwood, Branstone and Lessland from King Edward in freehold as 
two manors, and in 1086 they were held by William, son of Azor. There is a discrepancy between 
the two hides of Heantune in 982 and the 1 hide and 1 virgate of Borthwood, Branstone and Less-
land in 1066/1086 (Munby 1982,53b). 
 
The Bounds of Bathingbourne (S 842ii) 
Ðis synd þara twegra hida landgemæra æt Beadinga burnan: ærest on þæne stanihtan ford; of 
þan forda suð, andlang herpaðes, to Aðulfes hylle suð, andlang þære hina mearce, to þære widan 
dic west, andlang dic on þone mor norð, andlang mores for mid on Beadinga burnan andlang 
streames eft on þane stanihtan ford (Edwards 1866,220). 
 
'These are the boundaries of the two hide estate at Bathingbourne. Starting at the stony ford, from 
the ford south along the highway to Athulf's hill south, along the monks' boundary to the wide 
ditch west, along the ditch to the marsh north, along the marsh ?onto the Bathing Bourne along the 
stream  returning to the stony ford'. 
 
Identifying the Bounds of Bathingbourne (Fig 4) 
 
The bounds of Bathingbourne have been discussed by Kökeritz (1940,145-6) and commented on 
by Forsberg (1950,209-10). 
  The starting point of the bounds is the ford (now the bridge) over the stream at Bathingbourne. 
This is also the starting point for the bounds of Heantune in the same charter and of the bounds of 
Bathingbourne in S 1662. From this point the bounds follow the herpaðes (highway) southwards. 
This is the metalled road which runs southwards from the bridge at Bathingbourne. In the modern 
landscape, this road turns to the south-west after a distance of 550 metres from the bridge, by 
Green Acres Farm. However, the line of the herpaðes continues southwards as a footpath, rising 
over the flank of a small hill. This alignment from the ford site is also followed by the bounds of 
Bathingbourne in S 1663. The next point on the bounds of Bathingbourne in S 842ii is Aðulfes 
hylle, which must be this small but locally prominent hill, which is an outlier of the flanks of the 
southern massif composed of sandrock beds. The field-names relating to this hill in the Tithe Ap-
portionment for Godshill parish are Great Hill, Banister's Hill, Mountains and The Hill (IWCRO 
JER/T/158). From Aðulfes hyll the bounds follow 'the monks' boundary to the wide ditch west'. 
The monks' boundary can be reconstructed through reference to the Godshill Tithe Appportion-
ment. As with the southern boundary of Bathingbourne in S 1662, the southern boundary of Bath-
ingbourne and Lessland Farms is consistent with an alignment from the hill to the area north west 
of Bobberstone to the 'wide ditch'. It is quite possible that the monks' boundary referred to here in 
the bounds of Bathingbourne is related to 'the old (or main) hide formerly belonging to Winchester 
New Minster' in the bounds of Heantune in the same charter. The widan dic is the watercourse 
running west-north-west into the stream which forms the parish boundary between Godshill and 
Arreton. This 'wide ditch' also formed part of the southern boundary of Lessland Farm in 1838 and 
is referred to in the bounds of Bathingbourne in S 1662. From this confluence, the bounds run 
northwards 'along the marsh', which is identified as tidearing mor in the bounds of Bathingbourne 
in S 1662. This part of the bounds follows a tributary stream of the river Yar, which forms the 
Godshill/Arreton parish boundary. This parish boundary and the bounds of S 842ii also follow the 
Bathing Bourne from the confluence with this stream as far as 'the stony ford', the starting point of 
these bounds. The Bathing Bourne also forms the northern boundary of S 1662 and S 1663, as well 
as the northern limits of Lessland Farm and Bathingbourne Farm in the Godshill Tithe Apportion-
ment of 1838. 
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The Anglo-Saxon Landscape of Bathingbourne 
The herpaðes, which runs southwards from 'the stony ford', is the southward continuation of the 
herpaðes in the bounds of Heantune in the same charter. The use of the word herpaðes implies that 
this was a road of more than local importance in the tenth century. There are two other instances of 
the use of this word in charter bounds relating to the Isle of Wight. The instance of herpaþes in the 
bounds of Linlande (S 1662) has yet to be identified in the landscape. The bounds of Bathing-
bourne in S 1663 refer to þone sandihtan hærepoþ ('the sandy highway') in the Sandford area, ie. 
the road between Godshill to Shanklin, which is a major road in the modern landscape. The her-
paðes which crossed 'the stony ford' at Bathingbourne and ran southwards to the Bobberstone area 
is a minor road and then a footpath in the modern landscape, and thus is of only local significance 
now. The same road was not attributed the same status however in the bounds of S 1663 where it 
was referred to as þes grenan weges, 'the green way'. The instances of herpaþes in S 1662 
(Linlande) and S 842 (Bathingbourne) are recorded as being aligned north to south. This may re-
flect the former importance of north-south routeways on the Isle of Wight within 'landscapes of 
colonization', providing access from the estate centres on the margins of the chalk to extensively 
used land within the southern vale. 
 
The Bounds of Meolocdune (S842iii) 
Ðis sind þara twegra hida landgemæra to Meolcburnantune: ærest of þan fulan geate east, and-
lang mearce, oð æsces hege; of æsces  suð andlang mearce, oð ðæt hlidgeat; of þan hlidgeate on 
Byrthlafes mearce west, andlang Byrhtlafes mearce oð Æþerices mearce; of Æþerices mearce 
norð, ofer dune, oð ðara hina mearce, andlang þara hina mearce oþ Ceollingwuda east; of þara 
hina mearce oð ðæt fulegeat (Edwards 1866,222). 
 
'These are the boundaries of the two hide estate at Meolcburnantune. Starting from the dirty gate 
east, along the boundary to the ash hedge. From the ash hedge south along the boundary up to the 
swing gate. From the swing gate to Byrhtlaf's boundary west, along Byrhtlaf's boundary to 
Ætheric's boundary. From Ætheric's boundary north over the hill to the monks' boundary, along 
the monks' boundary to Chillingwood east. From the monks' boundary back to the dirty gate'. 
 
Identifying the Bounds of Meolocdune (Fig 5) 
The bounds of Meolocdune have been commented on by Kökeritz (1940,27). The estate is referred 
to as 'in loco qui appellatur æt Meolocdune' in the Latin proem of the charter, and as Meolcbur-
nantune in the Old English bounds (Edwards 1866,218,220). 
  Kökeritz was unable to reconstruct the bounds of Meolocdune, commenting that "The survey 
evidently starts somewhere east of East Ashey at þan fulan geate, which was perhaps near the pre-
sent Gate House, but æsces hege and Ceollingwuda are the only boundary-marks that can be safely 
identified" (1940,27). The key to the reconstruction of the bounds is the tithe-free area of Ashey 
Farm as depicted on the Newchurch parish Tithe Apportionment map of c.1840 (IWCRO JER/
T/194). These were the demesne lands of Ashey which were later called Ashey Farm. The bounds 
of Meolocdune are consistent with the tithe-free area of Ashey Farm with the addition of a small 
area on the western side of the farm which was covered by a modus5 , but excluding the northern-
most part of Ashey Farm at the time of the Tithe Apportionment. The portion of Ashey Farm 
which was beyond the bounds of S 842iii consisted of the area immediately to the south of Gate 
House and Deacons and the area which was known as 'Woodfields alias Ashey Common' c.1800. 
The exclusion of Ashey Common from an estate centred on Ashey has a parallel in the spatial rela-
tionship between Ningwood Common and the bounds of Ningwood in S 543. In the case of Ashey 
Common, this area was within the post conquest manor of Ashey, which extended to the northern 
coast of the Island. 
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  The starting point of the bounds of Meolocdune was þan fulan geate, 'the dirty gate'. This would 
appear to have been in the area to the south of Gate House. The evidence of the tithe free area in 
the Tithe Apportionment indicates that in the later Middle Ages the site of Gate House was on the 
northern boundary of the demesne land of Ashey. However, þan fulan geate would have been 
more appropriately located on the continuation of Gatehouse Road, which is an unmetalled track 
in the modern landscape. This track drops down the slope to the south of Gate House, and after 
400 metres reaches a minor watercourse. 'The dirty gate' is an appropriate name for this wet, low-
lying situation (which is now crossed by the reopened Havenstreet to Smallbrook railway line). 
From here a boundary was followed eastwards to æsces hege 'ash hedge' which can be identified 
with Ashey, now known as East Ashey Manor Farm, and as Ashey Farm in the Tithe Apportion-
ment. The precise alignment from þan fulan geate to æsces hege cannot be reconstructed, but 
would appear from the bounds to have been relatively direct. The first post-conquest reference to 
the latter place-name is Asseshey, recorded in 1280. The precise derivation of Ashey is uncertain. 
The first place-name element would appear to have been OE æsc 'ash-tree', but the personal name 
Æsc is possible. The second element is probably OE hege 'hedge' although OE (ge)hæg 'hay, en-
closed piece of land' is a possibility (Kökeritz 1940,25-26). In either case, the name refers to some 
sort of enclosure. Thus Ashey can be taken to mean 'the hedge or enclosure by the ash-tree' (Mills 
1996,24). Earthworks adjoining the farm site indicate that Ashey was a focus of settlement in the 
Medieval period, and documentary sources imply a late fifteenth century depopulation (Beresford 
1954,354). East Ashey Manor Farm and its associated earthworks are situated on the western side 
of the Newchurch/Brading parish boundary. From æsces hege almost back to the fulan geate the 
bounds of Meolocdune follow the limit of the tithe-free area of Ashey Farm c.1840, which south of 
the farm follows the parish boundary oð ðæt hlidgeat 'up to the swing gate'. The eastern boundary 
therefore follows the course of Monktonmead Brook up to its source and then along the dry valley 
alongside Eaglehead Copse onto the lateral chalk ridge. The 'swing gate' would have been located 
on the road which follows the line of this ridge. In a survey of manorial bounds of 1624 the site of 
ðæt hlidgeate was referred to as The style that leadeth out of Eagles hand (Roy Brinton, personal 
communication). From the 'swing gate' Byrhtlaf's boundary was followed westwards to Ætheric's 
boundary. This would have been the line of the road on the southern flank of Ashey Down. From 
Ætheric's boundary, the bounds went 'north over the hill'. This change in direction is reflected in 
the line of the modern road, where the road following the lateral chalk ridge from Brading runs 
northwards for a distance of c.120 metres to meet the road from Ashey. From this point, the 
bounds of S 842iii appear to follow the limit of the tithe-free area in the mid nineteenth century 
down to the 'monks' boundary'. The 'monks' boundary' is the continuous hedgerow running in a 
north-north-easterly direction from a point 200 metres to the south east of Rowlands Farm. The 
monks' boundary would have formed the eastern boundary of Chillingwood in the tenth century. 
This boundary was followed until the watercourse flowing west-north-west from þan fulan geate 
was reached (ie. the upper course of Blackbridge Brook). The boundary with Chillingwood in the 
modern landscape is not particularly noteworthy, but its continuation towards Kemphill Farm is of 
more interest as the hedge contains spindle. This continuation was the pre-dissolution boundary 
between Kemphill (Quarr) and the manor of Ashey (Wherwell) (IWCAC photos and notes by Roy 
Brinton, SZ 573896: 1982). The directions given in the bounds andlang þara hina mearce .. are 
incorrect, as 'along the monks' boundary to Chillingwood east' should have read '.. to Chillingwood 
north'. There would also appear to be a word missing following 'Chillingwood'. Ceollingwuda cer-
tainly does not refer to the settlement site of Chillingwood farm, which lies 900 metres to the west 
of 'the monks' boundary'. It is also quite unlikely that Ceollingwuda refers to an area of woodland, 
as a location on a boundary where the alignment changes direction has to be a precise point in the 
landscape. It is quite probable that the Old English bounds should have actually read andlang þara 
hina mearce oþ Ceollingwuda broc (or burnan) norð, '...to Chillingwood brook north', as the 
stream now known as Blackbridge Brook would appear to have been referred to as Chillingwood 
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Brook in the bounds of Stathe in the same charter (Margham forthcoming). The bounds then re-
turned to 'the dirty gate', following the line of the watercourse, which for three-quarters of this 
distance formed the northern limit of Ashey Farm c.1840. 
  
The Anglo-Saxon landscape of Meolocdune 
The two hides of Meolocdune consisted of the area of chalk downland now known as Ashey 
Down, and the area of clayland to the north of the lateral chalk ridge. This clayland area now con-
sists of West Ashey Farm and East Ashey Manor Farm. The starting point for any reconstruction 
of the landscape of the area in the tenth century are the two place-names which refer to the estate 
in the charter, Meolocdune and Meolcburnantune. The first of the names is to be found in the Latin 
proem of the charter and can be interpreted as "the down where the grazing was good and conse-
quently milk was got" (Kökeritz 1940,27) and must refer to Ashey Down. "Meolcburnantune is 
apparently the tn on the Meolcburna (<OE meoluc 'milk',burna 'brook,stream'), ie. the river round 
which there were good pastures.." (ibid.). The burna referred to in this place-name is the upper 
course of Monktonmead Brook, the line of which forms the eastern boundary of Newchurch parish 
from its source south of Ashey Farm, northwards to the sea east of Ryde. Ashey Down was there-
fore an area consisting mainly of chalk grassland in the tenth century 6 . It is quite possible that this 
grassland was supporting sheep, which were exploited for dairy products, rather than cattle. The 
use of sheep for milk, cheese and butter products is well attested in Anglo-Saxon England 7 , and a 
document relating to the sixteenth century in Freshwater parish records the milking of ewes 
(Hockey 1970,56). Not all of the chalk downland of Meolocdune was necessarily chalk grassland. 
Just beyond the bounds of the estate to the east, the steep slope on the eastern side of the dry valley 
is at present occupied by Eaglehead Copse. When examined as part of a survey of woodlands in 
1981, Eaglehead Copse was found to have a ground flora consisting of 33 ancient woodland vas-
cular plant species (Hornby 1982). It is likely that this steep slope has had a woodland cover for 
several thousand years. The opposite side of the valley within the bounds of S 842 has a similarly 
steep slope. It is quite possible that the eastern flank of Ashey Down retained some woodland 
cover throughout the Anglo-Saxon period, which has subsequently been cleared. Although there is 
no mention of a road along the southern boundary of the estate, the reference to ðæt hlidgeat 'the 
swing gate' implies that there was a road or track here in the tenth century. It is quite likely that the 
line of the present road running east-west along the lateral chalk ridge from Brading and then 
along the southern flank of Ashey Down was a routeway at the time of the charter. 
  The pastoral nature of the clayland to the north of the down is also reflected in its tenth century 
place-name. How much of the estate north of the chalk ridge this referred to is uncertain.  The 
name Meolcburnantune and the reference to æsces heges in the bounds imply that cattle were kept 
on enclosed pastures alongside the stream. Thus the immediate area around the estate centre 
(Ashey Farm) would appear to have had a pastoral use. It is also quite likely that some of this 
lower lying streamside land was enclosed meadow. Abedestone (Ashey) had 3 ploughlands in 
1086, so some of the area to the north of the lateral ridge would have been used for arable crops in 
the tenth century. Two areas of ridge and furrow were recorded by the author during fieldwork 
(7/4/98) in the fields to the west and south-west of West Ashey Farm. Although this may very well 
have had a more recent origin than the tenth century, these two locations are consistent with the 
better drained areas just beyond the base of the chalk ridge being used for cultivation. There is 
very little woodland within the bounds of Meolocdune in the modern landscape. However, several 
areas of woodland existed in the West Ashey area, before woodland clearance associated with the 
replanning of the landscape by George Young in the 1850s. The largest of these was Inwards 
Copse, to the north-west of Ashey Farm (IWCRO map of 1771, J.L. Davies; personal communica-
tion, Roy Brinton). The 'monks' boundary' as it approaches the upper course of Blackbridge Brook 
borders Rowlands Wood. This wood was found to contain 25 ancient woodland vascular plant 
species in the 1981 survey (Hornby 1982). It is possible that this woodland continued over the 
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boundary in the past and that the area of Ashey Farm which was covered by a modus in the New-
church Tithe Apportionment preserves the outline of this former woodland. There is however no 
reference to woodland in the bounds of the estate (unless Ceollingwuda refers to the area of wood-
land now known as Rowlands Wood, rather than the watercourse now known as Blackbridge 
Brook, which is unlikely), but this may not be significant. The map of the Isle of Wight produced 
by Thomas Milne in 1781 names a settlement site just to the east of Ashey Farm over the Brading 
parish boundary as Broadlee (Hampshire CRO facsimile). The recording of the place-name is late, 
but this may refer to a much earlier place-name with a -leah suffix, indicating a significant area of 
woodland or wood-pasture in the vicinity of Ashey Farm. Nearby Broadley Copse is named on the 
modern 1:25,000 map (1996). The area of Ashey Common is of interest, even though it was be-
yond the bounds of S 842iii. In the modern landscape some of the area to the north of Deacons 
Lane has a number of mature oak trees giving a parkland appearance to this pasture field. These 
isolated trees are indicated to be more numerous on the first edition of the Ordnance Survey six-
inch map of the 1860s. The existence of these trees suggests an area of former wood-pasture. 
Within the bounds of the two hide estate of S 842iii, there is a similar area indicated on the first 
edition of the six-inch map. This is to the west of West Ashey Farm, in a shallow valley between 
the two areas of ridge and furrow referred to above. This was the area of Long Phillis Coppice, 
marked on the 1771 estate map (IWCRO, J.L. Davies survey), which was one of the areas of 
woodland which existed in this area, predating George Young's landscaping which included the 
construction of West Ashey Farm in 1859 (Roy Brinton, personal communication). Wood-pasture 
is attested for other areas within the northern lowlands of the Island and it is quite likely that these 
areas of woodland around Ashey shown on eighteenth and nineteenth century maps represents an 
area of wood-pasture in the later Anglo-Saxon landscape. The lowest-lying area of the two hides 
of Meolocdune is the area along the upper course of Blackbridge Brook. This was the probable 
location of þan fulan geate. A wetland environment can be envisaged for this area. On the clayland 
soils between the arable area to the north of Ashey Down and the low-lying area alongside this 
stream, an environment of wet heathland with wood-pasture can perhaps be envisaged, providing 
extensive pasture for Meolcburnantune. The estate survey of 1771 implies that Ashey Common 
was much more extensive at some time prior to this date, extending over the area to the south-east 
of Gatehouse and Deacons, up to Ashey Farm. Much of this area would have been within the 
bounds of S 842. This interpretation is supported by the presence of isolated and small clumps of 
oak trees within the present-day fields, which appear to have no connection with former field 
boundaries. Ashey Farm would have been at the southern apex of this extensive area of 'common'. 
  On the summit of, and on the southern flank of the lateral chalk ridge, the bounds of Meolocdune 
refer to Byrhtlafes mearce and Æþerices mearce. These two personal names would appear to relate 
to contemporary or former landowners in the area to the south of the ridge, whose properties abut-
ted Meolocdune. Both of these individuals presumably held land in the Knighton area. Although 
Knighton has two entries in Domesday, the land tenure here in the time of King Edward was very 
fragmented (Munby 1982,39c,54a), so Byrhtlaf and Æþeric and their properties can not be related 
to Domesday Book. To the west of the two hides of Meolocdune lay Chillingwood. The reference 
to hina mearce in the bounds indicates that Chillingwood belonged to a monastic church in 982. 
  Both Meolocdune and Meolcburnantune may relate to components of an earlier much more ex-
tensive estate which had become fragmented by the tenth century. The name Meocburnantune may 
be seen as a parallel for Wootton (wudu + tun), ie. an economically specialized tun within a much 
larger estate with its caput elsewhere. Where such an estate centre would have been located in this 
part of the Isle of Wight is uncertain. Chillingwood is a possibility (an -ing place-name) 8, but a 
location on the margins of the lateral ridge is more likely. Arreton, which features in King Alfred's 
will (S 1507) is a distinct possibility as a centre of an extensive 'multiple estate' in the eastern cen-
tral part of the Island. 
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Meolocdune and Domesday Book 
The estate of two hides is refered to as Meolocdune and Meolcburnantune in S 842iii. These 
names were not recorded in the Domesday survey. It is almost certain that the area was known as 
Abedestone in 1086. As Kökeritz has pointed out, ".. its identification with Meolcburnantune and 
modern Ashey gives a plausible explanation of the fact that neither occurs in DB"  (Kökeritz 
1940,27). 'The abbot's tn' would be an appropriate name for land which formerly belonged to the 
New Minster (ibid.,26). A parallel for this name is Abbotstone in Whiteparish (Wiltshire). This 
area was within the bounds of the three hides of Frustfield, which was confirmed as being in the 
possession of the abbey of Wilton in 968, along with Watchingwell and other properties (S 766). 
Its name is derived from its association with the abbess of Wilton (Finberg 1964,97). There is 
however a discrepancy between the two hides of Meolcburnantune in 982 and the one hide of Abe-
destone at Domesday. By 1066 an estate of one hide was held from King Edward in freehold at 
Abedestone (Munby 1982,39c). 
 
The bounds of Stathe (S 842iv) 9 
Ðis synd þara anre hida landgemæra æt Stæðe: ærest up of wareðe to þan stane æt þan geate; of 
þan geate suð, andlang mearce, on þara hina mearce, to Ticcanfelda; ðonne gyt suð, andlang 
mearce, to þan stane þe stænt æt bennan hamme; þanon east, andlang mearce, on þone heal; of 
þan heal suð, andlang mearce, to Hwatewisc; of Hwatewisce west on Ceolling burnan, andlang 
streames west, to ðæne widan dic norð; andlang dic, up on þæt geat; of þan geate, swa hit ge-
mearcod is, on þone broc; andlang broces to fugel fleote; of þam fleote ut on sæ (Edwards 1866, 
220). 
 
'These are the boundaries of the one hide estate at Stathe. First up from the shore to the stone at the 
gate. From the gate south along the boundary, to the monks' boundary of Titchfield. Then still 
south along the boundary to the stone that stands at Benna's [river] meadow. Then east along the 
boundary to the nook. From the nook south, along the boundary to the wheat marshy meadow. 
From the wheat marshy meadow west to Chillingwood Brook, along the stream west to the wide 
ditch north, along the ditch up to the gate. From the gate as it is marked out to the brook, along the 
brook to the bird fleet. From the fleet out to sea'. 
 
Identifying the Bounds of Stathe (Fig 6) 
It has been suggested that the estate of Stathe was coterminous with Binstead parish (Hockey 
1982,8). This can be discounted, as the bounds of Stathe do not accord with features along Bin-
stead's eastern boundary, which follows the course of Binstead Brook. There is no mention of this 
stream in the eastern bounds of Stathe, which consisted of a mearce 'boundary', probably an earth-
work or hedge-bank. The bounds of Stathe have been plotted and discussed in a recent study 
(Margham, forthcoming). This identification of the bounds is summarised here.  
  The starting point of the bounds is the coast, '.. up from the shore'. The boundary running along 
the eastern side of Fishbourne Copse, then southwards through the site of Quarr Abbey, is com-
patible with other topographical evidence (below). '.. the stone at the gate' would appear to have 
been in a location to the south of the abbey site, on the Wootton to Binstead road. From this loca-
tion, the boundary running south south-westwards is indicated on the six inch map survey of c. 
1800 and on later maps, ie. 'south along the boundary'. The 'monks' boundary' of Titchfield is 
likely to have been the western boundary of Newnham Farm as indicated on the Binstead tithe 
apportionment map of 1848 (IWCRO JER/T/31A/1,2). A location on the south-eastern side of 
Firestone Copse on the boundary of Newnham Farm is suggested for the 'stone that stands at 
Benna's hamme', alongside the small stream that flows westwards into Blackbridge Brook. 'The 
nook' appears to have been the western side of the hill to the north of Coppidhall Farm. A location 
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in the vicinity of Pondcast Farm, to the south of Havenstreet, is consistent with the 'wheat marshy 
meadow'. The next reference is to Chillingwood Brook where the stream was followed westwards. 
It would appear that the stream now known as Blackbridge Brook was known as Chillingwood 
Brook in the tenth century. This observation is supported by an interpretation of the bounds of 
Meolcburnantune in the same charter (above). The 'wide ditch' may have been the ditch which is 
marked on the Ordnance Survey six-inch map of the 1860s which runs to the east of, and parallel 
to, the lower course of Blackbridge Brook. The point within Firestone Copse where five tracks 
meet is a possibility for 'the gate'. The brook refered to next is either Blackbridge Brook just be-
fore it joins Wootton Creek, or the small stream which flows westwards into the top of the creek. 
'The bird fleet' must be Wootton Creek, from whence the bounds were followed out to sea.  
 
The Anglo-Saxon Landscape of Stathe  10 
Half the landward bounds of Stathe as reconstruced above consisted of mearce ('boundary'). The 
presence of such a length of earthwork boundaries implies that a substantial part of the area was 
open, rather than having a dense woodland cover, at least on one side of the boundary. It is likely 
that much of this open landscape was heathland, consisting of wet heath on the lower-lying clay 
soils and dry heath on the hill-top areas of gravel. Heathland on clay soils is now extinct in this 
part of the Island, but place-names and field-names attest to its former importance. Meadow would 
have formed another type of open landscape in the tenth century, but one which was much less 
extensive than heathland. This is mentioned in the bounds of Stathe as bennan hamme ('Benna's 
[river] meadow') and Hwatewisce ('wheat marshy meadow'). The third, and probably least exten-
sive, type of open landscape in the later tenth century would have been arable land. The presence 
of some arable is implied in the reference to Hwatewisce, suggesting a wet, low-lying area where 
wheat had been planted.  
  Woodland is not mentioned specifically in the bounds of Stathe but may be referred to in the area 
to the south-east of Wootton Creek (fugel fleote) where the bounds run from the gate swa hit ge-
mearcod is ('as it is marked out') to the brook. The use of this term in preference to mearce may be 
significant, perhaps indicating a landscape which was not open. This part of the bounds is within 
the present area of Firestone Copse, which is one of five areas of woodland on the Island having 
more than 50 ancient woodland vascular plant species (Hornby 1982). Firestone Copse also con-
tains Wild Service-tree, another indicator of ancient woodland (Bevis et al. 1978,50). Woodland 
here in the tenth century may however have had a more open aspect than in the modern landscape, 
being an area of wood-pasture. 
 
Stathe and Domesday Book 
The place-name Stathe does not appear in Domesday Book and there were no other manorial cen-
tres which can be located in the immediate area. The place-name Fishbourne was not recorded 
until 1262 (Mills 1996,49). The estate of Stathe would therefore appear to have been administered 
from elsewhere in 1086. The most likely explanation is that it would have been included in the 32 
hides of Calbourne (Swainstone), the bishop of Winchester's estate. The connection between 
Stathe and the church at Winchester originated with Æthelmær's bequest in 982 (S 842). 
 
S 1391, Wroxall 
This charter dates from 1043x1044 and records an exchange between Bishop Ælfwine, Bishop of 
Winchester and Osgod, involving Adderbury (Oxfordshire) and Wroccesheale (Wroxall). 
 
"Here is stated in this document the agreement which Bishop Ælfwine and the community at the 
Old Minster made with Osgod when they let him the estate at Adderbury 11 in return for the estate 
which he held at Wroxall in the Isle of Wight, namely that Osgod should enjoy the estate at Adder-
bury during his lifetime, and that after his death it should return to the Old Minster with its pro-
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duce and its men and everything as it stands, just as it was when they let it to him" (Robertson 
1956, XCVIII). 
 
The hidage of the Wroxall estate is not given in the charter. The document was witnessed by King 
Edward, which would explain the statement in the Annals of Winchester that King Edward gave 
the minster five hides at Wrocceshele (Luard 1865,25; Finberg 1964,159). Warochesselle paid 
geld for five hides in 1066 (Munby 1982,39d) 12.  
 
Reconstructing the Bounds of Wroxall (Fig 7) 
There are no Old English bounds for Wroxall, the charter documenting the exchange of the two 
estates did not include boundary clauses. Wroxall was held by the Redvers family through the 
twelfth century and grants from this estate are well documented. This, in conjunction with other 
documentary sources and features in the landscape allow a reconstruction of the five hides of 
Wroxall in the mid eleventh century. 
  By 1086 Wroxall was held directly by King William and was later granted to the Redvers family. 
This grant presumably formed part of Henry I’s grant to Richard de Redvers of the whole of the 
Isle of Wight in 1100. The Redvers certainly had lands in the area soon after 1100, for a gift by 
Richard de Redvers to Montebourg abbey included et terram in insula de Wit nomine Sanfort [ie. 
Sandford], 1100x1107 (Bearman 1994,2). 
  The grants made by the Redvers from Wroxall in the twelfth century can be listed in chronologi-
cal order: 
  1. Earl Richard de Redvers 'made a partition' and gave 20 shillings of land in Wroxall to Quarr in 
      1155x1160. This can be identified with the Yard Farm area just to the south of Winstone 
      (Hockey 1991,no.434). 
  2. In 1180x1186 a confirmation was made of a gift by Kenebald the minstrel of three properties 
      on the Isle of Wight to Christchurch Priory. These properties included four solidates 13 of land 

in 
      Wroxall. The properties also included the land of Winstone, implying that Winstone was not 
      regarded as being part of Wroxall. The land had been given to Kenebald by Earl Baldwin I and 
      this had been confirmed by Earl Richard I (Bearman 1994,no.55). 
  3. Richard de Redvers (Earl Richard II) made a gift of a marcate 14 in his manor of Wroxall to 
      Quarr Abbey, 1188x1189 (Bearman 1994,no.63; Hockey 1991,no.453). 
  4. Richard de Redvers also made a gift of 100 solidates of land in his manor of Wroxall to Mote- 
      bourg Abbey, 1188x1189 (Bearman 1994,no.65). This substantial area of land was probably 
      situated on the western side of the valley in the Appuldurcombe area. 
A picture is beginning to emerge of a substantial estate consisting of land on both sides of the up-
per course of the stream which was referred to further north as the Bathing Bourne in S 1662 and S 
842ii and which also forms the Godshill/Newchurch parish boundary. The eleventh century estate 
of Wroxall was not confined to the area around Wroxall Manor Farm and the present-day village 
of Wroxall. The Span area, to the west of the stream, had at one time belonged to the de Aula fam-
ily (Page 1912,174), but it is likely to have been part of the Wroxall estate before this. 
  The following reconstruction of the bounds of S 1391 follows the Old English convention of de-
scribing the bounds of an estate in a clockwise fashion. The starting point for this reconstruction is 
the south-western corner of the estate, on the south coast of the Island. 
  The western boundary of S 1391 would appear to have been to the west of the Godshill/
Newchurch parish boundary. The start of this boundary may have coincided with the St Lawrence/
Godshill parish boundary in the Undercliff area, then following this boundary westwards along the 
cliff top. This would include the Steephill area of the Undercliff within the Wroxall estate. The St 
Lawrence parish boundary then runs in a northerly direction up onto Week Down following the 
green lane on the eastern side of a coombe. The lane continues along the top of Week Down onto 
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Stenbury Down. This forms a topographical divide with the Domesday manor of Stenbury on the 
western side of the ridge and the Rew and Span Farm areas on the eastern side. The western 
boundary of Wroxall would then appear to have followed the ridge northwards from Stenbury 
Down and along the western pale of Appuldurcombe Park before the extension of the park to the 
west during the early 1770s. There is cartographical evidence for this extension. The map of the 
Isle of Wight by Isaac Taylor of 1757 shows the pale of the park before this extension and on the 
Appuldurcombe estate map of 1773 partially erased markings indicate the former western pale 
(Hampshire CRO facsimile; Basford 1989,37). This former western boundary of Appuldurcombe 
Park followed the line of the ridge to the top of Gat Cliff. The bounds would then have descended 
Gat Cliff in a north-north-easterly direction, to below the disused chalk quarry.  
  The north-western boundary of the Wroxall estate would appear have been the line of the south-
ern boundary of Bathingbourne in S 1663, which coincides with the pale of Appuldurcombe Park. 
This boundary would also have formed the southern boundary of the Domesday manor of Sand-
ford with Week. The boundary of Wroxall would have followed the bounds of S 1663 in a north-
easterly direction probably to the eastern end of the sunken way or boundary ditch at SZ 546812 
on the western side of the stream/parish boundary between Godshill and Newchurch. The bound-
ary of Wroxall would have crossed the stream at the site of the modern footbridge. The bounds 
would have continued eastwards and perhaps followed the sunken track to the present-day B3327 
(Ventnor to Whiteley Bank road), or alternatively followed the next field boundary to the south, 
which was the northern boundary of Yard Farm in 1851 (IWCAC, Appuldurcombe estate sale 
map).  
  From the road the boundary of Wroxall continued eastwards, following the northern boundary of 
Yard Farm as defined in 1851, with Winstone Farm to the north. Upslope of the now disused rail-
way line, this boundary follows a deep sunken way for a distance of 100 metres. From the top of 
the sunken way the bounds of Wroxall followed the Yard Farm boundary up to the point on the 
northern flank of St Martins Down where six footpaths meet (SZ 558805). This point is actually 
within an area of land projecting from the land of Apse manor as mapped in 1851. It would appear 
that this small area of Apse manor had been transferred from Wroxall to Apse. From the point 
where the paths meet, the sunken way running up the slope in an east-south-easterly direction 
would appear to have formed the northern boundary of Wroxall. From the top of this sunken way 
the northern boundary of Wroxall as mapped in 1851 followed the break in slope/cliff top east-
wards along the northern flank of St Martins Down. To the north and downslope lay Apse manor, 
which can be identified with the Domesday manor of Abla (Mills 1996,23). This manorial bound-
ary is followed until the eastern boundary of Newchurch parish is reached. The continuation of this 
cliff top eastwards forms the Brading/Shanklin parish boundary. 
  From this point the bounds of Wroxall run south-south-east up onto Shanklin Down. To the east 
were the two Domesday estates of Shanklin. This boundary is also part of the western boundary of 
the reconstructed parochia of Brading (Margham 2000,fig 1). The boundary of Wroxall continues 
along Shanklin Down and then follows the Newchurch/Bonchurch parish boundary along the ridge 
of Luccombe Down. Although Bonchurch had been held from Earl Godwin before 1066 as had 
Wroxall, it was a separate manor in the Domesday survey. It is quite likely that the bounds of the 
estate of Wroxall followed the line of the Newchurch/Bonchurch parish boundary down the steep 
slope of Bonchurch Down and through the Undercliff area to the English Channel. 
  This reconstruction of the five hides of Wroxall in the mid- eleventh century defines an area 
bounded by ridges of chalk downland on both the west and the east sides. This area was centred on 
the site of Wroxall Manor Farm within the chalk downland and the valley running northwards 
from the Rew Farm area. The northern flank of St Martins Down also formed a strong topographi-
cal divide. The reconstruction also includes part of The Undercliff, ie. the areas of Steephill, Vent-
nor Farm and Littletown Farm, as mapped in 1729 (Whitehead 1911, maps facing 
pp.114,162,164). The area of The Undercliff was relatively isolated from the rest of the Island, but 
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was accessible from Wroxall via the line of the present B3327. Ventnor and Littletown Farms 
originated as portions of the manor of Holloway. "The farm Holloway was high up on the hill-
slope near or in the pass between Rew Down and St Boniface Down, and this situation is ex-
pressed by the name, which means 'the hollow road' or 'the road in the hollow' (OE holh and 
weg)" (Kökeritz 1940,232). The former manorial name of this area was therefore derived through 
reference to the road from Wroxall. 
 
Charter Bounds and Anglo-Saxon Landscapes 
This and a previous paper (Margham 2006) have discussed the Anglo-Saxon charter bounds of the 
Isle of Wight. There are a total of ten sets of charter bounds which relate to estates on the Island 
(excluding Linlande), describing 84 separate locations, not including references to the sea. Charter 
bounds provide an invaluable contemporary description of landscape features from the Anglo-
Saxon period, with those defining estates on the Isle of Wight all dating from the second half of 
the tenth century (with the possible exception of S 274). As charter boundary clauses describe fea-
tures around the periphery of estates, they give very little information about the landscape of the 
interior of estates. Such information can be inferred from some of the names of estates, and this is 
also true for estates for which there are no boundary clauses. Such place-names will usually have 
been formed before the date of the charter in which they are recorded, but within the Anglo-Saxon 
period.  
  The landscapes of individual charters have already been discussed. Here, these will be related to 
the wider landscape of the Isle of Wight (Fig 8). This can be reconstructed for the medieval period 
using a wide variety of sources 15. The landscape regions of the Island have been defined by Mar-
gham (2003) which provides a more detailed account than that summarized here:  
 
The Northern Lowlands 
This region encompasses the whole of the northern part of the Island with the southern limit being 
defined by the 76-metre (250 ft) contour. Much of the region overlies Oligocene geological forma-
tions that provide clayey, seasonally waterlogged soils. In the West Wight there are extensive ar-
eas of more easily worked soils derived from the underlying Eocene beds (Jarvis et al. 1984). A 
mosaic of land use can be reconstructed for the Northern Lowlands in the medieval period, the 
most extensive being woodland, wood-pasture and wet heathland. Most of the Island’s ancient 
woodland is to be found in the Northern Lowlands. The assarting of woodland undoubtedly took 
place in the medieval period. This process may very well have been documented in the name for 
Ningwood recorded in 1086, Lemincode, Le being the French definite article, -ode a common ren-
dering of OE wudu, and –nimc- standing for OE niming ‘taking’, referring to land taken into culti-
vation or enclosed (Kökeritz 1940,211). A substantial area of medieval woodland was probably 
the more open habitat known as wood-pasture, a form of dual land use with an area of land sup-
porting trees, which were usually pollarded, and pasture, consisting of grassland or heather, for the 
grazing of animals (Rackham 1986,121). It was in wood-pasture areas that parks for the nurturing 
of deer for hunting were established after the Norman Conquest. Of the nine deer parks mapped by 
Basford (1989,15) six were within the Northern Lowlands, to which can be added three more pos-
sibilities 16. Substantial areas of wet heathland formerly existed within the Northern Lowlands, 
centred on Parkhurst Forest (which also consisted of wood-pasture) and the Wootton Common 
area (Chatters 1984,6). Meadow and arable formed smaller but economically significant areas. 
Arable land use was most developed in the West Wight, particularly in the Freshwater Isle area 
and the light soils derived from Bembridge limestone of the Thorley/Wellow area. The latter and 
the areas of plateau and marine gravels adjoining the northern coast have been identified as signifi-
cant sub-areas within the region. The significance of these areas of gravel became apparent with 
the plotting of settlement names, in particular –tn names which are clustered around their mar-
gins. 
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 These gravel ‘islands’ had a vegetation of dry heath, small areas of which survive in the modern 
landscape.   
 
The Lateral Ridge 
The Lateral Ridge is aligned east to west, forming the Island’s most significant topographical di-
vide, and is punctuated by three major gaps. It consists mainly of chalk downland but includes the 
subsidiary upper greensand ridge to the south of the chalk. The 76-metre (250 ft) contour has been 
taken to define the ridge. The term Lateral Ridge is something of a misnomer in the area to the 
west of the Medina gap as the band of chalk is much wider here, forming a dissected plateau. The 
main land use over at least the past millennium was unenclosed chalk grassland, maintained by the 
pasturing of sheep, which is well documented in various medieval sources (Hockey 1970;1991). 
The Lateral Ridge was also the location of three distinctive types of heathland habitat, which exist 
in small areas in the modern landscape, but were formerly more extensive: chalk heath, and heath-
land on gravel deposits on chalk and on the upper greensand ridge. Woodland may have formed a 
more significant part of the landscape in the medieval period, hinted at by the former name of Ar-
reton Down, Berdune, and the lost place-name of Codibear on the eastern flank of the Medina gap. 
Both of these names may relate to swine pasture (Kökeritz 1940,7,178).   
 
The Southern Vale   
The Southern Vale is a predominantly low-lying area between the Lateral Ridge and the Southern 
Massif. Much of this landscape region lies below the 76-metre (250 ft) contour, although locally 
prominent ridges and hills are present. The area is underlain mainly by lower greensand that has 
produced course loam soils. Wealden beds are exposed along the south-western coast with a 
smaller area on the east coast. The soils here are heavier. There are various areas of superficial 
deposits, with gravel terraces associated with the eastern Yar. The only extensive area of gravel 
terrace has been mapped as an area of particular significance as these well-drained soils have pro-
vided a focus for early place-names. Arable agriculture is the most significant component in the 
modern landscape and was certainly important in earlier times, being well documented in Domes-
day Book and other medieval and early post-medieval sources. It can also be inferred from surviv-
ing field patterns suggesting the former existence of open fields in some areas. Apse Heath is a 
modern place-name indicating the former significance of dry heathland on greensand soils, this 
land use being an important component of the medieval landscape. In 1522, for example, the third 
manor of Hyde contained 40 acres of arable, 25 acres of pasture, 10 acres of arable, and 100 acres 
of fern and brush (IWCRO F.F.). Very little woodland of any significance was recorded for this 
region in Domesday Book and later manorial records enumerate only small areas of woodland. 
There was however sufficient woodland in the Kingston area in 1441 to create a deer park, when a 
license was granted to empark 300 acres of woodland and pasture in the parishes of Kingston and 
Shorwell (Basford 1989,16). Small areas of wet woodland alongside watercourses such as those in 
the modern landscape had an economic importance in the medieval period, as would more open 
habitats in similar locations. The more open habitat of wet pasture and meadow would have been 
more extensive in the Anglo-Saxon landscape. The manor of Gatcombe adjoining the Medina val-
ley, for example, had 26 acres of meadowland in 1086 (Munby 1982,52d). The six-inch scale 
drawings for the first Ordnance Survey mapping of the Isle of Wight, which was commenced in 
1793, also indicate the continued existence of wet pasture and meadow alongside watercourses 
throughout much of the Southern Vale at this latter date. Such areas were often referred to as 
‘moors’ (Hockey 1970,71), whereas the area to the south-east of Brading Haven is referred to as 
marsh in various medieval documents. Meadow would also have been located alongside the head-
waters of streams that drain the Wealden beds along the south-west coast entering the sea via fea-
tures known locally as chines.   
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The Southern Massif 
To the south of the Southern Vale lies the chalk downland of the Southern Massif. The 76-metre 
(250 ft) contour has been taken to define the limits of this landscape region. Much of the surface 
geology consists of chalk, but some of the underlying upper greensand and gault form its northern 
margins, with the solid geology obscured on the steeper slopes by areas of landslip. The Southern 
Massif is drained northwards by streams which have formed long, narrow valleys, with the upper 
parts of the valleys being dry. The land use of the Southern Massif is not well documented until 
the sixteenth century, when the unenclosed nature of the landscape provided plenty of opportunity 
for disputes over the grazing of sheep on St Catherine’s Down (Hockey 1982,212-3). A much ear-
lier record of land use on the Southern Massif is provided by the name St Martins Down, a corrup-
tion of Smerdone first recorded c. 1240. This means “‘the hill or down where butter is pro-
duced’ (ie. with rich pasture)” (Mills 1996,91). Smerdone may very well refer to the production of 
sheep milk, and provides a parallel for Meolocdune (Ashey Down) on the Lateral Ridge recorded 
in 982 (S 842iii). Chalk grassland grazing would have been complemented by the rougher grazing 
provided by heathland on gravel deposits, an area of which exists in the modern landscape on the 
summit of St Boniface Down. Woodland today is largely restricted to small areas on steep slopes. 
The evidence of Domesday Book suggests that only small areas of woodland existed in the medie-
val period, so a similar pattern of woodland distribution is quite likely. There is evidence to sug-
gest that one of the more low-lying areas on the margins of the Southern Massif did have an area 
of wood-pasture 17. Parkland established at Appuldurcombe in the sixteenth century appears to 
have included an area of ancient woodland . Other types of landscape in the medieval period 
would also have been restricted to the margins of the Southern Massif. Examples of these are the 
open fields of Niton and Whitwell, and the two Domesday manors which included areas of mead-
owland (Margham 2003,24).  
 
The Undercliff 
The most southerly landscape region of the Isle of Wight is that known locally as ‘The Undercliff’, 
being bounded to the north for much of its length by an inland cliff. It is a well-defined region, 
which before the development of modern communications was relatively isolated from the rest of 
the Island. The Undercliff has a well-documented history of landslips. The soils are moderately 
easy to cultivate but the agricultural potential of The Undercliff has always been restricted by the 
very broken nature of the ground. Some arable land use was attested by Domesday Book, but The 
Undercliff remained a region with a largely extensive pattern of land use until residential develop-
ment in the nineteenth century. Speed’s map of the Isle of Wight, dating from 1611, labels The 
Undercliff as ‘St Laurence Park`, but Basford (1989,14) points out that no park pale is shown on 
Speed’s map and that the inland cliff would have formed an effective barrier. Botanical evidence 
from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century suggests that The Undercliff remained essen-
tially an open, rocky rough grazed landscape with groups of trees forming very small wooded ar-
eas (Colin Pope, personal communication).  
 
Landscape Regions and Charter Bounds  
Table 1 categorizes all the features in the ten sets of boundary clauses, a total of 91 locations 
(excluding Linlande). Six of these locations appear in two categories, such as `the wheat marshy 
meadow` (S 842iv), which appears under ‘marshes and moors’ and ‘hedgerows, pasture and mead-
ows’. Some of the boundary markers are duplicated, for example the bounds of S 274 and S 1581 
(Calbourne) are almost identical. Such instances have only been counted once, with two or more 
references given in Table 1 to a single feature in the landscape. An example of this is ‘the stony 
ford’ at Bathingbourne, which is mentioned in three sets of charter bounds. When references to the 
sea and the shore are deleted and all of the above taken into account, there is a total of 84 separate 
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locations. The amount of information that can be provided about each landscape region is uneven, 
due to the degree of definition in various boundary clauses and the survival of only ten clauses, 
when presumably many more once existed. Thus there were 40 separate locations in the Northern 
Lowlands, 9 on the Lateral Ridge, 33 in the Southern Vale and 2 on the Southern Massif. Loca-
tions within The Undercliff are not mentioned, although the reconstruction of the bounds of Wrox-
all (S 1391), which has no extant boundary clause, does include part of this region.  
  Coastal features: With the indented nature of the Island’s northern coast, coastal features were 
mainly recorded on the margins of the Northern Lowlands, where post-glacial sea level rise has 
formed estuaries. Such coastal features may have had an economic importance in the later Anglo-
Saxon period. It is possible that fugal fleote ‘bird fleet’ in S 842iv (ie. Wootton Creek) was used 
for the taking of birds for food. The two instances of features recorded on the Island’s south-west 
coast represent the use of chines as boundary markers, where such features also formed medieval 
parish boundaries.  
  Valleys and watercourses: Mentions of valleys and watercourses were likewise restricted to the 
two major lowland landscape regions. The preponderance of these was recorded in the Bathing-
bourne and Branstone areas, with four boundary clauses surviving for a relatively low-lying area. 
The minor watercourses, the ditches and streams of this area in the valley of the eastern Yar can be 
contrasted with the slightly more undulating topography of the Northern Lowlands where bounda-
ries associated with minor watercourses were mainly referred to as slades and brooks. The term 
bourne was used of larger streams in both of these landscape regions.  
  Marshes and moors: Moors were associated with slades in the Northern Lowlands and with the 
watercourses of the Bathingbourne area within the Southern Vale. They were therefore wet, low 

lying areas such as Tidheard’s moor (S 1662), now an area of rough pasture, which was later 
known as Ryde Mede (Hockey 1991, map 4). Some of these areas were probably used as mead-

ows, ‘.. the “moors” of the Isle of Wight are flat, low-lying areas bounded by watercourses, capa-
ble of producing a heavy cut of grass’ (Hockey 1970,71), whereas others were predominantly  

rough pasture, which can be inferred from the Ordnance Survey maps of 1793 onwards.  
  Hedgerows, pasture and meadows: Hedgerows were a feature of both the Northern Lowlands 
and the Southern Vale, providing evidence for the enclosed nature of at least some of these two 
landscape regions. The hamme ‘[river] meadow’ in S 842iv would appear to have had a similar 
function to the moors referred to above, whereas ‘the wheat marshy meadow’, also in the Stathe 
area, was surely an unsuitable place in which to grow grain. It has been argued that the one refer-
ence to meadow or pasture (wynnangeate) within the Southern Vale may refer to an area of heath-
land (S 842i). There are two possible references to wood-pasture in the charter bounds of Watch-
ingwell (S 766), both containing the term lege/leage, a term derived from OE lah 18. The first of 
these is within the Northern Lowlands (heort lege) where wood-pasture is known to have been 
extensive.  The name of the estate hwætincg le in the same charter, where the element le is an ab-
breviation of lah, would also appear to be associated with wood-pasture in this landscape region 
19. The other instance of possible wood-pasture in S 766 was further south, within the Lateral 
Ridge. It may be that leage here does refer to chalk grassland, complementing the use of woodland 
of grove proportions on the chalk such as that recorded in the nearby place-name of Ashengrove 
(æscstede in S 274,766 and 1581). However, possible parallels for wood-pasture on chalk can be 
found in the medieval name of Arreton Down, Berdune, and the lost place-name of Codibear on 
the eastern flank of the Medina gap, as both may contain the OE place-name element bær ‘(swine) 
pasture’ (Kökeritz 1940,7,178).   
  Roads, lanes and gates: A variety of terms are used in the boundary clauses of charters which 
reflect the status of roadways in the later tenth century. The two instances of lane are to be found 
in the Northern Lowlands, one of which remains a lane in the modern landscape. The term 
herþaðes ‘highway’, recorded three times in the Southern Vale, implies a route of more than local 
importance. ‘The sandy highway’ of S 1663 now forms the main road from Godshill to Shanklin 
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in the modern landscape at Sandford. Heantune was bounded to the north-west by a herþaðes      
(S 842i). This route continued southwards bounding the Bathingbourne estate (S 842ii) where it 
was also referred to as a highway. It was however considered of less importance as þæsgrenan 
weges, ‘the green way’, in S 1663. This difference in status may be explained through reference to 
the modern landscape, where the road southwards from the bridge at Bathingbourne, formerly ‘the 
stony ford’, turns to the south-west after c. 550 metres, with the line of the road from the bridge 
continuing southwards as a footpath. The various references to gates in the charter bounds may 
have been associated with control of pasturing animals, within wood-pasture, heathland or on 
chalk downland.  
  Other linear boundary features: The term mearce ‘boundary’ referred to within the Northern 
Lowlands, Lateral Ridge and Southern Vale implies the existence of a landscape which was not 
heavily wooded, at least on one side of the boundary. The term ‘as it is marked out’ occurs in both 
of the two major lowland landscape regions. That in the bounds of Stathe (S 842iv) would appear 
to refer to an area which is now ancient woodland (Firestone Copse) which may have been wood-
pasture in the tenth century, i.e. a more open environment. A similar interpretation is however 
unlikely to be valid for a low-lying area on the bounds of Heantune (S 842i).  
  Hills: A variety of different terms for ‘hill’ are used in the charter bounds, which are dependent 
on the form of the hill. In the Northern Lowlands, hyrste ‘wooded hillock’ accords well with the 
gentle topography of Park Hills (S 543) whereas the more pronounced form of Bunts Hill was de-
scribed as beorh (S 766). On the Lateral Ridge the only reference in the bounds is dune but 
Meolocdune is the name of the estate, indicating the pastoral nature of this downland (S 842iii). 
Within the Southern Vale, Aðulfes hyll describes the gentle, rounded topography of this location (S 
842ii) whereas stan beorg indicates a prominent hill within the Southern Massif (S 1663). 
  Stones, trees, pits and ponds: All of the stones forming boundary markers must refer to stones 
that have been erected, as prominent, naturally occurring boulders are absent from both the North-
ern Lowlands and Southern Vale. This is also true for the two instances of stony shelters in the 
Branstone area. It has been argued that these may be shelters erected having some connection with 
pastoral land use (above). The lim pyt (S 766) records one of the many now disused chalk pits in 
the modern landscape on the flanks of the Lateral Ridge. The tree referred to in the same charter 
(ge clyppedan treowa) may possibly be a feature in an area of wood-pasture within the Northern 
Lowlands 20. 
  Woodland: Evidence for wood-pasture has been discussed above. The boundary features listed 
here all refer to woodland rather than this more open landscape. Hyrste in S 543 is best translated 
as ‘wooded hillock’ (Hooke 1998,149) and can be related to the four instances of hyrst place-
names within the Northern Lowlands in similar situations, implying relatively small areas of 
woodland. Chillingwood is also within this landscape region and is an area of ancient woodland in 
the modern landscape, and must represent a more extensive area of woodland. ‘The place of the 
ash trees’ (æscstede) suggests a small area of woodland on the flanks of the Lateral Ridge, similar 
to that which exists in the modern landscape here. 
  Other topographical features: Wullaf’s leap may refer to a deer leap, and if so may be evidence 
for an Anglo-Saxon precursor to a medieval deer park in the Shalfleet area (Margham 2006,81). 
The two instances of ‘moot mound/hill’ represent contrasting locations, Bunts Hill (S 766) a lo-
cally prominent hill within the Northern Lowlands, and the other, Gallibury Hump (S 274), a 
bronze age round barrow in a prominent position up on the Lateral Ridge. Whilst the forms of 
these two features are very different, their functions as meeting places within the Anglo-Saxon 
period were similar. Swines head (S 274,1581) cannot be identified with any certainty. It may rep-
resent a stream in the Southern Vale or a topographical feature on the Lateral Ridge.   
  Negative evidence: So far, the evidence assessed above has been concerned with what the 
boundary clauses of charters tell us about the later Anglo-Saxon landscape. What they do not tell 
us is also important. Two significant instances can be cited. Firstly, there are no references to 
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woodland on the boundaries of estates within the Southern Vale, where reconstruction of the land-
scape region suggests only limited, localized stands of woodland in the medieval period. Secondly, 
although there is a reference to some rather poor arable land on the boundaries of one estate (S 
842iv), none of the boundary clauses mention open field furlongs. It can be inferred that, although 
open fields may very well have been established within some estates by the later tenth century, it 
would have been restricted to the core of such estates. This observation is compatible with what is 
known about open field agriculture on the Isle of Wight from later sources. Field systems were 
well documented for some areas, but the extent of open field agriculture was generally restricted.    
   
Conclusions 
The boundary clauses of Anglo-Saxon charters provide invaluable information about the landscape 
of the Isle of Wight in the tenth century. All the information that can be gleaned about the later 
Anglo-Saxon landscape is compatible with information from the medieval and later sources that 
were used to define the five landscape regions of the Island. After the Anglo-Saxon period, our 
next source of information is Domesday Book of 1086. This provides broad information about the 
landscape, but is not too specific as to locations. For example, the 26 acres of meadowland, which 
formed part of the assets of the manor of Gatcombe referred to above, were probably situated 
alongside the river Medina, but this is an assumption. The identification of landscape components 
in Domesday Book is even more problematic when we are dealing with larger estates. Relatively 
large amounts of arable and woodland were recorded for the bishop of Winchester’s estate of Cal-
bourne, which encompassed three landscape regions. It is only through reference to later sources 
that we can infer that much of the woodland was located within the Northern Lowlands and that 
most of the arable was just to the north and south of the Lateral Ridge. With the boundary clauses 
of Anglo-Saxon land charters we can be much more specific than this, enabling the precise identi-
fication of boundary features which were of great importance to people in the tenth century and 
which in many instances exist in the modern landscape.    
 
Abbreviations 
 
CRO    County Records Office 
ECW    Finberg (1964) 
F.F.   Feet of Fines, card index in IWCRO of manorial records relating to the Isle of Wight in the 
Hampshire section of the Public Record Office 
IWCAC  Isle of Wight County Archaeological Centre 
IWCRO  Isle of Wight County Records Office 
OE     Old English 
S      Sawyer (1968) 
  
The following abbreviations are used by Kökeritz (1940) and appear in quotations above:  
Ct   Court Rolls (unpublished) in Public Records Office 
DB   Domesday Book 
Wor   Worsley manuscripts in the possession of Francis Worsley of Twickenham at the time of 
publication (1940) 
  
 
 
 
Notes 
 
1 Anglo-Saxon charters are usually indexed using the numbers published by Sawyer (1968). This 
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convention is followed here. 
 
2 7seo ut læs mid oþrum mannum gemære 'And the outlying pasture common with other men' re-
fers to an area of common pasture beyond the bounds of the estate. 
 
3 It has been claimed that the four estates on the Isle of Wight which were granted to Winchester 
New Minster in the will of Æthelmær (S 842) were amongst New Minster estates which were 
seized by William I, and were then bestowed on officers of his army:  
 "Ethelredus rex filius Edgari regis dedit novo Monasterio 
 Wyntoniensi .... in insulâ Etha Meton cum duabus hydis  
 [Heantune]. Badingborn cum quatuor hydis [Bathingbourne], 
 Velokedune cum tribus hydis [Meolocdune], Estede cum una 
 hyda [Stathe] .... et hoc Wilhelmus abstulit, et militibus 
 suis dedit (Rudborne, 'Historia major', quoted from Dugdale 
 2.428, footnote e)" (Kökeritz 1940,26). 
 
4 The four estates on the Isle of Wight which were part of Æthelmær's bequest to the New Minster 
have been given the following reference numbers in Margham (2003): Heantune S 842i, Bathing-
bourne S 842ii, Meolocdune S 842iii, and Stathe S 842iv. This usage is followed here. 
 
5 A modus was a private arrangement made between a vicar and a parishioner for the commutation 
of tithes paid in kind to a cash payment (Friar 1991,256). 
 
6 The pastoral use of Ashey Down in the tenth century is of interest in the context of Drewett’s 
survey of the down (1972). Remnants of ‘Celtic’ fields and ridge and furrow were mapped. The 
latter would appear to be of a relatively late date due to the absence of a reversed S-shaped plan. 
 
7 Ælfric’s Colloquy, a series of dialogues devised to teach boys Latin grammar dating from the 
tenth century, contains the following:  
 What do you say, shepherd? Do you have to work hard? 
            Yes, sir, I do. In the early morning I drive my sheep to their pasture and watch over them 
    with the dogs, whether it is hot or cold, in case wolves attack them. Then I take them back 
 to their folds, and I milk them twice a day. I move their folds and I make cheese and butter. 
 And I am loyal to my lord (Cavill 2001,43).   
 
8 Chillingwood probably means “‘wood at the valley place or stream’, from Old English ceole (or 
*ceolle) with –ing and wudu. Alternatively the first element may be an Old English masculine 
name Ceolla, giving a meaning ‘wood at Ceolla’s place’ (with –ing), or ‘wood of the family or 
followers of a man called Ceolla’ (with –inga-)” (Mills 1996,39). Regardless of its precise deriva-
tion, Chillingwood contains the element –ing or –inga-, both of which indicate a place-name for-
mulated within the pagan Anglo-Saxon era.  
 
9 The place-name Stathe means ‘the landing place’ (Mills 1991,308). 
 
10 The later Anglo-Saxon landscape of the Stathe area is considered in more detail in Margham 
(forthcoming), where other sources are used to complement the information given in the boundary 
clause of S 842iv. 
 
11 Adderbury (Oxfordshire) is referred to as Eadburggebyrig when it was mentioned in the will of 
Wynflæd along with other properties c.950 (S 1539; Mills 1991,2). It was bequeathed to Winches-
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ter Old Minster in 1015 in the will of the Ætheling Athelstan (S 1503). It was held by the bishop of 
Winchester in 1066 and 1086, as an estate of 14½ hides (Caldwell 1978,155a). 
 
12 In the later years of Edward the Confessor Wroxall was held by the Countess Gytha, the widow 
of Earl Godwin of Wessex, who had died in 1053. The Domesday reference reads "Countess 
Gytha held it from Earl Godwin in freehold" (Munby 1982,39d). This implies that Wroxall had 
been obtained by Earl Godwin in or before 1053. The identity of Osgod is uncertain. He may have 
been an as yet unidentified individual who after exchanging the estate which he held at Wroxall 
for the Old Minster's estate at Adderbury, predeceased Earl Godwin, so that Wroxall was no 
longer in the hands of the Old Minster by 1053. It is however possible that the Osgod of the char-
ter may have been Osgod Clapa, who was outlawed in 1046 "...then an explanation might be found 
for the state of affairs in 1086, namely that Osgod's forfeited estate of Wroxall had been bestowed 
by the king on Earl Godwine, while the Old Minster had regained possession of Adderbury. The 
chief objection to this is that Osgod Clapa is generally associated with the eastern counties 
only" (Robertson 1956,433). Another possible candidate is the Osgot who was recorded as a 
holder of land at Scaldeford in 1066 (ibid.), but this would not explain why there is no reference to 
him in the Domesday entry for Adderbury.   
 
13 A solidate was an area of land with an annual value of one shilling. 
 
14 A marcate was an area of land with an annual value of one mark (13s 4d). 
 
15 The sources used by the author to define the landscape regions of the Isle of Wight are the soil 
survey of south-east England (Jarvis et al. 1984), 1;50,000 geological map (IGS 1976), 1:63,360 
agricultural land classification map (MAFF 1969), ancient woodlands survey (Hornby 1981), Do-
mesday Book-Hampshire (Munby 1982), references to landscape features published by Hockey 
(1970,1982,1991), references to landscape features in IWCRO card index, topographical descrip-
tions of the Isle of Wight predating the mid 19th century, and papers about historical ecology pub-
lished in The Proceedings of the Isle of Wight Natural History and Archaeological Society. The 
names given to the various landscape regions of the Isle of Wight are the author’s own, with the 
exception of The Undercliff. 
 
16 The six deer parks mapped by Basford (1989) within the Northern Lowlands are North Park, 
Shalfleet, Swainston, Watching Park, Wootton and Nunwell. Parks at Lee Farm in Shalfleet, 
Northwood Park in an area west of Cowes, and ‘Old Park’ at Quarr are possibilities (Margham 
2003,41,note 2).   
 
17 Recent research by Philip Masters for the Appuldurcombe Conservation Plan has produced 
references to Appuldurcombe Lodge from 1571 onwards. Masters considers this to have been a 
deer lodge in the area of present day Appuldurcombe Farm. He comments that ‘its location is typi-
cal, overlooking land that was probably a deer lawn, with the main tree cover to the south’ (Vicky 
Basford, personal communication).  
 
18 Lah can be interpreted as ‘forest, wood, glade, clearing’, with a later meaning of ‘pasture, 
meadow’ (Gelling and Cole 2000,237). Gelling suggests that the development of the meaning 
when lah began to lose its senses of ‘wood’ and ‘forest clearing’ occurred in the tenth century 
(Gelling 1992,16). This development of meaning was influenced by a confusion with læs ‘pasture, 
meadowland’ (Gelling 1984,199). This confusion can perhaps be explained by both names being 
appropriate for wood-pasture. In discussing leage/lege in S 766, Margaret Gelling has indicated 
that leage is the dative of lah which can be taken to have its latest sense of ‘pasture’ (personal 
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communication). However, the case for arguing that leage can refer to wood-pasture is strength-
ened by Della Hooke’s observation that the very extensive landscape region of wood-pasture, the 
Weald of Sussex, Surrey and Kent, was often referred to as Andredesweald but was alternatively 
known as Andredesleage (Hooke 1998,145). In addition to the references to l(ah) at Watching-
well in S 766, there are eleven settlement names within the Northern Lowlands which contain the 
place-name element –lah, many of which may refer to wood-pasture.  
 
19 Whilst hwaetincg le can be taken to mean ‘the woodland clearing at the place wheat is 
grown’ (Margham 2006,90), the growing of wheat in this wet clayland area was presumably suffi-
ciently unusual to be recorded in the place-name within a wood-pasture environment. The estate 
centre, now known as Upper Watchingwell, is less than 1 km from Northpark Copse, which lies to 
the west just beyond the bounds of S 766 and within S 274 at Swainson. An interesting small-scale 
survival was recorded here during the 1981 Ancient Woodlands Survey, ‘.. a very unusual site 
being a wood-pasture relic (part of the former Swainston Park) and still being used for cattle graz-
ing in 1981. It contains an exceptionally rich epiphytic flora, and is of importance as one of the 
best sites for lichens on the island ..’ (Hornby 1982,25). 
 
20 The translation of ge clyppedan treowa is problematic. Margaret Gelling suggests ‘embraced 
tree’, and if so perhaps refers to ivy (personal communication). Della Hooke thinks that the term 
includes ‘to involve’ and is not sure how this is to be interpreted (personal communication). 
 
   
 
References 
 
Basford,H.V. 1989 Historic Parks and Gardens of the Isle of Wight, Isle of Wight County Council, 
Newport. 
 
Bearman,R. 1994 Charters of the Redvers Family and the Earldom of Devon 1090-1217, Devon 
and Cornwall Record Society, New Series 37. 
 
Beresford,M. 1954 The Lost Villages of England, Lutterworth Press, London. 
 
Bevis,J., Kettell,R. & Shepard,B. 1978 Flora of the Isle of Wight, Isle of Wight Natural History 
and Archaeological Society, Newport. 
 
Birch,W. de Gray, ed. 1885-1893 Cartularium Saxonicum, Whiting and Co., London. 
 
Caldwell,C. 1978 Domesday Book: Oxfordshire, Phillimore, Chichester. 
 
Cavill,P. 2001 A Treasury of Anglo-Saxon England, Harper Collins, London.  
  
Chatters,C. 1984 The downs and heaths of the Isle of Wight, unpublished typescript, Isle of Wight 
Countryside Heritage Study. 
 
Copley,G.J. 1986 Archaeology and Place-Names in the Fifth and Sixth Centuries, BAR British 
Series 147, Oxford. 
 
Cox,B. 1976 The Place-Names of the earliest English records, English Place-Name Society Jour-
nal 8, pp.12-66. 



143

ANGLO-SAXON  CHARTER BOUNDS OF IOW,  PT 2 : THE EAST MEDINE 

 
Drewett, P.L. 1972 The excavation of two round barrows and associated fieldwork on Ashey 
Down, Isle of Wight, 1969,  Proc. Hants Field Club and archeol. Soc. 27, pp.33-57. 
 
Edwards,E.ed. 1866 Liber Monasterii de Hyda, Rolls Series 45, London 
 
Everitt,A. 1986 Continuity and Colonization: the evolution of Kentish settlement, Leicester. 
 
Finberg,H.P.R. 1964 The Early Charters of Wessex, Leicester. 
 
Forsberg,R. 1950 A Contribution to a Dictionary of Old English  Place-Names, Nomina Ger-
manica 9, Uppsala.  
 
Friar,S. 1991 The Batsford Companion to Local History, Batsford, London. 
 
Gelling,M. 1978 Signposts to the Past: Place-Names and the History of England, Dent. 
 
Gelling,M. 1984 Place-Names in the Landscape, Dent. 
 
Gelling,M. 1992 The West Midlands in the Early Middle Ages, Leicester. 
 
Gelling,M. & Cole,A. 2000 The Landscape of Place-Names, Shaun Tyas, Stamford. 
 
Grundy,G.B. 1926 The Saxon Land Charters of Hampshire with notes on Place and Field Names, 
Archaeological Journal, second series, XXXIII,pp.91-253. 
 
Hockey,S.F. 1970 Quarr Abbey and its Lands, 1132-1631, Leicester. 
 
Hockey,S.F. 1982 Insula Vecta: The Isle of Wight in the Middle Ages, Phillimore. 
 
Hockey,S.F. 1991 The Charters of Quarr Abbey, The Isle of Wight Records Series 3, Isle of Wight 
County Record Office. 
 
Hooke,D. 1998 The Landscape of Anglo-Saxon England, Leicester. 
 
Hornby,R.J. 1982 Ancient Woodlands Survey, Isle of Wight, unpublished typescript, Nature Con-
servancy Council. 
 
IGS (1976) Isle of Wight Special Sheet Drift Edition, 1;50,000, Institute of Geological Sciences/
Natural Environment Research Council.  
 
Jarvis,M.G., Allen,R.H., Fordham,S.J., Hazelden,J., Moffat,A.J., & Sturdy,R.G. 1984 Soils and 
their use in South East England, Harpenden.  
 
Kökeritz,H. 1940 The Place-Names of the Isle of Wight, Nomina Germanica 6, Uppsala. 
 
Luard,H.R. 1865 Annales Monastici, Rolls Series 36,II, London. 
 
MAFF (1969) Agricultural Land Classification of England and Wales, 1:63,360 sheet 180, Agri-
cultural Land Service of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.  



144

ANGLO-SAXON  CHARTER BOUNDS OF IOW,  PT 2 : THE EAST MEDINE 

 
Margham,J. 2000  St Mary's, Brading: Wilfrid's Church?, Proc. Isle Wight Nat. Hist. archaeol. 
Soc. 16, pp.117-135.  
 
Margham,J. 2003 Charters, Landscapes and Hides on the Isle of Wight, Landscape History 25, 
pp.17-43. 
 
Margham,J. 2006 The Anglo-Saxon Charter Bounds of the Isle of Wight, Part 1: The West Me-
dine, Proc. Isle Wight Nat. Hist. archaeol. Soc. 21, pp.77-106.  
 
Margham,J. forthcoming, Stathe and the Charter of Ethelred, in  Coastal Archaeology in a Dy-
namic Environment: A Solent Case Study, eds. D.J.Tomalin, R.D.Loader and R.G.Scaife, English 
Heritage. 
 
Mills,A.D. 1991 English Place-Names, Oxford. 
 
Mills,A.D. 1996 The Place-Names of the Isle of Wight, Paul Watkins, Stamford. 
 
Munby,J. 1982 Domesday Book: Hampshire, Phillimore, Chichester. 
 
Page,W. ed. 1912 Victoria History of the Counties of England: Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 5. 
 
Rackham,O. 1986 The History of the Countryside, Dent.  
 
Robertson,A.J. 1956 Anglo-Saxon Charters, second edition, Cambridge. 
 
Sawyer,P.H. 1968 Anglo-Saxon Charters: an annotated list and bibliography, Royal Historical 
Society. 
 
Sweet,H. 1896 The Student's Dictionary of Anglo-Saxon, Oxford. 
 
Whitehead,J.L. 1911 The Undercliff of the Isle of Wight, The Wykeham Press, London. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Thanks to the staff of the Isle of Wight County Archaeological Centre for their support. I am espe-
cially grateful to Dr Margaret Gelling for helping me with my translations of the charter bounds 
and for her willingness to answer questions about the interpretation of various words and phrases 
in the Old English bounds. Dr Della Hooke provided further information about aspects of the 
bounds. The late Bob Adams of Wellow drew my attention to Bearman (1994). Roy Brinton pro-
vided topographical information about the Ashey area, some of which was based on the as yet un-
published manorial history of the Isle of Wight by Clifford Webster. Colin Pope and Vicky Bas-
ford commented on my work on the landscape regions of the Isle of Wight. Also thanks are due to 
the staff of the Isle of Wight County Record Office, the staff of Knaresborough library, Middles-
borough reference library and of the City of Leeds reference library. Dr Maurice Turner and Vicky 
Basford provided invaluable comments on an earlier draft of the present paper and Vicky Basford 
provided additional references. Lastly, I would like to thank Catherine Margham for accompany-
ing me on my various walks along the charter bounds of the Island. 
 
 
Author: John Margham,   24 Woodpark Drive, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire,  



145

A
N

G
L

O
-SA

X
O

N
  C

H
A

R
T

E
R

 B
O

U
N

D
S O

F IO
W

,  PT
 2 : T

H
E

 E
A

ST
 M

E
D

IN
E                                          
H

G
5 

9D
L

. 
     

Fig 1: S 1662, grant of 2 hides at Bathingbourne by King Eadred, 951x955 A.D. 
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Fig 2: S 1663, grant of 5 mansae at Bathingbourne by King Eadwig to Aethelgeard,   
           955x957 A.D. 
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           Winchester New Minster of 2 hides at Heantune, 982 A.D. 
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Fig 4: S 842ii, confirmation by King Aethelred of a bequest by the earldorman 
          Aethelmaer to Winchester New Minster of 2 hides at Bathingbourne, 982 A.D. 
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Fig 5: S 842iii, confirmation by King Aethelred of a bequest by the earldorman  
        Aethelmaer to Winchester New Minster of 2 hides at Meolocdune, 982 A.D. 
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Fig 6: S 842iv, confirmation by King Aethelred of a bequest by the earldorman 
          Aethelmaer to Winchester New Minster of 1 hide at Stathe, 982 A.D. 
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Fig 7: S 1391, exchange between Bishop Aelfwine of Winchester Old Minster and Osgod 
           of Wroxall and Adderbury (Oxfordshire), 1043x1044 A.D. 
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A FRAGMENT OF A LATE MEDIEVAL CHAFING DISH OF 

 SAINTONGE  WHITE WARE FOUND AT BINSTEAD, 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

                                                                             Kevin Trott 

In September 2003, an unusual sherd of pottery was shown to the writer for identification. It was reported as hav-
ing been found with other sherds during routine gardening at 7 Greenway Road, Binstead. The other pottery was 
later discarded when the finder sold the property. Due to its unusual decoration, this particular sherd was retained 
by Mrs Brenda Butler. 

The fragment is of early Tudor date and belongs to a late Saintonge white ware chafing dish. It is decorated with 
an applied face on the crown of the vessel. It displays a dark olive brown glaze (2.5Y 3/3) with a strong brown 
glaze (7.7YR 5/6) applied over the face and exterior to create a mottled appearance. 

This chafing dish can be dated around c. 1490-1510. It claims parallels with further Saintonge vessels found in 
excavations in Southampton where this ware has been classified as fabric SOU125 46. A similar face appears on 
vessel No 1065 recovered from a pit 66 in the High Street excavations at Southampton (Platt & Coleman-Smith, 
1975, (2) 148-9, fig 190). Evidence in Southampton shows a marked decline in the import of Aquitainian pottery 
after the mid-14th century yet there is a perceptible revival in the 16th century. Other imported French chafing 
dishes, devoid of anthropomorphic lugs, have been reported from 16th century contexts at Carisbrooke Castle 
(Young, 2000,130, fig 46, nos 73-75). 

The find spot at Greenway Road, Binstead, has not been subject to archaeological investigation. It is situated in a 
shallow valley some 1.5km from the medieval Cistercian abbey of Quarr and 1km south of the medieval church 
of Holy Cross and its nearby medieval limestone quarries. To the southwest of the find-spot lies the Newnham 
valley with its medieval fishponds and monastic grange. This imported item hints at further medieval/Tudor 
settlement in the Binstead area and the possibility of a dwelling in this particular vicinity. 
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Fig 1. Reconstruction of the Binstead chafing dish and the original fragment 
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LUNG INFECTIONS IN RED SQUIRRELS ON THE IOW  
 

Helen Butler 
 
Since 2000, any red squirrel bodies, in good condition, retrieved by the general public have been 
submitted to a post mortem examination. This article is a shortened version of a paper published 
in The Veterinary Record (Simpson et al. 2006). It describes a Hepatozoon species found in the 
lungs of red squirrels and considers its possible role as a pathogen.   
 
Through advertising in Wight Squirrel Project newsletter and the local media, the general public 
has been asked to retrieve dead red squirrels for post mortem examination.  The initial examination 
was carried out by Helen Butler and, if pathology was suspected, samples were taken and fixed in 
10 per cent buffered formol saline.  These samples were then sent to Vic Simpson at the Wildlife 
Veterinary Investigation Centre in Cornwall. 
 
Red squirrels are the only squirrel native to the British Isles.  They are disappearing from the 
Mainland fast and are being replaced by the introduced American grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinen-
sis).  It’s believed the grey squirrel outcompetes the native red squirrel for food and nesting sites.  
Grey squirrels also carry a squirrel poxvirus, which is fatal to reds.  
 
The Isle of Wight is an important stronghold as the Solent provides a barrier against grey squirrel 
infiltration. The Isle of Wight has around 3,500ha of woodland which should carry approximately 
3000 red squirrels.  Numbers fluctuate annually according to the success or failure of the autumn 
seed crop.  They also fluctuate seasonally when young are born. 
 
Between June 2000 and December 2006, 307 post mortem examinations have been carried out on 
the Island’s red squirrels.  Between 2002 and 2004, 51 of these animals showed signs of pathology 
and samples were taken for histological examination.  Some were natural deaths but the majority 
had been killed by road traffic or some other form of trauma.  The squirrels were categorised into 
juvenile, subadult or adult on the basis of weight, dentition, body dimensions and observer experi-
ence.  Unfortunately, 2 sets of tissue samples were autolysed and had to be discarded, leaving 49 
samples for the laboratory. Various histological techniques were used in order to discover the 
cause of observed tissue damage.   
 
The lung sections from the 49 samples revealed many lesions consistent with death due to trauma, 
including congestion, emphysema, atelectasis*, thickened alveolar*** walls, thrombosed blood 
vessels and haemorrhage.  Large protozoal-type schizonts**  (groups of cells. See Fig 1) were 
present in the lungs of 18 squirrels (37 per cent), sometimes in very large numbers.  The schizonts 
were ovoid and in various stages of development.  The majority were in the alveolar walls and 
many within the capillaries.   Generally, there appeared to be minimal inflammatory response to 
the schizonts, although in several cases the alveolar walls were thickened and there was evidence 
of oedema and fibrosis. 
 
DNA extracted from the lungs containing schizonts was amplified and nucleotide sequencing 
showed the parasite to be a species of Hepatozoon***.* This was confirmed by immunohisto-
chemistry. 
 
The prevalence of infection with Hepatozoon species was different in squirrels of different ages.  It 
was noticeable that none of the 5 juveniles examined carried the infection but there were schizonts 
in 7 of the 11 subadults and 11 of the 33 adults.  There was a significantly higher prevalence of 
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infection in the 12 squirrels found dead in gardens, 9 of which were infected (75%).  Of the 27 
road traffic accidents, only 7 were infected (26%).   The weight of infection varied greatly and was 
particularly heavy in some cases.   
 
Hepatozoon infections have been found in a range of vertebrate hosts including reptiles, amphibi-
ans, birds and mammals.  Their lifecycle involves an invertebrate vector, often an arthropod, and 
the vertebrate host becomes infected by ingesting the vector.  Schizogony occurs in various tissues 
of the vertebrate host, and gamonts****  are released and infect cells of the haemolymphatic sys-
tem.   The life cycle is completed when arthropods feed on an infected vertebrate host (Smith 
1996). 
 
Hepatozoon species infection in grey squirrels was described in the USA by Herman and Price in 
1954.  The organism was identified by them as Hepatozoon sciuri but later renamed by Clark in 
1958 as Hepatozoon griseisciuri.   Clark described gametocytes in blood samples from 22 of 24 
apparently healthy wild-caught adults and in 19 of 21 young squirrels aged 36 hours to four weeks.  
No schizonts were seen in smears and sections of liver, spleen and bone marrow except in the 36 
hour old animal where they were present in all three tissues.  Lung samples were not examined.   
Clark (1958) also tried to determine the vector and concluded that a gamasid mite commonly 
found in dreys was the natural vector.  Recent studies have shown that a Hepatozoon species, pre-
sumably H griseiscuiri, is a common parasite of grey squirrels in UK (Jawdat 1975, cited in Wat-
kins and Nowell 1991, Britt and Molyneux 1979, Watkins and Nowell 2003). 
 
In England and North America, most authors have not commented on H griseiscuiri species as a 
possible pathogen.  Others, (Clark 1958, Hendricks 1975, Watkins and Nowell 1991, 2003) con-
cluded there was no evidence that it was pathogenic.  On the other hand, Davidson and Calpin 
(1976) described H griseiscuiri infection in association with thickening of the alveolar walls, pul-
monary congestion and other changes similar to those seen in the worst affected cases in the pre-
sent study.  Looking at these two reports together suggests that Hepatozoon species may be patho-
genic to red and grey squirrels. 
 
Of the 18 Isle of Wight squirrels with Hepatozoon species in their lungs, 13 had lesions in other 
organs, including heart, liver, kidney or spleen.  Although many of these lesions did not appear to 
be directly related to the presence of Hepatozoon species, it is possible that the infection may have 
compromised the squirrels’ immune response and allowed other infections such as Toxoplasma 
and Bordetella species to occur. In grey squirrels, Davidson and Calpin (1976) suggested that the 
presence of Hepatozoon species may increase the likelihood of their becoming infected by other 
respiratory diseases and Keymer (1983) reported lesions of pneumonia together with concurrent 
Hepatozoon infection in 3 grey squirrels found dead in Norfolk.  A similar situation may exist with 
reds. 
 
The only previous record of what was probably a Hepatozoon species in a red squirrel was made 
by Coles in 1914.  Two red squirrels had been kept in a cage with two grey squirrels.  The two red 
squirrels died and samples of heart, lung and liver from one were examined.  The cause of death 
was severe toxoplasmosis with concurrent infection by what appears to have been Hepatozoon. It 
is possible that the Hepatozoon infection was contracted from the grey squirrels. 
 
Although Hepatozoon species infection is common in grey squirrels in both England and North 
America, it has not been proved that the same Hepatozoon species infects populations in both 
countries.  Given that grey squirrels are not present on the Isle of Wight, it is possible that the 
Hepatozoon species found in this population of red squirrels is native to them.  Further samples are 
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required in order to establish whether the parasite is present in other red squirrel populations, how 
it is transmitted and if it contributes to their decline. 
 
Reference: 
 
Simpson, V. R., Birtles, R. J., Bown, K. J., Panciera, R. J., Butler, H., Davison, N. (2006) Hepato-
zoon species infection in wild red squirrels (Sciurus vulgaris) on the Isle of Wight. Veterinary Re-
cord 159 202-205 
 
Acknowledgement: 
 
Thanks is due to Mr Vic Simpson of The Wildlife Veterinary Investigation Centre in Cornwall, 
without whose interest and dedication this study would not have been possible. 
 

*Atelectasis: A term used to describe partial or complete collapse of the lung. 

**   Schizogony: The division of cells, especially of protozoans, in nonsexual stages of the life 
history of the organism. 

***Alveolar:  Of the alveolus, the final subdivision of the lung where gas exchange takes place. 

****Hepatozoon:  A genus of coccidian protozoal parasites, in which schizogony occurs in the 
visceral organs. 

*****Gametocyte: A cell capable of dividing to produce gametes, e.g.,sperm or ova.  Synonym: 
gamont.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 1.  Large Hepatozoon species schizont with 7 visible nuclei.  The host cell’s nuclear material 
is displaced to the margin of thecell in this photomicrograph of a section of the lung of a Red 
Squirrel.  
Photograph courtesy of The Veterinary Record. 
 
Author : Helen Butler, P.O. Box 33, Nicholson Road, Ryde, IOW PO33 1BH 



158

Proc.  Isle Wight nat. Hist. archaeol. Soc. 22  (pub 2007) 

RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE IOW COUNCIL GEOLOGICAL COLLECTION 
 

Martin Clive Munt 
 
 

Introduction 
There has always been a steady flow of new material into the Island’s only registered public geo-
logical collection.  New additions to the collection comprise donations, purchases and staff finds.  
It is very pleasing to note the generosity of some collectors and members of the public who have 
made casual finds and are happy to donate them into public ownership. Recently we have in-
creased access to collection information by putting on-line a Type, Figured and Cited Catalogue 
which lists those objects in the collection which have recognised scientific importance. The inten-
tion of this short report is to put into print a few of the interesting finds which have come into the 
museum’s care which may otherwise go un-remarked upon and to act as pointers to what may be 
over-looked as common finds. 
 
Recent Acquisitions 
Plagiolophus sp jaw IWCMS.2005.50 was found in 1983 by National Trust warden Robin Lang 
and donated in 2005. The 5 cm long jaw fragment has four teeth still in place and was found in the 
Bembridge Limestone Formation (Solent Group, Late Eocene) at Prospect Quarry.  Plagiolophus 
is a Late Eocene to Early Oligocene horse, isolated teeth of which are not uncommon in the Lower 
Hamstead Member (Bouldnor Formation: Solent Group) at Bouldnor, but are otherwise rare finds. 
 
Inoceramus sp IWCMS.2005.90 comprising both valves, it is an interesting addition to the collec-
tion. It was found and donated to the collection by Clint Bouwer, from the Upper Greensand For-
mation in Compton Bay. Inoceramid bivalves were abundant during the Late Cretaceous; they 
have great value in correlation as individual species have extensive geographical distributions.  
They are medium to gigantic in size, and often have one valve flat and the other domed. 
 
Goniasterid starfish IWCMS. 2002.218 found by then Assistant Curator Dan Pemberton.  It com-
prises a segment of marginal frame in a small block of Glauconitic Marl (Grey Chalk Subgroup).  
It was found in the broken down remains of a dry-stone wall on the Coastal Footpath near St Law-
rence.  Goniasterids are pentagonal shaped starfish with short arms, but sometimes without arms, 
marginal blocks are rectangular. 
 
Melanoides (Tarebia) acuta (J. Sowerby, 1822) is probably the most common gastropod found in 
the Solent Group, if not the whole of the Isle of Wight. However IWCMS.2003.41 is different, the 
specimen is in a small block of the Insect Limestone of the Bembridge Marls Member (Bouldnor 
Formation: Solent Group).  With the exception of ‘Lymnaea’ spp and planorbid gastropods, mol-
luscs are uncommon in this limestone.  Lymnaea belongs to the pulmonate group of gastropods 
and is therefore an air breathing snail, whereas Melanoides is a gill bearing prosobranch.  It is 
unlikely that Melanoides would have lived for long in what was probably and anoxic lake. 
 
In recent years there have been a number of interesting finds of corals from the Perna Bed (Lower 
Greensand Group), notably at Yaverland.  Denver Fowler donated a specimen of a colonial coral 
similar to Isastrea (IWCMS.2005.20) as did David and George Whisson (IWCMS.2002.54). Other 
finds include solitary mushroom-like corals assigned to the genus Fungiina, two associated speci-
mens were found by the author (IWCMS.2005.46), these corals lived attached to large shells. 
 
The pterosaur Istiodactylus latidens (Seeley, 1901) formerly known as Ornithodesmus latidens has 
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a broad duck-like rostrum. A rostrum fragment in the form of an internal cast preserved as pyrite, 
found on the beach in Compton Bay by Tessa Brooks, probably Vectis Formation (Wealden 
Group) IWCMS.2003.40. 
 
A partial but well persevered specimen of the fish Pachyrhizodus salmoneus (Günther, 1872) was 
found by Oliver Cronin and his family in February 2004 from the Gault Clay Formation at Binnel 
Bay. This donated specimen is in four parts comprising the skull and anterior portion of the body 
(IWCMS.2004.53). 
 
Albert Budden has made some very important finds since coming to live on the Island.  His finds 
include a cycadeoid stem (IWCMS.2005.102), and a new species of fish from the Gault Clay For-
mation (IWCMS.2005.101). 
 
A sandstone cast of a cycadeoid stem IWCMS.2005.53 was donated by Harry Daine.  It probably 
originated from the Sandrock Formation (Lower Greensand Group) and was found in Binnel Bay. 
Harry also donated a trace fossil from the Carstone (IWCMS.2005.40). 
 
Mollusc shells record the life history of the animal: drill holes in bivalve and gastropod shells indi-
cate predation by naticid or muricid gastropods, the peeling of gastropod apertures, attack by 
crabs. Typically gastropod shells will show laminar shell growth caused by the slowing down of 
whorl expansion in maturity.  Granulolabium plicatum (Bruguière, 1792) is an abundant po-
tamidid gastropod in the Cranmore Member (Bouldnor Formation: Solent Group). 
IWCMS.2002.59 found by former Assistant Curator Dan Pemberton is an unusual example of  
G. plicatum, showing eccentric growth.  
 
Eccentric growth pattern is seen occasionally in G. plicatum and also in large specimens of the 
potamidid Tympanotonos (Eotympanotonos) funatum (Mantell, 1822) var. from the Bembridge 
Marls (Bouldnor Formation: Solent Group).  Examination of the surface of the shells has revealed 
the pattern of the plates of barnacles of Balanus sp. Barnacle infestation of the shells was evidently 
in vivo as whorl growth eventually surrounded the barnacle, generating the growth eccentricity. 
  
Crabs are well known from the London Clay Formation (Thames Group).  IWCMS.2002.232 is a 
good example, though preserved in pyrites.  It was found and donated by Dominic Ward. 
 

 
 

Conclusion 
It is always pleasing to report interesting new finds, clearly spectacular and rare finds of dinosaurs 
readily grab headlines. The find, which attracted most media attention, was that of the new form of 
ornithocheirid Caulkicephalus trimicrodon Steel et al 2005. First brought to the museum by Gavin 
Leng and then added to by John Winch, Martin New, Dan Davies, Lorna Steel and the author. This 
pterosaur was found in the Wessex formation at Yaverland. It was the subject of a Channel 4 docu-
mentary based loosely around events. If the documentary reported what actual events the story 
would have been a far greater. However, it is the smaller finds which form the core of collections, 
and such finds can very often inform us much more about the past.  
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  MOTHS RECORDED DURING 2006 INCLUDING ONE MACRO NEW TO BRITAIN 
                     

S.Knill-Jones 
 
       With one specimen new to Britain, four new County records and five new Vice County re-
cords, 2006 proved to be the best year in living memory for moths on the Isle of Wight. 
       Nationally. 2006 was the warmest  year since records  began with July and September being 
the warmest months ever. October was also one of the warmest on record. The  rainfall at Fresh-
water was about average for the year with the three wettest months being October (ll8.9mm), No-
vember (ll7.8mm) and December (l04.8mm.). June was the driest month of the year with 3.1mm 
rainfall and January was the second driest month with (19.3mm) rainfall. The Winter of 2005-2006 
was also extremely dry and hose pipe bans were in force throughout many southern counties dur-
ing the Summer. 
      The year started well when on 3 Feb, I had a telephone call from Dave Dana saying that he had 
found a cocoon on some Columbian bananas which he had purchased at Morrisons in Lake. He 
brought it over that same day and I suggested that it was probably the Banana Stowaway Anti-
chloris eriphia (Fabr,). The moth emerged two days later and it was indeed an example of this 
species and is a new County record. A Hummingbird Hawk-Moth Macroglossum atellatarum 
(Linn.) was seen at Newport on 15 Jan, which is further evidence that this species now over-
winters in this country. 
      On 11 Sept, I caught a moth which was unfamiliar to me and I identified it as the Alchymist 
Catephia alohymista (D & S.). At  the  end of the month Steve Pittis  visited me  and on seeing the 
moth he thought that  it  was slightly different to the Alchymists he had from the continent. He 
photographed my specimen, and e-mailed it to Martin Honey at the British Natural History Mu-
seum in London who confirmed that it was an example of Aedia leucomelas (Linn.), a species new 
to Britain. An English name, the Sorcerer, was suggested to me by Bernard Skinner and I hope that 
this name will be adopted. 
This was the start of my best week ever for rare migrants as on the following night 12 Sept, I re-
corded the Passenger Dysgonia (Linn.) at Totland which is a new County record. 
James  Halsey took a female Porters Rustic Athetis hospes (Freyer) at Bonchurch on 19 Aug from 
which he bred over fifty examples This is a new County record. He also took the rare migrant 
Pyralid  Catoptria verellus (Zinck) on 18 July at Bonchurch which is new to the Isle of Wight. 
Bernard Skinner paid a visit to the Island at the end of October. Apart from the Oak Rustic 
Dryobota_labecula (Esper), he took the Crimson Speckled Footman Utetheisa pulchell (Linn.) at  
Bonchurch on 26 Oct which is the first record for the Island since l88l. On 27 Oct, He took the 
Slender Burnished Brass Diachysia orichalcea. (Fabr.) at Totland which is only the fourth Island 
record. On 28 Oct he recorded the fourth Island record of the Red-headed Chestnut Conistra eryth-
rocephala at Bonchurch, 
On 22 Dec David Biggs found some mines on Pellitory-of-the-Wall Parietaria diffusa at  Shanklin 
and a few days later at  Steephill Cove, which he believed to be Cosmopterix pulchrimella. He sent 
some tenanted mines to John Langmaid and he confirmed that it  was this species which is a new 
County record. This species was first recorded from a moth trap on 13 Oct O1 in Dorset , then 
Guernsey on 6 Oct 02 and Cornwall in Jan 2004. 
 
There are four other vice-county records which are new to the Island which I give  
below :- 
 
Langmaid's  Yellow Underwing Noctus janthina (Borkh.)  
Taken at Bonchurch on 26 July  by James Halsey, 
 



162

MOTHS RECORDED DURING 2006 INC ONE MACRO NEW TO BRITAIN 

 
 
24 June at Totland by Sam Knill-Jones  
 
Cochylis molliculana, (Zell. )  
On 5 Aug at Parkhurst by Tim Norris &. Sam Knill -Jones .  
 
Coleophora albidella (D.& S.)  
One case found by Tim Norris on 5 Aug Ningwood Common, 
 
Other rare migrants recorded are given below :— 
 
Small Marbled Eublemma parva (Hb.). 
Bonchurch 13 June & Totland 7 Aug. 
 
Great Brocade Eurois occulta (Linn.) .  
Two at Totland on 5 Aug, Bonchurch  5, 8 & 14.Aug 
 
Oak Processionary Thaumetopoea processionea(Linn.)  
Bonchurch on 19 Aug. 
 
 Portland Ribbon Wave Idaea degeraria (Hb.) 
 Bonchurch on 1 & 6 Sept.  
 
Blue Underwing Catocala fraxini(Linn.).  
Totland on 15 Sept & Bonchurch on  4 & 16 Sept. 
 
Psammotis pulveralis (Hubn.).  
Two on 20 July & one on 23 July  at Totland.  
 
Antigastra catalaunalis (Dup.) 
 At Totland on  14, 23 & 25 Sept. and 13 Oct.   
 
Sitochroa palealis (D.&S.).  
One on 7 July at Totland  
 
Ancylosis oblitella (Zell.).  
At Totland on 1, 2 (Two),3 July  & 5 Aug.  
 
It was the best year ever for the Delicate Mythimna vitellina.(Hb.) (640 records), the Scarce Bor-
dered Straw Heliothis armigera (Hb.), 670 records, the Bordered Straw He1iothis peltigera (D.& 
S.) and the Ni Moth Trichoplusoa ni(Hb.) with fourteen records. 
The Bloxworth. Snout Hypena obsitalis(Hb.) with five records, the Tree-lichen Beauty Cryphia 
algae(Fabr.) with nine records, Clancy's Rustic Platyperigea kadenii with over sixty records and 
the Oak Rustic Dryobota labecula with over fifty records are all now firmly established along the 
south coast of the Island. 
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Other records of note are given below :— 
 
 
Pyrausta nigrata (Scop.) 
Tony Steele found a colony of this species at Monkham Copse in May 2002 which was confirmed 
from photographs this year.  
 
Old Lady Mormo 9  Sept and at Ventnor on 25 Aug.  
 
Archips rosana(Linn).  
At Totland on 13 June which is the first record since 1969. 
 
Caloptilia alchimella  (Soop.).    
14-3-05 &  17-4-06 at  Totland.   Confirmation  that this  species   is now present  on the  Island. 
 
Epinotia immundana  (Fisch. & Rosl.).  
At Totland, on 8 Aug which happens to be the  first  record for the Island since  1933. 
 
Nemophora minimella . (D & S._).   
This species was recorded at Monkham Copse on 5 Aug and is the first Island record since 1933. 
 
Hyles livoraica (Esper.) 
There were ten records of the Striped Hawk  from Ventnor, Bonchurch and Totland in June, and 
September and James Halsey successfully bred this species from ovae deposited by two females 
that he took on 14 June. This has only rarely been achieved in this country and the three stages  are  
included in the  plate.  
 
Trichopteryx polycommata (D&S)   
Four Larvae of the Barred Tooth-strip were beaten from Wild Privet Ligustrum vulgare on West 
High Down in May from which pupae were obtained and these should emerge in March 2007. It 
seems that this species is established on West High Down which is excellent news as it is referred 
to as Notable in the Red Data Book. 
 
Diaphora mendica (Clerok ) 
A very out of season Muslin Moth  was recorded at Bonchurch on 7 Nov. This is usually a Spring 
species emerging in April and May. 
 
2006 was certainly an historic year for rarities. Apart from being the warmest year since records 
began it must also have been the latest  leaf fall in living memory. There were still leaves on Oaks, 
Quercus sp., Elms Ulmus sp., Birches Betula sp. and Sallows Salix sp. at the beginning of Decem-
ber and on some Willows Salix sp. in Freshwater at the beginning of January 2007, I also had ripe 
Raspberries  Rubus idaeus In my garden in January 2007 which was  recorded in the local press. 
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Striped Hawk  
Hyles livoraica 

Rare Island Spider  Araneus angulatus 
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RARE ISLAND SPIDER RECORD 
 

Dr Colin Pope 
 
In late July, Mark Coventry discovered a distinctively marked spider in one of his meadows at 
Luton Farm, Northwood (SZ4892). He sent the specimen to Peter Harvey, an expert from Essex, 
for identification. He was able to confirm its identity as an adult female Araneus angulatus, the 
first Island record. This is a rare species with fewer than 20 post-1992 records, largely confined to 
the south coastal counties of England. Peter Harvey states that the species will probably be classi-
fied as Nationally Scarce / Notable, but this would be based on out of date information used for a 
1990 review.  
 
Author: C.R.Pope, 14 High Park Rd., Ryde, I.W.  PO33 1BP 
 
Footnote: This may not be the first record for the Island. It is recorded from Bouldnor and Ning-
wood Common by William Falkner  (Proc: Isle Wight nat. Hist. Archaeol Soc. Vol 2, Pt 2, P 118, 
(1931). There is also an unconfirmed record by David Biggs from Bouldner Copse on 24.08.91. 
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ODONATA RECORDS FOR 2006 

J M Cheverton 

Fewer observers rendered reports than in most years making comparisons of annual totals for indi-
vidual species a little difficult. However, for most damselfly species it was a disappointing year. 
The exceptions were Calopteryx virgo, the Beautiful Damselfly, with the largest number logged 
since recording commenced in 1978, and Calopteryx splendens, the Banded Damselfly, that had 
the best year since 2000. Additionally, there was a welcome increase in the number recorded of 
Erythromma najas, the Red-eyed Damselfly, a recent addition to the Island’s list. 

Most species of dragonflies were recorded in large numbers, the exceptions being Aeshna cyanea, 
the Southern Hawker, and Libellula depressa, the Broad-bodied Chaser, which were either missed 
by observers or had a particularly poor year. Both Aeshna mixta, the Migrant Hawker, and 
Orthetrum coerulescens, the Keeled Skimmer, were noted in the highest numbers since systematic 
recording began while exceptional numbers of the usually scarce migrant Sympetrum  fonscolom-
bii, the Red-veined Darter, were seen. Another scarce migrant Sympetrum flaveolum, the Yellow-
winged Darter, was also seen, albeit singly. 

Systematic List 
Calopteryx virgo  (Beautiful Demoiselle) 
The total number recorded this year was 174, the largest since the first were recorded in 1989. 
Most were seen at “Wild Tracts”, Shalfleet (SZ4189), the first on 8th June (VG) and the last on 21st 
August (VG), but a few were recorded along the Caul Bourne between Shalfleet and Homestead 
Farm (SZ4188) and one stray male in a garden at Gurnard (SZ476954) on 16th July (DTB). 
 
Calopteryx splendens  (Banded Demoiselle)                                                                                     
The total number recorded was 285, the highest since 2001. The first was seen at Merstone Fishing 
Lake (SZ533838) on 23rd May (DD) and the last at Hale Manor Farm (SZ536841) on 22nd August 
(DD). An unusual sighting was that of a female flying along a main road at Bonchurch (SZ5778) 
on 17th July (DT).  
 
Lestes sponsa  (Emerald Damselfly)                                                                                                                                                                                            
The total number recorded was 54 with the first at Lessland (SZ545828) on 6th July (DD) and the 
last at Cridmore Bog pond (SZ499821) on 7th August (DD).     
                                                                                
Platycnemis pennipes  (White-legged Damselfly)                                                                               
None have been  reported since 1992.     
                                                                                                        
Pyrrhosoma nymphula  (Large Red Damselfly)                                                                                     
This species had a much better year with 226 recorded. The first were seen in a field at Parkhurst 
Forest (SZ470913) on 26th April (DD) and the last on a cliff ledge at Chale Bay  (SZ4777) on 22nd 
July (DD). 
 
Ischnura elegans  (Blue-tailed Damselfly) 
There was a return towards the ten-year average of 943 with a total of 867 recorded.  The first was 
seen in a garden at Shanklin (SZ576810) on 7th May (JMC) and the last at Merstone Fishing Lake 
on 8th September (DD). 
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Enallagma cyathigerum (Common Blue Damselfly)  
This species remains widespread and common but the total seen was lower than last year with 
3735 individuals reported, a reduction of 934, possibly due to fewer observers. The first, approxi-
mately 40, were seen at Hale Manor Farm (SZ540851) on 2nd June (DD) and the last at Thorness 
Marsh (SZ459932) on 21st September (DD).   
                                         
Coenagrion pulchellum  (Variable Damselfly)                                                                                 
None have been reported since 1997. 
 
Coenagrion puella (Azure Damselfly) 
The total number recorded was 1004, considerably less than the ten-year average of 1805 but pos-
sibly partly due to reduced observer coverage. The first was seen in woodland at Clamerkin 
(SZ438908) on 4th May (DD) and the last at Thorness Marsh (SZ459932) on 16th August (DD). 
 
Erythromma viridulum (Small Red-eyed Damselfly) 
After a record year in 2005 there was a low count of 705, a little less than the six-year average of 
723. The first were seen at Brockley Barns, Alvington Manor Farm (SZ474887), on 30th June 
(DD) and the last at Merstone Fishing Lakes (SZ533838) on 8th September (DD).  
                         
Erythromma najas  (Red-eyed Damselfly) 
After the first sighting in 2001 this species continues to spread in larger numbers each year and it 
now seems unlikely that it was overlooked in the past. There were 104 sightings this year.                                                    
The first were seen at Hale Manor Farm (SZ540851) on 2nd June (DD) and the last at the same 
locality on 21st August (DD).   
                                                                                  
Brachytron pratense  (Hairy Dragonfly) 
None were reported this year.   
                                   
Aeshna juncea (Common Hawker)             
None were reported this year      
 
Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker) 
The only record this year was of one was seen in Nodes road at Northwood (SZ487941) on 28th 
July (MC).                 
. 
Aeshna cyanea  (Southern Hawker) 
After recovering last year this species had another poor year with only 88 reported, well below the 
ten-year average of 124. The first was seen in a garden at Wroxall (SZ551802) on 25th June (DD) 
and the last in the same locality on 24th October (DD).                     
 
Aeshna mixta  (Migrant Hawker) 
A very good year with 355 individuals reported, the highest number since recording commenced 
in 1979. The first was seen in a garden at Wroxall (SZ551802) on 24th July (DD) and the last at St 
Helen’s Millpond (SZ6388) on 29th October (JMC).                              
 
Anax imperator  (Emperor Dragonfly) 
A good year with a total of 187 recorded, well above the ten-year average of 168. The first was 
seen at Springwood Cemetery (SZ561837) on 5th June (MC) and the last, a male, at “Wild Tracts”, 
Shalfleet (SZ4189) on 29th September (VG).                                          
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Cordulegaster boltonii (Golden-ringed Dragonfly) 
An excellent year with 101 recorded, almost as many as recorded in 2003, the survey year. The 
first were seen at “Wild Tracts” (SZ4189) on 9th June (VG) the last, a female, at Haseley Manor 
(SZ547857) on 28th August (AR).                                                                                     . 
 
Libellula depressa (Broad-bodied Chaser) 
The number recorded was 73, not greatly different from last year and still below the 10-year aver-
age of 98. The first was seen in woodland at Clamerkin (SZ438908) on 4th May (DD) and the last 
at Hale Manor Farm (SZ539847) on 24th July (DD)..                                
 
Libellula quadrimaculata (Four-spotted Chaser) 
Only one was recorded, at Haseley Manor (SZ547857) on 6th June (AR), well away from the usual 
locality.  
 
Orthetrum coerulescens (Keeled Skimmer) 
As a result of a further increase in the number of visits to the cliffs in the Chale Bay area, the 204 
individuals recorded this year was the largest number seen since the colony was rediscovered by 
BJ Angell in 1983. The first, two males and seven females, were seen by the Walpen Chine foot-
path (SZ4777) on 17th June (DTB, JMC) and the last (12) at Whale Chine cliffs (SZ467784) on  
28th July (DD).                                                                       
 
Orthetrum cancellatum (Black-tailed Skimmer) 
Another good year with 459 individuals reported, the second highest number since 1978. The first 
was seen at Haseley Manor (SZ547857) on 6th June (DD) and the last at Holliers lower marsh 
(SZ552834) on 6th September (DD).                                                . 
 
Sympetrum flaveolum (Yellow-winged Darter) 
One of these scarce migrants was seen at Whitecliff Bay (SZ638859) on 19th July (DD). This was 
the seventh record since the first was recorded by the late Oliver Frazer in 1955. 
 
Sympetrum fonscolombii (Red-veined Darter) 
There was an astonishing total of 35 records of this scarce migrant. Three were seen at Meadow 
Farm reservoir (SZ544831) on 28th June (DD), 22 at Leycroft Farm reservoir (SZ452807) on 2nd 
July (DD) and 10 males in the same locality on 3rd July (KM).                                                  
 
 
Sympetrum striolatum (Common Darter) 
The total number of 431 recorded this year was well below the 10-year average of 602. The first, a 
male in a garden at Gurnard (SZ476954) and a female at Ningwood Common (SZ3989), were seen 
on 4th May (DTB). This is the earliest date yet recorded on the Island for this species, the previous 
being 30th May in 2001. The last was recorded at Rofford Marsh (SZ3689) on 5th November 
(JMC).  
 
Sympetrum sanguineum (Ruddy Darter)   
A much better year with 148 individuals recorded. The first was one at Meadow Farm reservoir 
(SZ544831) on 28th June (DD) with four males at “Wild Tracts” (SZ416894) on the same day 
(VG). The exceptionally large number of 44 was counted at Bouldnor Forest (SZ380902) on 8th 
August (DD) and the last was seen at Thorness Marshes (SZ458936) on 21st September (DD).                                                                         
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ISLE OF WIGHT BUTTERFLY RECORDS FOR 2006 
 

Andy Butler 
 

Species account. 
NB. Many records come from transects which are obtained by a recorder walking the same set 
route through a site once a week from April to September. The number of each species seen on 
that route is recorded. An annual index is the sum total of all records for each individual species 
thus derived. Annual totals and annual indices are  one and the same. First and last dates are given 
only where considered appropriate. 
 
Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris 
This species is probably under recorded in the Island but is widespread and found right across our 
area wherever its favoured habitat of tall grasses flourishes. Unimproved rough grassland, wood-
land clearings and the lower regions of chalk downs are all colonised by this insect. Peak emer-
gence of this single generation butterfly occurs in July and although most colonies are usually 
fairly small individuals can occasionally be extremely numerous such as the sighting of over 200 
at Lake on 9 July by DAB. The Small Skipper is expanding its range on a national basis probably 
due to climate change and as its life cycle is unaffected by summer droughts (the larvae hibernate 
immediately after hatching and are thus not reliant on food plant quality) it is coping well with 
changing conditions. It is not under any particular threat other than habitat loss and is almost cer-
tainly more numerous than records indicate. The annual index for the Whippingham Fields tran-
sect was 578 (JR), a new record high but the numbers at Parkhurst seem to be going against the 
trend and declining (JR). Transects at Newtown have shown an increase of 125% over the last five 
years (PLM). The first of this species was seen on the early date of 15 June at Coombe Bottom 
(NT) and the last were at Totland (SK-J) and Brading (DAB) on 4 August. 
 
Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola 
There are very few records of Essex Skipper for the Island due to the difficulty of identification, as 
it is almost impossible to tell it apart from Small Skipper without netting the insect first and many 
observers do not do this. However, in the last few years this butterfly has been positively identified 
at a number of sites throughout the Island and is increasing its range. The first main colony was 
discovered in 2001 in the Shalcombe/Wellow Down area and since then 6 more sites have been 
found including Branstone Cross near Sandown, Redcliff, Atherfield, Bembridge Marsh and 
Wheelers Bay. Nationally this butterfly is expanding its range more than any other and this is ob-
viously happening on the Island. The first was seen at Wheelers Bay on 5 July (DT) and this was 
soon followed by a few records from the sites previously mentioned. 
 
Large Skipper Ochlodes faunus 
Another widespread skipper but not nearly so numerous as the Small Skipper. Favouring ,as it 
does, rough grassland, scrubby areas, sheltered sea cliffs, road sides and woodland the expectation 
would be that this species should be thriving but records show that this is not so. There is no clear 
reason why this is and most recorders are in fact reporting a slow but steady decline in the num-
bers of this insect. The only real exception comes from the Newtown transects where PLM has 
noticed a small increase over the last 5 years. The Coombe Bottom and Bonchurch Down transects 
recorded only single figure annual totals for the year (NT). JR noted what he calls a ‘continuous 
rapid decline’ at Parkhurst Forest and only an average year at Whippingham Fields where he also 
recorded the first of the year on 27 May. The last was seen by DAB on the 19 August at Brading 
Quarries. Quite clearly this is a species that was once very abundant and has now reached a stage 
of being just common and the situation is slowly getting worse by the year. 
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Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 
Although this skipper is widespread throughout Britain and Ireland its strongholds are in the south 
of England most notably Hampshire, Wiltshire, Surrey and Sussex and it would be assumed that 
the Isle of Wight would similarly have many thriving colonies but this is not the case and appears 
never to have been so. With a few exceptions numbers in the Island have always been recorded in 
low, normally single figures and the situation locally is definitely one of decline much as is hap-
pening nationally. This butterfly’s larval food plant is usually Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus 
corniculatus or Horseshoe Vetch Hippocrepis comosa both of which are found growing abun-
dantly in the Island and its  favoured habitats are chalk downland, woodland rides, coastal cliffs 
and undercliffs and waste ground of which there is no shortage right across our area. There ap-
pears to be no specific reason why this butterfly should be losing ground so rapidly but the few 
records sent in for 2006 only go to confirm a decline. The first seen this year was at Castle Cove 
near Steephill on 10 May (AW); a total of only 17 were seen by DAB all year and JR reported 
only 1 on transect at Whippingham Fields. The most seen at any one time was 8 on Brook Down 
on 10 June (PC) which also is the last record. 
 
Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae 
The principal larval foodplants of this skipper are usually members of the Rosaceae such as Wild 
Strawberry Fragaria vesca, Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria and Creeping Cinquefoil Potentilla 
reptans. These plants are all widespread across the Island and the distribution of this skipper thus 
follows suit but usually in low numbers. Downland and woodland rides are where it is found most 
commonly but it does seem to be very slowly declining. JR reports that it is now lost from Whip-
pingham Fields and only 6 were seen in the Parkhurst NW transect in 2006 compared with 83 in 
2000. The vast majority of records came from north of the central ridge and a sighting in the South 
Wight area is unusual; this year one was seen on the Bonchurch Down transect on 29 June (NT). 
The only high count came from Monkham Copse with 26 on 14 May (CD) an unusual occurrence. 
The first seen this year was on Afton Down on 22 April (SK-J). 
 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
Up to less than a decade ago, a number of years could go by without any Clouded Yellow being 
recorded at all but now there are at least a few seen every year and, with more frequency, good 
numbers recorded in most years. 2006 will go down as an excellent year with some very high to-
tals and the butterfly observed right across the Island. A wide range of leguminous plants are used 
as larval food plants and if this predominantly migrant butterfly reaches our shores early in the 
year and breeds, then the migrant numbers occurring later in the summer are augmented by this 
resultant  emergence, which is what occurred this year. The first record was on 16 April at St Cath-
erines Point (DT) followed by a scattering of sightings from coastal sites throughout early May 
and into June. By the middle of July numbers increased dramatically and this was due to local 
emergence as well as continuing cross channel migration. To illustrate this point, a 40 acre field in 
Brighstone sparsely sown with Rye Grass Lolium sp and with White Clover Trifolium repens un-
der, had Clouded Yellow recorded in it in low numbers in the Spring but in the last weeks of July 
was full of the emerging progeny of this initial colonisation. On 20 July A&EB recorded a mini-
mum of 200 at any one time in the field and these in turn were pairing and laying eggs. There 
would doubtless have been further examples at other suitable sites throughout this period. The fine 
weather through the autumn also saw local emergence as well as continuing immigration. DD re-
ported Clouded Yellow at sites along the coast up to 14 October and there were many records right 
into November with the last one at Wheelers Bay on 28 November (A&EB). There were just a few 
records of the pale female form ‘helice’. Although it is almost certain that this butterfly now over-
winters in the Island in the larval stage, there is still no definite proof.  
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Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
Alder Buckthorn Frangula alnus is the principal larval foodplant for this butterfly and as this plant 
is fairly scarce on the Island it could be then assumed that the butterfly would be quite rare here 
but the contrary is true and it is, in fact, well distributed through the Island. Surprisingly, it is often 
recorded along the coastal strip in the South Wight area thus showing its ability to move well away 
from its foodplant range. The first sighting in 2006 was at Brading on 13 March (DAB) followed 
by one on  19 March at Parkhurst (KM). JR recorded a total of 303 from all his Parkhurst transects 
and commented that this was just an average year. Similarly VG recorded an average year at 
Shalfleet as did DAB at Brading. The last of the year was at Shalfleet on 28 November (VG). This 
is a butterfly that appears to have a stable population and it is worth noting that it is one of the 
easiest to help as far as conservation measures are concerned. The answer is just plant a few Alder 
Buckthorn in any suitable area and the Brimstone will seek them out. 
 
Large White Pieris brassicae 
This abundant migrant and resident had a typical year with small numbers recorded early on and 
the usual increase in mid-summer which was of record proportions at some sites. At Whippingham 
Fields all previous records were broken with an annual index of 506 (JR), DAB reported record 
numbers at Brighstone in the summer but VG commented that the population at Shalfleet was only 
average but stable, relatively unchanged over the last 15 years. The first Large White was seen at 
Parkhurst on 22 April (JR) and the last was seen flying south out to sea off Ventnor on 9 Novem-
ber, a very late date (A&EB). An unusual occurrence this year was the sighting of a Large White 
flying round the interior of the Iceland store at Ryde on 24 February (Pauline Peach).  
 
Small White Pieris rapae 
First recorded at Wheelers Bay on 12 April (DH) this butterfly had mixed fortunes in 2006. DAB 
reported an excellent year at Brading boosted by a large influx on 15 July giving numbers of over 
100 and VG noted a good year at Shalfleet but found many parasitised larvae. A very slow start at 
Whippingham Fields eventually resulted in a record  annual index of 441 but Parkhurst and Wood-
house Copse transects were only average (all JR). The last of the year was at Afton Down on 18 
September (SK-J). 
 
Green-veined White Pieris napi 
Most recorders considered that this butterfly had a poor year or at the best ‘average’. The only 
exception was at Newtown where PLM recorded a large increase in numbers; in fact over the last 
5 years this insect has been increasing there every year with 2006 the best so far. The first was 
seen at Totland on 18 April (SK-J) and the last at Barton Manor on 3 October (DTB). This is a 
much overlooked species and probably under-recorded but the trend seems to be one of a very 
slow decline. It is a resident, not migratory, and found right across the Island in a variety of habi-
tats.  
 
Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines 
Although nationally the trend for this species is one of expansion and paradoxically perhaps a very 
slow decline, here in the Island it is definitely not doing so well. JR reported one of the worst years 
ever at Whippingham Fields, Woodhouse Copse and Parkhurst Forest, DAB had an average year 
at Brading and VG reported a poor year at Shalfleet. PLM commented at Newtown that 2006 was 
not particularly good and the 5 year average was showing a gradual decrease. These observations 
are echoed by most of the other recorders. The reason for the decline is, as usual, not clear but the 
poor spring weather experienced over the last few years may not have helped. Although the main 
larval foodplant is usually Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis which is not a particularly common 
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flower on the Island it has been noted that this butterfly is making more and more use of  
Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata of which there is plenty, especially alongside roadside verges, so 
the cutting time of these verges is significant. The first record for 2006 was on 17 April at Bon-
church (DT) and, going against the trend, it is encouraging to report an annual total of 50 in a gar-
den at Wheelers Bay between 18 April and 12 June (A&EB). 
 
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
Very few records of this much over looked species are received so it is not easy to judge its status 
on the Island. On some sites ‘average’ sums up 2006 but in Whippingham Fields JR reported a 
record year with 14 seen up to 11 June and a late single one month later on the 14 July. A few sin-
gle figure records came in from the chalk downlands much as would be expected. However  DAB 
who noted a decrease at Brading Down. The first was seen on High Down on 27 April(SK-J). 
 
Brown Hairstreak Thecla betulae 
The last confirmed records for the Island were in the 1960s & 1970s but there have been a few 
sightings since but with no definite proof of identification. In 2004 Jill Mears recorded an adult at 
Coombe Bottom, Ventnor and in 2006 another adult was seen in the Porchfield area on 28 Septem-
ber (BA). This still did not amount to proof positive however, as no photographs were taken. This 
winter (2006/7) PLM and BA have both discovered the eggs of this species in the Newtown and 
Porchfield area. Photographs prove their identification as correct so we now know this butterfly is 
still extant in the Island. 
 
Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus 
This is yet another under recorded butterfly; it is found almost exclusively on Oak trees Quercus 
sp and usually inhabiting the crown of the tree where it is therefore quite difficult to survey. Most 
observers report only low numbers of this species and it is quite probable that this butterfly is 
slowly declining in the Island but this is impossible to confirm. JR reported a reasonably good year 
at Whippingham Fields with a total of 58 seen up to the 25 August but a disastrous year at Wood-
house Copse with a total of only 8 and a poor to average year at Parkhurst Forest with only 41 
sightings. PLM had the only good news with a small increase recorded over the last 5 years at 
Newtown but 2006 was not the best year. An unusual sighting of 5 on Bramble flowers Rubus sp 
at Clamerkin Farm on 15 July (BR) is out of the ordinary. 
 
White-Letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album 
Relying exclusively on Elm Ulmus sp as its larval foodplant this butterfly has therefore had prob-
lems surviving due to the spread of Dutch Elm Disease. Adapting to the changing conditions of 
loss of mature Elm and the emergence of thousands of Elm suckers this species has seen its popu-
lation density fluctuate markedly. From the few records sent in for 2006 the general impression is 
that the butterfly is fairly wide- spread where the food plant is available but numbers are low. The 
White-Letter Hairstreak could also be expanding its range in the Island with reports from new sites 
but this could also be interpreted as increased observer coverage. The first of the year was a newly 
emerged specimen in a garden at Wheelers Bay on the 15 July and 2 in Bonchurch Landslip on the 
same day (both A&EB). DT recorded the insect in his garden at Bonchurch in July and also around 
Bonchurch Pond. VG noted that Elm suckers at her site at Shalfleet were dying off when about 2 
metres high or less, a worrying observation. In the north of the Island at Newtown PLM recorded a 
possible slight increase over the last 5 years. A previously unknown colony was found on the 
lower slopes of Tennyson Down by CD where she recorded 5 adults on the 8 July and 3 on the 16 
July. The difficulty of actually seeing this particular butterfly and confirming its identification 
makes it extremely difficult to confirm its true status in the Island.  
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Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
This conspicuous little butterfly is found right across our area in a variety of habitats ranging from 
chalk downland to heathland, coastal undercliffs, woodland, gardens and churchyards. 2006 can be 
deemed a good year for this species with some record numbers being logged. JW had an unsur-
passed 633 for the annual total at Whippingham Fields but conversely a very poor count of only 45 
at Parkhurst. It was an excellent year at Shalfleet (VG) and likewise at Bonchurch Down (NT). 
Some recorders commented that numbers were just average but taken overall most counts were 
higher than usual. The first of the year were at Osborne on the 5 May (DTB) and Bonchurch Down 
on the same date (DD). The last was at Whippingham on 29 October (JR). 
 
Small Blue Cupido minimus 
Not many records were received for this species so it is impossible to judge how it fared during the 
year. The first to be seen was on 11 May at Afton Down (SK-J) and Compton Down on the same 
date (DH). There were then a few records from this latter site plus 2 on 4 June at Mountjoy Ceme-
tery and 2 at Brook Quarry on 10 June (both KM). The last report was a single from Afton Down 
on 14 July (SK-J). 
 
Brown Argus Aricia agestis 
First seen on Afton Down on 12 May (SK-J) the Brown Argus went on to be recorded as having 
an above average year from most of its usual locations. DAB reported very good numbers from 
woodland rides in Brighstone Forest eg.over 30 on 25 July and JR noted that although the first 
generation consisted of only 6 individuals at Whippingham Fields the second was excellent to give 
a record annual total of 192 compared with 139 in 2005. PLM has noticed an increase at Newtown 
over the last 5 years with 2006 being the best so far with a total of 34 and the butterfly was also 
seen in Bonchurch Landslip (DT). The general trend is of increasing expansion especially in 
woodland. The last record was from Coombe Bottom on 25 September (NT). 
 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
The hot dry summer weather that appears to be a feature of the way our climate is changing now, 
suits this butterfly admirably but there is a danger that prolonged and very hot periods may cause 
the principal larval foodplant, Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus to shrivel and die 
prematurely, thus depriving the larvae of food at a crucial time. This could possibly happen in the 
future. Most recorders have noted record numbers in 2006, for example JR had an annual index of 
938 for the Whippingham Fields transect and DAB reported increased numbers at Brading Down 
with best day counts of 41 on 3 June and 86 on 1 August. This is a common butterfly and 2006 
was an excellent year for it. The first was seen in Bonchurch Landslip on 10 May (DH) and the 
last at Wheelers Bay on 3 October A&EB). 
 
Chalkhill Blue Polyommatus coridon 
Brading Down is now far and away the most productive recorded site for this butterfly in the Is-
land. DAB reported a staggering index of 4612 for his transect on the down with a highest day 
count of 1274 on 4 August; nowhere else comes anywhere near these numbers. Annual totals for 
Bonchurch Down were 157, Coombe Bottom 378 and Mottistone Down 457 (all NT). At Whip-
pingham Fields JR had a total of 16 which was the highest number he had recorded at this loca-
tion. The first record of the year was on 14 July at Brading (DAB) and the last on 30 September at 
Afton Down (SK-J). 
 
Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus 
The last few years have seen this butterfly expand its range quite dramatically and to do this it has 
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undergone a fundamental change in its behaviour. Long known to be an extremely sedentary spe-
cies and unable to cross even quite low barriers such as hedges or sparse woodland, it has in recent 
years changed its habits and has been recorded many kilometres from known core sites. Small 
numbers have even been noted below the southern coastal cliffs on the Island such as at Wheelers 
Bay and near Steephill Cove. As this butterfly is a chalk downland specialist and its larval food-
plant confined to only one species, Horseshoe Vetch Hippocrepis comosa it is surprising to see 
this rapid expansion. Some sites have been re-colonised due to sympathetic management regimes 
and this is no doubt helping as is also the resurgence in Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus numbers as 
they keep the turf short, another requirement. On Brading Down where the Adonis has returned 
after a long absence DAB reports a slow rise every year and on Bonchurch Down the transect an-
nual index was the best year ever at 507 (NT). Summing up, this butterfly as at 2006, is progress-
ing very well, consolidating core sites and expanding into suitable new territory. The first was seen 
at Brading Down on 28 May (DAB) and the last at Afton Down on 7 September (SK-J), 
 
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
This is the first blue butterfly to emerge each year so a sighting at Newport Harbour on 29 March 
(KM) although not unusual is still quite early for this year due to the prolonged cold spells experi-
enced in February and March. This species is found right across the Island and is able to make use 
of many different habitats especially gardens and many records are thus from these. 2006 was a 
year of average numbers recorded but with a few high counts such as a second generation total at 
Parkhurst of 145 being the best ever (JR). There must have been a third generation this year in-
stead of the usual two as records came in from late in the year, the last being on 1 November at 
Gurnard (DTB). 
 
Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina 
Only one record of 2 adults was received this year from Monkham Copse on 14 May (CD). This is 
a declining species nationally and the past twenty years have seen this trend mirrored in the Island. 
Many colonies are now extinct and the small site at Monkham holds only very low numbers of this 
butterfly. There is possibly a colony still extant on Brook Down but at the moment its location is 
unknown but occasional sightings of single adults may mean it still survives. There is a manage-
ment plan for the Monkham site which if ever put into operation may help this very vunerable but-
terfly to continue and increase. 
 
White Admiral Limenitis camilla 
After an excellent year in 2005 this butterfly went on to a repeat performance in 2006. Record 
numbers were seen at many sites and it is likely that this is another species benefiting from the 
changes in climate that are experienced now plus sympathetic management in woodlands by con-
servation bodies. In Parkhurst Forest JR reported that ‘he had never seen so many and with a peak 
of 142 on 2 June they were virtually the commonest butterfly in the Forest’. An annual count of 
578 up to 6 August made this the best year ever at this site. PLM echoed this at Newtown where 
he has observed a large increase over the last five years and with an annual count of 122, 2006 was 
the best year yet. Due to the hot summer and autumn it is no surprise that a number of second gen-
eration White Admiral were seen; 1 in Locks Farm on 13 September (BA), 1 in Walters Copse on 
15 September (PLM), 1 in Parkhurst Forest on 15th Sept (DD), 1 in Wallishill Copse ( Kings 
Quay) on 17 Sept (DD) and the last of the year on High Down on 25 September (CD). The first of 
the year was at Shalfleet on 18 June (VG). 
 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
The first record this year was of 1 at St Lawrence on 18 January (Sylvia McInnes). After this came 
a few sporadic sightings until May but once into July the butterfly was seen all over the Island in 
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quite reasonable numbers. During August counts of 10+ were quite common but the autumn even-
tually produced spectacular numbers. These would have been the progeny of spring migrants and 
increasingly, overwintering residents. The numbers are boosted all through the year by cross-
channel migrants as this butterfly is still predominantly a migrant species. On the 16 September, 
for example, a steady influx of Red Admirals was seen coming in off the sea at Ventnor (A&EB). 
In October, November and December the butterfly was seen in huge numbers usually on Ivy 
(Hedera helix) all over the Island; the records are too numerous to enumerate with counts of 100+ 
commonplace. 
 
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 
After the poor results last year (2005) this year proved completely the opposite. Of course, this is 
what would be expected of this purely migratory butterfly, a mixture of good years and bad de-
pending on conditions in North Africa whence it originates. There is however, evidence that in 
recent years adults have overwintered in Britain but only in low numbers. The first was seen at 
Wheelers Bay on 19 April (A&EB) and then followed by low numbers through May and early 
June. As this insect can complete its life cycle in as little as one month these early arrivals can 
quickly give rise to good numbers in summer and autumn. The Parkhurst Forest transects gave the 
second best year ever with an annual total of 168 but Whippingham Fields had a record count of 
210, being the highest count since the transect started (JR). Along the south coast counts of over 
30 on most days through July and August were commonplace and the last of the year were seen at 
Ventnor on 2 November (A&EB). 
 
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 
The decline of this butterfly shows no sign of abating and once more only a handful of records 
were received. DAB commented in 2005 that things were so bad surely they could only get better 
but as he says in 2006 ‘ they just got worse’. At Whippingham Fields JR had the worst year yet 
with an annual total of 51 and he also remarked that no larvae were observed on any Nettle Urtica 
dioica beds and the few larvae he did find elsewhere were all parasitised by Sturmia bella which 
he thinks is the primary cause of the decline. BR similarly said that this was his worst year ever. 
The Island population of this butterfly is now very low and in an extremely vunerable state. 
 
Peacock Inachis io 
As this butterfly overwinters in the adult stage it is usual for a few to be seen very early in the year 
if the weather is suitable. This year no early sightings were reported and it was not until 15 March 
that one was seen at Castlehaven (KM) then followed by a few records in April. JR noted very few 
at Woodhouse Copse, a downward trend that started in 2002. His annual index for Whippingham 
Fields was 80 which was about average but at Parkhurst Forest numbers were below average with 
a total of 234. DAB considered it wasn’t a bad year at Brading Down with a best day count of 24 
on 28 July. At Shalfleet a pristine specimen was seen on 20 October (VG). The last of the year was 
1 at Yarmouth on 5 November (DTB). 
 
Comma Polygonia c-album 
Most observers commented that the Comma had an average year in 2006. The first emerged at 
Woodhouse Copse on 18 March (JR) and the transect annual index here was 129, about average. 
Whippingham Fields and Parkhurst Forest gave results similar to last year but at Newtown PLM 
recorded a large increase with his annual total of 93, three times higher than 2005. A very good 
report was of over 20 nectaring on Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica in Walters Copse on 10 Sep-
tember (BA). This must have been a fine sight. The last report of the year was 1 at Shide on 20 
October (DTB). 
 



179

IOW BUTTERFLY RECORDS 2006 

 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene 
No records were received for this butterfly in 2006. NB.this does not mean that it wasn’t seen.  
 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne 
This butterfly is now confined to only one site in the Island in Parkhurst Forest. JR reported that he 
saw a total of 22 in the north east section, 4 in the south west and 1 in the north west making a 
disappointing total of 28. This species is in a very vunerable position and probably cannot survive 
the continual decline in numbers due to the lack of an appropriate management regime. Unless 
something is done soon to rectify this it will be lost as an Island species.  
 
Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja 
Average to above average numbers were recorded along the West Wight Downs which are this 
species` stronghold. DAB had a high total day count of 207 on 27 July between Wellow Down and 
East Afton but most other observers recorded only single figures at most other sites eg. 4 on  
Tennyson Down on 8 July (CD) and 1 on transect at Coombe Bottom on 14 July (NT) and the an-
nual index for the Mottistone Down transect was 28 (NT).  
 
Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia 
Our largest resident species, this spectacular butterfly is more widespread than would be com-
monly thought. An inhabitant of broad-leaved woodland, especially Oak Quercus sp and where its 
larval foodplant, Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana grows, it is confined almost exclusively to 
north of the central east-west chalk ridge. It is found from the area near Haven Street in the east 
and as far west as  Yarmouth. The first record for 2006 was quite early with a single at Woodhouse 
Copse on 3 June (JR) and at this site the annual total of 19 was the highest recorded there ever. 
Parkhurst was above average with a total of 40 (JR) and the Newtown transects gave the best ever 
total of 49 (PLM). The butterfly was also recorded from Rowlands Wood with 1 on the 18 July 
(DD), 10 at Bouldnor Copse on 8 August (DD), Locks Copse, Porchfield (BA) and many sightings 
from Walters Copse at Newtown (mo). There were a few records of the female form valesina from 
most sites.  
 
Glanville fritillary Melitaea cinxia 
The first Glanville emerged at Wheelers Bay on 14 May (A&EB), later than the last few years 
which was probably due to the cold weather during the spring. The butterfly had a good year at 
most sites with a few exceptional day counts such as 202 at Chilton Chine on 15 June (CD) and 
103 at Wheelers Bay on 6 June (A&EB). DAB noted 3 in Rylstone Gardens at Shanklin on 3 June 
and a single at Redcliff on 13 June showing that this site is still supporting the butterfly but in very 
low numbers. At Whippingham JR saw 4 on 17 June, a similar sighting to 2001 perhaps indicating 
a colony somewhere near by. Larval web counts carried out by IWNHAS every year since 1982 
show the usual fluctuations but no really serious overall declines. The last was again at Wheelers 
Bay on 3 July (A&EB). 
 
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 
This shade loving species had an average year in the Island with no exceptional counts although 24 
on Brading Down on 28 July (DAB) was above the norm. It is probable that this is another species 
that is under-recorded as few sightings are sent in. The first was at Clamerkin on 22 April (DT). At 
Whippingham Fields JR had an annual index of 213 which was about average but Parkhurst Forest 
was down at 199, much in line with a continuing decline at this location (JR). At Newtown PLM 
recorded the highest number for ten years with 257 as the annual total, which is encouraging. The 
last was at Shalfleet on 28 October (VG). 
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Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 
Although the Wall was seen right across the Island in a number of differing habitats the numbers 
recorded were only very low. This is a rapidly declining species. It has virtually vanished from 
Hampshire and the Island was thought to be its stronghold but apparently no longer. The un-
doubted strongest population has been at Brading Quarries with quite high returns on the transect 
there in previous years but this year even this site was well down with an annual index of 37 com-
pared to 78 in 2005 (DAB). PLM’s transects at Newtown all showed a decline and JR reported the 
worst year ever at Woodhouse Copse and Whippingham Fields. It is thought that this butterfly is 
very susceptible to temperature fluctuations, especially in the summer, and it may be that it will 
just as rapidly increase if the summer weather continues as it has in recent years. This can only be 
speculation; constant monitoring will show what is happening over the next few years. The first 
Wall was seen at Brighstone on 17 May (DTB) and the last, a third generation at Shalfleet on 8 
October (VG). 
 
Marbled White Melanargia galathea 
A good to average year was the general consensus for this butterfly in 2006. At Whippingham 
Fields a peak of 1260 on 2 July and an annual index of 2492 proved to be the second best year 
ever (JR) but, in contrast, the Parkhurst Forest transect was well below average with a total of only 
548 (JR). DAB recorded a good year at Brading with a best day count of 96 on 8 July. He also saw 
over 100 at Culver Cliff on 15 July. This butterfly continues to be widespread and reasonably 
abundant although some of the downland colonies appear to be decreasing slowly. The first of the 
year was a coastal sighting at Wheelers Bay on 23 June (A&EB) and the last on 11 August on the 
Coombe Bottom transect at Ventnor (NT). 
 
Grayling Hipparchia semele 
This is a rather inconspicuous species and probably overlooked and thus under-recorded. In spite 
of this quite a few records were received this year showing a fairly widespread and healthy popula-
tion in its suitable habitat. The highest numbers came from Mottistone Down where the transect 
annual index was 58 with a best day count of 15 on 12 July (NT). DAB reported single numbers 
along the Tennyson Trail at Brightstone  nectaring on Marjoram Origanum vulgare. It was also 
recorded on the South Wight Downs in low numbers (NT) and at Bleak Down on 3 July which 
was the first record of the year (DD) and also 4 on spoil next to the Wilderness Farm reservoir on 
7 August (DD). On the same date came the highest day count of any site with 38 at Bleak Down 
(DD). An odd sighting was of a single adult in a garden at Bonchurch on 5 August (DT). 
 
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 
With a few exceptions most observers considered this an average year for this butterfly. At Wood-
house Copse however, JR reported the worst year ever and at Whippingham Fields a below aver-
age year and the Parkhurst Forest transects were down by a half with an annual count of 990. Con-
versely, the Newtown transects gave the highest totals yet over a ten year period with 817 (PLM). 
DAB was of the opinion that numbers were slightly down at most sites. This is a common butterfly 
and numbers will fluctuate year to year. Also not every observer bothers to record it. The first was 
seen at Whippingham Fields on 25 June (JR) and the last at Clamerkin on 13 September (BA). 
 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
This is one of our commonest butterflies and often seen in almost uncountable numbers. It also 
inhabits a variety of different habitats from open grassland to coastal cliffs or urban parks and gar-
dens. 2006 was considered by many to be another average year.  JR commented that with an an-
nual index of 8249 Whippingham Fields was above average. At Woodhouse Copse he recorded an 
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annual total of 2150 which was the highest ever at this site. At Newtown PLM also had a record 
total of 1926, the highest of a ten year period. The first was seen at Whippingham on 3 June and 
the last on 8 October at the same site (both JR). 
 
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 
The stronghold for this butterfly is, without doubt, Parkhurst Forest where excellent numbers are 
usually recorded. This year, although slightly down on 2005, the site still produced a total annual 
count of 1773 (JR); no other location can match this. Coombe Bottom at Ventnor had an annual 
index of 59 and Bonchurch Down of 9 (both NT), showing the marked difference between an area 
of downland with a small amount of suitable woodland and one without. Odd reports came in from 
other areas which give the impression of a general trend towards slight expansion.  
 
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 
Overall this appears to be a species that is slowly declining, both nationally and locally. The rea-
sons for this are not clear and may be climate related as the Island has large areas of suitable habi-
tat for this butterfly and management regimes in many of them that are sympathetic to it. However, 
there are still good numbers recorded, such as at Whippingham Fields where the annual index for 
2006 was an all time record of 1241 (JR), an astonishing total. At Mottistone Down the highest 
day count was 21 on 28 June and an annual total of 98 (NT). In the South Wight the total for the 
Coombe Bottom transect was 75 (NT) and for Brading Quarries 123 (DAB). At Shalfleet, where 
VG manages a traditional hay meadow, numbers have increased but are still only in single figures. 
The first of the year was seen at Whippingham Fields on 18 May and the last on 24 September at 
the same site (both JR). In spite of this possible slow decline 2006 was not a bad year for this spe-
cies in the Island. 
 
Scarce Immigrants 

 
Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa 
One was seen perched on the windscreen of a car parked at the Bargeman’s Rest at Newport Quay 
on 22 August (Tony Gutteridge). 
Monarch Danaus plexippus 
One was seen flying across Wheelers Bay car park on the afternoon of 7 October (PC) and what 
must have been the same one was seen the next day in a garden at Wheelers Bay (A&EB, PC, 
AW). 
 
Discussion 
It will be seen from the species account that the numbers of some butterflies are decreasing quite 
rapidly, some are stable and some are increasing. This at first sight, may seem to be stating the 
obvious and is what should be expected to be in line with the situation nationally, but the underly-
ing trend is more subtle and more difficult to determine. The Island has a high percentage of its 
natural areas owned and managed by a number of conservation organisations, actively working to 
enhance the wildlife potential of these sites, so lack of appropriate management is not too much of 
a problem. Loss of habitat, which is probably the greatest threat to most species nationally, is 
again not noticeably the cause of observed declines for the same reasons. We now come to climate 
change, arguably, a natural course of events probably exacerbated artificially. The changing global 
climate has an effect on the weather systems experienced locally so 2006, for instance, has been 
recorded as the hottest year ever in Britain and with the highest July temperatures ever recorded; 
severe winters do not now occur. What effect does this have on our native flora and fauna? The 
short answer is that this is unknown as events have happened in such a short time span and short 
term statistics will not give a true picture. Only long term recording and monitoring will ever give 
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an idea of causes and effects. Solutions are possibly out of the control of local and national bodies 
but it is acknowledged that this statement could be a rather contentious one. It is quite likely that 
the Island will lose some species of butterfly and gain others. To speculate: Long-tailed Blue Lam-
pides boeticus and Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros could become residents, Essex 
Skipper Thymelicus lineola and Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus will continue to expand their 
range and we could lose Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne, Duke of Burgundy 
Hamearis lucina and some of the Skippers (the first two species due to lack of management). We 
live in interesting times. 
 
Observers. 
BJ Angell (BA), D Britton (DAB), A&E Butler (A&EB), Dr DT Biggs (DTB), P Cambell (PC)  
D Dana (DD), C Dudley (CD), V Gwynn (VG), D Hammersley (DH), SA Knill-Jones (SK-J), K 
Marston (KM), P Le Masurier (PLM), National Trust (NT), B Ransom (BR), J Rowell (JR), D 
Tucker (DT), A Wright (AW). 
 
Author:    AJL Butler, Cliff Cottage, Wheelers Bay, Ventnor. Isle of Wight . PO381HP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atherfield                  SZ7945 
Barton Manor                 SZ9451 
Bembridge Marsh       SZ8761 
Bleak Down                  SZ5181 
Bonchurch Landslip       SZ582788 
Bouldnor                  SZ3790 
Brading Down       SZ6086 
Brighstone                  SZ4283 
Brook Down                  SZ3985 
Castle Cove                  SZ552769 
Castle Haven                  SZ508755 
Chilton Chine                  SZ409821 
Clamerkin                  SZ9043 
Compton Down       SZ3790851 
Coombe Bottom       SZ5678 
Firestone Copse       SZ5591 
Lake                             SZ5983 
Locks Copse                  SZ8490 
Monkham                  SZ4586 
Mottistone Down       SZ405845 

Mountjoy                     SZ5987 
Newtown                     SZ9042 
Osborne                     SZ5295 
Parkhurst Forest          SZ4790 
Redcliff                     SZ6285 
Rowlands Wood          SZ5689 
S.C.P                                SZ4975 
Shalcombe                      SZ3985 
Shalcombe Down          SZ3985 
Shalfleet                     SZ8941 
Tennyson Down          SZ320854 
Totland                     SZ328860 
Walishill Copse          SZ541934 
Walter`s Copse          SZ431907 
West High Down          SZ318853 
Wheelers Bay                     SZ571776 
Whippingham Fields          SZ9352 
Wilderness Farm          SZ503823 
Woodhouse Copse          SZ9352 
Yarmouth                      SZ9037 

Site Grid References 



183

Proc.  Isle Wight nat. Hist. archaeol. Soc. 22  (pub 2007) 

LEAF MINING ORGANISMS NOT PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ON THE IOW  
 

DR. D.T. Biggs. 
 

 
Since the publication of the last list of Newly Found Leaf Miners (Biggs, 2007) only three new 
species have been found, all flies, two AGROMYZIDS  and one ANTHOMYIID, 
 
DIPTERA:   
AGROMYZIDAE 
Liriomyla sonchi  Hendel 1971   on Nipplewort, Lapsana communis. 
On  13.8.2006 Bill Shepard and I were walking over Brighstone Down when we came across a 
plant of Nipplewort at SZ524284 which had two of its leaves very obviously mined.  One leaf had 
five   mines, the second had two.  Each mine was an upper surface blotch, roughly rectangular, 
measuring 15 mm x 10 mm, and grey in appearance due to the larval feeding lines.  Further exami-
nation later showed that the mines began with a short broad corridor which was later incorporated 
into the blotch and only discernable with difficulty.   The black frass was rather sparse.  This fly 
pupates externally and the larva mines between May and August in two generations.   It is more 
often found on Sow-thistle Sonchus spp.    In England it is considered to be widespread, at least in 
the south.  It is known to be widespread and common in much of Europe, extending eastwards to 
Central Asia. 
 
Phytomyza anemones  Hering 1925  on Wood Anemone  Anemone nemorosa 
I found a leaf mine  which I could not identify on 23.5.2006 in Briddlesford Copse SZ525490 on 
Wood Anemone.  It was an apparent blotch mine measuring 15mm x 5mm, pale brown in colour, 
in the apex of a segment of a leaf.   It was either deep upper-surface or full depth, with the larval 
feeding lines obvious, a larva present and with black washy frass.   Hand lens observation revealed 
that the apparent blotch was in fact formed of a corridor mine with many close visceral turns form-
ing a secondary blotch.   I sent the mine to John Robbins who identified the cause of this mine for 
me.   The larva is known to mine in May and the adult fly appears as a single generation at the end 
of April.   It had previously been reported from Sussex and Gloucestershire, and is considered to 
be local only.   In Europe it is described as local but not uncommon, in central and northern 
Europe and in Scandinavia . 
 
 
ANTHOMYIIDAE 
Pegomya hyoscyami  Panzer 1809  sensu stricto   on Thorn-apple Datura stramonium 
Sue Blackwell found a large pale-brown upper-surface blotch mine on a leaf of Thorn-apple grow-
ing in Marvel Lane, Newport, SZ5011869  on 15.8.2006  Closer examination showed the blotch to 
measure 55mm x 15   to be almost completely confined between two adjacent veins and to contain 
very obvious washy greenish-black frass.   An empty eggshell was visible on the upper surface of 
the leaf.  This  fly larva mines Atropa, Hyoscyamus  and Solanum  in Great Britain and other So-
lanaceous genera abroad.   The larva mine between  May and September in two generations and 
pupate externally.   What is now considered Pegomya hyoscyami  in the strict sense is one of four 
species which now make up the old P.hyoscyami  complex.  One of the other species is P.betae 
and there are previous Island records for this, a pest of  Spinach and Beet. 
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BATS  (CHIROPTERA) - 2006 
 

Colin R. Pope 
 
 
A total of twelve different bat species were recorded in 2006, including the very rare migrant Part-
coloured Bat. Nineteen house roosts were counted by bat group members and householders. Gra-
ham and Donna Street’s bat hospital was kept busy throughout the year; they dealt with a total of 
123 bats, one of the highest counts ever. Mist netting was again carried out by Ian Davidson-
Watts, as part of an ongoing survey to investigate woodland bats on the Island, with particular 
reference to Bechstein’s and Barbastelle bats. This year, the sites netted were Lock’s Copse 
(Newtown), MOD woods at Newtown Ranges, Combley Great Wood, Bouldnor Copse, Rowbor-
ough Bottom (near Shorwell), Fort Victoria, Borthwood Copse, Parkhurst Forest and Brighstone 
Forest. Members of the Bat Group carried out surveys of the Quarr Abbey estate on behalf of the 
monks and also took part in the Bat Conservation Trust Bats & Roadside Mammals Survey for the 
second year running. 
 
The following bat species were recorded in 2006: 
 
Daubenton's Bat (Myotis daubentonii)  
Recorded by bat detector at the Eight Bells pond at Carisbrooke (C&JP). 
During the summer, a female was grounded in a shop front in Pyle Street, Newport and a male was 
grounded at Bembridge Aiport (GS).  
 
Whiskered Bat (M. mystacinus)  
A maximum of 26 were counted from a long-established house roost in Pallance Road, Northwood 
on 8 June (ShC). Bats were netted at this roost this year and their identity confirmed as Myotis 
mystacinus.  
Whiskered Bats were caught in mist nets set up in Locks Copse, Newtown on 25 May; a male at 
Fort Victoria on 8 August; an adult male and lactating female in Borthwood Copse on 9 August; 
and a male in Brighstone Forest on 11 August (IDW). 
Seven, all considered to be Whiskered Bats, were treated at the bat hospital during the year, com-
prising four males and three females. They were from Freshwater, Fort Warden, Yarmouth, Arre-
ton, Winford, Staplers and Hunnyhill in Newport (GS). 
 
Natterer's Bat (M. nattereri)  
Three in Shide tunnel hibernaculum on 15 January and four there (the most ever recorded) on 4 
February (C&JP). 
Up to three in bat boxes in trees at the site of Beauchamps, Niton (SC). 
Individuals caught in mist nets comprised a male on 25 May at Locks Copse, Newtown; a non-
lactating female in Hummet Wood, Porchfield on 30 May; one at Rowborough Bottom on 1 June; 
a male and a female in Parkhurst Forest on 13 July and a male in Parkhurst Forest on 14 July 
(IDW).  
Three females were treated at the bat hospital during the year. They were from East Cowes, Alver-
stone Garden Village and Godshill (GS). 
 
Bechstein's Bat (M. bechsteinii)  
Mist netting and radiotracking again led to the discovery of further sites and maternity roosts for 
this species. Individuals were caught in mist nets set up in Locks Copse, Newtown on 25 May; 
Hummet Wood, Porchfield on 30 May; and a male and lactating female in Combley Great Wood 
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on 12 July. The female returned to a roost in Vicarage Copse, Briddlesford, from which 30 bats 
were counted out the following evening. A post-lactating female was tracked to trees behind East 
Ashey Farm on 6 August. A maternity tree roost was located in Bouldnor Copse; 11 bats were 
counted out on 8 August. A male was netted at Fort Victoria on 8 August.   A maternity roost was 
located in woodland close to Burnt Wood; 55 bats were counted out on 31 May. A total of four 
males, mostly juveniles, were caught in locations in Brighstone Forest on 10 and 11 August 
(IDW). 
A male in a bat box in trees at the site of Beauchamps, Niton on 17 November (SC). 
A grounded male from Blackwater and a female from Fort Victoria were treated at the bat hospital 
during the year (GS). 
 
Noctule (Nyctalus noctula)  
This species is no longer frequently recorded. One was detected flying over Locks Copse on 25 
May and one male was netted in Rowlands Wood on 5 August (IDW).  
This year, a house roost at Havenstreet Station, regularly counted and believed to belong to Seroti-
nes, was investigated following a series of reports of grounded Noctule bats beneath the roost site. 
Netting confirmed that this roost was indeed a Noctule roost, not a Serotine roost as previously 
believed and referred to in earlier reports. A maximum of 54 bats were counted out on 6 July 
(C&JP). This roost presents something of a dilemma. Noctules are normally tree dwelling bats, so 
a maternity house roost was never previously suspected. The size of this colony is substantial and, 
at its peak, probably accounts for all the Noctule bats in the Havenstreet area. Several years ago, 
this roost was definitely a Serotine roost, suggesting that the Serotine bats may have been dis-
placed.  
 
Serotine (Eptesicus serotinus)  
A maximum of 43 from the Meadow Cottage roost on 8 June (J&DG).  
In Borthwood Copse on 9 August, six adult females and one juvenile male were caught in mist 
nets set across a main ride (IDW). 
Four males were treated at the bat hospital during the year (GS). 
 
Parti-coloured Bat (Vespertilio murinus) 
A juvenile female at Freshwater Parish Hall in April was a remarkable find (GS). This comprises 
the eleventh British record for this migrant species, and the second Island record. Tony Hutson 
considered that this individual may well have overwintered here. 
 
Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus / P. pygmaeus)  
We are beginning to be able to separate these two sibling species and evidence is accumulating 
that Pipistrellus pygmaeus is by far the scarcest species, a pattern shown elsewhere in much of 
lowland Britain. Roadside bat surveys across the Island for the Bat Conservation Trust picked up 
100 identified calls of the Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) but only four calls of 
Pipistrellus pygmaeus. 
Large maternity roosts are not common on the Island, but a few are known. A house roost at Ham-
stead had a maximum count of 97 on 29 July. However, this was substantially exceeded by a 
maximum count of 528 from a house in Hamstead Road, Cranmore on 9 July (C&JP, PS), making 
this one of the largest colonies in England.  
The only confirmed maternity roost of Pipistrellus pygmaeus, a house in Quarr Road, Quarr had a 
maximum count of 62 on 13 August. 
Pipistrelles are by far the commonest bats to be treated at the bat hospital. Sixty males, 27 females 
and 15 babies were treated during the year (GS).   
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Brown Long-eared Bat (Plecotus auritus)  
One in Shide tunnel hibernaculum on 15 January (C&JP). 
Regularly caught in mist netting sessions (IDW). 
Five male and four female bats were treated at the bat hospital during the year (GS). 
 
Grey Long-eared Bat (P. austriacus)  
One juvenile was netted in Brighstone Forest on 10 August (IDW). 
Five male and two females were treated at the bat hospital during the year. These were from Brad-
ing (2), Carisbrooke Castle (2), Little East Standen, Godshill and Alverstone (GS).  
 
Barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus)  
Mist netting and radiotracking again led to the discovery of further sites and maternity roosts for 
this rare woodland species. A maternity roost was located in the north of Parkhurst Forest; at least 
115 emerged from crevices in an oak limb on 15 July.  
A male was caught in a mist net set up Robin Wood, Porchfield on 2 June. A non-lactating female 
caught in Burnt Wood on 31 May. Five females were caught in Rowborough Bottom on 1 June; 
four of these were pregnant.  A male was netted in Bouldnor Copse on 7 August. One was identi-
fied by time expansion bat detector in Brighstone Forest on 11 August (IDW) and close to Quarr 
Abbey on 1 September (C&JP).  
A female was grounded at Wroxall during the autumn (GS). 
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A juvenile female Parti-coloured Bat, photographed at the Bat 
Hospital in April, was the eleventh British record. 
Photo Colin Pope 

Natterer`s Bat, hibernating in Shide Tunnel 
Photo Colin Pope 
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Pied Wagtail with coloured leg ring.  
Photos Derek Hale 

BIRD RINGING REPORT  2005 & 2006 

 
At Palmer’s Farm, Birds (especially acrocephalus warblers) were ringed in the reed bed and adja-
cent scrub with considerable success (see list). Four birds previously ringed were controlled, and 
one bird ringed there was found in Cowes. 
 
On the Medina, two attempts were made to catch waders at night on spring tides. Three waders, 
and some other birds were caught. Previous reccies during the day had shown up to two hundred 
mixed waders present. No groups of waders were seen at night and it is apparent that the birds 
have a different strategy for the two high tides. The only way of making a useful sample would 
appear to on a noon tide on a grey foggy day or by cannon netting. 
 
Ringing Activities – Isle of Wight 2006 
 
Ringing was again carried out at the two main sites, The major ringing site was the Haseley Re-
serve at Arreton (Map ref SZ 546856), where a total of  2131 birds were trapped. At Head Down, 
Niton, (Map ref SZ 505777), 316 birds were handled. 
 
This year there has been a European initiative to study the declining numbers of the Swallow Hi-
rundo rustica and this has biased the numbers caught compared to previous years. The swallows 
(and sand martins) were trapped at their autumn pre roost site at Arreton before they moved into 
their roost, either in Maize fields or on occasions in willow scrub. 
 
A new site at St Catherine’s Down was reccied with the National Trust warden, and 54 autumn 
migrating birds birds were trapped and ringed. 
 
It was intended to ring the Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarelli roost on Ryde Pier in 2006 but at-
tempts were frustrated by the weather. It was however ringed on two occasions in 2007, with the 
assistance of ‘The Island Line’. The aim was to establish the area from which these birds (some 
three to four hundred) gather, and whether these are Island birds only, or have a contribution from 
the mainland. As well as the standard metal ring these birds were also ringed with a yellow plastic 
ring on the other leg. This makes them easily visible by observers and reports have already been 
received from several sites on the Island. If you do see any of these birds we would be very grate-
ful to receive details of place, date and which leg had the coloured ring, (see photographs) 
(Telephone 01983 865420 or 01983 731114). Next year the colour may be changed to give more 
information and then the colour will also be important. 
 
Our thanks are due to the owners of all of these sites for permission to study the birds and to Derek 
Hale for the photographs. 
 
Training 
 
To become a fully qualified ringer takes a minimum of three years. The ringing scheme is looking 
for new recruits, particularly young people. 
 
The basic requirements are:- 
 A reasonable knowledge of bird recognition – but you do not have to be an expert. 
 Be over 14 years old when you start as a trainee. 
 Have sufficient time to train. This is normally a commitment of half a day on average every 
            ten days. The minimum time as a trainee is one year, and this can be longer if time is not  
            available. 

Pied Wagtail with coloured leg ring.  
Photos Derek Hale 
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BIRD RINGING REPORT  2005 & 2006 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Bird ringing has both local and national importance. As well as the obvious use of providing infor-
mation about migration routes and local dispersion, by analysing the national returns vitally impor-
tant information about changes in populations and annual breeding success is obtained and pub-
lished annually in Ringing and Migration. 
Information is also gathered how birds are killed or die. The commonest cause of death reported to 
the British Trust for Ornithology (who runs the British ringing scheme) for instance is the domes-
tic cat. 
 
Birds can either be ringed as pulli in the nest or as adults. Adults can be caught in traps or in mist 
nets and are ringed with a metal ring on one leg. Each ring has an address and a number on it 
which identifies it as an individual. For some special studies coloured rings or flags are also at-
tached to the legs (see below). Anyone finding a ringed bird or seeing a coloured ring on a live 
bird can either send the ring (preferred option) or the number and information to the British Mu-
seum (Natural History), London SW7, and they will receive information as to where and when that 
bird was ringed, together with information about the ringing scheme. 
 
Bird ringing is a closely controlled activity and is carried out by highly trained and licensed people 
under the terms of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981). Anyone over 14 years old with a rea-
sonable, but not extensive, knowledge of bird recognition can become a trainee, and after one to 
three years can progress to an intermediate licence and then on to a full licence after three to five 
further years. With the agreement of a licensed ringer a small number of visitors can also accom-
pany ringing trips. On the Isle of Wight there are now three fully licensed ringers (one a trainer), 
one partial permit holder, and three trainees. Contact can be made through Dr Anthony Roberts 
01983 865420 or the BTO 01842 750050. 
 
Ringing Activities – Isle of Wight 2005 
 
The long term study by James Gloyn of Barn Owls continues. Because of a very early breeding 
season and the pressure of work no barn owls were ringed during the year. 
 
The major ringing site was the Haseley Reserve at Arreton (Map ref SZ 546856), where a total of 
1718 birds were either ringed, retrapped (ringed or found within 5km of the ringing place) or con-
trolled (ringed or found more than 5 km from the ringing place). 
 
At Head Down, Niton, (Map ref SZ 505777) 73 birds were handled. 
 
Ringing was also carried out at three SSSI sites with the permission of English Nature. 
 
Attempts were made to catch waders near Wootton Creek with minimal success. The attempts 
were made on spring tides, and the curlew in particular left the foreshore before high tide. Two 
only were caught.  
Further observations suggest that the curlew pre roost on the mud in front of a shingle bank, and 
further attempts will be made on a neap or intermediate tide when the birds will not be pushed off 
the area. 
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At Palmer’s Farm, Birds (especially acrocephalus warblers) were ringed in the reed bed and adja-
cent scrub with considerable success (see list). Four birds previously ringed were controlled, and 
one bird ringed there was found in Cowes. 
 
On the Medina, two attempts were made to catch waders at night on spring tides. Three waders, 
and some other birds were caught. Previous reccies during the day had shown up to two hundred 
mixed waders present. No groups of waders were seen at night and it is apparent that the birds 
have a different strategy for the two high tides. The only way of making a useful sample would 
appear to on a noon tide on a grey foggy day or by cannon netting. 
 
Ringing Activities – Isle of Wight 2006 
 
Ringing was again carried out at the two main sites, The major ringing site was the Haseley Re-
serve at Arreton (Map ref SZ 546856), where a total of  2131 birds were trapped. At Head Down, 
Niton, (Map ref SZ 505777), 316 birds were handled. 
 
This year there has been a European initiative to study the declining numbers of the Swallow Hi-
rundo rustica and this has biased the numbers caught compared to previous years. The swallows 
(and sand martins) were trapped at their autumn pre roost site at Arreton before they moved into 
their roost, either in Maize fields or on occasions in willow scrub. 
 
A new site at St Catherine’s Down was reccied with the National Trust warden, and 54 autumn 
migrating birds birds were trapped and ringed. 
 
It was intended to ring the Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarelli roost on Ryde Pier in 2006 but at-
tempts were frustrated by the weather. It was however ringed on two occasions in 2007, with the 
assistance of ‘The Island Line’. The aim was to establish the area from which these birds (some 
three to four hundred) gather, and whether these are Island birds only, or have a contribution from 
the mainland. As well as the standard metal ring these birds were also ringed with a yellow plastic 
ring on the other leg. This makes them easily visible by observers and reports have already been 
received from several sites on the Island. If you do see any of these birds we would be very grate-
ful to receive details of place, date and which leg had the coloured ring, (see photographs) 
(Telephone 01983 865420 or 01983 731114). Next year the colour may be changed to give more 
information and then the colour will also be important. 
 
Our thanks are due to the owners of all of these sites for permission to study the birds and to Derek 
Hale for the photographs. 
 
Training 
 
To become a fully qualified ringer takes a minimum of three years. The ringing scheme is looking 
for new recruits, particularly young people. 
 
The basic requirements are:- 
 A reasonable knowledge of bird recognition – but you do not have to be an expert. 
 Be over 14 years old when you start as a trainee. 
 Have sufficient time to train. This is normally a commitment of half a day on average every 
            ten days. The minimum time as a trainee is one year, and this can be longer if time is not  
            available. 
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           Finding a trainer can be done through the ringing office at the British Trust for Ornithology 
           from whom further information about the ringing scheme can be obtained (www.bto.org.uk. 
           or Tel 01842 750050) 
 
What normally happens is that an interested person will go out with experienced ringers on three 
or four occasions to mutually try it out - for the trainer to ensure that the potential trainee has suffi-
cient knowledge and dexterity, and before starting on a long apprenticeship, to make sure that both 
are compatible to each other. 
 
A national ringing training course is to be held on the Island in September 2007. 
 
Annual Numbers 
 
The list below is the summary of the species and numbers ringed.  
As large scale ringing has only recently returned to the Island, recoveries will take some years to 
build up. However the recoveries below are a start and there are already some very interesting re-
sults. 
 
Recoveries 2005 and 2006 
 
Species     Ring No   Ringed      Date        Recovered        Date         How        Time        km  
                                                                                                                                      days      moved 
Canada Goose  5090042    Haseley      06 07 05    Chillerton        17 09 05   Shot           73      7 
Canada Goose  5090046    Haseley      06 07 05    Arreton 14 02 06   Dead        188        0 
Mallard            GJ04402    Haseley      25 09 06    Newport           18 09 06   Shot           54        6 
Kestrel   ER96738   Haseley      06 08 04    Wroxall            10 09 06   Car           765        6 
Kestrel   ER96748   Haseley      09 10 05    Hale Common  25 11 06  Building   412      2 
                  Released 
Kingfisher   SA75366   Haseley       10 08 05    Walthamstow  06 01 06   Dead         149    132 
Swallow   V186185    Awaiting details          Haseley            07 09 06   Control        ?         ? 
Wren     BVA031   Haseley      20 09 06    Haseley            22 12 06   Kestrel       93      0 
Dunnock    J119170    Haseley      20 06 03    Haseley            27 04 05   Kestrel     677      0 
Dunnock    J119355    Haseley      14 06 04    Haseley            15 07 05   Kestrel     396      0 
Blackbird   RC61707   Alverstone  20 06 03    Wootton    20 04 05   Control    670       8 
Blackbird   RC61708   Alverstone  01 05 03  Wootton    01 05 05   Control   693        8 
Reed Warbler   T813252    Newport,    09 08 05    Haseley            18 08 05   Control        9     155 
                                           Gwent 
Reed Warbler   P283300    Fareham,    24 07 02    Wooton            19 06 05   Control   1061     10   
                                           Hants 
Blackcap   T183437    Flimby,      12 07 04    Haseley            24 09 04    Control    744       72  
                                           Cumbria 
Chiffchaff   ACV024    Derbyshire 27 06 04    Haseley           28 09 04    Control      93   305 
Long Tailed Tit AXP048   Haseley     02 09 04 Alverstone       09 03 05    Dead        188       3 
Great Tit    J119162    Haseley      08 06 03  Kent              04 04 04    Control     301   195 
Chaffinch   H415472    Haseley     11 05 02  Arreton   27 03 05    Hit          1051        0 
                                                                                                                          Window 
Greenfinch  VN23362    Haseley     13 07 05  Wootton          08 08 05    Control      26       8 
Greenfinch      VN23366   Wootton     31 08 05    Cowes             08 10 05     Cat             38       7 
 
A control is a bird caught and released by a ringer and has moved more than 5km. 
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Isle of Wight Totals Summary 2005  
         Retraps/ 
        Full  Grown         Pulli       Recoveries   Total 
 Greater Canada Goose 1 12 0  13 
 Tufted Duck 1 0 0    1 
 Sparrowhawk 5 0 0    5 
 Kestrel 5 0 0    5 
 Moorhen 15 0 0   15 
 Lapwing 0 1 0    1 
 Curlew 2 0 0     2 
 Woodpigeon 7 0 0    7 
 Little Owl 0 0 4    4 
 Swift 5 0 0    5 
 Kingfisher 11 0 5   16 
 Green Woodpecker 3 0 1    4 
 Great Spotted Woodpecker 4 0 0     4 
 Sand Martin 10 0 0   10 
 Swallow 89 0 0   89 
 House Martin 21 0 0   21 
 Meadow Pipit 37 0 0   37 
 Yellow Wagtail 2 0 0    2 
 Wren 85 0 69 154 
 Dunnock 74 0 89 163 
 Robin 72 0 56 128 
 Stonechat 3 0 0    3 
 Blackbird 60 8 80 148 
 Song Thrush 13 0 16   29 
 Mistle Thrush 3 0 0    3 
 Cetti's Warbler 1 0 0    1 
 Sedge Warbler 52 0 6   58 
 Reed Warbler 37 0 11   48 
 Whitethroat 124 0 40 164 
 Garden Warbler 7 0 1    8 
 Blackcap 63 0 11   74 
 Chiffchaff 76 0 8   84 
 Willow Warbler 38 0 2   40  
          Goldcrest              18               0                    6        24 
 Spotted Flycatcher 0 5 1    6 
           Long-tailed Tit 64 0 18   82 
 Blue Tit 134 0 71 205 
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 Great Tit 83 0 42 125 
 
                                                                                                                    Retraps/ 
                                                                 Full Grown        Pulli       Recoveries  Total 
 Treecreeper 3 0 0    3 
 Jay 2 0 0    2 
 Magpie 1 0 0     1 
 Rook 3 0 0    3 
 House Sparrow 1 0 1    2
 Chaffinch 57 0 14   71 
 Greenfinch 59 0 6   65 
 Goldfinch 110 0 5 115 
 Lesser Redpoll 3 0 0    3 
 Bullfinch 12 0 3   15 
 Yellowhammer 12 0 1   13 
 Reed Bunting 5 0 0    5 

 
Total for 2005  Isle of Wight 1487 26 561 2074
 50 Species 
 
 

Isle of Wight Totals Summary 2006 

                          Retraps/ 
                  Full Grown        Pulli       Recoveries Total 
 Greater Canada Goose 2 13 2   17 
 Mallard 1 0 0     1 
 Sparrowhawk 8 0 0     8 
 Kestrel 8 0 3     7 
 Moorhen 2 0 0     2 
 Lapwing 0 5 0     5 
 Dunlin 1 0 0     1 
 Jack Snipe 1 0 0     1 
 Redshank 2 0 0     2 
 Woodpigeon 2 0 0     2 
 Swift 0 0 2     2 
 Kingfisher 4 0 1     5 
 Green Woodpecker 2 0 1     3 
 Great Spotted Woodpecker 1 0 0     1 
 Sand Martin 32 0 0   32 
 Swallow                                                                476                    0                     1       477  
           House Martin                                                            2                    0                     0           2 
           Meadow Pipit              102                 0                     0       102 
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           Grey Wagtail 2 0 0     2 
                                                                                                                 Retraps/ 
                                                               Full Grown          Pulli     Recoveries     Total 
 Wren 58 0 68 116 
 Dunnock 54 0 77 131 
 Robin 64 0 63 127 
 Redstart 3 0 0     3 
 Stonechat 6 0 0     6 
 Blackbird 78 0 99 177 
 Song Thrush 29 0 11   40 
 Redwing 2 0 0     2 
 Sedge Warbler 23 0 1   24 
 Reed Warbler 9 0 1   10 
 Lesser Whitethroat 1 0 0     1 
 Whitethroat 58 0 13   71 
 Garden Warbler 5 0 0     5 
 Blackcap 84 0 1   85 
 Chiffchaff 80 0 4   84 
 Willow Warbler 38 0 0   38 
 Goldcrest 22 0 9   31 
 Firecrest 1 0 0    1 
 Spotted Flycatcher 4 0 0    4 
 Long-tailed Tit 41 0 14   55 
 Blue Tit 236 0 136 372 
 Great Tit 132 0 55 187 
 Jay 4 0 3    7 
 Jackdaw 0 3 0    3 
 Carrion Crow 1 0 0     1
 House Sparrow 0 0 1    1 
 Chaffinch 72 0 13   85 
 Greenfinch 74 0 5   79 
 Goldfinch 55 0 6   61 
 Linnet 3 0 0    3 
 Bullfinch 7 0   3   10  
 Yellowhammer 11 0 2   13 
 Reed Bunting                                                          4                   01  5 
Total for 2006 Isle of Wight 1893 22 597 2512
 52 Species 
 
Authors: Dr A H N Roberts.  Haseley Manor, Arreton , Isle of Wight  PO30 3AN 
               Dr D A Watson.  Linden Lea, Head Down, Niton, Isle of Wight PO38 2NX  
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 Blue Tit 236 0 136 372 
 Great Tit 132 0 55 187 
 Jay 4 0 3    7 
 Jackdaw 0 3 0    3 
 Carrion Crow 1 0 0     1
 House Sparrow 0 0 1    1 
 Chaffinch 72 0 13   85 
 Greenfinch 74 0 5   79 
 Goldfinch 55 0 6   61 
 Linnet 3 0 0    3 
 Bullfinch 7 0   3   10  
 Yellowhammer 11 0 2   13 
 Reed Bunting                                                          4                   01  5 
Total for 2006 Isle of Wight 1893 22 597 2512
 52 Species 
 
Authors: Dr A H N Roberts.  Haseley Manor, Arreton , Isle of Wight  PO30 3AN 
               Dr D A Watson.  Linden Lea, Head Down, Niton, Isle of Wight PO38 2NX  
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ISLE OF WIGHT MARINE BIOLOGICAL REPORT FOR 2005 AND 2006 
 
 

Roger J. H. Herbert 
 

Report for 2005 
 
Algae 
In April, a course organised by members of the British Phycological Society visited Bembridge 
shore finding a large number of species, some of which have not previously been recorded within 
the area. These will be reported separately. A survey of the marine biotopes within littoral caves 
on the south coast of the Isle of Wight was carried out in September (Irving, 2006). A total of 17 
caves were investigated and 14 biotopes identified, some of which were not possible to classify 
within existing schemes. Of particular interest, was the re-discovery of an un-described species 
of encrusting red alga, which had first been found by Ian Tittley in 1986. 
 
 
Invertebrates 
On 30th May, a specimen of the toothed topshell Osilinus lineatus was found amongst upper 
shore boulders on the western side of Freshwater Bay. This was possibly the same individual 
found in 2003. The species has been increasing in abundance at sites along the Dorset coast 
however it has not extended its range eastwards as rapidly as the related trochid Gibbula 
umbilicalis. In November the Tainaid Apseudes talpa was found amongst other dredged material 
collected in Osborne Bay by an oyster fisherman. There are relatively few records of this group 
from off the island coast and none known for this particular species. 
 
Fish 
A Boar fish (Capros aper) was found stranded on the beach at Compton Bay in February. This 
was the 9th record from our shores. A Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) was found washed up 
dead on the beach at East Cowes in early June. This species has not been recorded very 
frequently although is known to migrate up mainland rivers (JNCC, 2007). The species is 
protected under the EU Habitats Directive (Annex II). 
 
IOW NFSA Records for 2005 
 
Boat Records 
Species Date Location Weight 
Garfish(Belone belone) 16th April Off Needles 1 lb 11oz 
Stingray (Dasyatis pastinaca) 9th July Off Nab 51 lbs 
 
Shore Caught 
Species Date Location Weight 
Red  Mullet (Mullus surmuletus) 5th September Fort Victoria 2 lb 7oz 
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Report for 2006 
 
Survey work off the islands NE coast and south of the Needles, with divers and a towed video 
sledge, did not confirm the presence of mantis shrimp burrows. However a large number of holes 
and burrows in the sea bed were found in the close vicinity of Peel Wreck Buoy near the entrance 
to Wootton Creek, where large numbers of the mantis shrimps Rissoides desmaresti were 
dredged up by oyster fishermen during the winter of 2005/2006. As part of a separate project to 
help young people appreciate underwater life in the mouth of the Medina and West Yar estuary, 
in July, Underwater Safaris were organised from the Needles pleasure boat Wild Rose.  By 
deploying a remotely operated video camera images from the camera were projected on a large 
screen and species that could be identified were recorded. The video recordings, which also 
include views of the Zostera beds off Norton Spit, are available from the County Records Office. 
Marine species identification courses were organised from the Medina Valley Centre in August 
yield many records. 
 
Algae 
During marine survey training weeks in August a large number of species were recorded at 
several sites. At Bembridge a survey was carried out to compare the abundance of Zostera in the 
lagoon immediately south of the lifeboat station, with that determined in 1996 (Brenchley et al, 
1996). Results showed that although still abundant in parts of the lagoon the distribution of 
Zostera is patchy compared to the earlier survey. Of additional interest at Bembridge was the 
prevalence of the brown thong weed Himanthalia elongata at ELWS near the lifeboat station. 
This is primarily a southern species at the edge of its range and may be responding to warming 
seas. 
 
 
Invertebrates 
In April, a great grey sea slug Aeolidiella papillosa was found on the beaches of both  Quarr and 
Bembridge. This species appears irregularly around the coast.  
 
Whilst canoeing up the West Yar estuary on 2nd June a large number of the opisthobranch 
mollusc Akera bullata were seen swimming at the water surface between Kings Manor and the 
Causeway at high tide. This species has not previously been recorded in the estuary and records 
for the Island go back to Morey (1909) where it was found in Bembridge Harbour and amongst 
Zostera at St. Helens. It was also recorded from Seaview (Prebble, 1964) however it is uncertain 
whether these were shells or live specimens.  
 
On September 1st, an examination of the wall on the eastern side of Freshwater Causeway 
revealed several specimens of the looping sail Truncatella subcylindrica at about EHWS. This 
nationally scarce species has not been seen at the site for about fifteen years since the wall was 
re-pointed.  
 
In an attempt to locate burrows of the mantis shrimp Rissoides desmaresti a video sled was towed 
at several sites south of the Needles. Whilst no burrows were confirmed other species seen 
included the sunstar Crossaster papposus and starfish Henricia oculata and Asterias rubens. 
 
Video cameras deployed off Kingston Wharf in the Medina estuary during the Underwater Safari 
revealed several peacock fan worms Sabella pavonina, the spider crab Maja squinado and sea 
anemone Cerianthus lloydii. 
 
During the marine survey weeks between August 5-19th a large number of species were recorded. 
Work was carried out in the brackish lagoons at Yarmouth and Newtown, on the shores of 
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Osborne Bay, Bembridge, Freshwater Bay and Shanklin, and offshore on the RV Callsta and RV 
Bill Conway from the National Oceanography Centre. Off Thorness Bay, the sea slugs Hermaea 
bifida and spectacular Thecacera pennigera were found amongst red algae and hydroids. 
Crustacea included several spider crabs Liocarcinus arcuatus, L. marmoratus Inachus 
dorsettensis and Macropodia rostrata, and hermit crabs Pagurus cuanensis, P.bernhardus and P. 
prideaxui. Students undertook some mapping of the Zostera marina beds south of the lifeboat 
station at Bembridge and transects across the Zostera beds in Osborne Bay and at East Cowes. 
The Z. noltii bed inside the Shrape at East Cowes has developed considerably in the past few 
years. 
 
At the end of November and in December fierce storms lashed the south coast of the Isle of 
Wight. A considerable number of goose barnacles (Lepas anatifera) and by-the-wind sailor 
Velella velella were washed on to beaches off the islands north and south coasts. These were 
larger individuals, up to 8cm across, compared to those seen in previous years when washed 
ashore during gales in May and June. 
 
Fish 
On 13th September a ‘Jack’ (Family Carangidae) was caught by Geoff Blake off Sandown. This 
group are normally found in warmer seas including the Caribbean. The specimen, 37cm in length 
weighing 650g, was initially thought to be a Lesser Amberjack, however after further 
investigations at the National Aquarium in Plymouth (Herdson, 2006) it finally turned out to be a 
Greater Amberjack Seriola dumerili. This was the 7th ever recorded in British waters, and only 
the 2nd to be found east of Devon and Channel Islands. All but two individuals have been caught 
during the past 12 years which have had exceptionally warm sea temperatures. Several Red 
Mullet (Mullus surmuletus) were caught in the Solent this year and Smooth hounds (Mustelus 
spp.) were particularly prevalent through the autumn. 
 
In the autumn months, several seahorses, (Hippocampus gutulatus) were found by local 
fishermen dredging for oysters off the islands north east coast. In July, one specimen was caught 
in an eel net set in Osborne Bay and another on 15th October in a trammel net set on the west side 
of Medina estuary between the Folly Inn and Medham. According to the Seahorse Trust, many 
seahorses were recorded around the UK during 2006 (Garrick-Maidment pers comm). 
 
On 6th December, Geoff Blake caught a Tuna (Thunnus sp.) in a net off Sandown. It was about 
12 inches (30cm) long and had been partially eaten by a conger eel. It is hoped that the exact 
species will be determined in due course. 
 
 
 
 
 
IOW NFSA Records for 2006 
 
Boat Caught 
Species Date Location Weight 
Bass (Dicentrarchus labrax) 19th November off Culver 17lbs 6¾ oz 
Corkwing Wrasse (Crenilabrus melops) 16th May west Wight 9oz 
 
Acknowledgements 
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& South Coast Mantis Shrimp Project is supported by the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund. 
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Proc.  Isle Wight nat. Hist. archaeol. Soc. 22  (pub 2007) 

THE PORTABLE ANTIQU1TIES SCHEME IN THE IOW 
 

Frank Basford 
 
The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) is a voluntary scheme for the recording of archaeological 
objects found by members of the public. It was established following the passing of the Treasure 
Act 1996 when the Government recognised that there was an urgent need to improve arrangements 
for recording all 'portable antiquities', particularly those which fell outside the scope of the new 
Act. In 1997 the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) provided funding to institute 
pilot schemes in six regions. Another five pilot schemes funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund were 
established in 1999 and further funding in 2003 enabled the Scheme to be extended to the remain-
ing areas of England and Wales. In 2006 funding was provided by the DCMS to guarantee the 
operation of the scheme nationwide for two more years. By the end of February 2007 250,000 
finds had been recorded nationwide. 
 
A fundamental aim of the PAS is to advance knowledge of the history and archaeology of England 
and Wales by systematically recording archaeological objects found by the public. The Scheme 
aims to encourage all those who find archaeological objects to make these objects available for 
recording and promotes best practice by finders. It seeks to increase opportunities for active public 
involvement in archaeology and, in particular, to strengthen the links between metal-detector users 
and archaeologists. The Scheme also seeks to raise awareness among the public of the educational 
value of archaeological finds in their context and to facilitate research into these finds. Some even 
say that the PAS is ‘the largest community archaeological project this country has ever seen’! 
 
The PAS is operated by Finds Liaison Officers (FLOs) throughout England and Wales (and there 
is one for the Isle of Wight). Finds reported to the FLOs are recorded on an online database which 
contains both text and images and can be viewed by the public at www.finds.org.uk. The data is 
made available to Historic Environment Records throughout England and Wales 
  
The Isle of Wight joined the Scheme in October 2003 and the majority of objects reported locally 
since that date have been finds made by metal detectorists. The Isle of Wight County Archaeology 
& Historic Environment Service has had a good relationship with metal detectorists since the late 
1970’s. Currently, the Island has three metal detecting clubs with about one hundred members in 
total. Each club organises rallies which are frequent and regular. It is common practice for clubs to 
pay the landowner a fee, per head, per day. The Local FLO, Frank Basford, is based within the 
Archaeological Service and is able to attend rallies, club meetings and other social functions. He 
encourages club members to record the location of all finds using a Global Positioning Systems 
(GPS) device and these locations are recorded as Ordnance Survey grid references on the finds 
bags at the time of discovery. Each club has a rule within its Codes of Conduct that the FLO is 
given access to examine all finds. 

In the Isle of Wight, artefacts have been recorded dating from the Palaeolithic to the 20th century. 
Finds post-dating AD 1700 are not normally recorded but some of these later finds are recorded if 
they are of particular local interest. For example, an aluminium flare cartridge of German origin, 
found at Godshill, close to where a Junkers Ju 88 crashed in August 12 1940, has been entered on 
the database.  

All Treasure finds have to be reported to the Coroner under the Treasure Act 1996. In these cases 
the FLO serves as the Coroner’s Officer and attends inquests when necessary.  ‘Treasure’ is de-
fined in the 1996 Act as any gold or silver object at least 300 years old, two or more gold or silver 
coins at least 300 years old found together, ten or more base-metal coins at least 300 years old 
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Archaeological Service and is able to attend rallies, club meetings and other social functions. He 
encourages club members to record the location of all finds using a Global Positioning Systems 
(GPS) device and these locations are recorded as Ordnance Survey grid references on the finds 
bags at the time of discovery. Each club has a rule within its Codes of Conduct that the FLO is 
given access to examine all finds. 

In the Isle of Wight, artefacts have been recorded dating from the Palaeolithic to the 20th century. 
Finds post-dating AD 1700 are not normally recorded but some of these later finds are recorded if 
they are of particular local interest. For example, an aluminium flare cartridge of German origin, 
found at Godshill, close to where a Junkers Ju 88 crashed in August 12 1940, has been entered on 
the database.  

All Treasure finds have to be reported to the Coroner under the Treasure Act 1996. In these cases 
the FLO serves as the Coroner’s Officer and attends inquests when necessary.  ‘Treasure’ is de-
fined in the 1996 Act as any gold or silver object at least 300 years old, two or more gold or silver 
coins at least 300 years old found together, ten or more base-metal coins at least 300 years old 
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found together, prehistoric base-metal assemblages, and objects found in association with Treasure 
items.  

The overall effect of the PAS has been a substantially increased knowledge of Isle of Wight ar-
chaeology. There has been an increase in the number and known distribution of recorded artefacts 
within nearly all classes of metal finds from the Bronze Age onwards. For the Early Medieval and 
Medieval periods this increase in knowledge has been especially significant. Moreover, the in-
crease in recorded finds has not been limited to metal artefacts. Flint implements and debitage of 
the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolthic and the Bronze Age periods have been reported by metal 
detectorists and also by other members of the public. The FLO has also recorded prehistoric flint-
work when noted during metal detecting rallies.  

Not many mainland finds are reported on the Island. However, an assemblage of Mesolithic blades 
and microliths has been recorded from the garden top-soil of a house at Rowlands Castle, Hamp-
shire. A Neolithic polished axe originating from Great Langdale has been reported although the 
find-spot is uncertain. Another Neolithic polished axe found in the inter-tidal zone of the north-
west coast is of Cornish greenstone and  an Early Bronze Age axe-hammer made of dolerite (not 
an Island stone) has been found in a fisherman’s net whilst oyster dredging in the Solent.  

The oldest object of precious metal to be recorded has been a gold “basket” ornament of Early 
Bronze Age from Calbourne Parish. This had been folded flat several times, so when it was found 
it did not form a basket shape and resembled a milk bottle top rather than a very important find. 
This find is similar to a pair found with the Amesbury warrior on Salisbury Plain. Objects of this 
type have been identified as earrings in the past.  
 
A Middle Bronze Age base metal scatter of three palstaves and one socketed axe has been re-
corded from Yarmouth Parish. The socketed axe conforms in all respects to the Taunton-
Hademarschen type, the earliest regular socketed type in Britain and neighbouring Europe. More 
specifically, the precise form and decoration match a newly recognised regional variant, of which 
only a handful of examples are known from Dorset and Hampshire.  
 
Offshore, a complete Middle Bronze Age rapier has been recovered from the seabed by a local 
fisherman. The specific features at the hilt end of this example are characteristic of Type Wands-
worth, the predominant type within Group III. The type seems to belong largely to the Taunton 
stage of the Middle Bronze Age, currently dated circa 1400 - 1250 BC. 
 
Near Sandown, a Late Bronze Age base metal scatter of implements has been found at the base of 
eroding cliffs. The scatter comprises six socketed axes, two gouges, two knives and one socketed 
hammer. In South Wight a Late Bronze Age penannular gold ring known as a lock-ring (hair orna-
ment) was found in a rock-pool in the inter-tidal zone.  
 
Other artefacts of Bronze Age metalwork include gold-coated penannular rings formerly known as 
“ring money” or “nose rings” and a gold penannular composite ring which may have been associ-
ated with a torque or necklet. Bronze Age implements have also been discovered as single finds, 
including an Arreton Down type spearhead. 
 
A plough-scattered Iron Age coin hoard consisting of gold and base silver staters contained within 
a ceramic vessel has been discovered in Shorwell Parish. Three large hemi-spherical ingots were 
found close to the staters, one of base silver and the other two of copper alloy. Another Iron Age 
coin hoard consisting of almost one thousand base silver staters, also associated with a ceramic 
vessel, has been found in Brighstone Parish.  
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A considerable number of individual gold and base silver staters (coins) have been discovered. 
The vast majority of staters found on the Island have been attributed to the Durotriges tribe. How-
ever, a small number of Armorican gold and silver staters have been recorded from one area in the 
West Wight. 
 
Other than coins, few Iron Age objects have been reported and these consist mainly of brooches 
and sherds of pottery. An unusual find of Late Iron Age or early Roman date is a copper alloy 
crescentic-headed linch-pin, similar to one found at Brading Roman Villa during the 19th century 
excavations.  
 
Metal detectorists have identified several new Roman occupation sites which have included ce-
ramic building material. Roman coins are found during most metal detecting rallies as individual 
finds. Three dispersed coin hoards have been found, one of 2nd century date consisting of thirty 
eight coins, a radiate hoard of fifty four coins deposited about AD 270 and a late hoard of two 
solidii and five siliquae. One of the solidii (of Eugenius) was minted in Lyon AD 393-394. 
Brooches have been found in great variety and some of these are very interesting unclassified 
types. A complete tinned copper alloy 3rd or 4th century spoon has been reported from the West 
Wight. The stem of this elegant example is embellished with two twisted baluster mouldings. An-
other complete Roman artefact is a shale spindle-whorl found on eroding cliffs close to a Roman 
occupation site near Newtown. 
 
A particularly important Roman find is a copper alloy long-nosed hound figurine of probable 4th 
century date. Small bronze dogs designed for votive offering are known from elsewhere in Britain 
and seven of these have been recorded from the late 4th  century temple at Lydney in Gloucester-
shire dedicated to Nodens, the Celtic god of healing (see: Toynbee, T. M. C. 1964. “Art in Britain 
under the Romans”. 126-7. Oxford: Clarendon Press). The Isle of Wight hound is very similar in 
style to one of the hound figurines from Lydney, although having a different pose.  
 
A previously unrecorded Anglo-Saxon cemetery discovered in Shorwell Parish had been deep 
ploughed in the recent past but one definite (although damaged) grave containing grave-goods was 
identified. The inhumation within the grave had not survived due to the acidic nature of the soil 
but the grave contents included an iron sword, shield fittings, a copper alloy hanging bowl, a glass 
vessel, an iron vessel and a D-shaped buckle, all in poor condition. In addition to the items associ-
ated with this grave about seventy other scattered metal finds were found over a period of time and 
their positions were plotted using a GPS device. As a result of accurate plotting it could be deter-
mined that these finds came from about eight ploughed graves. The finds included sword pom-
mels, a multi-faceted rock-crystal sword bead, a silver sword-ring, buckles and brooches. Two of 
the brooches are a pair of great square-headed type. These are silver and are each jewelled with 
garnets. However, both of these brooches were found in fragments, probably the result of contin-
ual ploughing.  
 
A single ploughed-out grave of 6th century date in Freshwater Parish is represented by a silver 
sieve spoon, a rock-crystal ball and fragments of two square-headed brooches. These grave-goods 
indicate a wealthy female grave. There is a good parallel for the spoon from grave 45 at Chessell 
Down Anglo-Saxon cemetery, Isle of Wight (see Arnold, C. J. 1982. “The Anglo-Saxon Cemeter-
ies of the Isle of Wight”. Pl. 1c. Trustees of the British Museum). 
 
A gold Anglo-Saxon, 7th century “pyramidal” sword belt fitting found in an inter-tidal context at 
Bembridge has been acquired by the Isle of Wight County Museum Service. The surface of the  



204

PORTABLE ANTIQU1TIES SCHEME IN THE IOW 

 
fitting is decorated with pentagonal panels filled with cell-work which originally accommodated 
cut plate garnets. Only one of these garnets has survived. A rare find from Calbourne Parish is a 
pair of copper alloy divinational rods of 6th or early 7th century date (the first to have been found in 
Britain).  
 
Anglo-Saxon brooches and coins have been reported as individual finds. A rare coin, from Cal-
bourne Parish, is a halfpenny of King Eadwig King of all England AD 955-957, of Wessex AD 
957-959. The coin was minted at Winchester.  
 
An exceptionally important find is the complete copper alloy Early Christian skillet found in 
Shalfleet Parish. The vessel is thought to be a baptismal vessel and dates from c. AD 600 – c. AD 
800. Further details of this find can be seen on the PAS website (see find number IOW-0D5540 at 
www.finds.org.uk). The skillet is also featured in the PAS Annual Report for 2004/05 which can 
be viewed on the website and in Current Archaeology 203, May/June 2006. 
 
Medieval and Post Medieval silver coins are found at almost every metal detecting rally. A highly 
attractive gold angel of Henry VIII has been found in Godshill Parish and a half-angel from the 
same reign has been recorded near Newtown. A significant find made near Yarmouth is a scatter 
of about ninety coins dating from Henry II to Edward II. It is thought that these finds may repre-
sent the site of a fair. Close liaison with members of the metal detecting club which discovered the 
finds has enabled the location of each coin to be recorded accurately using GPS. A Medieval cop-
per alloy weight box that once contained a nest of cup-weights has also been discovered at this 
site.  
 
A large number of Medieval and Post medieval dress accessories in the form of buckles, brooches, 
mounts and dress-hooks have been recorded. Other finds include pilgrim ampullae, Papal bullae, 
finger rings, seal matrices and harness mounts and pendants. A particularly interesting find from 
Brighstone Parish is a small copper alloy figurine of the Madonna and Child of 14th century date. 
Such figurines are generally considered to be fittings from Precentors' staffs or croziers. They may 
also have been used in association with tabernacles. Another religious object from Newport is an 
alabaster carving of a bird, probably an effigy of the Dove as the Holy Spirit. The outline profile of 
the mount is coffin-shaped and the object may possibly have formed a lid for a miniature coffin 
which served as a reliquary.  
 
A particularly rare find from near Arreton is a thirteenth or early fourteenth century silver seal 
matrix containing a Roman intaglio made of red jasper. The inscription reads Walter of Long-
down, and the intaglio of the first century AD depicts Victory standing on a globe. 
 
A remarkable Tudor huntsman’s silver whistle has been found near Shalfleet and is decorated with 
zones of waffle-work edged with a border of emblematic rose and pomegranate motifs. Another 
Tudor object from Arreton Parish is a silver-gilt cap badge. A later, but unusual find from near 
Shalcombe is a silver plated copper alloy sixpence of the Sommer Islands (now known as the is-
lands of Bermuda). The obverse depicts a hog and the reverse depicts a fully rigged sailing vessel. 
This coinage, the first struck for the English Colonies in America, was issued about 1616. The 
coins were known as “Hogge Money” or “Hoggies” and were probably not minted after 1624. 
 
A wide variety of ceramic vessel sherds dating from the Iron Age to the 20th century are reported 
by fishermen who have been dredging for oysters in the Solent. However, the majority of this ma-
terial is Medieval and later although a complete Roman vessel has been found in this manner. A 
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large amount of ceramic building material including Roman tile has also been recovered from the 
seabed. 
 
Very large numbers of bottle tops, cans, modern coins and tent pegs were found during a metal 
detecting rally in a field near Afton Down, Freshwater. This came as no surprise to the FLO who 
remembered it as the site of the Isle of Wight pop festival which he attended in 1970! 
 
Author: Frank Basford. Finds Liaison Officer 
                                       Portable Antiquities Scheme 
                                       March 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illustrations: (all by Frank Basford) 
 
IOW2003-91 - Middle Bronze Age Taunton-Hademarschen type socketed axe. Length 120mm. 
 
IOW2005-135-1 - Iron Age or Early Roman linch-pin. Width 54mm.  
 
IOW2006-23-15 - Roman “long-nosed hound” figurine of probable 4th century date.  
                              Length  39mm. 
 
IOW2006-26-2 - Early Roman insect brooch. Length 38.5mm. 
 
IOW2006-40-59 - Anglo-Saxon 6th century equal-armed brooch. Length 81mm. 
 
IOW2005-168-3 - Anglo-Saxon, late 5th/ early 6th century button brooch. Diameter 18mm. 
 
IOW 2003-32-2 - Papal bull (lead seal) of Pope Gregory X (1271-1276). Diameter 38 mm. 
   
IOW2005-164-14 - Medieval, 13th century annular brooch. Length 27mm. 
 
IOW2005-45 - Post Medieval, 16th century dress-hook. Length 33mm. 
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 METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 
FOR THE YEAR 2006 

 
Clive Cooper  

 
Abstract 
Shanklin Weather Station was established approximately 57 years ago. It is classed as a Health 
Resort Station and is owned and maintained by the Isle of Wight Council. The station is situated at 
The Mead, a park area just past Shanklin 'Old Village' towards the outskirts of the town and is 50 
feet above sea level. The station is a simple one consisting of a 5" standard rain gauge and a Ste-
venson's Screen equipped with four thermometers. Readings and observations are taken twice 
daily at 09.00GMT and 17.00GMT. The Campbell Stokes recorder is located on the roof of Shank-
lin Theatre which, at 180 feet above sea level, is the highest point in the town. Readings here are 
taken at 17.00GMT. I have access to some old Weather Diaries and all averages, etc refer to the 
period 1983 - 2006. 
 
Summary 
2006 was a year of records. It began with the coldest winter since 1996/1997. January was the 
third driest January in 24 years. June was the sunniest, driest and second warmest in 24 years and 
July was the sunniest and warmest. In the media, July 2006 was cited as the warmest ever month 
since records began. September and October were the warmest and November was the sunniest in 
24 years. The culmination of the high temperatures resulted in the warmest summer and autumn in 
the last 24 years. 2006 was probably the warmest year on record. 
 
Temperatures 
The winter of 2005/2006 was the coldest winter since 1996/1997. The weather warmed up and the 
subsequent July was the warmest on record with above average temperatures being maintained for 
the rest of the year the summer and the autumn were the warmest since my records began. The 
yearly mean temperature was 11.71°C and was 0.93°C above the long-term average. 2006 was the 
warmest year on record, marginally warmer than 2002, which had a yearly mean of 11.67°C. 
There were nine months with above average temperatures. The months with positive anomalies 
were September with 2.7°C, July with 2.6°C, October with 2.5°C, November 1.6°C, December 
with 1.2°C, June with 1.1°C, April with 0.6°C and May and August each with 0.4°C. There were 
three months with a negative anomaly; March with 1.1 °C, February with 0.8°C and January with 
0.1 °C. Overall the mean minimum temperature was 1.05°C above the yearly average and the 
mean maximum was 0.83°C above the yearly average. 
The highest temperature of the year was 28.8°C and occurred on 17th July. There was a total of 57 
days (27 days more than the long-term average) when the temperature reached or exceeded 21.1°C 
70F; 11 in June, 24 in July, 13 in August and nine in September. The lowest maximum daytime 
temperature of 1.2°C was recorded on 2nd February. The highest overnight temperature was 18.2°C 
and was recorded on 6th August. The lowest overnight minimum temperature was -2.4°C on 25th 
January. There was a total of 18 air frosts (defined as a temperature below 0.0°C); five in January, 
six in February, five in March and two in December. The latest spring frost was recorded on 5th 
March. The first frost of the autumn/winter was recorded on 20th December.  
 
Rainfall 
The rainfall for the year 2006 totalled 720.2mm representing 83% of the long-term average. 2006 
was the driest year since 1991. 2006 was 2.9mm drier than 2005, and the fourth consecutive year 
with below average rainfall. There were 155 days with measurable rainfall. The three months with 
above average rainfall were December with 111.8mm (111% LTA), March with 71.8mm        
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(116% LTA) and May with 84.4mm. (188% LTA). The nine months with below average rainfall 
were: June with 4.4mm (10% LTA), January with 18.4mm (18% LTA), August with 28.4mm 
(56% LTA), July with 29.3mm (66% LTA), April with 41.9mm (69% LTA), October with 
103.2mm (85% LTA), September with 62.2mm (88% LTA), February with 60.4mm (97% LTA), 
and November with 104.0mm (98% LTA). 
An amount of rainfall reaching or exceeding 25.4mm (1 inch) in a 24 hour period ending at 
09.00GMT, did not occur during 2006 - the first time since 1984. The wettest day was the 13th 

September when 24.0mm was recorded. 
 
 
Sunshine 
The total sunshine hours for 2006 was 2083.2 which represents 111% of the long-term average. 
Last year was the fourth consecutive year where 2000 hours of sunshine was exceeded. The sun-
shine for the three summer months, June, July and August totalled 918.6 hours. The sunniest 
month of the year was July with 340.4 hours, representing 134% of its long-term average. During 
2006 there were seven months with above average sunshine; November with 155% LTA (126.2 
hours), July with 134% LTA (340.4 hours), June with 132% LTA (320.3 hours), March with 109% 
(135.2 hours) August and September both with 107% LTA (257.9 and 183.4 hours respectively) 
and April with 103% LTA (196.4 hours). The five months not to attain their monthly average were 
May with 87% LTA (211.0 hours), February with 89% LTA (78.7 hours), January with 91% (63.6 
hours) October and December both with 94% LTA (114.0 hours and 56.1 hours respectively). The 
sunniest day of 2006 was 14th July when 15.4 hours were recorded. 
Between the 1st May and 30th September there were 64 days on which over 10 hours of sunshine 
were recorded. This is five days more than the long-term average. 
 
 
Miscellaneous Phenomena 
 
Thunder 
Thunder was heard on 13 days compared to the long-term average of 10; four in July, two in Au-
gust, one in September, five in October and one in November. 
 
Hail 
Hail was recorded on 4 days; one in April and three in November. 
 
Sleet / Snow 
Sleet and/or snow fell on 10 days: two in January, five in February and three in March.  The falls 
were mainly light in Shanklin although snow was observed lying on the downs on the 24th March. 
 
Gales 
Gales occurred on 30 days during the year; two in January, two in February, five in March, four in 
May, one in September, three in October, five in November and eight in December. 
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MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY - 2006 
 
 
MONTH      AVE. TEMP.    MEAN MAX.     MEAN MIN.       RAINFALL      SUNSHINE  
                              0C                      0C                           0C                       mm               HOURS   
JAN                     5.6                      7.8                          3.4                       18.4                   63.6 
FEB                     4.5                      6.8                          2.1                       60.4                   78.7        
MAR                   5.9                      8.4                          3.4                       71.8                  135.2 
APR                    9.2                     12.2                          6.2                       41.9                 196.4 
MAY                 12.3                    15.4                          9.2                       84.4                  211.0 
JUN                   15.7                    19.8                        11.5                         4.4                  320.3 
JLY                   19.4                     23.5                        15.3                       29.3                  340.4 
AUG                 17.5                     21.0                        14.1                       28.4                  257.9    
SEP                   17.6                     20.5                        14.7                       62.2                  183.4 
OCT                  14.7                     17.0                        12.3                     103.2                  114.0 
NOV                 10.3                     13.3                          7.3                     104.0                  126.2    
DEC                    7.9                     10.4                          5.5                     111.8                    56.1 
YEARLY       11.71                   14.67                        8.75                     720.2                2083.2 
FIGURE   
 
 
Author : Clive Cooper, 78 Whitecross Avenue, Shanklin, Isle of Wight PO37 7ET 



212

Proc.  Isle Wight nat. Hist. archaeol. Soc. 22  (pub 2007) 

 
OBITUARIES 

 
Derek Agutter Reid   (1927 - 2006) 

 
Derek Reid, who died on 18th January 2006 aged 78, was an internationally respected authority on 
fungi. Although he was not a member, he had a long and fruitful association with the Society and 
many of its members, both living and deceased. Much of the information in this account comes 
from conversations with Derek whilst he was staying with us.  
 Derek Reid was borne on 2nd September 1927 at Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire. He was 
brought up in a sixteenth century half-timbered house in the High Street. His father and grandfa-
ther had run a shop from the premises, his father selling artists materials and picture frames, the 
family living upstairs. At school, Derek developed an interest in painting fungi. This was largely 
self-taught but he was encouraged by his father, who painted watercolours, and more particularly 
by his mother, who, he said, introduced an element of discipline into his paintings. He eventually 
amassed a huge collection of over 2000 fungal paintings over a period of more than 50 years of 
mycology. Some of them were published in the series of Coloured Icones of Rare and Interesting 
Fungi (1967-72). This work included descriptions of many new species and the series he started 
has continued with other contributors.  
 Derek went to University College at Hull after the War, to study for a degree in Botany and 
Geology. This followed a period of two years in the Royal Medical Corps, where he worked in 
hospital pathology laboratories. On arrival at Hull he found conditions to be rather spartan; stu-
dents were housed in converted nissan huts. Derek was already interested in fungi, but he became 
inspired by Dr. John Webster (later Professor Webster) who was a young mycology lecturer at the 
University. Derek attended his first British Mycological Society forays whilst a student at Hull. He 
was also much influenced by Professor Good, the head of the Botany Department, with whom, as 
a student, he visited many good botanical sites. These included annual visits to Dorset, and a tea 
shop at Corfe Castle was always included in the itinerary. It was here that Derek gained a reputa-
tion for consuming large quantities of cream cakes, a reputation which stayed with him! Derek 
recounted that Professor Good had provided him with the inspiration to be a mycologist, but not 
the training to pass examinations!  
 Through Dr. Webster, Derek was recommended to work at Kew where the Mycology de-
partment at the time was dominated by Elsie M. Wakefield and R.W.G. Dennis, two highly influ-
ential mycologists of international renown. He took the place of Elsie Wakefield following her 
retirement in 1951. He worked at Kew Herbarium throughout his life, first as a scientific officer, 
then, in 1958, as senior scientific officer. He gained his PhD in 1964 for his monograph on the 
world species of stipitate Stereum species. Finally, in 1975, when Dennis retired, he was promoted 
to head of the mycology section. Although he published nearly 200 scientific papers, he will per-
haps be most widely remembered as editor of Roger Phillips Mushrooms, the first extensive popu-
lar photographic guide to fungi, published in 1981 and still in print and highly regarded. 
 Derek met his first wife, Pamela Saich, also a mycologist, on a fungus foray and they mar-
ried in 1953. They were fortunate to have rented accommodation in the grounds of Kew Gardens, 
in the servant’s quarters of Kew Palace, the seventeenth century wing of a 16th century house. 
Derek was able to commute to work at the Herbarium through the gardens by bicycle, and he had a 
key to the gates so that he could go out in the evenings. The house had gas for heating, cooking 
and lighting. Electricity was finally installed at the time of the visit of The Queen to celebrate the 
bicentenary of Kew Gardens in the 1960’s. The house was allegedly haunted and his second wife, 
Sheila, claims to have seen a scullery maid in one of the rooms. When Derek first worked at Kew, 
the gardeners had no vehicles, and two cart horses were kept in the grounds to tow carts around the 
Gardens.  
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Derek was fortunate to be able to travel widely in his work, collecting throughout Europe, 
in North America, Australia, in Trinidad and Tobago. In the late 1960’s, during a Botanical Con-
gress held at Kew, he met Professor Albert Eicker who was the Head of Botany at the University 
of Pretoria. He persuaded Derek to visit him in South Africa. At first he was reluctant to go but, 
Professor Eicker persisted and so was formed a fruitful mycological and amicable partnership. 
Derek annually visited South Africa to carry out mycological studies long after his retirement. He 
held the position of Visiting Professor in the Botany Department between 1989 and 1997. This 
was the only place of mycological taxonomic research in South Africa and the two of them de-
scribed many new species and, according to Derek, never got around to writing up many others. 
The partnership continued until the retirement of Professor Eicker in 1998, after which Derek no 
longer spent time in South Africa and taxonomic interest in fungi in South Africa waned. 

Derek and his first wife divorced in the 1970’s. He married his second wife, Sheila, in 
1987. Sheila had been a cleaning operative in the Ministry of Agriculture at Whitehall at the time 
that the Labour M.P., David Blunkett, was a civil servant working on the marketing of eggs. On 
one occasion, Sheila had to assist David Blunkett to evacuate the building at the time of a bomb 
scare. This was successfully accomplished but the event proved too traumatic for David Blunkett’s 
guide dog, which had to be put down subsequently. Sheila subsequently took a job at Kew, where 
she met Derek. 
              Derek retired, reluctantly, at the age of sixty-five in 1992 and went to live at Elmer Sands 
in West Sussex, in a house which had been his weekend retreat for many years. On retirement, 
laboratory space was provided for him to work one day a week at Kew. This was very much the 
pattern with retired members of staff at that time. He continued under these arrangements for a few 
years until he was refused permission to continue to work at Kew by David Pegler, the head of 
mycology at the time. This caused Derek much grief, as the two had never got on particularly well. 

Derek always showed an interest in supporting local natural history groups and stimulat-
ing the interest of amateur mycologists. He took evening classes in London and led Field Studies 
courses at Box Hill and Preston Montford. He continued to run weekend courses for the Country-
side Education Trust, based at Beaulieu in the New Forest, for many years up until 2004. He 
trained the television outdoor survival presenter, Ray Mears, in the identification of fungi and re-
marked what an enthusiastic and able student he proved to be.  

Derek had a long association with the Bedfordshire Natural History Society, his home 
county . He joined in 1950 and soon attended the annual forays, which had been led by R.W.G. 
Dennis from their foundation in 1946. He attended their Society Foray annually until 1998, leading 
a total of 45 forays, and he maintained their record cards for a remarkable 47 years.  
Derek arrived on the Island in 1980 to assist with our Society annual fungus foray, having been 
invited by Oliver Frazer, following Dr Ramsbottom’s 
suggestion. His first Island foray was on Mottistone 
Down, a meeting held jointly with the British Mycologi-
cal Society. Also in attendance was Audrey Thomas, who 
worked at Haslemere Educational Museum and had al-
ready visited the Island earlier with Mr E. H. Ellis from 
Guildford. Derek and Audrey proved to be a 
‘mycological couple’. They were a memorable ‘team’ for 
many years at fungus forays, Audrey patiently and re-
peatedly explaining the characteristics of some of the 
more readily identified species to the queues of eager 
forayers with laden baskets, whilst Derek concentrated on 
the critical species. Following Derek’s divorce from his first wife, he had developed an exuberant 
manner and a reputation as something of a ladies man! It was Derek, and particularly Audrey, who 
nurtured David Carr’s growing interest in fungi, which was to develop into a genuine talent, David 
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taking over as leader of the Fungus Section of the Society. Eventually, Audrey’s declining health 
reached a point where she was reluctantly unable to assist with the annual forays, but Derek con-
tinued, visiting each year up until 2005, when his wife, Sheila, was diagnosed with cancer and he 
needed to remain with her. 

During the course of his career, Derek described many fungal species new to science and 
he had eight fungal taxa named after him in his lifetime, in the tradition of honouring someone 
who has studied a particular genus in detail. One of these, Hygrocybe reidii, an orange-coloured 
waxcap with a characteristic honey-like smell, was named in Reid's honour by the French mycolo-
gist Robert Kühner in 1976; it is a widespread species of unimproved grasslands. During Derek’s 
visits to the Island, he was particularly intrigued by the discovery, in 1989, of a large Amanita 
which had become established in the holm oak wood on St Boniface Down, Ventnor. He identified 
this as Amanita ovoidea, and the discovery resulted in a joint paper with myself, published in The 
Proceedings in 1993. St Boniface Down has since become a site of pilgrimage for mycologists 
keen to see this Mediterranean fungus growing in its only permanent site in this country. 

Derek died unexpectedly and peacefully in his sleep on 19th January 2006, aged 78 years, 
leaving his wife, Sheila, and a son David by his first marriage, a malacologist at the Natural His-
tory Museum. He left all his books, papers and paintings to Kew.     
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Dr Jack Jones  (1926-2006) 
 
 Our society shares its loss with an array of Island cultural organisations that will miss the 
gentle wit, wisdom and companionship of Dr Jack Jones. As Leader of the Society’s Archaeologi-
cal Section in the 1960s he will be remembered as an ever affable and truly accomplished col-
league, mentor and friend.   
 Jack and Johanna Jones arrived in the Island in December 1953. They settled in the Cura-
tor’s flat high in the Montacute Tower of Carisbrooke Castle Museum. At the age of 27 Jack had 
moved from the Grosvenor Museum at Chester. There, as Assistant Curator, he had worked under 
Dr Graham Webster, the authority on Roman Britain and the Roman army. Living literally ‘on the 
job’ Jack made the museum a true temple of the Muses and he and Johanna clearly gave all. 
 Jack came to the Island with significant credentials. 
He brought an Oxford degree in History, a Diploma in An-
thropology and Fellowship of the Museums Association. 
Something of his anthropological interests had been happily 
tickled at Chester where he had opened a box of excavated 
Roman material to find a set of bronze false teeth. At Ox-
ford Jack took part in an elaborate hoax in which an obscure 
academic was heralded as a distinguished speaker at a 
highly publicised meeting of the University Archaeological 
Society. After the speaker had been introduced, the doors of 
the lecture theatre were locked. For the next three hours the 
‘guest’ then proceeded to read the bible page by page in 
Welsh. 
 It was the Island’s good fortune that Jack and 
Johanna decided on an extended stay. Due to Princess Beatrice, the last Royal resident of the cas-
tle, the museum had found home within a principal guardianship monument that was, then, admin-
istered by the Ministry of Works.  The Trustees of Carisbrooke Castle Museum were few and un-
assuming. The Ministry certainly found a local museum an anomaly in its national portfolio of tidy 
ruins. The local authorities of the Island chose to see a Castle Museum as something that might be 
funded from the Ministry’s turnstile. The challenge for Jack had already been set.  
 Those of us who enjoyed the privilege of working in the museum with Jack would later 
glimpse many vignettes of his life within the castle walls where he and Johanna were ever a hospi-
table team. At a management meeting a Ministry representative had announced to Jack that “there 
is nothing in the Ancient Monuments Act of 1912 that obliges Government to assist the public in 
understanding or interpreting an ancient monument or, indeed, a museum within a monument”. 
For Jack this was no more than an intriguing pebble amongst the stones of a familiar curatorial 
road.  
 Entrenched adversaries of the museum could be amusingly satirised to neutralise their 
sting. By this means, dark shadows cast by such characters as ‘Schickelgruber’, ‘the Black 
Widow’ and the ‘Micro-cerebral One’ would fade to extinction in the light of Jack’s sunny and 
reassuring cheerfulness.  Inevitably, with the help of the Director of Education, ‘Bill’ Barratt and 
the Honorary Treasurer, Dr Keith Horsefield, Jack was to become the third musketeer to defend 
the Island’s truly embattled museum. Jack’s protective role and his daunting intellect were affec-
tionately   recognised  amongst  all  of  his staff  where he  was  mutually  acknowledged  to  be  
Fleming’s ‘M’.   
 Arriving at the Castle Museum 1973, I was soon introduced to Jack’s ingenious philosophi-
cal mechanism for weathering adversity and winning the day through good humour. Locked in the 
black vault of the darkroom Jack emitted a sharp cry that was followed by an ominous crash. I was 
naturally concerned for his safety. After he had abandoned his bromide trays, Jack eventually ex-
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plained that the cry was the name of a certain councillor. “I always use his name when chopping 
the photographs in the guillotine”.  When a brittle cardboard storage box split and scattered all 
manner of contents from top to bottom of the cellar steps, Jack’s perfectly natural exclamation was 
‘oh dear me, what a heterogeneous assemblage’! 
 Jack’s gentle and impish good humour surely permeated the Isle of Wight Natural History 
and Archaeological Society. In the 1970s the Society’s council meetings had become legend for 
the size of their attendance and their ponderous duration. When minutes of the previous meeting 
were read for approval, Jack politely enquired whether it should read ‘minutes of a meeting held 
on the 17/18th of September.  The irony of the point was apparently lost. When Jack arrived for the 
next meeting his duffle coat and thermos showed that he was set for a long haul.  
 Jack’s academic contribution to Island life and Island history was ever sound, intricate and 
well measured. The ‘Royal Prisoner’ first published by Lutterworth in 1965 was a seminal study 
of the context in which King Charles 1 had been imprisoned in Carisbrooke Castle. With charac-
teristic modesty, Jack ceded the publisher’s royalty to the museum’s slender funds. Some years 
later his generosity was repeated when the second edition was printed. These were no small ges-
tures.   
 In volume 6 of the Proceedings (1968) Jack presented an account of ‘The building of a fort 
at Sandown’. This study soon moved beyond architectural and military history to offer testimony 
to the impact of fort-building on the natural environment of the Island in the 17th century.  The 
social, economic and political events of this period were later expounded in the Jones PhD thesis 
of 1978. This study of The Isle of Wight 1558-1642 provided the long-sought framework in which 
Islanders might set a miscellany of events otherwise glimpsed through such random accounts as 
those given in the Oglander archive and its published extracts in A Royalist Notebook ( Bamford, 
1936) and Nunwell Symphony (Aspinall-Oglander, 1945).  
 Other historic sources explored by Jack had been virtually untapped. With fierce independ-
ence, Medina Borough Council had declined to entrust its historic archives to the safekeeping of 
the Isle of Wight County Record Office. Jack’s diplomatic skills were fully tested in negotiating a 
key and access to a remote back-store in Quay Street, Newport. Here the medieval documents of 
the Borough were lurking amongst modern mortgage papers and social service records. His tran-
scriptions of these documents were to be an intriguing and colourful revelation.   
 Jack’s gift of communication led him to his collaborative work with Johanna on The Isle of 
Wight; an illustrated history. This was published in 1987 by the Dovecote Press. Its success was 
consolidated by Jack’s Curiosities of the Isle of Wight produced by the same publisher in 1989. 
Fine scholarship, perhaps less known, is ‘The historical background to the refortification’ a spe-
cialist chapter in the English Heritage report on ‘Excavations at Carisbrooke Castle, 1921-
1996’ (C. J. Young 2000).  Here Jack reveals something of that great fund of knowledge that he 
held on the events on the Island during and after the Armada episode of 1588. With his inimitable 
style and scholarship he leaves the reader eager for more. The medieval history of the castle had 
been outlined by Percy Stone in 1898 and revised in volume 5 of the Victoria County History  pub-
lished in 1912. There was surely much more in the original documents that Jack had yet to tell. 
 Due to the elegant and persuasive quality of his written works, Jack Jones has left Islanders 
with an enchanting and lasting legacy. This, surely, will be crowned by his unforgettable modesty 
and charm. Jack has also bequeathed to us the names of those long distant trails that offer both 
Vectensians and visitors a snakes and ladders route through the Island’s historic landscape. The 
creation of the Isle of Wight Archaeological Committee and the funding of the Isle of Wight 
County Sites and Monuments Record can all be traced back to a vital round-robin, penned by Jack 
in his tiny museum office, in 1975.   
 Life rewarded Jack with all manner of surprises: the gift of a renovated London taxi, given 
by the Priestleys to assist his bicycle-driven archaeological fieldwork in the 1950s; an unexpected 
visit from a deranged mental patient who arrived in the courtyard of Carisbrooke Castle in a stolen 
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red sports car and blowing a trumpet.  “After engaging with him in a conversation on the life of 
Oliver Cromwell, for three quarters of an hour, I finally realised that this lunatic was standing be-
tween me and the door”. When the office phone rang, Jack heard a policeman whisper “just keep 
the man talking”. When problems seemed to be over, there were castle donkeys absconding to 
Newport High Street. Later, high in the tower, footsteps were heard on the stairs. Sunday lunch 
was then interrupted by the arrival of an itinerant goat from Shorwell. 
 These have been a little of the times and events in the life of Jack Jones, the like of which 
can never pass our way again. His experiences he shared with us with amusement and joy and in 
his company it was always easy to assume a better world. Our deepest sympathies go to Johanna. 
A gentle giant has walked amongst us and now we are left to gaze in awe at the depth of his foot-
prints and the direction in which they have led.  
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Dr. Eric Laidlaw    (1915 – 2006) 
 

 ERIC FORTESCUE LAIDLAW  was born in 1915.. His father, Dr. Frank Fortescue Laid-
law, was in general practice  in Uffculme in Devon.   Having read Zoology at Cambridge, Frank 
Laidlaw joined a scientific expedition to Malaya in 1898 and subsequently became an expert on 
the dragonflies and land molluscs of the region, publishing over a hundred scientific papers and 
donating specimens to the Natural History Museum.  On his retirement he lived for a time at Vent-
nor where he pursued  his natural history studies and rediscovered the Isle of Wight Helleborine at 
St. Lawrence in 1971. 
 Eric Laidlaw followed his father both in his career in medicine and in his lifelong interest in 
botany, especially that of Scotland and of Ben Lawers in particular, which he first visited with his 
father.  He was educated at Epsom College and Peterhouse, Cambridge, and undertook his clinical 
training at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, qualifying MB, BChir(Cantab) in 1941. 
 Twice he held posts as a Resident Doctor at the Royal National Hospital, Ventnor. He spent 
some time at a clinic in Switzerland and was Resident Surgical Officer at the world-famous 
Brompton Hospital in London.  When the post of Deputy Medical Superintendant at the RNH fell 
vacant in 1947 Dr. Alex Miller, then Superintendant, asked Eric Laidlaw to apply, and Eric was 
duly appointed, holding that post until 1956.  By that time modern drug treatments for tuberculosis  
were in use, the demand for sanatorium beds was falling and Dr. Miller left to join the Isle of 
Wight Hospital.  Dr. Laidlaw now became Acting Medical Superintendant and remained there 
until the closure of the Royal National Hospital in 1964. 
 He then moved to St. Mary’s Hospital as Consultant Physician (Chest Medicine and Geriat-
ric Medicine) with an office in the newly built Hassall Ward, named after Arthur Hill Hassell, 
M.D., F.L.S.(1817-1894), another doctor naturalist who specialised in the study of freshwater al-
gae, and who was the founder in 1868 of what was then the National Cottage Hospital for Con-
sumption and Diseases of the Chest, at Ventnor.  Eric was devoted to Hassall’s memory,  was par-
ticularly concerned that Hassall’s work in founding the RNH should not be forgotten, and proud of 
the fine portrait of Hassall that hung in the entrance to the ward named after him. 
 Dr. Laidlaw continued to supervise the treatment of all TB patients in the Island , but was 
increasingly concerned with the rising incidence of asthma, and of asbestosis and mesothelioma  
resulting from the exposure of Island shipyard workers to asbestos.  
 He developed a fully integrated geriatric service on the Island, a previously neglected disci-
pline here, very necessary because of the increasing number of the elderly ill. He gained the re-
spect of his colleagues for the new specialty of Geriatric Medicine, and was one of the first doctors 
locally to appreciate the skills and help of social workers.  He initiated the Geriatric Day Hospital 
at St. Mary’s, which was named after him, much to his embarrassment. 
 Great gentleness of manner and immense courtesy to his junior staff, nurses and patients 
made him much loved and respected despite, or partly perhaps because of his eccentricities and 
other-worldliness. 

He retired in 1979 and continued to live in Wootton with his wife Brenda.  In retirement 
he was the author of two well-researched books of local interest  The Story of the Royal National  
Hospital (1990) and A History of the Isle of Wight Hospitals (1994).Eric joined the INWHAS in 
1976 and as well as a keen interest in botany is remembered for leading some rather tortuous 
walks around St. Lawrence and some fiendish quizzes in aid of the Botanical Gardens. A Memo-
rial Service was held on March 26, 2006 for Eric at St. Lawrence Church.  At the end of the ser-
vice a Peacock Butterfly was seen fluttering against the stained glass window inside the  church.  It 
was caught and released into the pale, early spring sunshine.   Eric would have appreciated that.  

 
David Biggs , Andy Butler 
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Francis Rose  (1921-2006) 
 

 The reputation of Francis Rose as a formidable field botanist went before him. I remember 
being told about field trips organised by this great teacher of botany who, with immense enthusi-
asm, would identify and patiently explain identification characters of plants in the field together 
with a wealth of detail about their distribution and ecology. His depth of knowledge meant that 
flowering plants, mosses, liverworts and lichens were equally familiar to him. He had a reputation 
of having botanised just about everywhere in the British Isles and on the near Continent, together 
with an encyclopaedic memory, a good humoured nature and an ability to teach and inspire others. 
His botanical knowledge of Southern England was unsurpassed. His field trips would continue 
well into the evening when light was failing and others enthusiasm was dwindling.  
 I subsequently attended some of his field visits when I was developing an interest in li-
chens, but my first direct contact with him was when I made the discovery of a large patch of lung-
wort (Lobaria pulmonaria) growing on an ash tree at Swainston. This splendid lichen is an old 
forest indicator species and, at the time, had not been recorded from the Island since the nineteenth 
century. I wrote to Dr Rose about my discovery and received a characteristically enthusiastic letter 
full of information about lichens and Isle of Wight sites and encouraging us to meet up for a field 
visit. He wrote: 
 I was delighted to receive your letter about lichens in the Isle of Wight, especially Lobaria 
pulmonaria. I have been working intensively for some years on lichen distribution and phytosoci-
ology, particularly in the New Forest but also in the rest of the country, and I have made several 
survey visits to the I.O.W. These however have been all too brief. The Island is near but it is very 
expensive to take one’s car over, so day visits (without meeting a friend with a car in I.O.W.) are 
not very productive! 
 This was in January 1976. I was living in Edinburgh at the time but it was the start of a long 
period of regular exchange of correspondence, enthusiastic late evening telephone conversations, 
and packages of lichens sent off for identification. 
 I came to learn that Francis was not a newcomer to the Island. At the time, he had a post-
graduate student, Rob Scaife, who was researching fossil pollen analysis on Island sites. Rob had 
been keen to carry out research on the Island and became a close friend of Francis Rose.  
 Lichens had become a very neglected group of plants in the twentieth century. The forma-
tion of the British Lichen Society in the mid 1950s came at a time when there was the glimmer of 
a re-awakening of interest in lichens but scarcely anyone had the knowledge to identify them. One 
of the early converts was Francis Rose, who already had a national reputation in higher plants and 
bryophytes. He was particularly interested in woodland lichens and made a special study of the 
New Forest lichens. Some woods were good for lichens and others were poor. Francis gained a 
legendary reputation for recognising promising sites from the ground, from the car and from the 
map. His highly developed ecological awareness was to elevate woodland lichen studies into an 
extremely valuable and powerful conservation tool. He was the first person to recognise the links 
with ancient woodland and medieval deer parks and Lobaria pulmonaria was the flagship lichen. 
Throughout the decade 1968-78, searching out relict woodlands containing this species and its 
associates become a minor obsession. At the same time, in order to understand the lichen flora 
afresh, the handful of developing experts set out to comb the countryside and record everything. 
One such pioneering band comprised Francis Rose, and two young enthusiasts Brian Coppins 
(later to become lichenologist at Edinburgh Royal Botanic Garden) and Allan Pentecost (who went 
on to study lichens in North Wales). They visited the Island in 1971 and made the first comprehen-
sive lichen records since Victorian times. They did not discover much in the way of ancient wood-
land lichens. Francis wrote, ‘I have seen few areas of old woodland in IOW that contain many old 
standard trees in the coppice that prevails’. However, they were able to record much of great in-
terest. They were just in time to record the rich lichen flora of English elm trees at places such as 
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Newtown, Brading and Swainston, just before their loss to Dutch elm disease, and they discovered 
the lichenological riches of Godshill churchyard. 
 Francis Rose’s knowledge of the Island’s botany was immense by the time I met him, al-
though, in fact, this was no different to his knowledge of very many counties of the British Isles. 
Indeed, he claimed to have worked in the field in every county of Britain, excepting Orkney, Shet-
land and the Outer Hebrides. He had visited and recorded many of our Island sites, some for the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Naturalists’ Trust, and was passing his vascular plant records onto 
Bill Shepard and his bryophyte records to Lorna Snow.  
 One memorable occasion, was his visit in August 1986. Francis arrived at Ryde Esplanade 
station clutching a sandwich box which he opened to reveal a specimen of Red Helleborine 
(Cephalanthera rubra), one of Britain’s rarest plants, sitting on a damp paper towel! It was my 
first encounter with the plant, which had come from The Warren in 
Hampshire and was the first specimen to have been found in Hamp-
shire in modern times. Francis said that the flowering stem had been 
‘broken by a badger’, although other explanations have been put for-
ward for its accidental breakage! Anyway, he was keen for it to be 
preserved and we started our day’s excursion with a visit to Caris-
brooke High School Science Laboratories where we endeavoured to 
bleach the specimen with sulphur dioxide in a fume cupboard, a tech-
nique which, he alleged, would result in the colour re-appearing as it 
dried. This, in fact, proved unsuccessful ! 
 His letters were always a delight to receive, full of helpful 
information about ecology, potential Island sites to visit, and the 
fruits of his latest visits to sites around the country and on the Conti-
nent. Profitable visits to certain ancient woodlands on the Island, in 
particular North Park at Swainston, Cliff Copse near Shanklin, Bon-
church Landslip and Briddlesford Copse, helped towards their subse-
quent designation as Sites of Special Scientific Interest. Following a 
visit to North Park Copse, Francis wrote ‘The site should certainly be 
conserved. I shall urge the NCC people to go there in June, and I hope to be able to come for a 
couple of days myself.’ He was referring to a special Nature Conservancy Council event organised 
by Colin Tubbs to survey woodland on the Island. At the time, little was known about the ancient 
woodland resource on the Island. Accommodation was arranged at the historic Royal Sandrock 
Hotel (subsequently lost to fire) at Niton, from 31 May to 3 June 1981. The prestigious group in-
cluded some of Britain’s top woodland ecology experts. Apart from Francis, there was George 
Peterken, Keith Kirby, Colin Tubbs, Dick Hornby and others, and the event led to the notification 
of a number of Island woodlands as SSSI’s.     
 Francis’s Island visits, particularly when searching for Bryophytes, were often with his 
friends E.C. (Ted)Wallace & Rod Stearn. Together, they spent much time searching the Undercliff 
for its specialised Bryophyte flora in the early 1980s. Francis and Rod Stearn also surveyed Park-
hurst Forest for the first time for bryophytes and lichens in 1998/9. He was able to reveal a surpris-
ingly rich old woodland (wood pasture) flora in localised and scattered patches of oak woodland, 
previously unrecognised. This information had significant implications for how the forest would 
be managed.  
 With Francis’s encouragement and assistance I was able to publish the first up to date li-
chen flora of the Isle of Wight in 1983, and he assisted with its revision in 2003. 
 Francis’s health failed in his latter years, although he remained enthusiastic to visit the Is-
land again. Alas, efforts to do so in recent years came to nothing. One of his last pieces of pub-
lished writing was a short chapter in The Isle of Wight Flora (2003), entitled ‘Island Distinctive-
ness’. This was mostly a reworking of material published elsewhere or in correspondence, which I 
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undertook, but he spent some considerable time working up a comparison of the bryophyte flora of 
the Island with neighbouring Hampshire and Sussex.  
 His memory lives on in the Wild Flower Key, one of the most popular and highly regarded 
field guides which has never been out of print since it first appeared in 1981. It has recently been 
revised by Clare O’Reilly and it is the standard reference book on our Botany Group field meet-
ings.  
 His memorial service, held at Wakehurst Place in Surrey, was a happy occasion attended by 
around 150 of his friends, family and associates from throughout the country and abroad. The sun 
shone, creating ideal conditions for an autumnal stroll around the gardens. David Bellamy, a one 
time student of Francis, officially opened a new bird hide on the Francis Rose reserve, we exam-
ined the rock outcrops in the woods with their colonies of Tunbridge Filmy fern, a habitat much 
cherished by Francis, and a commemorative oak tree was planted overlooking the reserve. Indoors, 
eminent botanists paid their respects and tributes to this great man of botany.  
 
Colin Pope 
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Nature Notes 
Reports of meetings 
Yearly meteorological reports 
Obituaries and procedural notes 
 
Where there is more than one author, the full reference is given under the lead author. 
The year listed refers to the year quoted on the cover rather than the date the volume/part was issued 
 

Author Date Title Vol Part 

Adams, L.E. 1940 The life history of the common mole 3 3 
Adams, R.H. 1960 Agricultural history of  the Isle of Wight 5 5 
Alexander, J 1960 Investigation of a round barrow on Arreton Down, Isle of Wight Part 1  5 5 
Alexander, J, & 
Ozanne P.C. 1962 Investigation of a round barrow on Arreton Down, Isle of Wight Part 3  5 7 
Alexander, K.  
Goodenough, S. & 
Pope, C.R. 1989 The storm of 16th October 1987 9  
Angell, B. 1990 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1989 10  
Angell, B. 1991 Isle of Wight butterfly records for 1990 11  
Angell, B. 1992 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1991 12  
Angell, B. 1997 see Knill-Jones, S.A. &  Angell, B. 13  
Angell, B. 1998 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1997 14  
Angell, B. 2000 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1999 16  
Angell, B 2004 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 2003 20  
Arnold C.J. 1975 A Medieval site at Bouldnor, Isle of Wight 6 10 
Arnold, C.J. 1981 Colonisation & settlement, the early Anglo Saxon pottery of the Isle of Wight 7 6 
Ashdown, M.J. 1998 Freshwater report 1997 14  
Ashdown, M.J. 1999 Freshwater report for 1998 15  
Basford, F.E. 1988 Kingston Church: an archaeological survey. 8 3 
Basford, F.E. 2007 The Portable Antiquities scheme in the Isle of Wight 22  
Basford, F.E. & V.J. 1990 A survey of walled gardens & earthworks at Knighton Georges 10  
Basford, V. & F. 1992 Northwood Park - from medieval manor to municipal park 12  
Basford, V., Smout, 
R. et al 2000 The Wydcombe Survey:  the landscape & history of Wydcombe 16  
Benson, G.C. 1948 Iron Age settlement at Ventnor 4 3 
Benson, G.C. 1950 Appuldurcombe Manor 4 5 
Benson, G.C. 1953 A Belgic occupation site at Gill's Cliff, Ventnor 4 8 
Bevis, J. 1977 see  Kettell, R., Shepard, B, & Bevis, J. 7 2 
Bevis, J. 1978 see  Kettell, R., Shepard, B, & Bevis, J. 7 3 
Bevis. J. 1980 see  Kettell, R., Shepard, B, & Bevis, J. 7 5 
Biggs, D.T. 1976 Andricus quercus-calicis -- a new gall on the Island 7 1 
Biggs, D.T. 1987 Alien galls and the media 8 2 
Biggs, D.T. 1987 Cecidology on the Isle of Wight 8 2 
Biggs, D.T. 1988 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 8 3 
Biggs, D.T. 1989 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 9  
Biggs, D.T. 1990 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 10  
Biggs, D.T. 1991 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 11  
Biggs, D.T. 1992 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 12  
Biggs, D.T. 1997 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 13  
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Biggs, D.T. 1997 Cynipid oak galls on the Isle of Wight 13  
Biggs, D.T. 1997 Additions to the Hemiptera fauna of Isle of Wight 13  
Biggs, D.T. 1997 The study of leaf mines & miners on Isle of Wight 13  
Biggs, D.T. 1998 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 14  
Biggs, D.T. 1998 New Vice-County records for Hemiptera 14  
Biggs, D.T. 1998 Leaf-mining organisims not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 14  
Biggs, D.T. 1999 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 15  
Biggs, D.T. 1999 Non-oak cynipid galls on the Isle of Wight  15  
Biggs, D.T. 1999 Leaf-mining organisims not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 15  
Biggs, D.T. 2000 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 16  
Biggs, D.T. 2000 A new Sawfly  Diprion simile (Hartig)  for Isle of Wight 16  
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The yellow-legged clearwing moth (Synathedon vespiformi) a new site for the Isle of 
Wight 14  

Cheverton, J.M. 1986 Early sightings of the painted lady (Vanessa cardui) 8 1 
Cheverton, J.M. & 
Pelham, C.N. 1988 Current status of Isle of Wight moths 8 3 
Colenutt, S.R. 1997 Pyralidae. Evergestis limbata a species new to mainland Britain 13  
Cramp, P. 1990 Additions to the status of the Isle of Wight moths 10  
Dickson, R. 1977  An interesting moth on an interesting foodplant 7 2 
Ford, R.L.E. 1976 Spiral rotation in the larva of Pieris brassicae 7 1 
Jeffery, H.G. 1928 A supplementary List (Lepidoptera) additional to Morey 1909 & Proceedings 1921 1 9 
Knill-Jones, R. 1956 Capture of Notodonta phoebe & Vanessa huntera in the Isle of Wight 5 1 
Lobb, J. 1958 Notes on breeding the waved black moth (Parascotia fulginaria) 5 3 
Lobb, J. 1960 A preliminary survey of the Lepidoptera of Newtown, Hamstead & Cranmore 5 5 
Lobb, J. 1961 A survey of  Newtown, Hamstead & Cranmore (Lepidoptera) 5 6 
Lobb, J. 1962 A survey of the Lepidoptera of Newtown, Hamstead & Cranmore 5 7 
Poole, H. F. 1921 Additions to the Isle of Wight list (Lepidoptera) 1 2 
Pope, C.R. 1983 Glanville fritillary survey 7 8 
Pope, C.R. 1987 The status of the Glanville fritillary on the Isle of Wight 8 2 
Pope, C.R. 1999 The natural history of the Glanville fritillary butterfly 15  
Waring, P. 1989 1998 survey of the reddish buff moth (Acosmetia caliginosa) on the Isle of Wight 9  
Warne, B. 1998 Discovery of the Channel Island pug (Eupithecia ultimaria) on the Isle of Wight 14  
Warne, B. 1998 Wine ropes: a means of attracting Lepidoptera 14  
Warne, B. 1999 Searching for the larvae of various pug moth species 15  
Warne, B. 2000 More species of pug moth discovered 16  
 
Butterflies and moths annual reports 
Angell, B. 1990 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1989 10  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 1990 The emergence of butterflies & moths in 1989 10  
Angell, B. 1991 Isle of Wight butterfly records for 1990 11  
Angell, B. 1992 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1991 12  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 1992 Noteworthy butterflies & moths recorded at Freshwater 1992 12  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 1997 Notable moths taken in the Isle of Wight during 1994-5 13  
Knill-Jones, S.A. &  
Angell, B. 1997 Rare migrant butterflies recorded on the Isle of Wight during 1995  13  
Angell, B. 1998 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1997 14  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 1998 Notable moths recorded in Isle of Wight during 1996 & 1997 14  

Knill-Jones, S.A. 1999 
Notable moths recorded in Isle of Wight in 1998 including a pyralid new to 
Britain 15  

Angell, B. 2000 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 1999 16  

Knill-Jones, S.A. 2000 
Moths recorded in 1999 in the Isle of Wight including  a Noctuid new to 
mainland Britain 16  

Warne, B. 2000 National moth night 1999 16  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2001 Notable moths recorded in the Isle of Wight during 2000 17  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2002 Notable moths recorded in the Isle of Wight during 2001 18  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2003 Notable moths recorded in the Isle of Wight during 2002 19  
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Angell, B 2004 Butterfly records from the Isle of Wight 2003 20  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2004 Notable moths recorded in the Isle of Wight during 2003 20  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2005 Notable moths recorded in the Isle of Wight during 2004 21  
Butler, A. 2007 Isle of Wight butterfly records for 2006 22  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2007 Moths recorded during 2006 including one macro new to Britain 22  
Knill-Jones, S.A. 2007 Notable moths in the Isle of Wight during 2005 22  
 
Damselflies and dragonflies (Odonata) 

Cheverton, J.M. 1987 Odonata of the Isle of Wight 8 2 
Cheverton, J.M. 1997 Provisional atlas of the Odonata of the Isle of Wight 13  

Dana, D. 2001 
Small red-eyed damselfly Erythromma viridulum a new species for Isle of 
Wight 17  

 
Damselflies and dragonflies annual reports 
Cheverton, J.M. 1992 Damselflies & Dragonflies, 1992 12  
Cheverton, J.M. 1997 Odonata records 1993 - 1995 13  
Cheverton, J.M. 1998 Odonata records for 1996 & 1997 14  
Cheverton, J.M. 1999 Odonata records for 1998 15  
Cheverton, J.M. 2000 Odonata records for 1999 16  
Cheverton, J.M. 2001 Odonata records for 2000 17  
Cheverton, J.M. 2002 Odonata records for 2001 18  
Cheverton, J.M. 2003 Odonata records for 2002 19  
Cheverton, J.M. 2004 Odonata records for 2003 20  
Cheverton, J.M. 2005 Odonata records for 2004 21  
Cheverton, J.M. 2007 Odonata records for 2005 22  
Cheverton, J.M. 2007 Odonata records for 2006 22  
 
Fleas 
Jeffery, H.G. 1922 Pulicidae (Fleas) 1 3 
 
Grasshoppers and Lacewings ( Orthoptera and Neuroptera) 
Blair, K.G. 1948 Supplementary lists for Isle of Wight Orthoptera & Neuroptera 4 3 
Blair, K.G. 1950 Neuroptera of the Isle of Wight 4 5 
 
True flies (Diptera) 
Blair, K.G. 1951 The mosquitoes of Freshwater Marsh 4 6 
Ford, R.L.E. 1976 Dipterous parasites of ladybirds 7 1 
Saunt, J.W. 1946 Isle of Wight Trypetidae 4 1 
Telfer, D. 1992 A provisional list of Diptera of Isle of Wight 12  
Wright, A.S. 2001 Some recent additions to the list of Diptera of the Isle of Wight 17  
 
True Bugs (Hemiptera) 
Biggs, D.T. 1997 Additions to the Hemiptera fauna of Isle of Wight 13 
Biggs, D.T. 1998 New Vice-County records for Hemiptera 14 
Biggs, D.T. 2001 New Vice County records for Hemiptera 17 
 
Gall causers 
Biggs, D.T. 1976 Andricus quercus-calicis -- a new gall on the Island 7 1 
Biggs, D.T. 1987 Alien galls and the media 8 2 
Biggs, D.T. 1987 Cecidology on the Isle of Wight 8 2 
Biggs, D.T. 1988 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 8 3 
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Biggs, D.T. 1989 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 9  
Biggs, D.T. 1990 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 10  
Biggs, D.T. 1991 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 11  
Biggs, D.T. 1992 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 12  
Biggs, D.T. 1997 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 13  
Biggs, D.T. 1997 Cynipid oak galls on the Isle of Wight 13  
Biggs, D.T. 1998 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 14  
Biggs, D.T. 1999 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 15  
Biggs, D.T. 1999 Non-oak cynipid galls on the Isle of Wight  15  
Biggs, D.T. 2000 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 16  
Biggs, D.T. 2001 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 17  
Biggs, D.T. 2003 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 19  
Biggs, D.T. 2003 Cecidomyiid galls on the Isle of Wight 19  
Biggs, D.T. 2003 Other Dipteran galls on the Isle of Wight 19  
Biggs, D.T. 2004 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 20  
Biggs, D.T. 2005 Additional records of plant galls from Isle of Wight 21  
Biggs, D.T. 2007 A small study of the Rose Bedeguar gall and its inhabitants 22  
Biggs, D.T. 2007 Additional records of plant galls from the Isle of Wight 22  
Biggs, D.T. 2007 Mite galls on the Isle of Wight 22  
Biggs, D.T. 2007 Additional records of plant galls from the Isle of Wight 22  
Blair, K.G. 1952 The Reed gall 4 7 
Swanton, E.W. 1937 A preliminary annotated list of plant galls observed in the Isle of Wight 2 8 
 
Leaf  Miners 
Biggs, D.T. 1997 The study of leaf mines & miners on Isle of Wight 13 
Biggs, D.T. 1998 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 14 
Biggs, D.T. 1999 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 15 
Biggs, D.T. 2000 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 16 
Biggs, D.T. 2003 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 19 
Biggs, D.T. 2004 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 20 
Biggs, D.T. 2005 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 21 
Biggs, D.T. 2007 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 2005 22 
Biggs, D.T. 2007 Leaf-mining organisms not previously recorded on the Isle of Wight 2006 22 
 
Myriapods 
Keay, A.N. 1978 Centipedes in the Isle of Wight 7 3 
Keay, A.N. 1987 Trachysphaera lobata Ribault, a millipede new to Britain from Bembridge 8 2 
 
Spiders 
Bingham, P., 
Cooney. K., and 
Jones, D. 1999 Public health response to spider bites & a new species to the Isle of Wight 15  

Falconer, W. 1931 New & additional records Isle of Wight Arachnida 2 2 

Jones, R.E. 1981 Some recent records of Isle of Wight pseudoscorpion  7 6 

Millidge, A.F. 1958 Spiders including a list of those recorded from the Isle of Wight 5 3 

Pope, C.R. 1998 The wasp spider Argiope bruennichi (Scolopi) on the Isle of Wight 14  

Pope, C.R. 2007 Rare Island spider record 22  
 
Fungi 
Frazer, O.H. 1968 A large bracket fungus: correction 6 3 
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Rayner, J. F. 1920 New Records and localities & additional locations of fungi already recorded 1 1 
Rayner, J. F. 1922 Species (of fungi) hitherto unrecorded for the Island   1 3 
Rayner, J. F. 1927 Supplementary list (fungi) to  Morey 1909 & Proceedings Vol 1 Parts 1 & 3 1 8 
Reid, D.A. & Pope, 
C.R. 1991 The occurrence of Amanita ovoidea on the  Isle of Wight 11  
Stafford, J. 1967 A large bracket fungus at Brighstone 6 2 
Swanton E.W. 1934 List of fungi found in the Isle of Wight 2 5 
 
Fungi annual reports 
Frazer, O.H. 1986 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1984 & 1985 8 1 
Frazer, O.H. 1987 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1986 8 2 
Frazer, O.H. 1988 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1987 8 3 
Frazer, O.H. 1989 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1988 9  
Frazer, O.H. 1990 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1989 10  
Frazer, O.H. 1991 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1990 & 1991 11  
Frazer, O.H. 1992 Additions to the fungi of the Isle of Wight 1992 12  
Carr, D.A. 1998 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 1993-1997 14  
Carr, D.A. 1999 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 1998 15  
Carr, D.A. 2000 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 1999 16  
Carr, D.A. 2001 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 2000 17  
Hart, J. 2005 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 2001 - 2004 21  
Hart, J. 2007 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 2005 22  
Hart, J. 2007 Fungi new to the Isle of Wight 2006 22  
 
Lichens 
Knight, H.H. 1932 A revised and enlarged list of the lichens of Isle of Wight 2 3 

Pope, C.R. 1973 Some aspects of lichen distribution 6 8 

Pope, C.R. 1976 Notes on the lichens of the Isle of Wight 7 1 

Pope, C.R. 1983 A lichen flora of the Isle of Wight 7 8 
 
 
Plants 
 
Bryophytes 
Livens, H.M. 1926 Hepatics  Supplementary list to Morey 1909 1 7 

Livens, H.M. 1926 Mosses Supplementary list to Morey 1909 1 7 

Snow, L. 1977 Rediscovery of a rare moss (Philonotis marchica) at Shanklin  7 2 

Snow, L. 1989 Provisional atlas of the Bryophytes of the Isle of Wight: Liverworts 9  

Snow, L. 1992 
Provisional atlas of the Bryophytes of the  Isle of Wight: Mosses: Part 1 Sphagna - 
Grimmiales 12  

Snow, L. 1997 Hepatic Records 1988-1995 13  

Snow, L. 1997 
Provisional atlas of the Bryophytes of the Isle of Wight: Mosses:Part 2 Funariales - 
Hypnobryales 13  

Snow, L. 1998 Provisional atlas of the Bryophytes of the Isle of Wight Mosses: Amendments. 14  

Snow, L. 1999 Provisional atlas of the Bryophytes of Isle of Wight.   Mosses:  Amendments 1998 15  
 
Annual reports 
 

Pope, C.R. 1981 Non-flowering plants: notes for 1981 7 6 

Pope, C.R. 1982 Non-flowering plants: notes for 1982 7 7 

Snow, L. et al 1983 Non-flowering plants: notes for 1983 7 8 
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Ferns and flowering plants 
Chatters, C. 1987 Species list for two Island commons - St Helens & Colwell 8 2 

Chatters, C. 1990 Isle of Wight chalk heaths 10  

Clifford, M.H. 1936 A Mesolithic flora in the Isle of Wight 2 7 

Groves, James 1927 The story of our Spartina 1 8 
Kettell, R., Shepard, B, 
& Bevis, J. 1977 Habitat Studies No 1:the flora of the River Medina 7 2 
Kettell, R., Shepard, B, 
& Bevis, J. 1978 Habitat Studies No 2: woodlands 7 3 
Kettell, R., Shepard, B, 
& Bevis, J. 1980 Habitat Studies No 3: the Eastern Yar 7 5 

Livens, H.M. 1940 The withering of flowers 3 3 

Long, J.W. 1930 A list of plants not recently observed in the Isle of Wight 2 1 

Marston, A 2002 The Bromfield Herbarium 18  

Marston, A. 2007 The distribution and abundance of  wood calamint in the Isle of Wight 22  

Pope, C.R. 1989 The historic flora of Ryde Dover  9  

Pope, C.R. 1990 Notes on the fields around Havenstreet, Isle of Wight and their botany 10  

Poulton, E.B. 1928 Dutch elm disease in Isle of Wight 1 9 

Rayner, J. F. 1923 The alien or adventive  flora of Hampshire & the Isle of Wight 1 4 

Rayner, J. F. 1924 A list of the alien plants of Hampshire & the Isle of Wight 1 5 

Sainsbury, B.H. 1975 Dutch elm disease and the Island 6 10 

Shepard, B 1990 Supplement No 2  to "The Flora of the Isle of Wight" 1978 10  

Shepard, B. 1971 Island orchids 6 6 

Shepard, B. 1972 Island ferns & fern allies 6 7 

Shepard, B. 1975 Our disappearing elms - a naturalist's view 6 10 

Shepard, B. 1983 Supplement No 1  to "The Flora of the Isle of Wight" 1978 7 8 

Shepard, W. 1969 Bleak Down 6 4 

Shepard, W. 1970 St Helen's Duver: check list of plants 6 5 

Snow, R.A. 1978 An introducton to pollen analysis 7 3 

Snow, R.A. 1979 Pollen study 1979 7 4 

Stent, K.J.C. 1970 Blood group substances in seeds 6 5 

White, E.H. 1950 Botanical notes recorded since Morey 1909 4 5 

White, E.H. 1958 Hippophae rhamnoides  (Sea Buckthorn) in the Isle of Wight 5 3 

Young, D.P. 1952 The Isle of Wight helleborine 4 7 
 
Ferns and flowering plants annual reports 
Lousley, J.E. 1947 Notes on plants observed in the Isle of Wight in July 1947 4 2 

Marshall, C. 1947 Botanical  notes for plants at Freshwater June 1947 4 2 

White, T. 1960 Flower records for 1960 5 5 

White, T. 1962 Botanical notes for 1962 5 7 

White, T. 1964 Flower report for 1963 & 1964 5 9 

Pope, C.R. 1998 Flowering plants and ferns 1997 14  

Pope, C.R. 1999 Flowering plants and ferns 1998 15  

Pope, C.R. 2000 Flowering plants and ferns 1999 16  

Pope, C.R. 2001 Flowering plants and ferns 2000 17  

Pope, C.R. 2002 Flowering plants and ferns 2001 18  

Pope, C.R. 2004 Flowering plants and ferns 2003 20  
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Pope, C.R. 2005 Flowering plants and ferns 2004 21  

Pope, C.R. 2007 Flowering plants and ferns 2005 22  

Pope, C.R. 2007 Flowering plants and ferns 2006 22  
 
Conservation and the wider countryside 
Bonner, L.H. 1982 Management of countryside recreation:  a case study in the Isle of Wight 7 7 
Clatworthy, M. 1988 An introduction to Land Heritage Trust 8 3 
Hutchinson,  A.L. 1970 European Conservation Year 1970 6 5 
Lawrence, G.J. 1992 The origins of the Newtown Nature Reserve 12  
Pope, C.R. 1977 Observations concerning Bloodstone Well, Ashey 7 2 
Shepard, B. 1980 Interpreting the countryside 7 5 

Scott, S. 1982 
Changes in natural and semi-natural vegetation in the Isle of Wight since the 
1850's 7 7 

 
Conservation and the wider countryside annual reports 
Henry, A.J. 1959 Report of the Newtown survey 1959 5 4 
Frazer, O.H. 1965 Report of the Newtown survey 1965 (Whitsun) 5 10 
Seabroke, G. 1966 Report of the Newtown survey 1966 (First year of the Newtown Nature Reserve) 6 1 
Frazer, O.H. 1967 Report of the Newtown survey 1967 6 2 
Frazer, O.H. 1968 Report of the Newtown survey 1968 6 3 
Frazer, O.H. 1972 Report of the Newtown survey 1972 6 7 
Frazer, O.H. 1973 Report of the Newtown survey 1973 6 8 
Frazer, O.H. 1974 Report of the Newtown survey 1974 6 9 
Frazer, O.H. 1975 Report of the Newtown survey 1975 6 10 
Cox, L.E.L. 1976 Report of the Newtown survey 1976 7 1 
Cox, L.E.L. 1977 Report of the Newtown survey 1977 7 2 
Cox, L.E.L. 1978 Report of the Newtown survey 1978 7 3 
Cox, L.E.L. 1979 Report of the Newtown survey 1979 7 4 
Cox, L.E.L. 1980 Report of the Newtown survey 1980 7 5 
Cox, L.E.L. 1981 Report of the Newtown survey 1981 7 6 
Cox, L.E.L. 1982 Report of the Newtown survey 1982 7 7 
Cox, L.E.L. 1983 Report of the Newtown survey 1983 7 8 
Cox, L.E.L. 1986 Report of the Newtown survey 1984 8 1 
Cox, L.E.L. 1987 Report of the Newtown Survey 1985 & 1986 8 2 
Cox, L.E.L. 1988 Report of the Newtown Survey 1987 8 3 
Cox, L.E.L. 1989 Report of the Newtown survey 1988 9  
Blacklock, A. & Philo, 
B. 1991 Newtown survey camp 1990 11  
 
Marine and freshwater 
Colenutt, G.W.  1920 The double tides of the Solent 1 1 
Damant, G.C.C.   1920 Submarine natural history 1 1 
Delf, E.M. & Grubb, 
V.M.  1923 Marine algae new records and locations 1 4 
Wadham, P. 1939 The impoverishment of marine life round the Isle of Wight 3 2 
Marshall, C. 1947 Marine biology 4 2 
Norkett, A.H. 1947 Marine algæ of the Isle of Wight 4 2 
Withers, R.G. 1977 Observations on the macrofauna of inter-tidal sands at Ryde & Bembridge 7 2 
Withers, R.G. 1976 The marine macrofauna and flora of the Medina estuary 7 1 
Collins, K.J.  Herbert, 
R.J.H.  Mallinson, J.J. 1989 The marine flora & fauna of Bembridge & St.Helens, Isle of Wight 9  
Jones, L.A. 2000 The history of phycology on the Isle of Wight 16  



248

SUBJECT INDEX 

Herbert, R.J. 1988 A survey of the dog-whelk Nucella lapillus around the coast of the Isle of Wight 8 3 
Light, J.M.  & Killeen, 
I..J. 1989 A survey to record the marine mollusca of the Isle of Wight 9  
Killeen, I. 1992 Marine molluscs from Isle of Wight in the Leslie Prebble collections 12  
Bray, S. & Herbert, 
R.J.H. 1998 

Reassessment of the dog-whelk after legislation restricting the use of TBT 
antifouling paints 14  

Wadham, P 1936 Notes on the fishes & mammals of the Isle of Wight 2 7 
Draper, I.J.H. 1964 Fish found in the Isle of Wight coastal waters 1956-1964 5 9 
Frazer, O.H. 1989 The history of marine mammals off the Isle of Wight 9  
Herbert, R.J. 1990 Three Isle of Wight streams 10  
Damant, G.C.C. 1938 Temperature & the grazing of pond snails 3 1 
Preece, R.C. 1980 Pisidium pulchellum Jenyns in the Isle of Wight 7 5 
Jackson, J.F. 1925 Supplement to Morey's 1909 Natural History of Isle of Wight (Mollusca) 1 6 
Pain, T. & Preece, R.C. 1967 The land Mollusca of the Bembridge limestone  6 2 
Preece, R.C. 1975 The non-marine Mollusca of the Isle of Wight 6 10 
Preece, R.C. 1982 Boettgerilla pallens Simroth  a new slug to the Isle of Wight 7 7 
 
Marine and freshwater annual reports 
Herbert, R.J. 1987 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1986 8 2 
Herbert, R.J. 1988 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1987 8 3 
Herbert, R.J. 1989 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1988 9  
Herbert, R.J. 1990 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1989-1990 10  
Herbert, R.J. 1991 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1991 11  
Herbert, R.J. 1992 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1992 12  
Herbert, R.J. 1997 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1993-1995 13  
Herbert, R.J. 1998 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1996-1997 14  
Cahill, M. 1998 Marine mammal reports for 1996 & 1997 14  
Ashdown, M.J. 1998 Freshwater report 1997 14  
Herbert, R.J. 1999 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1998 15  
Cahill, M. 1999 Marine mammal & Reptile Report for 1998 15  
Ashdown, M.J. 1999 Freshwater report for 1998 15  
Herbert, R.J. 2000 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 1999 16  
Cahill, M. 2000 Marine mammal & reptile report for 1999 16  
Herbert, R.J. 2001 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 2000 17  
Cahill, M. 2002 Marine mammal report  2001 18  
Herbert, R.J. 2003 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 2001-2002 19  
Cahill, M. 2003 Marine mammal report 2002 19  
Cahill, M. 2004 Marine mammal report 2003 20  
Herbert, R.J. 2005 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 2003 & 2004 21  
Cahill, M. 2005 Marine mammal report 2004 21  
Herbert, R.J. 2007 Isle of Wight marine biological report for 2005 and 2006 22  
Cahill, M. 2007 Marine mammal report 2005 22  
 
Geology and meteorology 

Alexander, K, 
Goodenough, S. & 
Pope, C. R.  1989 The storm of 16th October 1987 9  

Blows, W.T. 1980 
A preliminary account of a new specimen (Polacanthus foxi) from the Isle of 
Wight 7 5 

Butler, P.M. & Ford, 
R. 1975 Discovery of Cretaceous mammals on the Isle of Wight 6 10 
Challinor, J. 1949 Thomas Webster's letters on the geology of Isle of Wight 1811-1813 4 4 
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Clarke, J.B. 1990 
Diagenetic & Conpactional History of an  Iguanodon Vertabrae from Vectis 
formation of Isle of Wight 10  

Colenutt, G.W. 1928 The cliff founder and landslide at Gore Cliff, Isle of Wight 1 9 
Colenutt, G.W.   1938 Fifty years of Island coast erosion 3 1 
Delair, J.B. 1980 Notes on an armoured dinosaur from Barnes High, Isle of Wight 7 5 
Delair, J.B. 1983 Cretaceous dinosaur footprints from the Isle of Wight: a brief history 7 8 
Edwards, N. 1969 Soft-shelled turtles (Trionyx ssp.)from the Bembridge marls 6 4 
Ford, R.L.E. 1971 A new fossil mammal from the Hamstead Beds (Oligocene) 6 6 
Ford, R.L.E. 1972 Two more fossil mammals new to the Hamstead Beds (Oligocene) 6 7 

Ford, R.L.E. 1974 
Mutation in the carapace of fossil turtle Emys from  Hamstead Beds 
(Oligocene) 6 9 

Ford, R.L.E. 1975 Fossil lizard remains from the Tertiaries in the Isle of Wight 6 10 
Ford, R.L.E. 1977 A genus of fossil fish (Gobius) new to the Isle of Wight 7 2 
Frazer, O.H. 1980 Notes on geological papers relating to the Isle of Wight, published elsewhere 7 5 

Gamble, H.J. 1981 
A vertabrate fauna from the Osborne member, Solent formation near Colwell 
Bay 7 6 

Grapes, A.T. 1954 New light on old foundations 4 9 
Haslett, S.K. 1991 A Bartonian ostracod fauna from Whitecliff Bay, Isle of Wight 11  
Hughes, J.C. 1927 The geological argument and note on philology 1 8 
Hutt, S , Simmonds, 
K. & Hullman, G. 1989 Predatory dinosaurs from the Isle of Wight 9  
Hutt, S. & Newbery, 
P. 2004 

An exceptional theropod vertebra from Wessex formation (Lower 
Cretaceous) Isle of Wight 20  

Insole, A.N. 1978 Geological conservation 7 3 
Jackson, J.F. 1924 Description of Pleistocene deposit near Bembridge  1 5 
Jackson, J.F. 1924 Notes on the Upper Headon  Beds at Headon Hill 1 5 
Jackson, J.F. 1925 Catalogue of Eocene & Oligocene fossils in Sandown Musem (1925) 1 6 
Jackson, J.F. 1925 Fossiliferous clays in Bembridge limestone near Gurnard 1 6 
Jackson, J.F. 1926 Notes on the base of the chloritic marl in the Isle of Wight 1 7 

Jackson, J.F. 1928 
A supplementary catalogue of Eocene & Oligocene fossils in Sandown 
Museum 1 9 

Jackson, J.F. 1929 A catalogue of fossils in Sandown Museum:  Part 1 Upper Cretaceous 1 10 
Jackson, J.F. 1930 A  catalogue of fossils in Sandown Museum: Part 2 Lower Cretaceous 2 1 
Jackson, J.F. 1932 An outline of the history & research in Isle of Wight 2 3 
Jackson, J.F. 1933 A supplementary list of fossils in Sandown Museum 2 4 
Jackson, J.F. 1935 see  Reynolds, S.H. & Jackson, J.F. 2 6 
Jackson, J.F. 1938 A second supplementary list of fossils in Sandown Museum 3 1 
Jackson, J.F. 1938 Notes on the discovery of fossiliferous nodules in the Carstone near Niton 3 1 
Jackson, J.F. 1942 The geological story of the Isle of Wight 3 5 
Jarzembowski, E.A. 1978 Fossil insects from the Lower Hamstead beds (Lower Oligocene) 7 3 
Kennard, A.S.  & 
Woodward B.B. 1925 On the Holocene non-marine mollusca of Gore Cliff 1 6 
Lucas, C.C. 1971 Report on Pleistocene deposits in Newtown Nature Reserve 6 6 
Moorman, R.F. 1938 Notes on the fossil vertebrates of the Hamstead Beds 3 1 
Munt, M.C. 2007 Recent additions to the Isle of Wight Council geological collection 22  
Munt, M.C. & 
Burke, A 1986 The Pleistocene geology & faunas at Newtown Isle of Wight 8 1 
Pollard, E.W. 1942 Earthquakes for the practical amateur 3 5 
Preece, R.C. 1974 Fossil Helicopsis striata & Trochoidea geyeri  from the Isle of Wight 6 9 
Radley, J.D. 1990 Rudist bivalves from the Lower Chalk of Isle of Wight 10  
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Radley, J.D. 1991 
An occurrence of Viviparus fluviorum in the Wessex formation at Sandown 
Bay, Isle of Wight 11  

Radley, J.D. 1992 Geological records for 1991-1992 12  
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